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Nervouod Straln of Railiway Work, L

“There is frason to believe that at all
times there are men on the line who are
working. very near to their breaking
strain, We may in regard to this men-
ticn three well known insiances which
ut leagt show the tension under
which work is often carried on. A sta-
tion mwaster, socipg o man run over on
the line, bimsclf fell down dead upon
the platform. Hews wae a shock which

smancutly made his Licart stacd stiil;
wmt bow many times had not that man's
beart stocd still before? We may feel
perfectly ecvtain that if the major shock
eould kill, the minor daily recurring
shocks of a railway life must have
groatly damnnged a beart so under the
influence of the norvous system.

Two trains ccllided at a junction. It
was either tho fanlt of the drivers or of
the rails, certainly not of the signal-
man. The signals were right; yet when
the box was cutered tho signalman was
foand to have gone mad, and had to be
taken to an asylum, whers be remained
far long. He was broken utterly by the
horror of the dilcinma; bus what ghall
we aay about the smaller dilemmas
which every hour of his working life he
had to solve? Did tkey not also have an
effect, although o les=er one, upou his
brain?

A few years ago it was fonnd that

.the sickpess rate among the pignalmen
of certain lines was becoming excessivo,
and it was determined to do away with
tho system of leaving to oue man the
whole responsibility of taking charge of
a signal box, At great expenso cvery
box along the line was supplied with
two men, Civeat evils were prophesied ;
it was thought the men wonld talk, and
lark, and negleet their dutics. This did
not happen, bnt the sickness stopped.
Under the shared respoasibility they no
longer bLroke down,—DBritisli Medical
Journal

. ' The Thunder's Long Noll,

The prolonged roll of thunder is read-
ily cxplained by comparison with n vol-
ley fired along o line of troops. Suppose
troops to be drawn up on a line in such
navabers a¢ to extend for a mile and or-
dered by o signal that all conld see to fira
at ence. Lne standing ot the end of the

Nine would hear the report of the mus-
" ket nearest him instantly. e would
hear the others sucecssively, Thus a re
port 660 feet wway wonld come to him
in half o second, and he would not hear
the last report for five or six seconds
after the gun had been fired. This would
produce a sort of roll, which would
gradually fnctease in intensity, 1f the
Jistener stood exactly midway between
the two ends of the line, the reports
- from both ends wonld reach him at
. ouee, end the sound would be but balf
as dong in Teaching him us if he stood
_at ane exiroinity. I the soldiers formed
a circle, thore would be one sharp ex-
‘plosion.  lashes of lightning may be
~oengidered w8 representing threo lines of
troops along which the explosions oe-
. cur at the same time,  Consider tho va-
- yiety of digtance and position of the lis-
tamer, aud wo aceount for the variety of
ceoaud in thunder,  In wountainous re-
giona the rolling is augmented by yover-
Aberations or cchovs, — Boston Traveller,

At the flud rehearsal of Mozart's
<Opera, *'Don (Hovanni, "’ the composer
—avas dissatisfied with the efforts of the

goung lady to whow the part of Zorlina
“wvas sssigned,  Zerlina is frightened at
Dan Giovanni's too pronounced love-
aking and cries for assistance behind
he seenes. Mozart was anable to infuso
sufficient  force into the poor girl's
"nmmi. autil at Jasgt, losing oll pa-
tienee, he clamibered from the conduet-
ar's degk on to the boards, At that peri-
‘od a few tullow candles dimly glim-
“mnered among the desks of the musi
olans, but over tho stuge and the rest
“ef the honse nlmost utter darkness
reigoed.  Mozavt's sudden  appearance
om the stago was therefore not suspected
hy poor Zerling, who, at the momont
when she ought to have nttered the cry,
received from the composer o sharp
pinch en tho arm, emitting iu conse-
gquence @ shrick which cansed him to
excInimt “*Adwivable] Mind you serenm
like thas tonight!"
Went by the Express
Haborban  Resident—Soe hove,  sir!
You told me that country place | bonght
of you was ouly 35 minutes from the
city.
" Qity Agent—Yes, gir, 35 minutes by
express, You remember, when we went
out to look at it, the time was 85 min
utes exactly.
© “‘But, confound it, eir, the express
trains don't stop there, not one of them,
pnd the accommodation takcs about an
Lour and a half!"”

