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reglment *

“The —th eavalry, New York.™
“What troop™ with growing exelite
ment
“C trom
T wns eaptain of B troop in the
same reglment. Murerah! Work's over
for the «n Come nlm with me
CGramibach, and we'll talk it over down
gtaire In the Black Eagle You're a
podsend O ! Hanged if the
workl deesn’t move things abont edd
I I wns In the hospital myself after
Gettvshurg-—-a ball In the leg And
I've rheamatism even now when a
damp ol comes
So down to the tavern thevy went.
andd there they talked the hattles aver,
wunidry nkards interpolntin it wns
“Do von remember th i “Twr you
recall that with diagram= drawn In
beer on the onken table
“Put there's one thing, my boy,”™ sald
Carmilelhinael, “the (s were on our
Shde or we'd be Highning yet
it wutild
HBut you're from this side of the
Woirlen
Yo, wentd over whien | was twenty
\\\n- e from Bavaria
Garumtch clreled the room All the
near Lubles woere vacant e Hiack
Pzl waus generally a ot wee till
Ites  in the  afternoon Grumbach
towciudl the sear tenderly Counld he
trust this man Could | trust any
oue in the world? The impulse came
to trust Carmichael, and he did not

disregard It
“lI was born in this very street,” he
whispered

“Hero?"
“Sh! Not so loud. Yes, in this very
street. But if the police knew [
wouldn't be worth that!” with a snap
of the fAngers
‘But what does this all mean? Can

1 belp you In any way ™

“Na: no one can help me'

“Bumt why come back

“Who enn say what a man will do?
Don't question me Let be I have
sald too much already ™

But your name*”

Grumbach Inughed unmusically

“Grumbach Is as good as another
Listen When | left Dreiberg there
wns a rewanl of a thousaml crowns

for mw dead or alive
Carmichael was plainiy bewildered
“You
“1 know

return
help it

mad to
I eonldn’t

were

it

Ok

don't ook like that! 1 never hort any
boddy unless It was In battle” —nnivelys
“Now, what has happened sinee T went
awny? | have dared to a quest

of no oane?”’

CUarmichael, strangely attracted am
trustful of his questioner, gave him
brief summary f events principal
among which was the amazi resto

ration of the 'rincess [Hildegarde I
I'rincess Hildegarde

task but a

describe the 18
not
one (o Carmichael

“So0 she Is geotle and atif
Why not! Ach!: You should have

seen her mother, She was the munl.I

only An ensy pleasant

e

be nl

want of me?

I'hat is not my busginess ]l was
simply sent to tind youn.  [is excellen
ey I8 always interested in German

o at once™ asked SGrum
bach “1 never expectidd to enter the
paace of the Gramd Duke of Khren
stein,” Grumbach added “It will be
something to tell of hen 1 go back
o Ainerica

“The palace | lighted up,” was
Grumbach’'s comment as the two pass
od the sentry outside the gat

‘The duke gives the dinner to the
diplomatic cory tonight '

A fine thing to be a diplomat.”™
“1 myselfL prefer fighting in the open
Diplomats?  Thelr very precions hides
ure pever anywhers near the wars
they abount No, no-—this way

We go in nt

the

“You'll have to guide me. Yes, these
diplomats. Men like you and me do
all the work I was in the civil war
in America."

“That was a great fight,” remarked
the oflicer “1 should like to have
been there

‘I"'our years—pretty me o you
know Herr Carmichavl?

“The American consul? Oh, yes.'

“He and 1 fought In the same regl
ment

Then youn saw some pr v battles

Grumbach took off his hat o
that

‘Gott! That muast have been an ngly
one.’

Fhe somber black of Carmichae <
evening dress stood out consplenonsly
imong the blne and green and red uni
for t the grand duke’s dinner ot
quetts ompellesd him  to e sill
stocking=,. but that was the © con
ession his part. ITe wore no orders

e duke =at at the head of the
table and her serene higel it the
foot And It 18 by the f hi
brilliant wit that the pri lid not
hold in rerpetuity the onrt her ondd
of the table For a German princesas
of that time sh wn high! i m
plishedd She was ardent m=lenl
with a flashing mentality which round
ol out and perfected her ph fend
liness Ahove and beyond all this she
had sufferwd,. she had felt the p
of poverty. the smart of ur weni
merit. She hind been one < peopile
and her sympathies would viays Iw
with them. for she knew wi t hose
itbont her only vaguely knew, the pa
tience, the unmurmuring bravery, of

the poor

“Gentlemen.” said the duke, rizing
and holding up his ¢ =, “this night 1
give yon a toast which | believe will
he reeable to all of you, especially
to his excellency Baron von Stetnboek
of Jungendheit Whar i=s past s past
A new regime begins this night.’ ile
paused All eves were focnsed vpon
him In wonder. Only Baron von Steln
back displayved no more than ordinary
interest “1 give you,” resamed the
duke, “her serene highness and his

