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HANDLING FERRETS,

HOW PR-OFEESIONAL RAT CATCHERS
USBE THE ANIMALS.

Fhene Filery Eyed, Hazor Toothed
+ Little Beasts Are Effective Where
{ Traps and Polson Fail-They Are
! Geserally Worked With a Muzale,

" “Weasels and ferrets,” said a pro-
fesslonal rat catcher, “are about the

pame thing. The Ilmported (ferrets
trained to the business are larger than
the  weasel, that is all. After [ 2w
through with rat catching I use my fer-
rets to hunt rabbits out of brush plles,
hay and straw stacks, which Is a prof-
jtable business when rabbits are
plenty. What you call rabbits over
here we ln Eogland eall hares,

“When a man once starts in as a
professional rat catcher and gets to
wsoderstand tralning and working fer-
rets, there Is such an attraction in the
trade that be never willingly gives it
up. It's a profitable business without
too much competiiion.”

“Do the ferrets ever blte you?'

“It's a very careless and awkward
map that gets bitten by a trained fer-
ret. When ovne Is bitten by an enrag-
ed ferret, the bite Is of a very severe
character, extremely painful and slow
to heal”

As the rat cntclier talked a G-month-
old ferret, his tiery little eyes gleam-
ing like living gems, was crawling over
bis lap and trying to get In under his
coat. “This fellow,” sald the rat
catcher, “is as gentle as a kitten and
llkes to Lave his back rubbed and to
be carvssed as well as any eat you ever
saw. When the ferret bites a rat's
neck, he knows exacily what he Is do-
ing, and Lis front teeth, cutting like
masors, go right through the jugular.

“Of cousrse we geperally muzzle them
when we send them In after rats, and
we always muzzle them when we send
them In after rabbits. If thelir teeth
were at lberty, they would kill the
first rat or rabbit they met and would
remain In the hole sucklng its blood.
When we put a ferret into A house aft-
or rats, we stop up all the holes at the
outslde of the house except one or two.
Over these we place bags, and the fer-
vets, driving the gnme before them,
run the rats Into the bags. We keep
the ferret without his ordinary menls
before ugjng him, and this makes him
Jgeener lu his chase,

“S¢'s wighty casy to spoll o ferret.
Afwr a young ferret has been badly
Béitob by o rut, as sowetlines happens,
Jou can't get him to go loto a hole
musaled. But when o ferret I8 full
grews and has the skill and courage
thad be should bave be is a boly terror
%0 rats and I8 a valuable animal. 1
woukl not sell a well tralned ferret for
0\ the price of a good horse. Buch a
Sesret [ should be willlug o put in a
Pt with 50 rats, and Le could 1o a short
e kill every one of them. Itats are
greed fighters when they are cornered,
but no other animal of the sge slze
bas as much cournge vs a ferret or
weasvl

“ln England the largest ferrets are
ecaled polecat fervets and are a cross
of the two anlmals, which aro much
althe. In this couutry the word pole-
oat Is applied to the skuuk, an entirely
Gifferent anlmal. The word poleeat
#s wsupposed to be au abbreviation of
Folish cat, nnd the animal abounds
o over Europe. The mink Is much
Mke the weasel, except that it Is larger,
and many depredations that are at-
tributed to the weasel are committed
by the mink. All these anlmals prowl
by night, and they frequently go many
miles In scarch of food, even coming
foto towne and the suburbs of eltles.”

Audubon, who was a close student
of npature, was delighted with the
weasel, or American ferret.  Its long,
Pexible body, Its extrnordipary length
of neck, the closcness of Its fur, its
heenness of gcent, Its wonderful agill-
ty and quickness of movemeut, all ex-
clted his admiration.

