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TRUXTON EXACTS A PROMISE,
RUNTON KING had been In a
resentful frame of mind for
‘; * nearly forty-eight hours. In
| the first place, he had not had
so much as a <ingle glimpse of the
zirl he now worshiped with all his

In the second place, he had
with unpleasant promptness,

Vos Engo was the officer
in of the house guard, a
position as gravely responsible as it

| was honorable

| He had, of

| ices to Colonel Quinnox.

heart,
learned,
that Count

command

The colonel,

commiilee of | 'Y

find

ohin Tnllls; that's all there Is to It.™
“l dare say, sir,” said Mr. Hobbs,
with spcightly decisiveness. “He's very

much needed.’

“I'm golng to need him before long
as my secomd.”

Later on much of Truxton's good hu-
mor was restored and his vanity pleased
by a request from Count [al
font to attend portant | in
the "“roomn that eveuing
at ¥

Very

polite
an 1
wrungles”

coune
of
he advanced
winutes

boldly
few

upon

the

the
a before ap-
pointed hour

He came upon Loraine Tullis at the
edge of the terrace. She was walking
slowly In the soft shadows beyoud the
row of lights on the lower gallery. e
knew her at a glance, this slim girl in
spotless white.
he

castle

“Loraine!” whispered, reaching
her side in two bounds. She put out
ber hands, and he clagped them. Plain
“I've been dying

Do you think

ly she was confused

a glimpse of you

vou've treated me''—
“Don't,

for
Truxton!" she pleaded, sud-
denly “You pot
here, 1 well, know. 1
so ashamed; 1 was so sorry.”

He still held her bands,

“Yes; they ordered me to movegon, as

must conne

was

serlous

BiW you

if 1 were a common loafer,” L sald,
with a soft chuckle. *“But where have

il kept yourself?”

“1 buve heen (1, Truxton—truly, 1
have,” she sald quickly, uncasily

“You told Vos Engo to ride back and
pleck me up,” he persisied “IIe told
me In so wany words Now, I want a
plaln answer, Loraine. Did you prom
ise to reward him if he—well, if he
saved we from the mobh?

“No,” she said in a low voice

“What wans it, then? [ must know,
Loraine.”

“l1 am very, oh, so very unhappy,
Truxton,” she murmured

“1 came near spoiling everything
just now,” he whispered hoarsely

“What?"

“1 almost kissed you, Loraine, |
gwear it wans hard to Keep frem it
That would have spoiled everything.”

“Yee it would,” shie agreed quickly.

“T'in going to Kiss you until you
have 1 nwr you | v Vos I i

b T | i day 1!" she cried,
drav iy I al r up into his
face boewildered eyes

“Recause then 'll be sure that you
love me.”

‘Ue censible, Traxton.™

“11 1 thiat yvou promised to love
him 1f he'd save me It's as clear as
day to me You did te:l him yeu'd
marry him if he got me to a place of
safetry.”

*No. 1 refused to marry him if he

did not save you. Oh, Truxton, 1 am
miserable! Vhat is to become of
all of us? What is to become of John
and Lobby and yeu?”

M

“l—] think I'l kiss you now, Lo-
| rafne,” he whispered almost treému-
I lously. *“God, how 1 love you, little
darling! Youn must make me a prom
| ise.”

course, proffered his serv- |
1

| that
| painfally

|' who admired the Americans, gravely |
| informed him that there was no regi
! lar duty to which he conid be assigned,
[ but that he would expect him to hold
himself ready for any emergency In
case of an assauwit he was to report to
! Count Vos Engo
RBut he was not satistied. Loraine |
had not come forward with a word
of greeting or relief—in faet, she had |

| not appeared outside the eastle doors

|  Toward dusk on Monday,

long after |

“Oh, Troxton, don’t ask me to say
't be your" She stopped.
embarrassed.
“That will come later,” he said con
sollngly “I want you to promise, on
ur saered word of honor, that you'll
(i48 no man until you've kissed me.”

