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A, R, Geaeral Leone Post, No, B8,
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m ey, hinear month,
k. B, Mives, Commander.

B. F. Alley, Adjutant, |

0. U. W. Perpetna Lodge, No. 131,

Au meets every Ist and 3 sSaturdays

each month,  Members and  visiting

brarhiren in good standing are cordiaily |

invited tonrtend, A, C. Kuruowskv, M. W, |

F. B. Wilson, Recorder. |

|

0. 0. F. Heceta Lodge No. 111, meets |

'l every Wednesday evening in Lo e

Hall, Florence, Oregon.  Brothers in |
good standing invited to artend, S5

L. C. AckerLEY, N. G,

Mauion Moruis, Ree, Sec. |

—————— |
CHURCH CIRECTORY |

RESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Florenve, I
Oregon. Sabbath service, .‘iu_hhuth-.
school, 10 o'clock . m.  Preaching 11
o'cloek a. m.and 7 p.om. Sacrament of |
the Lord's supper on  lst Sabbath of
Januwey, April, July and October, |
Evervhody 18 welcome toall the services, |
Pustor  requests  Chirigtiuns  to nmbe |

themeelves known, K
I[. G Kxorrs, Pastor,

|
ETHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH _l
service. Preachiong at Glenada ev- |
ery third and fonrth Sundavs of each |
month, Sabbath-School every Sanduy |
at 10 4. . Pruyer meeting every Thurs-
day evening at the church. Evervbody
cordially invited. R.C.BrickweLL,

PPastor.

A. R. BUTTOLPH,
Notary Publie, Surveyor

And Collector.
OMce two doors west of Florence Hotel,
Florenoe, Oregon. i

TN
Notary Public, Land Agt

Florence

ATTORNEYS

 A. C. WQODCOCK, J
Attorney at Law, |

" il l |
- Oregon. |

Bugene, |
Building. |

ftooma 7 and ® Melaren's
Apacinl nitention given to collections and pro-
bate basiness.

L.. R. JOHNSON,

Gontractor and Builder. |

i
|

All my work will be warranted to give | GARDINER |

Call on or write to me at |

= Ore.

satisfaction.

Florence, -

JOHN C. GRAY, |

DENTAL SURCERY. o

The bast work at the most Remsonable Prices, |
OMce over Grenge Store, |
o . Oregon.

CHICAGO,

Stage Line for

BUSINEéé _OAFI; .
HORACE N. CRAIN,
Practical Watchmaker

And Dealer in Fiue Watches and Jewelry

BEugene
HENRY A. BAY, Agent

State Insurance Comp'y
Of Salem, Oregon.

This is the lending insumnee company of the
Pacific const,  As<ets n gnarter of a million dol-
Inrs.  Private dwellings and farm properiy a
specinlty,  Address me at Gandiner, Oregon, and
Iwill call upon you and insure your property,

Oregon.

IHead of Tide Hotel,

W.W. NEELY, Prop'r.

Tables furnished with all the
delicacies of the season. Wild
game, fish and fruit in season. Best
accomodations for the traveling

pub ¢,  Charges reasonable,

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
OF FUGENE.

T. G. HENDRICKS, Pnes. 8. B. EAKIN, Jn., Caswn
—

PAID UP CASH CAPITAL, - - $50,000

SURPLUS AND PROFITS, = = 850,000

ACCOUNTS SOLICITED

EUGENE, * OREGUN

F- HA " OH-» LFTAHDPNG
C'othier...

MERCHANT - TA'LAR

DEALER IN
HATS w0 CAPS,
M. * € FURNISHING GOODS
ORECON.
PUBLIC.

EUCENE,

TO THE

»

ITIMES ART HARD

—AND—

MONEY SCARCEH.

|For That Reason _»

I will sell goods for the next
60 days at greatly reduced

rates for spot cash Try me

when you have the cash,

mean what I say.

J.M.SETTLE,

IN THE CARMAN BUILDING.

FLORENCE, - OREGON.

THROUCH

UNION

TO
SALT LAKE, DENVER,

OMAHA, KANSAS C.TY,
ST. LOU:S

AND ALL

EASTERN CITIES,

31-2 DAYS 1o
CHICAGO

The Quickest to Chicago
and the East.

HOT'RS
HOURS

Through Pullman and Tourlst Sleepers,
Free Reclining Chair Cars,
Dining Cars.