An American writer says: ““The eom
mon weasel Las somwetimes Dbeen
caught and earried off by large bawks
and owls. Borry was the experience
of the captor In such cnses. He has
caught a Tartar. The captive will bite
foto the sddes of the coemy, o that
both will fall to the ground, the bied
mortally wounded and the weasel usu-
ally comparatively unburt. * * ¢
The weasel's courage In defending It-
oelf when attacked by birds of proy s
unlversally admitted, nor 1s It deflelent
fo flerce opposition to dogs and even
men when lts pest s Invaded by ol
ther. It usually kills for food, biting
through the head Into the braln with
such expertness that Its viethn can
scarcely wter a ory of paln. It usually
eats the brain frst; then the rest of
the body follows. In pursulng wmice,
rats and moles It follows them Into
thelr runs or holes. * * * A wensel's
proximity to a poultry yard Is not to
be desired. Dot lo barns, hayricks
and graln stacks It ls decldedly ad-
vantageous. as it will surely exteml-
pate or drive away rats and mice.”

The weascl’s characteristics are not-
ed In two American saylngs, “Catch
a weasel asleep” and “Sooner trust a
weasel with eggs” Btories are told

that a wensel will wateh a hen on the
nest for an hour, walting for a Lreshly
tald egg.—ludisnapolis News,

A Prealk of the Lighining,

A curfous case of lightning destrue-
tlon took place at Gatchiva, an lm-
perinl sumwer residence not far from
St. Petersburg, where stood a stone
eolumn BO feet bigh, held together by
fron angles. When raln fell, more or
fers water pentrated the stones n the

of the monument. One day It
wras struck by lighwoing, aod instuntly
the whole ecolumnn disappeared from
wiew, killing a lone senfry on guard.
he ouly explanation Is that the beat
of the hgutnlug lostantly geoernted
steam on coming In contact with somwe
of the water, and the terrific explosion
followed.
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LOVE AT PLAY

[Mave yom forgetten how we nsed to weave
neles fur the eoming yoars?

Iin my pride have you then believe
That life meant love, and love eould hold ne
téars,
We built our easties in the shifting sand ;
I crowned you with the flow'rs that fastest
f

We wandored through an all onchanted land;
We loved the sun and never dreamt of hade.
Bhall we again be children and forges
How unee e parted and how dark our night?
In that fair pathway let our fest be sot
Which leads us back into the land of Mght.
We'll weave fresh gariands on that golden
shore,
But—do yun whisper something in mmy ear
While upon mine yuur beart beata close once
mare b
Why play at love, you say, when love Is hero!
—Pall Ma)l Gazette.

THE BLACK PEARL.

‘“The herolne of my story,’’ said the
dealer in precions stones, lighting a
cigarette, ''is a pearl, a beauntiful full
black pearl of extraordinary eize and
rare lnster. It is difficult to express its
value in fignres.”” And thisis thestory:

It is just about 20 years ago when
one morning a young woman entered a
large jewelry etore in Budapest. Every
inch of her dress bespoke the back-
woods ; her bonnet was a composition of
glaringly digharmonious colors; in one
hand she bgld a parasol of old, large
flowered, faded pilk. Every one of her
motions betrayed the country girl. Any
salesman of experience who had watch-
ed her entrance into the store would
bave thought at once, *‘Ah, she wants
a cheap plated bracelet, with the word
‘Sonvenir’ engraved on it, as a memento
of this her first vigit to the city.”” And
nunder ordinary circumstances he wonld
bave been abont right in his conjecture;
but this time ko wasn't. She appeared
so #lmple and artless, in spite of her
handsome, vivacions black eyes and the

dimples in hor red clieeks, that the
salestnan attending to her omitted
offering her a seat.

The young girl, however, did not

peem to notice this slight, and nninvited
dropped down on a emall red plush
fantenil, privcipally used by the nobie
cnstomers of the store. Bhe opened the
reticule hanging on her arm and drew
out a emall package carefully wrapped
in tiesne paper. After she had pecled
off layer after layer of the envelope she
took out the nuclens, beckoned to the
owrner of the establishment and exhibit-
ed to him something she held between
ber thuwmb and index finger,

“What s the value of thist"
aeked in a melodions voice.

The jeweler started visibly and toock
the objoct from her band.

It was the above mentioned pearl, of
ench beauty and eize that he hardly
trosted his eyes. At one place it had a
barely moticeable flaw, which might |
have been done by a former setting.

**The pearl has one defect,”’ the jow-
eler gaid.

“Indeed!” the stranger answered,
bending forward to inspect the small |
Epot.

The jewcler *“sized up’’ the girl. Her
astonishment was genuine, artless. It
was not tinged with the shadow of hy-
pocrisy.