“You and | wont by express, and it
’hppotl for ws, you know. "

“'Yes, I know; but it hasu’t stoppcd

“It will stop if you hire a man at
your atation to buy a through ticket for
eomewhere. That's the way 1 dud the
duy wo went out. '—New York Weesly

; A Jemmy,
Perhaps some one can now inform us
the word “jemmy’’ camo to be
auiversally applied, as it is now, 1o a
1 erowbar. 1t is incorporated into
and ig no longer athioves
The earliest instance of its

P . h I am ascquainted occurs
~ §m “Nell Cook,"” in “‘The Ingoldasby
agends, ' o ariginally in Beat

i about 1849
! Mjemmice' 18 the
¥ bear.
ll!ll Lols and bar
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Frhausied Boll, So Called,

It is a common way of speaking of
the soils of abandened farme, and of
others that yicld only unprofitable crops,
that they are worn out, exhansted and
nlinost valueless for the purposcs of cal-
tivation, Thia condition of barrcuncss
is more apparent than real and bas been
produced by o treatment as suporficial
a8 the view of those go ready to condemn
the roil. In the carly duys of mining in
California the impatient geld scekers,
swith rade apparatus and primitive
methods, collected such quantities of
the precions motal as came enslly to
hand and forseok their elaims, leaving
behind in the earth fir more gold than
they earried awany. In after yeara others
more skillful have gathercd abundaut
wealth from those forsaken fields. Some-
thing of the same naturo will yot be ac-
complished apou thousands of acres of
New England soil now lightly valued.

An acre of soil, going down a foot
deep, contains approximately 2,760 tons
in its 40,000 or more cubio feet, or
nbout 124 pounds to the cubic foot,
Chemieal aupalysis demonstrates that
this quantity of surface earth, in an or-
dinary average soil, coutaivs sbomt
4,000 poands of phospherie acid, 8,000
pounds of porash and 16,000 pounds of
nitrogen. These ivgredients, if pur-
chased at usuzl market prices, might
cost 4 ceinta a pound for the potash, 7
cents for the pho=phorie acid, 16 cents
for the nitrogen. At theso rates, the
ageregate value of these three substnnces
in o thiu sarface ucre, only o single feot
i depth, woulil be §2,600. As the gold
held in quartz was beyond the reach of
the unskilled miner, the fabulous wealth
of the eoil is largely unavailable to the
unskilled farmer. But the treasure is
there, to bo secured by the farmer of
the future. The sum of §260,600 vwonld
be thought o pretty literal valaatien of
un crdizarvy 100 acre farm.  There ave
many such farms in Conncoticut cheapiy
valued by owners who Little appreciate
the wonderful capabilities «f the soil
they eall exhausied. — Hartford Times.

Irish llumor.

“Yon should get your eara lopped,
Brian,'’ emid o ‘‘smart’’ tourist to an
Irish peasant whom he was quizzing
*““They're tco large for a man.’* **An,
Ledad,’ roplied the Hibernian, *‘I vas
soit thinkin yours would want 1o be
wnde larger! Sure they 're too sicall for
an ass!"’'

Barncy was a noted ear driver at a
swell known Irish waterivg place.  Ile
held that the “salt wather' waa vastly
tmproved by mixture with a **d
the craythur,” bat vwonld not e«
himseli to the opiuion that the laster
element gained auything by the com-
bination, He somectimes arank more of
it ““peat’ than was wise or well fer the
father of his weak family. Oue 1ot
day, after a loag drive and a liboiol
fare, Barncy tarned into the Losg bar in
town and nsked for  “sprinkle, j it to
Lkeep down tho dust.'" The yproprieter,
who would rather Lave other ¢vstom rs
than poor Barvey, coune im o9 the fatter
was raising the glasa ‘““Barmcy,'’ ho
said, “1'dratheryonwounldn't be drink-
ing, my bog You krow you wern sorry
for it before, und 1 rapposo you'll bo
sorry for thistco. " **Begorra, Lrnght,”’
rephied Barpey, “but, sure, it's rafor
to be rorry for tak nit then for not tas-
in it]""—Woesaninster Cazette,