Quicker to Omaha and
Kansas City.

For rates and general information eall on or

address

W.H. HURLBURT,
Anst, Genl Pass, Agent,

251 Washington 8t Cor, 2d. PORTLAND, OR

STAGE LINE.

H.H. Barrett, Prop'r,

Leaves Florence Mondays, Wednes-
dayve and Fridavs,

Arrives at Florence Tuesdays,

ays and Saturdavs.

‘onnectes with Steamer and Seotts-

hurg Btage Line for Drain. Also with

Coos Bay. Charge

reasonabie.

1 ;: Dining Cars
: Tourist

Thurs- |

TRAVELERS' GUIDE.

EUGENE-FLORENCE
*TAGE LINEL.
E. B:ings, ~__Propriztor.

Leaves Fugene on Mondavs and

Thursdays at 6 a. m , arriving in

Florence the day following at 4 p.m.

Returning—Leaves Florence on
Tuesdays and Fridays at 8 a. m.,
arriving in Eugeue the day follow-
ing at 7 p. m.

Bingle
Round trip

£5.00
§9.00

Tickets for sale at E. Fangs's
livery barn, Eugene, and at Hurd
& Davenport’s office in Florence

fare

Steamer <Robarts
SAILS
On the 1st, 10th and 20th of cach
moiith,
Single trip 83.00. Round trip $5.00

Florex:ce to Yaquina.

For Passenger and Freight Rates

i APPLY TO—

Meyer & "“yle, Florence, Or.

STEAMZIR “C003,”

Florence and Head of Tid,

Thes. F. Qakes Henry C. Payne, Henry C. Rouse Rec'vrs

ORTHERN
PACIFIC.

| N *

| S

| Pullman
. Sleeping Cars
Elegant

! Sleeping Cars

| BT. PAUL
| MINNEAPOLIS
| DULUTH

FARQO
GRAND FORKS

CROOKSTON
. WINNIPEC
I HELENA and
BUTTE

THROUGH TICKETS
| TO

CHICACO

WASHINCTON

PHILADELPHIA

NEW YORK

BOSTON AND ALL

POINTS EAST '_'“_"_‘.__OU"I'H

TO

For information, time cands, maps and tickets,
CRL UN OF write

A.D.CHARLTON,
Assistant Genernl Passenger Agent.

Portland Or.

N..D SOUTH
THE SHASTA  ROUTE
Southern Pacific Co.

OF THE
Express Traing Leuve Portland Daily

EAST A

south | North
6:15 p m | Lv Portland Ar | 8:20 n m
12:07 p m | Ly Eugene Lv |2:44 a m

10:iba m | Ar  SBan Francisco v |7:0 p m

Apove trains stop at nll stations from  Port
land to Albmny inclusive: also Tangent, Shedils,
Halsey, Hareishurg, Junetion City Irving, Eu
gene, Comstocks, Drains and all stations from
Roschurg to Ashland inelusive

ROSEBURG MAIL, DAILY.

550 A m | Lv Portland Ar 430 p m
230 p m|Lv Engene v |[10:%a m
5:50 p m|Ar Hosehurg Lv |[7:00 & m

Dining Cars on Ogden Koute,
Pullman Buffet Sleepers.
' AND
SECOND CLASS SLEEPING CARS,
attached to all Through Trains,

West Side Division

| BETWEEN PORTLAND AND CORVALLIS.

| MAIL TRAIN DAILY (EXCEPT SUNDBA Y

| 7830 a m | Lv Portiand AF |55 a m
12:15 pm | Ar Corvallis Lv | 1:00 pm

At Albany and Corvallis connect with trains
of Oregon Pacific Railrond

EXPRESS TRAINS DALY
440 pm| v Portland
T2 p m| Ar MeMinnville

Throueh Tie
Btates, Canada

EXCREFT SUNDAY.)
BN am

‘W am

AT
Lv

kets to all points in the Eactern
and Europe can be obtained at

lowest rates from L. i, Adair, Agent, Fugene
R. Korwren E. P Rowvizne

| Mavager A==t 3. F. and Pass Agt

i Portland, Oregon,

i the Luckboasrd,

L. gmounttayy |

incott Company. |
] i
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of eerie desola |
ws, and the |
ing aro never
depressingly,