*“Where did yon get that pearl?’’ he
aekod.

““That is perhaps an irrelevant ques-
tion,’" she apswered smilingly. ‘‘But
to give yon some sort of satiefactory
answer I will sny I carry on a little
pawnbroker bneiness, ont in the conn- |
try, inherited from my father. A noble-
man desires to pawn his pearl with me,
but demands much money. Please tell
me what it is worth, and I will pay for
the tronble.”’

“‘1 eannot appralse it,"" said the jew-
eler, regarding it with an admiring eye.

“Why not?! Why can yon not fix its
vilue?' the girl rejoined in a vexed
tone

“Well, well,’”” the man said appeas-
ingly. *'I only desired to express there- |
by that the pearl is beyond appraise- |

she

ment becanse of its great rarity. Its
valne belongs among the ‘fancy’
prices.”’

The young girl pondered a moment;
then, regarding the jeweler attentively,
ehe asked:

“Can I advance 2,000 florins on it 1"’

“Most certainly. ™

““And 5,0007"*

“*“Also 5,000,

“Aund 10,000%"

The jewller
“And 10,000,

The conutry beanty evidently became
feverish. Perspiration showed in her
face, and her youthful black eves glit-
tered with a fire superior to that of the
costlieat dinmonds in the store. Bhe
asked for a glass of water, The former-
ly inattentive salesmuan roshed to get it

“And will you pay me 10,000 florins
for the pearl if I feel disposed tosell it?
I am anlso anthorized to sell it,"" she
said, with a cortain show of enspicion,

emilingly repeated,

foarfal lest the joweler was simply
boaxing her.

“No' —

“Ab," she exclaimed, "I divined

you were hoaxing me!"’

“Oh, no! God forbid,” the joweler
responded evusively. *It is simply be-
cause I bave no use for the pearl. There
is only one firm in Auvetria that would
buy it—the jeweler for the court.”’

“Woald youn please furnish me with
his addresa?”’

“Willingly."”'

He wrote the address on a plece of
paper, which he handed to her; sho in
closed it in her reticule, drank the glass
of water courteously offered by the
salosmnan, and, in spiie of protests,
placed a & florin plece on the connter
to pay for the appraisement avd went
out.

Twenty-four hours later the same
young woman, dressed, if possible. in n
more glaring suit, entered the store of
the jewvler of the conrt. The suit of
gtores aro sittiated An den Graleen, the
most fashionablo street of the capital,
Vienna. 1 (the reciter of this occar-
rence) recolved her. 1 was the princi-

] Lusiness manager. She showed we |
the pearl. Thoattire of the woman was
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I hurriod on back, for I had a lot of
hoein to look after.

*“Well, sir, I was the prondest man
in the world when I went back there
for her that night. Everybody crowded
round, even the old ladies, an told
me what a pretty daacer Mary was
All the young folks in the country was
there, but Mary was the populares’
of 'em all They wouldn’t hear to our
drivin back then, but mads us both
come right in to supper. Ididn’t exact-
Iy calculate on doin this, but Mary
looked like she wanted to, so I did
They tried to make ms dance, but I
don’t know how. It was the openin of
s new suuuner hotel, you know. A
young fellow that set next to me at the
table an was mighty polite in bhandin
me everything said he was gonter be
at the hotel for some time, an
that we mus’ come 'round often. Of
course | asked him to come see us too,
He was a pretty glib talker. When we
was leavin an tellin everybody goodby
and promisin to come again soon, I
beard a lady from New York say to an-
other one, ‘Wounldn't she be a queen
with the right trainin?” We got iu the
gpring wagon an drove home, an she
was jes’ all excitement tellin me what
a time they had that day an how I
ought to learn to dance.

“Two days after some ladies drove
ronnd in their carriages an asked her
to go to the Springs with 'em again. She
said ‘No,' but when she seen I was anx-
ious to have her go she went with them.
They drove back after supper, her and
the two ladies an a youug mnan, an
they all told mo I onght to have been
there, That night ehe scemed kinder
unres'less.  Bhe talked a heap 'bout the
nice things they'd all said 'bout her at
the Spriugs, but mostly talked ’bout
how nice it would be if we could go an
travel an go to New York an cvery-
where, an she said we ought to read
books an the like, an that a lady there
said what she needed was enltivatin.

