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The habit of Tue Wesr is one of !
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¥ granary of these mountain slopes.
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ANSWER OF THE

AHERICAN BOOK CO.
TO ITS DEFAMERS,

A STATEMENT OF FACTS BY THE
AMERICAN BOOK COMPANY
TO THE PLEOPLE OF
OREGON,

A pmblic attack upon the methods, ma- |
tives, and business, interests of the Amer- |
can Book Company, by a small 5'.-.b-i
committee of the ‘“‘Committee of One |
Hundred," of Portland, Oregon, has re. '
cently been published in the
ian,” a newspaper of that city.

The “report” embodying this altac
made up of a mass of misin '
unsupported charges, bascless ruwmors,
and unjustifiable suspicions.

Upon this ex-parfe showing, with ne
solid basis of fact or preof whatever
upon mere assertions and insinuations, |
our character and our busines |
sailed. Under such ¢
but just to ourselves, and Lo our mans
friends and patrons in Oregon and oun
the Pacific Coast, to
plicit answer to these slanderous uiis
representations,

"\J'.i'l"l.'ll-

circum

make a lu

THE SUB-COMMITTER'S CHIARGES AGAINST
US.

1. That our corporation was frandu
lently and deceitfully org .

2. That we coustitute a
monopoly.

3. That this alleged trust and
nopoly had existed, as such a “‘combina

and s

tion,” for many years beilore the ingor-
poration of our company.

4. That we have been guilty
ery, and that we systematically

of brib |

pursue |
our business thirough a policy of buibery
and corruption,

5. That our elamentary publications
are without ment,

6. That we palm off inferior books ou
what the sclf-constituted censor:
“backwoods states.”

7. That our profits in Oregon s
$30,000 a year,

8. That the effect of this alleged ma-
nopoly is to the
school system," and thereby ‘‘the p
are cheated of the right to independeu:
teachers, good schools, and good books,""

Having in miud the full force of our
words, we most seriously and empl
cally declare that each and every one oi
the above charges is absolutely false, and
that they are unsupported by any jroo
or evidence whatever; and
vite an examination of them in «

style

“disastrous public

g ublic

we liereby ia-

THESE CHARGES WIIOLLY LIBELOUS.

’A‘Jthangh advised by eminent counsel
that the charges made against our com-
pany are clearly libelous, aml wovls
form the basis of saccessful suits, bolb
criminal and civil, if they wes
against us as individuals, we shall not I
hide behind our cerporate organis
or wait for the customary slow motiou of
the courts, We do not shrink from the ‘
broader trial of this issue by that public i

made

tion

before whom we have been accused, as |

we have complete confidence in its sense

of fairness and justice, aud tlherefore

make this public answer.

THE SOURCE OF THESE SLANDEROUS BR- |
rORTS.

There is but one reasonable explanatios |
as to the source of these attacks. They |
emanate from some competitor in busi- |
ness who has the skill to make use of |
venal or gullible persons to publish and |
circulate bis own attacks aud calumnies |
for him, expecting in this way to build i
himself up by defaming the character of l
his competitors. These reports, which
are copied as news by the various country i
journals, illustrate the fine art of procur- |
ing free advertisiug. |

A "HIDDEN MONOPOLY." i

It is charged that the American Book |
Company was incorporated in New |
Jersey, with a capital of £5,000, and that
*‘under this modest organization was hid- |
<den one of the greatest monopolies ever
known in this country.’” Itis true that
the American Book Company was legally
incorporated January g9, 18go, and with |
the amount of capital named, But for :
what reason was this state chosen and
this small amount of capital made use of, |
and what were the subsequent steps of its |
corporate development?