‘Ol she murmured, “I—1 cannot
promize that! 1 am not sure that I'll
ever -over kiss anybody. What is it

| you really want me to say?" she
asked, looking up with sudden shy-
ne=s in her starry eyes.

“That yon love me—and me only,
Loraine.” he whispered.

“1 will not say it!” she eried, break-
ing avway from him “But,” as she

" e 3 L |III: - .. . i
l‘“t” and  Chemicals. 1 t.llr and | the arrival of the refugees, he sat in
lrnprl-«hur\ I‘rt-p;u'ut|m.~., Forlet | Hpe g
¢ 3 i1 N | gloomy confempiation of his own un
tieles. Dengg Sondres, Perieenes o
. - : : happiness, darkly glowering upon the
l{rllﬂlrllh‘ Sponge TN Nme and e i e -
- : e 2 ek . unfriendly portals from n distant stone
Candies, Uligars, Tobaccos and Cig- | sy
’ M bils ] ‘ ar | e |
?nﬂi"ﬂﬂ.. L““'T' e B ”’i A brisk guardsman separated himself
finter'a Sapphe: | from the knot of wen at the castle
I doors and erossed the plaza toward
him |
’ \-‘\Ou R & letlr‘“lli = Juidge the dismay and anger when
Call at the Eagle, the soldier, n bit shamefaced himself, |
If you love the goods t'ai's old briefly announced that Count Vos |
Call at the Eagl Engo had issned an order agninst|
. : loftering I close proximity to the |
I‘ill? no use to st and bLlink astl
cnstie,
If you really need a drink, Truxton's cheek burned. e saw in
Just make a sign or ring a bel an Instant that the order was meant
And you bet they'll treat you right for him and for no one else, he being
Down at the Eagle the only outsider likely to come under
the head of “lolterer.”™
Truxton turned to him with a frapk |
- M . - .
AI = I8 ) .z ginile.  “Please tell Count Vos Engo |
vin Munt’i\* I r"‘)- that 1 am the last person in the world |
BANDON, OREGON tor disresard diseipline at a time like
this.’
His glance swept the balcony, sud- |
] - - T - e e - " MM ()T e five 0 g ouple v |
M\ LLO"HL‘\ _‘Ri‘ Al I"l denly becoming fixed on a couple I‘l! ar |
the third culul Count Vos Engo
ind Loralne Tullis were standing there |
B/‘\NDOI\J gother, uumigtakably watching his
humiliating departure.
- I'he next morning he encountered
b TEAM Vos Engo near the grotto.
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tehing
ross the avenue aud eaught
1l
wl morning,” said Truxton., Vos
Eugo did not smile as he eyed the
tall Americai “1 baven't had
chance to thank you for coming back

Allow me to
brave thing to

for me last Saturday
gay that it was a very

do.”

sight of Vos Engo, he has.

a|

|

“1 do not like your words, Mr. King, |
nor the way in which you glare at
me.*’

I'm making it easler to tell yomw
the agreeable news, Count Vos Engo:
that's all I'ake your hand off your

ord, plense—some other time per

ut not In these days, when we

eripple I'Il tell yon

I hav : iy "l". ar ! 1'!"“ \""”

drop the maiter nntil =ome other time

Frankl unt, 1 have made the grat

Ifyh dlaenre that yon are a mis
el

Count Vor Engo went very white

“As you say, there s another and a
petior time We peed dogs as well as

1 i1 T 'I' J

'raxton sirollcd off to the stables,

pleking np Mr, Hobbs o the way.

|
“THAT YOU LOVE ME AND ME ONLY, LO |
RAINR." |

ran to the steps, a deliclous tremor |
in her voice, “I will consider the other
thing you ask.” |

King was ushered Into a large, se-
dately furnished room A score of |
men were there before him—sitting or
standing In attitudes of attentlon, s
tening to the wornds of General Braze
King's entrance was the signal for an
minediate of interest. The
general bowed most politely and at
once turncd to Count Halfont with the
remark that he had quite finished his
tions, The prime minister came
forward togreet the momentarily shy
A riean

“The conneil has been extolling you,
Mr. King” prime minister,
lending him to a geat neer his own

Truxton blugshed. lovolantarily be
glaneed ut Vos Engo. That gentle-
man started, a curious light leaping |
into his eyes. {

irunsfer

will the

| will do.