“]I didn't like this, talkin "bout her
like she was a field to be plowed np,
'stead of a flower jes’ to grow an bloom
natural, an when I told her this she
jes' langhed an slapped ber hands over
my mouth. 8She went to the Springs
right regular for a time. Then
wonldn’t go no more. Somebody sent
her some books—four or five of 'cm.
Bhe commenced to read one of 'em out
lond to me one mnight. ’'I'was a nice
story about some rich folks, some art-
ists, an how they was lovin each other,
an the thing they weut to, but while 1
got to likin the pesky books after awhile,

."]:'!

| I told ber all the time that it was jes'

storics an that there wasn’t no such
in Puaris or New York or any-
wheres else. Since she was teachin me,
a-readin out loud, 1 took to teachin her,
tellin her what I thought 'bout the
books. I told her that life was a reality
an that evon if there was such people
they wasu'’t no better off than us, 'cause
there’'s advantages an disadvantages
everywhere, an it all 'mounts to 'bout
the same an everything in its placo is
the best.
wrote books.

“Maybe it was readin in them durn
books 'bout the fashion an the wealthy,
or maybe it was them people at the
Springs put foolish notions in her head,
or maybe it was jos' 'cause she come to
know she was too good an pretty for a
maun like me, but anyhow she commenst
to pine an droop like a flower that’s
witherin., I'd beg her to go to the
Springs an enjoy herself like she was
invited to do, but it warn't no nse. She
wouldn’t do it. After ’bout a week of
this thing that same lady from New
York drove up to our gate an asked
Mary to come in an pay a visit to her
at the Springs.  She wanted her to stay
as long as she would, an then Mary did
agree to go an stay & weck, makin the
condition that I was to coine to sce her
every day.

“It's a lonesome time I had then. 1
didn't go to seo her Lut three days, an
every day it seem to me I was unwel-
comer than before, so I thought I better
not go no more an let the chile enjoy
her visit. It look to me like the harder

| 1 try to please her the more things

Wimmin folks is
stranger, an o

would go wrong.
carions little things,
awkward fellow like me don't know
jes' how to bandle 'em. 1 had done
mortgaged my farm again an went in
towu an brought her silks an dresses
an gloves jes' the right size, an when
she see 'm sho jes' eried an said | was
too good to her. Then I got her a piano,
This was befo’
sho went for the last time to the springs
The things 18 all at home now, but 1
pover waunts to ece them again, an if
God epares me 1 never will, There's
nothin else to say now, but that I lef’
‘cause 1 couldn’t stan’' the sympathy au
the talkin of the meighbors aftor [ got
this letter. "’

Here he pansed and took from the in-
gide pocket of his cordaroy coat o
gquare euvelope addressed in a round,
girlish band. The faint odor of violet
sachot which had once permeated the
pages could still be detected, though
mingled somewhat with the aroma of
tobacco

1 hope that ¥
me, Jack, although
will. | was nor
was alde to
seltish man like
When you ges this, | will be tar away. |
try to find me, fir you never can Many

After tho correspoudont had read and
roturged the letter both men wore silent
They watched the little kuots of officers
and privates talking together undor the
shade trees, the squads of ununiformed
reeruite crossing tho grounds to their
various comwmands, the amatcur cooks
preparing the midday meal and all of
the lazy restlessness of camp lifo. The
Hancock voluntoer was the first -to
speak. ** What pestors me most in that
lotter,'" ho said in @ voice tremulous
with suppressed emotion, **is that she
says that she knows that God npever
will forgive her, an sare God (if thore
i# wny) shouldu’'t be more unforgivin
than oue of his creatures If I b'l'eved
prayers was ever auswered, 1'd be prayin
for that little gtrl pow, but as "tis the
bos’ thing | can do is to go to the frout
an fight for my country.' —Barton
Pittmau 1n 5t Lonis Globoe- Dowocras.