New Jersey was chosen because its
laws are more favorable to
ing interests like ours than the laws of
some other states, and because several of
our large stockholders, who became di- ‘

|

manufactur-

rectors, reside there. As is required and |
customary, ‘‘a prioncipal '
ness'' was designated in that state,
New Jersey laws, however,
that they require the money which reg
resents stock issued to be all ac

place of busi. |
The |
are 80 Ssiru :
1
1ally pa
in: or, when the mioney is not so paid in |
that actual property at a cash valuatio
sli 1!l be parchased as the basis for sto
In this latter cas= the sto
certificites for
bear stamped on their face,
property purchased.” It
on simple grounds of convenic
ecnna

issued,

issued property m
“Iesued f

was

my that a company was at

forme: with this small capital, with
view of afterwards purclissing the
quired properties and issuing propert
stock therefor, according to the stat

To have doue
wise would hiave necessitated tie lockin

up, on the first incorporation of the com-

law of that state.

| plete and clear, it

| made by this company,

| legal

| fered with their public

| ting the agency operations for

| lic everywhere to rea

pany, or a very large sum of money in
cash, to lie idle until ready to be turned
over for the several publishing plants
acquired, a very clumsy and expensive
proceeding which no seusible man would
advise.
Within

incorporation

four months after the original
all the subsequent steps of
purchasing property and increasing the
capital of the company to five million
dollars, the actual cost of its publishing
plants, were taken and every one ol
these steps was official and public, and
made matter of record both at the capi-
tol of the state in Trenton, and at Jersey
City, in Hudson County, the coporate scat
of the company. Thus,if the whole record

| were quoted and published, instead of

being garbled for purpeses of deceiving,
by publishing only the preliminary stcp ol
incorporation, we should. be truthfully
and fairly represented. As to the amount

| of our capital and the size and import

ance of our business we have nothing to

conceal; indeed, we regard the g au
| gregate of our sales, spread over th
whole country, as the measure of co
dence of the schiool publie in our
pany, aud as an unimpeachable indd
| ment of the superior merit of our puul
| cations,
In order to make this statement con

should be sail t

the purchase of all school-hook propu

| lished rules of valuing publishing
| plates and plants. The price pa
the II.lI}-\I' school-hook interests w

| exception to this rule, No bonus o
| inducement of any kind w o
given to anybody, much less was

any undue influence or duress exei

forming any alleged **d

basely insinuated in thi
port.”
ISHING

COMPANY,

AT

The

“this co

in existence lor over Le

incorporation"

There had Lbeen no comm

of

tion busine
ith the entire inde

firm, nothing that h

consolid

ests, no

ferin

nothing
pendence of cach
the slizhtest effect

g that i

n pric of scl
upon prices ol sch

m and regula

or inter

books, notl

sale in any particular. There had been a |
“Publishers'

tempted to restrain thie evils and extrav-

Association,” whicl

agances of agency work for the introdune
tion of school books, but nothing that
attemipted any restriction of the regular

| business as between publishers, or as ve-

tween the several publishers and the pub
lic. The traflic was absolutely open and
free, and it never been otherwise,

Nearly every reputable publishing house
in the
I'ublishers’ Ass

was represented in this
or co-operated

count

sociation
with it directly or indirectly.

Why was the American Book Company
formed? The answer is the si ing
in the world—for cconomy and efficiacy
in conducting the school-book business,

| [t was thought that the combined skill
| of the most expericnced and sagacious
| publishers, the combined judyment of
| the®most accomplished editors, and ju-
dicious use of large capital in stimuli- |
ting the best authorship, would bring |
the greatest measure of success; that the |

bringing together of these forces would
tend to utilize the highest educational
thought and crystallize it into the best
text-books. Desides all this, there were
the very obvious economies in consolida-

wlac

the books, and the merchandizing opera-
tions of distributing them to consumers,

| All these economies enable the Company

to furnish the best possible text-books at
the lowest poss The
can Book Comipany, by at once

ible prices. Amen-

increas
ing its discount and inangurating met
ods for regulating the rctail prices
middlemen, g
of school books to the people; a

atly cheapened the
establishing ite own depots in difi
sections of the country, enahled t

lity

obtain 1t

| lications at the reduced prices.

HAS A TRUST B
MONOPOLY

N CREATED AND

ESTABLISHED!

A trust or monopoly, as defined 1

es and by the Uni

author
State statue laws, must possess Ll
essentials, namely:
Power to control production, and
Power to establish arbitrary pri
all such production.