Valued Religlous Delion

The cc lecticn of roligiora relicato
be scen in the church ef t'o Corsican
villuge of Liszco is undeabtodly wriquee
The inhabitants of tias pretty  litlo
placo are excecdingly deveut and very
simple, which probably iccourts for the
poszcasion of snch o remarkable eclice-
tion. A writer in L Indepeadem e B e
gives the following list of the priucipal
items:

Tho hern used by Moees toczll to-
gother the children of I racl whiloin
the desert; n taft of that yod hairwlhich
was the pride of Faan and tho de-oir
of Jucob; a pieco of the nu:l of the Lt-
tle toe of the left foot—tho stato mont
i very precise—~of KEuoch, the patiiarch;
the bib worn by the infant Josus; the
eurb and crupper of the nss that @
the holy famly into Egypt, oo roveral
rolies of various saints, —Pitisburg Dis-
pateh.

Wiste In Making Hay.

The loss of hay m this country ™
a failure on the part of farmeis o o
gort to the use of proper impl men‘s 18
avnunlly very large. Hay is aerep that
must be mowed, eured and stored vndore
wany disadvantages and cftgn in g very
ghort period of time. Such work eannrot
always be dene unless every applivnce
wecessary  for harvesting the orcp is
available Oa furms where large erops
are grown the mover, teddeor and roke
add to the valae of the buy Ly weustiong
to cure it in a maruwer (o presorve the
whole of its nutritieasmatt-r. Froperly
cured hay is pet found on oib LLima

Cost of & Good Skeleton,

Bkcletons? Tiwy are propaved for
the use of physicians and pcdical 8%
dents, and the sest como from Pavis
aud cost frowm $33 to §50. T he medicnl
profession profors them 10 the Amciionn
wake, which can be had for 88 er §l0.
for the Frenchman bos mastered the se
e*ot of treating the bones so that they
wre shoru of all effensive oders The
American bas uot yot discevered the
socret, nud the demand for his product
is devoted solely to the poorer classes of
students and doctors, secred Organiza-
tions aud netista —Ilansas City World
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Ambitlows,

“*Our new cook has gone already. "

“*“What was tho matter?’

“When ehe found we had a gas stove
sho wents Sho bud burned aton o1 conl a
weuk fu cach of her former places, and
sho said she had to be where she conld
livo up to her record. '—Philadelplia
Tieconk
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ODDS AND ENDS.

American Snpuff For the Pope,

Pope Leo Xill sneezes just as cther
mortals do, aud he adheres to a custom
still practiced in this country by gen-
tlemen of the old scheol—that of asivg
gnnff to tickle his clfactories. It is not
generally known that the snuff ased by
the head of the Roman Catholie charch
is made in Baltimore especially for bis
usc. This particular snuff goes direct
fom prosaic Cauton to the sacred pre-
ecincts of the Vatican, It ia the bighost
priced suuff made anywhere in the
world, nud its valae is increased several
times hove the original cost after the
customs duty bas been paid to the Ital-
ian government,

The suuff for the prince of Rome is
matufactarcd from the pick of the finest
Virginia and Kentucky tcbuzeco, the
Baltimore firmn which makes the snuft
being careful that every vestige of stem
is removed from the tobacco before it
undergees the process which changes
the leaf to a sneeze provoker.  Before it
is packed the snuff is flavered with the
cosily attar of roses.

