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made necessary ditches to convey the
water away from the road, built enlverts
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grade as is possible to do. “To do well

whatever is done’’ is an axiom that has

practical force in building roads as well
as in other affairs of life. We plead

then for the continuance of the good

custom of building our roads well, But
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Lane county. To fully appreciate our
town, our country and our climate, one

only needs to go to other portions of our

domain for two months as we have, and |

on one's return a deeper love for the

blessings to be found here and less com- |

plaints for all inconveniences will be

result.,

DEPRECIATED MONEY.

Since much discussion has been in-
dalged in regarding the value of money
daring the campaign, we give a few [acts
about African currency for our readers’
attention. If any man in this country

were pn-m-uu-l'l with a fortune of ten

: /11
thousand dollars in gold or silver coins

on condition that he carry the money
home at once on his own person he
would find that he had a pretty’ heavy
burden, but if he lived in the part of
Africa where cowrie shells are the med-
iam exchange s ten
pile of gold or silver wonld look insignif-
jeant compared with the enormous bulk
of ten thousand dollars in the currency
of that country.
on an average abont one-thirteenth of a
eent, and ten dollars’ worth of shells are
said to be a good load for one man to
carry. Ten thousand dollars would be
represented by
ghells, and it would take one thousand
men to remove the money at one time.
Indeed, who hlrt-cl
porters to carry their shells before start-|
ing into the regions where shells are the
medium of exchange,
found that the wages of the porters in
'ﬂd or silver in a short time amounted
80 considerably more than their hurdens

were worthi, They

about thirty million
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the diffi-'

| quantity of gold or silver mone Vo ecarry
he ean easily exchange it for bank notes
jor government notes which can be again
Feonverted into gold or silver at any time
land thus large amounts can be carried
‘nhuut without inconvenience, but paper
L money is a product of civilizsation which
[is unknown to the people who use shells
as the medium of exchange. If cowrie
(shells had always been as cheap in Af-
[ rica as they

are to-day it is altogether

funlikely that they would ever have be-

come the medium of exchange. Just as

|

| le

in this country gold and silver are se-
cted for coinage on account of their in-

Ctrinsic value so in these uncivilized Afri-
{can wilds the shells being in great de-
'mand while the supply was limited,
'they were adopted as the mediom of ex-
change because a wman or woman who
{ had one of these shells conld always ex-
| change it for food or any other necessity
Lof life,

The early traders from Europe finding
that the natives valued these shells so
highly and that they could buy slaves,
palm oil, ivory, ete., with them, began
to im ..PO"'....T’:[‘" shells in enormous

quantn es trom other umntrien, enpe-
cially Ceylon where they were very

cu .

abundant. The effect was very much

[the same as if such enormous quantities

of gold and silver were suddenly discov-

ered and imported into this country
{that the value of gold or silver bullion
| would fall considerably below that of
coppeir. The gold and wsilver currency
fwould under such eircumstances become
[greatly depreciated in value. It was just
!uu with the shell currency of the Afri-
can savages and the king who had stored
up in his treasure house thousands of
cowrie shells found his fortune slipping
{away from him whenever a shipload of
shells arrived as surely as if the ship
bhad carried thieves, each of whom lind
stolen & number of his treasured shells
If

i the ships that brought the shells in such

and carried them away on the ship,

large quantities had carried away the
shells instead of bringing them to the
country, those that remained would have
of the

| increased in value on account

im-arrity. Aw it was, shells became very
cheap, and it became a burden for & man
o carry home his wages in the money of
the country. In this country such a
sudden depreciation in the value of gold

and silver as has been deseribed would

cause temporary trouble and embarass-
hut eventually some substitute
We

would not continue to use them for coin-

i ment,
fnr gold and silver wonld be found,

age very long after they became so
cheap, but the savage Africans were too
conservative to make a change. Shells
the

scarce and valuable, and shells remained

were curréncy when they were
the mediom of exchange when they be-

came plentiful and cheap.