Without these elements there ¢

no lllﬂl‘]r:pn:_\', coercion, or opjr
In the publication and sale of sch

books the excrcise of neither
powers is possible.
be authors, are as numberless as ‘'t
sands of the sea,” and capital and pros<
are everywhere available to
book. There are at the present t
in the United States, according to
official The Pub

Weekly, more than a hundr )
tions, firmsy el houses issuing s
publication®ycemd there are ncarly
thousand
publication.

ol th

Authors, and woul

print

trade organ,

different volumes in cur

It is a matter of no

among all teachers and school «
that competition between dilforomt b
publishing school text-books has n
the |

tion of the American Book Company,

been more active than since

than exists at the present moment., Comn

petition is even strong ene ugh to stimu

late the wildest and basest slan
against a large and successful b

the Amer 1 Book Compa v

and whe r an important tion
being considered, as is at present the |
case in the state of Oregon; with the

evident purpose of shifting the

1ssue

| tain it,

| take batic his money.”

rom the merits [ e bo ks (
sion of personafities

Stimulated by the charges of such eves-
prr.-s‘m:t and sometimes virwient t‘\l'.“;?PHA
tion, there were Lrought about two legis-
of the
Ameri respectively o
the states ot Ilinois,
In these investigations and hearings the

lative inguiries as to the status

an Book Company,

Penunsylvania and

testimony of everybody was p
, booksellers, educators,
Each of
0 their respective legis-

from th

letely ex

politici: cranks,
the two reports, t
ese invest
d the Amen-
in any
or mounepoly, as
ed. At the Harris

e leading publishers

latures,

tions, cou

can Book Cowmpany from being,

sense or form, a
o
, all t
*hiladgiphia, aud other

had been fal

burg
of
cities were peesent, and, testif

New Youk,

wlhere any competitor had besn
1 out" or oppressed by this com-
Aud we hereby offer this chal-
to respectable yol-hook

: whole country today te

come forward and declare under oath

pression in
Book
or that it is witlun his experi-
that
any ti
“to

stroy  all legiti

can

this
y at-
crush

owlet

vree

: OF

BRIBERY AND

CORRUPTION?

the old ries are

In this report re-

rents of this company,

Wasinng

in the state of West

ing e

declared that he knew of |

ton and 1l anotaer
Virginia, attempted bribery., Where 13 |
the proof that these agents attempted

w elther case? OQbserve, il 13 noL Clary’

hat biibery
tempted."”
draggis

titne, w

was committed, but
The Washiugton case, after

h three of

r
t

Hat. |

along in the courts for some | u
the acccused agents |

and detectives in their jurisdiction and |
under bail, was decided in favor of the |
agents, It was then appealed to a higher |
court, seat back for re-trial, and finally |

dismisse 1
This ““report’ also states that in
the West Virginia case the agent ‘‘was
publicly reprimanded and compelled to
Is this the usual
couclusion when bribery is proved to
have bern attempted or committed?
Theee two unfortunate
results of the sharp practice induced by a

scandals, the

| very exciting competition between agent-

(whiere the “monopoly” does not scem
to have *‘crushed out the competition,’)
were tlie results of palpable tricks set up,

ont agent upon another; and the Ameri
cay Book Company promptly disavowed
apy responsibility or counection
them, Among the hundreds of thousands
of annual tiausactions of this company,

wilh

these are the only instances ever cited
against it, and these are alleged to have
taken place within a few months alter
And
thaugh the campaign of abuse and defa

the organtzation of the company.

mation has been actively carried on ever
since, its authors and promoters have not
to add to
wensations, grown threadbare with use,

buen able these old and false
After citing the above cases, this “re-
“These : only
specific instances; but the history ol this

purt'’ goes on to say:

ompany's operations in Mississippt, Mis
souti, Ohio, New Jersey, and other states
gives us the impression that its methods
wre corrupt, and leads this committee to
that

iiis is a well-defined policy of the com-

the almost irresistible conclusion

pany itsell in the selection of some of

| 1ts agents and instrumentalities.”’
i

What does the writer of this villainous

atiack upon bhonorable men Anow
of the history of this company in the
Nothing whatever; and

ne is challenged to produce any prool of

states named?
iy transaction on our part incousistent
vith teir and honorable deahng.