shivering slightly as
The place, unreli
roemed to wear an
tion in the gatherin,
wiuds, which in
wholly silenced, g

sweeping aoross the hills. The |
buoyant - wrage w Benerally sus. |
tained he?  emuod oL Tleful vine ag |

she lovken, and with ‘wwity redfhine |
impulse she a-ked herself if the instine-
tive distrust of tho place which seemed
to possess her wire not a warning it
were well she should heed. It seemed so
wholly unt of the world, =0 beyond the
pale of human protection, pluce where
anything might happen. And to be
there alone, surrounded by a horde of
rade cowboys, without one womanly
bresence to offer houstage for their good
concuct, seemed for the moment
dreadful that she was speechless,
“Certaiuly; I am sure it must be very
comfortable,”” she murmurcd, with a
palpable effort to be civil, measnring
her eompanion anew in a EWecping
glance which was somewhat reassuring,
Instinctively she felt that she might
trust to him for protection in any event,
but still the situation was unusual, un-
couventional. She did not like it. *‘But
now that we are gtarted why can wo
not goon to K 6 ranch? I would be |
glad to pay liberally f.r your tronble, ™'
"It 18 uct a question of money.'" He
showed a ecrtain hurt dignity, “*And 1
would not particularly mind the ride
#lone i1 on huiseback, but to under-
tuke it with yon—can you not geo that it
is cu vour account that I dare not try it®

0

“But if I am willing to risk it''—

““But you do not know what the risk
means,"” he said very decidedly. *'If
you ehould be compelled to spend the
night iu the open air listening to the
voices of the coyotes, I am sure you
would blame me more severely for let-
ting you take such chances than you do
pow for refusing to go."

“‘I am not blamiug you, but if Mr.
and Mrs. Ellery had moet me would they
not have driven back tonight?"

“Indeed they would have done noth-
Ing of the sort. They always stop over
nt Camoron’s when they come down.
The round trip is too much for one day. "’

| Edith sighed wearily, abandoning
| that hope. *‘But a8 _you arve situnted it

kcems rather—well, andesirable-—that
| Fou snouia ve oaled 1o eueriaan wo-

en, it seems to me, "’ ghe murmured, fal-
tering embarrassedly. ‘I am afraid I
ought not to have come. "’

' "I am sorry that it did not occnr to

me to explain at the outset that there
are no women on the place,'’ he re-
turned, with simple directuess, a fire of
tharp impatience in his eyes.  “'It was
perhaps ivexcusable in me to overlook
it, but I have lived so long in the west
that I had simply forgotten that a lady
could feel herself unprotected and even
perhaps 1n danger with a dozen men
about her, "' |

“Dut 1 have not intimated anything
of the sort,"’ she eried, rega ding him
resentfully that he had dared to read
her thought so clearly. “'Of ecourse 1
should prefer going on to the ranch,
but since you are unwilling to under-
takeo that''— She bit her under lip vex.
edly, hoping to gosd him into tardy us-
sent,

“Perhaps you would prefer to return
to the depot," slackening the pace of
the horses, while he regarded her with |
oxasperating calm, his sanburned face |
Aushing o shado darker than it had been
before.  *‘You could be sure of a chap- |
eron there, of course, though the role
might Le a new one for good Mrs Flan- |
nigan. *’

“Certainly not!" ghe cried sharply,
inexpressibly nettled at the toue. **Now
that I am here 1 propose to stay—if I
am allowed, " |

““As a choice of evils® smiling
broadly. **Well, I think you are wise. '
Edith was looking away in an offended
dignity, and they rode down the last
emall hill in silence, the road leading
by the barn to the house, “*I will ecall
Mr. Blythe, the manager, who is stand-
ing in the door yonder,” he remarked
indifferently when they were near the
barn. ‘““He has charge of the house.” |

She had been looking onriously at the
group of men, rough of dress and in no
case prepossessing of feature, grouped
against the black background of that
wide doorway. At Brown's eall one of
them came toward the team, furtively
eying the stranger. Miss Ellery’s ideal
of the cowboy, somew hat shaken by the
looks and bearing of her « SCOTt, secmed
fairly restored in this individual, who
was evidently of more common clay
and painfully conscious of that fact in
the presence of this smartly elothed
Young woman,

“Let we introduce Mr, Blythe, Mise, "
Erown began, halting at the uame, with
& questioning glauce,

“My namo is Ellery. I am Hugh El
lery’s sister,” she eaid to the new-
comer, with her most gracions smile,
rather pitying the man's embarrass-
meut and goiug on to explain about
the miscarried telegram, ‘I wanted to
hire a tean to take nie outo the K 6 ranch
tonight, but Mr. Brown did not seem
to thionk w wonld be adviaahle, '’ ghe
concluded, with a lingering hope that
this gentleman might perhaps by inclin-
ed toward the furtherance of her wishes.