One bundred pounds were first ordercd
for the Vatican. This was pneked in oue
pound and five pound jars, each jar be-
ing placcd in a leather ease lined vwith
carcinal satin, The jars were of the
same color, and each was tied with
cardinal rikbon.  Ip boner of Cardinul
(ibbous, through whom the Dultimore
firm sccurcd its first order, the suoff
wis called “Cardinal snuff, "’

It is suppesed that the five pound jars
found a resting place iu the private
apartments of his holinces one
pound jurs were used as vrosents from
the pope to various cardinals aund to
othicrs of hiz frievas foud of s geod
Baltumere succze. —DBal imere Sou.

The

Animal Wartare.

The conditions of the life «f the mon-
keys in Atriea are sufilciently curicus
without refcrence to their aequired
habits, thoagh these are undoubtedly
due to the dangers to which the nuture
of the country in which they live cx-
poses them, The different epecies of bab-
oons, which arve found ccmmonly over
the whole African continent, are all by
nature dwellers in the open country
They find their foed on the ground,
aud whether this Le insects or vogeta-
bles it is usually in places which afford
litile shelter or protection.  Though
strong aud well mmed with teeth, they
are glow animale, with ltile of the
asual monkey agility when «a the
grovnd and 1ot particularly active even
when climbing ameng rocks.

In a rocky ‘‘kopjes’ of the sca
the ¢ s and rovir sides of Alysa
and 1he Nile mmibntarics, they o
encugh. But they often abanden tl
entirely toinvade the low conntry  Dur
ing the Abyeawinian exped: ion cendu ted
by Lord Nupier of Mugoals they regu
lurly camped vewr our < cuments ¢n
the const and stole the gra:n on which
the cavalry horses i trunsport animels
were fed,  When on expeditions of this
kind, they often leave their stroaghold
for duys together, npd the means of
joint defenso from «newies in the cpen
country are then carefully orgumzed
Their vatural epemics v hen thus cx-
posed are the lecpard, the lion, and in
South Africa the Cupe wild dogs. To
the attack of the leopard they oppoze
nmnbers and diseipline. —London bpee-
talor.
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Migh Hata send Prices

“If 1 do not havoe the exact chavye, 1
have ivvarinbly to pay 16 cents for a
drink even in a 10 eent galoon, '’ eaid a
man who habitaally wears a hagh hat,
which never sppears to be new.  *'Yes-
terday, for example, I offered a guarter
in paymont for a cocktail for which I
had paid 10 eenta a tew days before, as
usoal, 1 got®ack but a dime, When 1
mentioned the price of ny previous cock
tail, the salcon kecper gaid:

‘“*You nsked for the best whisky,
didu't you¥

*'1 hadn't, but there was ro usa in
kicking. When 1 told my groeer, who
knows the gulcon keeper, of the episcde,
he said it wus becsuse of my bigh hat
that | wasovercharged Althongh I said
the hat was too old to give an impres
sion that i1s wearcr was wealthy, he -
gisted that be was right.

‘ ‘Either weoar a derby, or alwarts
carry a dime with yon when you go for
adrink,’ horsid.  ‘It'athe high hat that
doca it.' 1ictend to take his ndviee ne
1o the dime or patrenize a 13 cont sa
loon. What 1 objeet to is payinz 15
cenia for n 10 eent drink. "'—XNew York
Sau.

Shot Tote the Benate.

Jameas Shiclds was elected to the sen-
ate in 1848, defeating his predecessor,
Henator Breese. Shields had  distio-
guished himsclf in the Moxican war
and at the battle of Cerro Gordo he was
shot through the lungs, the bull praxing
out at hus beck.  His recovay was one
of the marvels of the day Shield’s war
record is believed to have sccurcd to him
bis trinmph over Breese. When ihe
news of Shields’ election was received,
a lawyer named Buttertield wos speak
ing of it to a group of friends when
ope of them remarked, “*It was ihat
Mexican bullet that did the business '
““Yes,'" retorted Butterficld, ‘‘that was
a great shot. The ball went clow
through bShiclds witheut harting bin
and killed Breese 1,000 miics away. ''—
San Francisco Argouaunt.