"It

most reckless

Lins defamatory report continues:
Lhaat

sces ful operations have been con-

appear its

Vil @lso

el suc
¢d 1o what it probably considers the
kwoods states of West \’I[',,:ili]l. Mis

Missouri, California, Washing-
and that

il many other places its success,

| Ure in New Lug

gon

u the school-book

in monopol

i hus been short hived.”

for lack of evidence to main- |

| larger than t

| wor excellen

i U 13
i AMERIL COMPANY
has set
vcensor of the
it }l\ll}k‘i

n Book Com-

i I ¥ + eompany has

i t be flv confined

mic r grades, it is

Vi in the rrades and in

1athematics,” Ie it is cheap-

r for the America i Company to
wrint and furnish am rior book than a
o nae, and 158 1 redlor upm
the ascorer one, althg it may sell it at

a much less pnee,' instances Har

nnyion’s speller, & a wretch

book ,

ys it is
ap paper
Liristles with

ed madle and
pasieboard,”
TyrT— g
3@, binding, it
ting of a poc
'|.v.|..'., a

miuch

.IH

That the paper,
ion, and mar

troduee

ts less and give a greater

at a

is sold

price,” than a correspondingly manufac-
tured 1 f Ligher intellectual merit,
2 which is si taie,

Ar o knows .'ll:}'l] ihout the
i isiness, or who has any com
n t the cost of the
I 1 r—that is, the me
- a1 ction—is .precisely the
same whether the book itself be

vad, or indifferent, It is also well k

that the cost of copyright is $o small a

waduetion as

:rence; while the
introduce and
1 merit, with a

ot long give satis

plac would ten
i cost ol |
ton's Speller is an excellent
ik ared by the late very bright
il accomplished superintendent of the
New Delford, 8, schoo!

s Lirst p

its reputalior

lorsed it by its great name
is also approved on

rs all over the cowm

y used that its eirc
The relative

this book, however, is no

nud so wid

whed into millious,

8 re

on

le average profit on otl
schiool books,
is one

If there chiaracteristic in the
hmerican list

aronounced than another, it is the supor

Beok  Company's 1o

)
¢ of its elementary book-
prepared  for and
schools, as all teacliers, superinten

comunuion pramima |

dent
and unbissed publishers who kaow the
If a bool
ia found to be faulty, s corrected; il il
ts purpose and i
"']. viar uniforn

instructions

facts will unanimously testify

coustant
are to present and w
sectizn those heoks of «

likely to prove most ac

able to its school wotk, without
to thie fact that one ho
to us tha

agents are not informed as to which

p1n.i'.-:1-'|o

pay copyright and which do not; o
the relative profitablenc
]:llh'lir.'ntil)l:s. As a sound busie 1

our object is to maintain a Li

tion and secure permancncy o
supplying books of the 1L liest
and of the zinds which will b u
factory te omr  pettons, A«
poticy of farcing poor hooks that .

wanted upou any stare or section
foolish to merit a momeit's co
tion.
IS THE AMERICAN BOOK
TILK TO PURLIC |

To the charge in the
monopoly is
school system,
cheated of the
teachers, good schools ain
we this 15 a
strous accusation not only

disastrous
" and that
right to

answer that

| against the teachers and s hool

we not Lheen accustomed to con- |
ler the states named as “*Lackwoods,”
v invidious cotwparison with the more |

hickly settled and richer portions of the

ountry It is well known that rural and

wwricultural communities are quite as in

honest, acd hizgh minded in

telligent,

their dealings, and as capable of taking

ire of themselves and their own inter

and trading
tleat

luctions or whole

esls, as are ma

The

luring

communities, lacts are there

have been no new it

sale changes in books in West Virginia,

California, and Oregon siuce the forma

ation of this comnpany, in which it could

have shared, The Washington adoption
L] ¥

weurred within a moauth after the com

pany had commence} business, so that it
had little share in that. In Mississippi
and Missouri, under new | , peneral
changes in books have taken place 1n
which this company has shared, alter
most active cot on wila many other

publishing hou

“‘hackwoods’ charge,

As to the itis a
act which can he monstrated bLv the
wecount books of the company's sales
New England and the Middle and West
rn Stote the alder and more sely
W tlated secttous of the cou v, whier

ucation has lon been estaly

e text-hooks of this com.
ively taach more large
¢ thau In
more sparsely scitled regious.

y in

rewote and

ties of the state of Oiegou. I
effect that your teach
superintendents allew tl
hoodwinked and glieated
of schiool hooks, No stat
more untrae ungust ’
minded and intelligent ol
of your state. It is 1ncield
man in his senses
traduce and 1esigeds 11a
low citizers, wwch loss L
public edu-sticn.