"No; bardly pay you to make the trip
by night unless yon like camping, '’ he
#aid, with o wooden smile. **And there's
1o need cither. We've got room enough,
Lord Jnows. Drive on to the housa,
Brown, and we'll see what we can do
to make the lady comfortable,”' In EOMme
way he attached himself to the back of
wheuee Lo preseutly

.

Bpraug down to open a door of the
house, with cordial, if somew hat awk
ward, hospitality,

“Come right in,’" he eried as Brown
belped the girl tothe ground. *‘Brown,
Just bring in the lady's things, Here,
you, Joe,"* going to the door and shout
ing in the direction cf the barn, ‘‘come
over and hold these horses. And [ Jr e
11 just light up the fre. It grows chil
Iy here evenings this time of the year,"
This to the guest, who stood by the
door, curiously glancing about the roomna,
It was still light enough to see that the
placo was furnished with o certain ole-
gance, although bare of ornament and
arranged with the uncompromising
atiffness that told of a masculine hand,
Already the cheery matter of factness
of her reception had fairly assuaged her
foolish fears.

“You can take any of these, ' Mr.

ythe remarked, hospitably throwing
open + gougle of . doors, revisling.other
apartments seewingly like the first in
all essentials. *‘And the cook will have
supper ready for you in a couple of
minutes. What, you won't take a bite?"’
he remonstrated with cordial disappoint
meut as she hastily declined. *Qh,
you'd better have a little something
We don 't put on much style, but there's
Plenty of grub, snch asit is,'’ But Miss
Ellery would have vothing. She had
had a luuch at Cheyenne.  **Well, is
there anything else we can do for you?"
ho urged, his glance ranging the roon
in anxions search for some further sery
ice.  Brown had unstrapped the truuk
and brought an armful of wood for the
box behiud the stove, “‘Of course if vou
think of anything you'd like you'll speak
of it. And what time will you be called
in the morning, ma'um?"

I would like to get started as carly
as possible,  Could we get away by 4
o'clock?"”

“Sure, "' while Mr. Blythe grinned
broadly at the notion of this hour being
reckoned eurly where the working day
began at balf past 4. **Shall 1 tell the
rook to call youn at 7 for your breaxfast?
Very well.  Then we can get started as
soon as you like after. 1 bhope you'll
deen well, ma'am, " the foreman added,
seremontonsly lifting his hat and turn-
Ing to go.  **Good night. **

"I hope you'll be comfortable, ' said
Brown, halting anxiously on the door-
step.  “‘If the fire should get low or if
you should want anything, if you will
just come to the door and olap your
hands, Mexican fashion, I shall be sure
to bhear you. Andif yon should hear the
dogs prowling about in the night I hope
you won't let it make you nervous.
Nothing can possibly molest you, "'

“You are very kind. Geod night, and
thank you so much.”” Tho unaffocted
eagerness of these men to make her wel
come and to contribute to her comfort

sort of shame for the ungracious doubts
which had assailed her. The novelty of
the situation was even beco.ing pleas-
ently exciting,
lamp upon the small table and drawn
Ln easy chair invitingly beside it,

forth o crackling soug of cheer, and the
room began to wear an air that was
fairly cozy and homelike,

; Wiawm 4 b
i ¢
| DESERT CLAI"M. |
g - - —h 4 L . L
4 L
: + + + SUBSCRIE Wow, |
e e e o T —— —— -l
No. 43
-
LY, 4 Kutss TACMO Uit any bl tuis ¢ f o d wire fen N ot h
trip. We don't generally charro onr ing 1 fau i Ineas-
friends for a meal of vietuals in Wro- up . LTy ber asg
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The girl drew back, glancing aronnd pink and white and yellow of primroses
vexedly.  Although recognizing Blythe and the ved fire of wallows
as the actual representative of the ab- “Thoe boundary of Cameron's land,
sent  proprietor, she yet instinetive ly  DBrown observed, p r out the line
turned to Brown as the one chiefly con-  of fonce., **He has 0 acres here
nerned in her entertainment, and there Qutside you will be quite bevond the

was something that jarred upon hLer
curiously in the growing sense of obli-
gation to him. The most careful hostess
could not have been more punctilionsly
mindtol of the comfort of a favored
guest thau had been these rough wien.