It rcad:
u will anderstand and forgive
Know

that Uud mever

)|u dewerves 8 botter wife,
nt

That's the way I'd writo if I -

Thave rer 4 TUname Talolss with so moeh satls
ad th=m.

freiiza tan ! ean chrerfully reeomime
Eova Poea trwplad fur gb
wiab | cal q.).._A- 1S &

. of Wi

Sacks continue
Enpans Tatwles
o them, bui sboutl Bix we
duced e Lo L
amall 5cent |

I want o inform yonm,
m words f  hi:host

at three years with

UTerent physiclans
n | had

,l '19!‘0&.#19#‘91' apthd "Ql

from scout!pation

1 have heen e rreat muffc
! ‘e me aay rellel

| forover f.e years. g B
| My feet and izps an® ald» =~ were bicsted g0

I esuld not wea s on m; Tech and ouly & loose
| dress. 1 saw Kiopaps Tahnles advertised In our

| dally paper, b g ht some an | took them as direct

ed. Have taken tuem chout three weeks and there
is sech o chapge! [ am not orasti rnu-»l ALY Lore
sad | owe 18 ail to K :un thirty-
seven years oid, have n
housebold duties and nurselr
He has had the dropsy snd | am tryicg Ripans
Tabules for him. He feels some better bus it will
take gome ti he bas been alck so long. You
may use my beiisr i rame a8 you llka,

Mrs. Many Conuan CLAREE

I havrs bhaom suffari=g from headaches eves
sloce I wea a Llittio girl 1couid never rideing
ear  r go into & crowded
plece without gerting &

- of L healacheand sick at my
?.‘:;... :.n-:,"-;: : tl ! I;; stomas ; -Ljdmul
it 8 | RIPANS [8 Entnfiimi
ll.' s “wn“ e i . u: J ; :n":'r : !hé-;. for catarrh
» . * o [ — > of“l.' v.l omach. Blha ha
&® = T}\ 1 i found suck rellef from
- Bad . Sholr use she udvised me
: - | ‘e modern stand ‘: to take them too, and 1

| 71 1 . & .

Aeting o _. (] = T . « 9 bave beendoingsosince
advice of &r G‘::.. E,-.. o« |l al d I mlly h!cdl- ® last October, and will
or, Ph. 0., 58 Newark : = | '  say they have complete-
Ave., Jersey Clty, | took H o1 . ¢ Iy cured my hoadaches.
kl;:n"; Tat u‘.-:. l:‘u: :' v | cine: Cures thC |# I am twenty-nine years

and results, | E—— /% old. You are welcome
"I.ho Dzsats WiNDMAR, &) @ | common (:\’L‘f'}"dil)’ 1#  to use this testimonial
A :,'| > Il s 1 ; Mra. J. BLoOKMTRE
et .
Mother was troobled :‘.3 = ill of humanltY‘ i: Fs
with hearthburn and ﬁll i |

5 « W » ¥y seven-rear-old boy
indigestion, fo | R | ®  gufered with pains in
many vesrs. O: - | ®  his head, constipation
shs eavr o te &« © b #  and complained of his
¢ | % gtomach. He could not
i It #  cat like ehildren of his
€ ] |<‘ sge do and what be

& tricl, wes gre

relieved Ly thelr use
and pow tnkes the
Tabules regularly. BlekocDs afow cartons Ripans
Tabulcs o the Louss and saye she will not be with-
out them. Tao hearinurn sod sleeplesspess Lave
disappenred with the iodigestion which was
formerly so grosta burden for her. Our whole
family take the Tabules resularly, especially afier
& hearty mecl. My mociher is fifty years of sge
and is enjoying the best of health and spirits ; also
eats hearty meals, an fmpomsibility before she
toud Mipars Tobiles. Axron H. BLaUKEN.
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dld est did not agres
with him. He waasthin
and of a saffron color.
Reading eome of the testimontals in favor of
Ilpans Tabules, I tried them. Ripans Tabules nos
oaly relieved but pciually sured wy youngster,
tue bheadacLes Lave disappearcd, bowels are in
good condition and he pever eomplalns of his
stomach. He fs now a red, chubby-faced boy. This
wonderful change I attribute to Ilipans Tabules.
I am eatiafled thst they will benefit coy ote (from
the cradie to old age) if taken accoriing to direo-
tioni. E. W. Fuica.