Refuting  Uue infamous ol
make this clear sssertlon, and o,
all intell rut who know th
tory of the schiovis of this country to
whether or wot it is true, \/
that no hodvy of men have ever
late popular edu

or

woull thn

el

more to st
foster progressive atd enlightened
ods of
thought, and y-
tellectual gros
the men who, as schemibook publisher
were the pre the
Book Compars simy have ace

teaching, arouwse ed

redy vromaot

of ‘re country, Lia

cR0rs of Americar

and om

plished all these things by constantly
aroducing, from time to time, the best
possible school text-books. We further
assert that those who compose the pres-
ent management of the American Book
Company are still faithful
traditions, and are still doing for the
schools of this country, through furnish.
with g ol books! all that ex.

to these high

ing then

perience and capital ean accomplish.

THE AMERICAN BOGK COMPANY IN

CUREGON

It is chargo] that this company and,
he which has existed for
nan ¥ ramed wour te xt-hook
a 1 that all your scl ook,
except Brooks Yormal Arithanetic and
Aree ollier vaiy USimuortaut bLooks,”

sUSINESS CARU TRAVELERS' GUIDE.

were selected from the American Book
Company’s list.

The simple facts are that there never % S Tobo 2
has been any such " ecombination floe HOF‘“‘\(" '\'I CRAIN' l‘;[_ll‘l‘JN l“_ b‘l)( )l{l‘:;\(‘E
many vears,” or for anpy -, asis al- 5

jeged; and thet the adotion of booxs  Practical Watchmaker STAGE LINE.

six year yin Or n took place tweo

years before Ui 2 ok Com. Al Dl e Wt EL Bangs,  Proprietor.
pany cau ( 1l under Oregon. ) R —

open competion between the differeut Leaves Eugene on Mondsys and
entirely 1 ! 5 every Thursdays at 6 a, m, arriving in
. .1:“ .:\: .‘ ) = I I w ' HZNRY A. BAY. Agent Florence the day following at 4 p.m.

Returning —Leaves Florence on

les 1l ti 1 1 P | T
P04 . s bty e § lll%ll]'lllll'{‘( Iﬂllli V | Tuesdays and Fridays at 8 a, m,;
g e3 ¢l by those who are ig arriving in Engeune the day follow-
norant of th I I of the profits | ing at 7 p. m,
on school books being $40,000 a year i o
Oregon, as cl ..‘..;.. lin ‘report,” this ]I Single fare o B - - 85.00
| sum more nearly represents the total w L = - g .
ThionE B anhal sites fu thns state— Round trip - & = = $9.00
h, in any event, is not more than | Tickets for sale at E. Bangs's
R L i B ;l‘."-ll\“':.l!.llt.,‘;'_i Head of Tide HOtE', livery barn, Etgene, and at Hurd
v by W. W. NEELY, Prop'r. & Davenport’s office in Florence.
e American D I"l Tables furnished with all the D
‘A " delicacies of the season.  Wild Stea imer Robart’
q 1 1, what dic | game, Ii;h and [ruit inl.-u-:l.—uu. |I:I|-.~[ ain
the | I | ee wlations  for e 1irave g
| bli R P Il,. I e - FAVEIIE | On the 1st, 10th and 20th of each
il 1t publie.  Charges reasonable, e
lhad alveady beer month,
tate? We stat Single trip 83.00. Round trip §5.00

Cry  persot

vt s EIRST MATIONAL - BANK Florence to Yaquina.