| The same thoughtfulness that had sent

the lunch to her roum the night before
had spoken iu the hot water for her
badp which the csol JLad been inspired
to bring to her dour when he came to
call her in the morning, and later, when
he came to show her the way to the din-
ing room, whire she breakfastod alone,
it was to find the table laid with all the
luxury and daintiness which the re-
sources of the establishment permitted,
not even forgetting a bunch of fresh fic lad
Howers in a glass beside her plate. But,
while fully appreciating each smallest
atteution, the more that they were all
fomewhat piquantly spiced with unex-
pectedness, she had yet rather acceptoed
uverything as a matter of course, to be
paid for in duo forwm, having gathered
that it was a part of the regular busi

ness of the place to provide entortain-
ment for such travelers as happened
that way. There scemed a suggestion
almost humiliating in the manager's
simple speech. She felt drawn down
pearer the level of these men that they
bad received her simply as a friend:
that she had been really their Buest.

““But this is preposterous !’ she quick-
ly protested. ‘I was a perfect stran-
ger''—

“'Mr. Ellery’s sister couldn't be con-
sidered a stranger at Cameron's ranch,
and besides 1 don't see who you could
Py auyhow, secing that 1 ain't au-

thorized to collect bills, while Mr.

| Cameron ain't here himself, don't you
sep?'”
"“And 1 suppose that there is ne gin-

| B jar on the mantolpiccos’

she ex-
claimed, swiling vexedly.

“A which?’ blurted the astonished
ranchman, whose re ading bad evidently
never wandered within the realms of
fletion as far as the adventures of Mrs,
Lecks and Mis. Aleshine,

“Why ehould you not leave it for
your brother to settle with Mr., Camer-
on?"’ suggested Brown diplomatically,
“They have so many business deali

TF]

. - | together that it would be easy for them
in all possiblo ways fllled her with a | OB :

| account wonld
Brown bhad lighted a | e . b

The |
fre in the corner stove was sending |

Left alone, with alert curiosity, she |

went about examining everything in de-
tail, relieved to find that locks and win-
dow fastenings were all secure. She
happencd, in her rostless movement, to

catch a glimpse of herself in the mirror |

above the dresser and stopped with a
desultory interest that hLad nothing to
do with wvanity, idly sarprised at the
unaccustomed brightness of the dark
brown eyes which now seemed almost

| black, with a touch of pleased appreci-

ation for the brilliant color borrowed

the nut brown hair to a disorder only
the more becoming, A whimsical ques-
tioning eprang up in her cyes as she
looked. She wondered what measure of
admiration this man Brown had given
her, this horse trainer, whose orbit
could not often have been erossed hy
women of hor world. And yet sho could
not be sure, [er thoughts reverted to

| from the winds, which had roughened |

bim in puzzled inquiry as shoe removed !

her hat and gloves. Sho was aroused

from her musing by a knock at the door, |

which, when opened, revealed
ning fellow whose clean white jacket
told that he was the cook, even had not
the truy he bore spoken moro elogquently
to that cffect,

““Mr. Brown thounght you might like
a cup of tea, even if yon did not care
for supper, miss,'" heo said, moving the
lamp aside to deposit hLis barden upon
the table. ““Mrs. Cameron often likes a
cup of tea in her room when she is
down, and I just brought a little bread
and cold beef and w bit of Jelly to help
the tea along like, and Mr, Brown sent
you the magazines, thinking you might
like something to read, and I'l] Just
fetch you some fresh water, if von
please,”" enatching up a pitcher from
the avashstand  and vauishing through
the inner room,