A pew style packet containing TEN RIP.ws TADTLES packed in a paper carton (without glass) is now for sale

ok some dioz stores—FOR FIVE CENTS.

This low-priced sort is inleaded for the poor and the ceonomical One

Gosen of the Ovecert cortons (120 tabules) eza be had by mail by sending forty-elght ccnts to the Ripans
CoExical Coxvaxy, No. 10 Spruce Btrect, ¥ow York—or & ¢ingle earton (Tex TAdULES) will be seot for five centa.
Erpaws TiprLss moy alse be had of some procers, geroral storekeepers, Dews agonts and af some Liquor stores

and barbor ghops. They banish pain, ludsee sleep and prolong Life.

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION.

Land Office, at Rosebure. Oregon,
March S, 1900,
ren that the f-af:u\\i e

notice of

Notiee is herehy

named s er Lins

to ma al proof in support of hlu"Jr,l 1
that said proof f >. H. Hol-
Precinct

ardt on his HH E

{8W!{ & Lots

3 to pr

pon and enltivat
net, Oregon, C.
gon, John Dale, of
Savery, of Lake |
J. T. RmiDaGEs,
Leegister,

How Ave Y.
Dr. Hoobs' Bparagus Pliise ! kidney

mr Kidneys 1

pio free. Add. Nu.Jun-u.-.. nh- Co.,

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION.

Land Office, at Rosein

March 8, 1500,

irg Oregon,

1ls. Ra: |
Chicago or N.? |

| Coast.

Nt owing
name:d s tention
to make final pr im, and
that said proof w de be I. Holden
U. 8. Land Commissioner at Florence, Oregon,.
on April 25, 190, viz: Edward H. Anderson, on
his ILE. No. 7179. for the Lots 3, 4, 5, 6, & 7, Sec. |
6&LotlSee 7, T.I98 R11 W,

He names the following witnesses to prove
his continuous residenece upon and eultivation
of, said land, viz:

» Glover, of Lake Precinet, Orezon
, of Aeme, Oregon, Sid Wai f
G. C. Cumptun, of Florence,
J. T.
\V\\IJ D § i‘\l RAL | | RSONS FOR DIS- |
Lri¢ [“!.n N . in this state to |

rounding
yearly $..- P hnl.].
» employment u ith Imu unl

represe -11 mi

"f‘ll'”” vities lq!. rences exchanged En-
close ~-.r addresse mped enveiope. 8 A
Park 320 Caxton T’u.l' ng, Chieago,

A FREE{PATTERN

her own nlntlen!h eury witecribor, Beautiful eo
ored lithograopbed platee and Hullnrlr OI-Mnn
l.rllﬂlc exqulaite and strictly up-

work, household hipta,

DNressmaking nomiss, fancy
illlmwllm to-day.
Bend (or lerms.

short stories, rrent foplcs, etc
nu!m.rw.;. I.My ngoauwu.m:

For lmdlsL ml-ll‘ @iris and little children. That cem
ain atyll
other patterns

“"ehie " effect not attalned by the ase

of ml
Have oo aqual for style and perfect

rll! put together. Only 10 and 13 sents sach—nons
Bold in nearly svery city and town, or by mail.

fur them, Absolutely very latest up-to-date styles
THE MeCALL COMPANY,

BES-148 Wost 141k Brreet, - New Tork Cuy, 8. L

Real Magie Number.

“T often hear of t! namber, "’
said some one. ber is :I""

“Why, nius,

some one else, 1

you know, and youa talk 1
wonder. - 'l yorn bowl at nine pins
and a cat | e lives.’

“Nonscn troks in another
“Soven is the ma L Oer viclith
heaven, den't you ) : all that
& 1 eclars in tho rair = 1 days
L1 Lhe W £ a scven’
fon—2reat 1 v, au

Aash,  tash 1
“Fiv tho n L. 5
ha Lt fluger Y his
tocs on bhis food, and he
i —

-3 is ylon ¥ the magic
namber,"" ioterrupted anctber, *°}
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reccived with some con
company, sud a soulfal
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olon:
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part of all followed, after which they
went in silently to supper. —Brooklyn
Citizen. -
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