A Vietim of Redevess,

“Women ute 50 inconsegunt, '’ com
plained Chollie

*“What bus happencd mow?  asked
the man to whom Chollie is a specimon
to be thoughtfully stadisd,

“] was sayiog to Miv Keam that |
wished | knew of some way in which |
sould be of use te rie world, and sl
broke right in en my wemaw ks to well
me that they were making pocketbooks
out of wonkey skine povwadays It was
pawsitively wude. " —Indianapolis Jour-
nal.
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Convalescence,

Christmas
Gifts
Free

two ounce bag, and two
coupons inside each four
ounce bag of Blackwell's
Buy a bag of
celebrated tobacco
and read the coupon—
which gives a list of val-
uable presents and how

Durbam.
this

to get them.
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for 81100,

ed Ly furnae.

Cne house witl. lot 50

[onse Onl

is woell fini:hed. I
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20010,

One quartor seetion of land,

and post office und 2 mites froan

One huudred and sixty aeres o

Fl renee for £360.
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Blacksmith shop sold se,

Many thousand dollars
worth of valuable articles
suitable for Christmas
gifts for the young and
old, are to be given to
smokers of Blackwell’s
Qenuine Durham To-
bacco. You will find
one coupon inside each
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These OPPORTUNITILS

fler Jaw Was Sot.

On the hill beyond the creck was the
cabin of a fquatter, and s Idrew near
a man about 50 yearscid, whko had Loon
acated on a stump, rcse up and saluicd
me and queried:

“sStranger, how far up the road hev
yo' cum this wmawnin?"'

“From Harner's Cerners,” I ronlied

“*And did j0" weet vp with a wowun
on the way?™”

“Yeosx About five miles back I met a
little old woman geing the othior way. "

“Was she weepin?''

“Was lier ) woact like o mewl wlien
ho is detern d pet fo ru
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THE WOMAN HAD NER JAWE TILD UP

“sho bad ber tecth hard sbhut m
looked pretty ugly. "

“And what did ghe exy?"’

“Notking. We simply bow.
other asa we pa-ad. Do you ko
woman?""’

“Reeckon 1 orter, as she's my wif

“Oh! Thin =he's goue to t!

“No. Woe bid a fuss thi sin,
and she's lcft me,  Jist put on bun
nit and eaid sk co'd never cuia ba k'

* “‘But she will, of conrsc?®"

Y1 axed yo' if she wae weepin, oo
yo' said ehe wa'n't. If she'dbonve |
in, that would mean that sbho'd tuke o
walk down to the Corners anro.
make up with me 1 axed vo'f
jaw was rot, and yo' eaid iy
n.eans she'll keep right on
Jim's, and that 1'll bev o
her and beg her pardu g
her n mew haliker wross bl
back. "'

“Then ahe's left yoa bofore?

* ‘Bout 100 times, sah, aoul it allus
werka that way  1f she woeeps, she'll be
back befo' night; if her jow is rot, [ hev
to go arter her and k cck uncer As
this is a case of sotness [ anight zs well
g1t aloug and ity to overtake her Sor-
ry 1 can’t ax yo' to step, bt yo' see how
it i SBotnees is setoess, aud yo' can’t
un=ot it and wust tharfo’ wase the best

of it."

. fov

Failure.

“Marriage, "’ exclaimed the fat “vom-
an, “is a failare. ™

Upon the table befors her were o
Cavauian cc ot and a plu-1d quarter,
her share of the gute roceipisef her
four hundredth souvenir prilic wedding
to the hving skeieton.

Over all the twrembling gaslight cast
its garish gleam. —Deirois Tribune,
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A Ceurting Episode,

A voung couple, evidently Irom tha
scuntry, were walking down Regent
atreet one day, apparcutly lcoking for
somethiug very wmuach in particular. At
last they stopped befere a bwge jewel-
ler's window, in which were displayed
n pumber of wedding rings. They stood
by the window for a fow momoents, ais-
russing some urgent question, the big,
clumey locking fellow, who measured
albont 6 feet, apparently hesitating,

“Go on, George,'’ said the girl, who
ecarcely reached his elbow, “What's
the use of backing out, now you've got
g0 far?"’