. | by thde peoj OF EUGENE. | For Passenger and Freight Rates
b I i , I. ‘ \‘_\‘ 3 I._\‘t ‘1 T. G. HENDRICKS, Paes. 8. B. EAKIN, Jn., Caswn | rova—
b 8 b ngiiie > CASH CAPITAL, - - $60,000
' ' Sy Sy e SORPLUS AND PROFITS. - - sco0oo Meyer & Kyle,  Florence, Or.
of nl. It s | ACcCOUNTS SOLICITED v
jot with von l ttilie " " . - YREGO
curhguen ot owen.  STEAMER “C00S,”
clve . , inab o Wwill make ——o
: ' : . = |REGULAR ILY T
\ Ot sl E. HANSON, LEADING RRG "DA L RIFS
fellow-citia 5 That w» - Between ——
n .
seiw uten and evea ol | (RS iy ] d Head of Tide
coonen Glothier o . o ad Bead of Tids
G ' Ao AND
Al it et MERCHANT - TAILOR, ' Fies. 7. Ouhen: Shesey O: Pesns Mo 0 ERie
OF FICERS DEALER IN ;

e WIS EA oo [ ORTHERN
. PACIFIC.

EUCENE, - ORECON.

i
y = i
Varr, Chairman, |

FLORENCE DRUG STORE.

C. D. THOMAS,

DIRECTORS
Hexuy I
Wu, H.
L
Daxinrn Ari
Harny T, AMBROSS, .i
ALFRED C. DARNLS, |
Ciras. J. DARNES, | 0. W. HURD,

ATPLETON |
1 b |

Aprp

*

Z

HiNrRy B. BARNTS, PROPRIETOR. MANAGER S
A. Howarp HINKLE, |FLORENCE, OREGON. |
DaviD B, Ivisox, N Pullman

War, B. THALHEIMM® Pure Wines and Liquors. | Sleeping Cars
CiLmaN 1. Tvexkeas. |
Dr. P > RIS L 'Elegant
r. Price’s Cream Baking Powde: o N TR [
Awarded Gold Medal Midwinter Fair, San Francisce M lli“ el .I | Dining Cars
Chemicals, | 2
CHURCH DIRECTORY. Perfumery, | Tourist
RESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Florence, Stationery, ; Sleeping Cars
Oregon,  Sabbath service, Sabbath- Wall ]’;i|w:‘. |
gchool, 10 o'clock a. m. Preaching 11 . | ST. PAUL
o'clock a, m.and 7 p. m. Sacrament ol Blank Books, :, MINN!APOLI.” -
the Lord’s supper on 15t Salb! |||I| of Toilet Articles i
January, April, July and October. i i | DULUTH
Everybody is welcome to all the services, Window Shades, FARGO - -
PPastor  regnests Christiang  to muke 5 e s W SawRT M i y
thomeeives SROWR. e Physicians’ Prescriptions Carefully TO GRAND FORKS
1. G. K~orrs, Pastor, — ""Il]"'““"""-" | CROOKSTON
|
ETHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH : WINNIPEG i
M service, Preaching at Glenada ey HELENA and
ery 41h Sabbaths.,  Sabbath-School ev- | . R
ery Sabbath at 10 a. w. Prayer meet — | BUTTE
ing every Thursday evening at the UN'DN . o
churen,  Every bod cordially invited, ~ ¢ LY m > (3 d 'K ‘T 5
ireh very l:. ¥ Gotisr, -PACfFIC_ - l]“d)l (1” ll( l\lul".‘s
Pastor D | 10
. . ; | i T l ET S CHICACO
NOTARIES. S oeka ) GK T
— . ( - - -
A. R. BUTTOLPH, 98 picTonP PHILADELPHIA
TO NEW YORK

BOSTON AND ALL
POINTS EAST "l BOUTH

SALT LAKE, DENVER,
OMAHA, KANSAS CITY,

Notary Public,Surveyor

And Collector.

Office two doors west of Florence Ilotel For information, time cards, maps and tickets,
Florence, oregon. CHICAGO, ST. LOVUIS ... .o write

AND ALL

EASTERN CITIES, A.D.CHARLTON,

Assistant Genernl Passenger Agent.

Portland Or.

JOE MORRIS, Jr
Notary Publie, Land Aet

Oregon.

21.9 DAYS 1o
CHICAGO

HOURS ™ “a e s

Florence

ATTORNEYS

EAST AND SOUTH

VIA

THE SHASTA  ROUTE

OF THE
Southern Pacific Co.

A. C. W0O0ODCOCK,
Attorney at Law,

» Express Traing Leave Portland Daily.
., Bouth | North
Bugene, - - Oregon ”I v ,\‘ Quicker to Omaha and 00 — At (%20 & i
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