A low langh broke from the @irl's
lips as she looked at that improvised ten
table, whereon was provender sufficient
for a couplo of hungry men. “*Well, if
one must be wreeked on o dosert ieland,
oue could hardly do better than this, '
ehe murmuared, lnxnrionsly inhaling the
fragrance of the tea, which was per-
fuasively appealing to a latent appetite,
"“As a desert island it conld hardly be
improved, after all—with thanks to my
man Friday, whose real name is''—
curionsly reading the penciled inserip-
tion on the books, ‘* ‘Paul Brown'—
Paul Brown, a breaker of horses, who
writes his name like a gentleman of ed-
ucation, who talks like a gentleman of
education and whose taste in literature
is evideutly that of & gentleman of edu-
cation. Really, Mr, Brown, of all the
delightful features of this desert island,
I think you are quite the most mysteri-
ously intercsting. '’

There was a moment of new discom-
fiture the next morning when, the huck-
board at the door, Miss Ellery, prettily
expressing appreciation of the hospital.
ity she had enjoyed, asked Mr. Blythe
for her bill,

“Bill!"" he repeated surprisedly, with
aanoer grin. “Well, really, Mige E)-

o grin- |

to artend toit. "' And with this arrango-
ment Miss Ellery was forced to he con
teut, although still persuaded that this
never reach any more
tubstantial sottlement than was ex-
pressed in her thanks,

“1 feel as if 1 had not thanked liim
halt enough, since he would 1t me give
him nothing else,” she remarked . to
Brown, glancing back as they wero
driving over the hill behind the house,

“I am sure you have uite over-
whelmed him,'" he returned, smiling
broadly. *‘I hope, by the way, that you
have forgiven wme for bringing you to
the placc?'’

“I am afraid it is you who are not
forgiving,'' her choeks flushing rather
uncomfortably. ‘I feel that I was so
ungracious last night. 1 ought to apolo-
Rize, "

"'Oh, don't speak of it,"" with rather

| perfunctory courtesy,

“I'was g0 tired, and it was all so
strauge, '’ gho urged in  extenunation.
I hardly know what T did uxpect, but
It was all so lovely, aiter all, Every-
body was 8o kimd, and you especially,
Mr. Brown. By the v 7, 1. have not
thanked you for sending those maga-
zines. It was g0 very thoughtful, " :

“Bwas afraid you might bave remd
them, but I happened to have nothing

"Ihl!.

“You are fond of reading?'’ sho ob-
served tentatively,

“Of light reading—yes, 1 enjoy tho
magazines at odd moments, 1 have 1no
time, even if I had tho energy left, for
heavy literature, '’

““You are very busy*' Thisas a uis-
tion,

“Generally time is not allowed to
grow heavy on my hands, **

“I am afraid I have taken you, from
some work this morning.’ This with
polito regret, although it struck her
with an odd sense of dismay that ho
might have sent somebody else to.drive
the team, a o mtingency which she
promptly admitted to hersolf sho would
not linve liked,

“Oh, this!" reddening slightly. *1
know the way #0 much better than the
others that it was best I should eome. "'
Then, as thouvgh he would divert the
subject from himself: ““1 judge that you
are interested in photography., Yon will
find a fine fleld for snap shots at the K
B ranch, '’

““You know the place?'’ sho exclaimed
eagerly. ““You have been there?’

""Yes; I have been there. It is rather
@ nice country, "’

“Nicer than this, I hope,”" she re-
marked, with a somewhat cheapening
glance at the landscapo before them

"*No better range, '’ smiling, with the
eye of a cattloman, upon the vast flelds
of rich grazing ahead. *‘But Big Cow
creek is quito a pretty stroam, with a
good many trees along its banke, which
e appreciates in o land where, for the
most part, thero aro hardly trees cne
to hang the Lhorse thicves
try 1s more hilly and broken, more pic
turesque, than this '’

They had passed over the line of low
hills, zigzagging down a candy draw on

ugh

n. The coun

the other side, and now the ro i, mers
parallel lines of wheel marls alinost
overgrown with grass amid flowers, lay
before them until vaguely lost in th
distance. Almost at the horizon s wind
mill stretehed its long arms idly agais

the sky, and beyond a dotted line ran
wn aud down noross the o Z2 land,

Y—in other words,
muain, which is wholly

limits of g
upon the publie
d, of course

e land belongs to nobody?**

“Ouly to a paterual government,
whose hold upon it is go light that nny.
body wmay have it for the asking, If you
would like seme Wyoming land, Miss
Ellery, you will presently be face to
face with a glorious epportunity,

“I had fancied that I might take np
some land when [ west, "' gho
swmilingly confessed, "My brother has
taken up o g ' B

"1 suppose s0,'" ho answered rather
dryly, vyet s “Aund
will you take up o homestead or a des-
ert claim?'’