“1 don't half li%e to, MarT," he te-
rlied. ““That slick looking fellow in
there is fure to grin at me, "’

“VWhat difference  does
v hether be langhs or cries?"’
t ¢ grl. *If you baven't the p
go myself.*’

*1 Lat's it, Mary,”
“‘If yeu'll do the
you und lock on.”

Feollevwed by Ver basbful lover, the 1it-
tle woman e | beleily in and chose
the w ddinrg rnig, while her swoin
twirled his hat, blushed 3 d leoked on
As they lefe, the sloepman gazod afar

a thoughtful air

it make

vi? the response,

veking, 1'l] cowe wiih

them with aud re-
marked :

‘1 admire M:ry's t1luck, but o
shoaldu't e..ie to Le Geerze ten yoars
from pow "'—DPearsou's Weekly. ¥

Clhanges In Pronunciation.

It requires 1o very prefeu
cf English litcramre
thut the prenuneia
has uvndergone
li t three ¢
jectnry
buzarced that the wouls
bethun dramatist wou intelligi-
ble if the native
nndd eriginal provupciation were adhered
to, nud certuin, at all events, it is that
in many well known passages of Shakes-
peare the very thythm of the line im-
peratively demavas a gtrange and unae-
rastemed aceentuation ef coitain words,
With the peenliaritics of o l.:er period

|

td knowl-
10 ascertain
the laugu

1z¢ during tho

o e
ficn cf
t“'

11

av
niaricm, chrewd con-
nee been

+ Elizn-

1o a4 nouern audicnce

most people are rafliciently acquainted.
That gold was geeld and 1hat china was
havcy durirg the
ter ot o mmon know Anrdy bo ean
forgct Po pe's de cription cf Atticus:
Dreadi
And be ne'er oblivged ¥ P
The Jast mentiened mode, as well na
the tvo cthers, lingered on well inta
the precent eentury and was habitual
with Lord John Rasscll, thoagh they
are all, prcbably, by this Hmv.;;ﬂ rare
ns Howhia for Russin cod rarer than
Spaw fcr Spa.—Chambers' Journal,

stan era is mae-

2 «ven fool

. by f-tterera beejep
0 vblueging Lt

A Humbegging Story,

The story of the plot to saptare Wil
liam P irst eppearcd in the United
States mote than 25 yeas aga. It has
been eontradieted over and over again,
but it still rcappears periodically in the
vewspapers. It is wothing - than n
miseral le forgery, intended to deeviy,
the pullic either for the purpose of
puttivg its ercdunlity to a test or of
crentivg a prejudice against the early
fvenders of New England. The pame
of Mr. Juikine is entirely nnkuown at
this libraxry. No such chest of ol) pa-
pers as is alleged to have been deposited
in the archives of the sccicty hus cver
beem reccived and po such porsom na
the one said 1o bave made the s posit is
known to the membera At the date of
the document Cotton Mather wos culy
12 yeara old, which fuct alone weonld be
presuraptive evidence that Le wus uot
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and SCIENCES o

Sold With

o TELE W HESST- K |

Scientific American. —e

None who are engaged in any of the mechanieal

1 urults can o withont mepd st

i i

s : [ N
[ i b ligrld ]

LUSMOPOLITAN, ~

Ay wagazine is one of the very
inted in this country, and is sold

all subeeribers at rates within the

It is fincly illus

11

W ey,

Cand presents the names of fi:mous
Tux Wor

Mthars as

contributors,
ind  the I".._-.h::_.pu)]imn are sold atre

g _ iR g
dueed rates at this office,

THE ARENA —

We do not take possession of our ideas but are possessed by them.
They master us and force us into the arena,

S Where like gladiators, we must fight for them."”
ucl is the exalted motto of the Arena, und the

cutire contents of this monthly magazine
are upon a plane

The

thinkers js

and in keeping with iis
motto, Arena’s gullery of ewminent
4 group of interesting men and
women, and theip thoughts are worthy the
¢ nsideration of gl people,  The .\l'(lllﬂ is
sold with Tue Wisr,
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