Jugendheit!™

T —— —

majesty Frederick of

night | have made you a8 queen

‘Can yoa make me happy also?* sald

she so low that only the ehancellor
beard her

“I shall try. Ah, Herr Captain.”™ with
1 friendly jerk of his head toward
Carmichael, “will you do me the honor

1O JOoinh e in my ciabinetr n -;'It.ll'h'l' ol
in howr hence ™

“1 shall be there, your excelleney.”
Carmichael was uneasy e was not
ertain how much the chancellor bad
heard.

CITAPTER V

Tl NG'S LETTER
ARMICIIAEL ar o songht
the laneollor's eabinet To
himsurprise the room wps

tinted tGirumbnch

I'1'|!|_\

and a police

“What's the trouble? Carmichael
inguired

ofHeer

“Your excellency knows as much as

i

I do.” sald the otlicer

Oceasionally  Greambach  wiped his
forehend hen the chancello L
n He bowed cordially and  drew
chairs about his desk e placed
Grumbach in the full glare of the

G gald the ehancel
lor in a *1 should like to see
] F I»'

I h Iaid them on the desk im
f \ 'he chancellor struck
His valet answered immedi

I L)
the head gardener

Send Breunner,

Ones
'he chaneellor shot a plereing glance
It sl 1l
I dhner entered He was thin and

Iire T her highness will newsd
mat flowers tomorrow Soe to It that
"y in the morning.’
It shall be done, exeelleney.”
he ehancellor turned to the pass
res
Fhere Is only one question, Herr
1 ul 1] It says here that you were
i ) e of Bavaria before 10

How long ago did yon leave
Bav
“A good many years, your excellen

irin !

“Youn

rian pa

have retained vour

of conrse,
s ort
tGirumbach brought forth

n bulky

“Here it
The
fully
“Herr Captain, do
compatriot ¥
“"We fought
Ameriean war
In his papers’

is, your excellency.”

chancellor went over It care

you know this

elde elle

by in the
I saw no irregularity

“Then he Is no stranger to vou?™

“1 do not say that We were, how
ever, In the same cavalry, only In dif
ferent troo)s (srumhach yon have

your honorable discharge with yon?*
Grumbach into his wallet =till
again. This document the chancellor
read with an Interest foreign to the
affair under his hand. Presently he

went

Your excellency, there s a1 man in
the otlice who desires to see youn quick-
ly. A carter!”

The ambassador jumped to his feet.
“One moment, e He

vour ‘ellency

L wore an ring on his finger, nnd 1 could

not refuse him."™
The majordomo
whispered
words  The am

bassador rushed

from the study
It was dark In
the embassy of

fice. Quickly the
ambassador light
ed some candles
Gas would be too
biright for such a
meeting

“Well, your ex
cellency 7 sald a
voice from the
leather lounge

“Who are you?"

ARE YOoU?"

“wno

For this was not

the volee the baron expected to hear
“My vame at present does not mat
ter. The vews I bring is far more lm

portant. His majesiy emphatically de

clines any alliance with the house of
Ehrenstein.” |
“Damnation! swore the ambassa

dor

“The exact word used by the prince
Now then, what's to be done?”

“This means war.”

“War! " It as if you and I,
baron, shall not accompany the king
of P'russia into Alsace-Lorraine.”

“This Is horrible!

“But whant
blunder like this ¥

“The really

Onr is

looks

possessed the prince to
is not to blame,
young colt A
gave his royal un
seek o for
an allinnce
and Ehrenstein
many of
On _the head of
the

he

King, baron, a
few
cle

months ago he
blanche to
Politics demanded
between  Jugendheit
I'here have

carte wife

been too years

UsSeiess antagonism
bolt from
laration of

any

this heaven comes dec
his majesty that will
marry other princess on the contl
nent.”

“They will pull this place down.’

“lLats them We have 10,000 more
troops than Ehrenstein.”

“You young men are
foolsl"”

“Softly, baron.”

“Where Is the king?

The ecarter smiled. “He is hunting,
thes with the erown prince of
lavaria.”

‘But yon, why have you come dress
ol like this?

“That Is a little secret.

“But what's to be done?

a pack of

say,
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