“Oh, the latter, I think!

cume

line amie Iy
WAS amusedly,

That gives

oue the most acres, does it not? But
thi the government must offer  me
B0l rather more inviting than
this. Ido not want quite such a desert, **

“And what do you propose to do with
your land when you have discovered a
location sufliciently picturesque?"’

Al who knows?' she returned,
smiling enigmatically, “‘I think I shall
simply keep it to enjoy the seusation of
richuess, '’

"1 suppose it has not entered into your
calculutions that the possession might
involve anything like 'embarras de
richessos?'*

“*No; .I had hardly thought of tha, '’
she absently admitted, adding after a
moment, **You have not lived in Wy-
oming all your life, I suppose?'’

“I am not quite one of the aborig-
fnes,”" ho replied after a perceptible
Instant of hesitation. “Have you no-

ticed that little bird?'* he irrelevantly
added, as though with no particular
thought of changing the subject, indi-
cating a tiny creature that was cireling
round and round the team as they went,
keeping ever with them, ““They are curi-
ous little fellows, those buffalo birds, as
they are called. They have a habit of
following the stock about the range,
secmiing to form attachments for partie-
ular horses and eattle, becoming regular
satellites. It is awmusing to watch their
queer little ways.  When a couple of
tirem happen to alight near each osher,
thoy will bob-their heads back and forth
like » mockery of little old men saying,
‘How de do? Then of a sudden, per-
haps, they will seem to trump up somo
Imaginary  offense, humping up their
and wriggling  their tails,
twearing at ono another in pantomime,
&5 it were, sharpening their bills on the
fround, as though preparing for most
sanguinary battle, Buat it is all a blufF,
for after trying to stare one another out
of countenance for a moment or two it
always appears that one is afraid and
the other dares not, and so the affair
ends by hoth flying away in & sort of
shamefaced Horry, never looking back, "

"You have been very observing, ' she
remarked, almost with ivritation, Why
wil tan, in whom nature and ed-
ucation appearcd to havo worked to-
gether in the making of a gentlenan,
off from the world to which it
eecined he might legitimat ly belong,
mercly s breaker of horses on these Wy-
oming plaing?  Why, when ghe had go
pointedly given him an opportunity,
would he not explain himself?

“Some things have been rather foroed
upon my obeervation, ' he said simply.
“I was line rider onece for awhile. Then
the stock, the covotes amd prairie dogs,
rattlesuakes and bivds were about all
tho sgeiety 1 had.  Naturally 1 came to
know them pretty well. !

“Line rider?"

“You don't understand, ' smiling at

thoulders

this

cut

her puzzled air as he spoke.  **Bat Yol
wust know that the Wyoming Stoel
Growers' aszociation has had a fenes
built along the eastorn lino of tho stato
to keep the cattle from drifting over in-
to Nebraska in the he avy storms, which
used to involve =0 mineh trouble anl e

pense i getting them back, to say noth-

ing of inevitablo lusses,  And the ¥ em-
ploy four wen to ride along the line of
this feuco all the while, two to look
alt and the others to taks
gare of the fi It is a dreary life fo
the poor fellows, almest as bad as herd
ing shoep, and men gomad at that, you
know

It must Lo
veying the dreary oxpans
with ashudder. I cannot imggine how
one eould chooso such o life, "'

er tho cuttle

nee,

simply horrible,”" sur.

y them,

“Few of us Lave the choosing of onr
lives,”” he' returned in a tone which
seemed gomehow to diseouragoe question-
iug .or comment as to his own case
“Fate rather keeps the game in her
own hands, you know Aud if some of
us happen to find oursclves line vide «
in the course of events, if we are phi
losophers, wo simply grin and bear it ",

"I should think it would be too much
for even o philosopher to grin under
such circmnstances, ' she persisted

“"Ah, philosophers grin at all things
They know that it looks better than ¢
img, and that nive times out of te
goes just ns far toward 1 ho
evill'" ho said, with W erim

ey 1
Sedf Fxamination.
I.ot not gleep foll upon thy evea till
thou I S ICHT
p Whore have |
Larus . What hawve
I been « \ I left nudone
W s 1 onght tol Bigin thu
from  the f t el e
conel " [ thom hae
d t I rejul for th
e
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F ST