{unwaveringly

Here's the situation in a notshell.”
weul ob the prime minister. “We ure
duovined unkess succeor reaches us frow
the outside. We seem unable to warn
Julin ‘Dullis, who, If given time, wight
stucceesd In collecting a sufficient force

of loval countrymen to harass aond
eveptually overthrow the dictator. 1
am loath to speak of another alterna-
tive that has been discussed at length

by the ministers and thelr friends. The
Duke of Perse, from a bed of pain and
anguish, has counseled us to take
gteps in the direction 1 am about to
speak of

“We can appeal to Russia in this
hour of stress, but we will have to
make an unpleasant sacrifice. Russia

is eager to tuke over our new issue of
ruliway bonds. Hitherto we have voted
against disposing of the bonds in that
country, the reason belng obvious. St.
Petersburg wants a new connecting
line with her possessions in Afghanis-
Our line will provide a most di-
reet route—a cutoff, I belleve they call
it. Last year the Grand Duke Paulus
volunteered to provide the money for
the construction of the line from Edel-
welss north to Balak on condition that
Ilussia be given the right to use the
line in connection with her own roads

to the orient. You may see the ad-
vantagze in this to Russia. Mr. King,
if 1 send word to the Grand Duke
Paulus, agreeing to his terms, which

still remain open to us, signing away
a most valuable right in what we had
hoped would our own Individual
property, we have every reason to be
lieve that he will send armed farces
to our rellef the pretext that

O

Russia Is defending properties of her |

That is one way In
may oust Count Marlanx. The other
lies in the ability of John Tullis to
give battle to him with our own people
the

own

carrying guns.

which we |

Lientenant Had- |

dan has told us quite lately of a re-|

mark voun made which he happened
to overhear. If 1 quote him correctly,
you saiil to the Englishman Hobbs that
you could get away with it, meaning,
as 1 take it, that youn could succeed in
reaching John Tullis. May 1 not im

plore you to tell us how you would
o about t?°
Truxton had turned a brick red.

Shame and mortification surged within
him. e was craelly conscious of an
undercurrent of frony in the premier's
courteonus For an instant he
was sorely erushed. A low laugh from
the opposite side of the room sent a
shaft to his soul. He looked up. Vos
FEneo was still smiling. In an instant
the American's blood boiled.

“1 di1 say 1 could get to John Tullis.
I'1l start tonight.”

ITis words ecreated a profound im-
prossion, they came so abruptly.

“Qend for Mr. Hobbs, plense,” sald
Truxton. “There should be three of
us.” addressing the abont him
“One of us is sure
to get away.”

“There is not a
man here—or In
the service—who
will not gladly ac-
company you, Mr
King,” eried Gen
ernl Diruze quickly

“Count Vos En
the man 1|
would choose, if |
may be permitted
the honor of nam
ing
fon,™ said Truxton,
grinning inwardly
with a malicious
Joy Yos Evngo
turned a yellowish green. [lis eyes
bulged

“I=I am in command of the person
of his royal highness."” he stammered,
suddenly golng very red

“1 had forgotten your present occu-
pation,” saild Truxton guietly. “DIray
pardon the sobarrassment 1 may have
epused you, After all, 1 think Hobbs
e knows the eountry like

request

men

g0 I8

ny compan

YELLOWISH GREEN

n !IlHlk."
Mr, Hobbs came, That is to say, he
was produced. It is doubtful if Mr.

Hobbs ever fully recoverasd from the
malady commonly known as stage
fright. Ile had never been called Mr
ITebbs by a prime minister before,

nor had he ever been asked in person
by a minlster of war If he had a fam
ily at home., Afterward Truxton King
was obliged to tell him that he had
volunteered to accom
pany him on the perilous trip to the

hills. Be sure of it, Mr. Hobbs was
not in a mwental condition for many
hours to even remotely comprehend
what had taken place.

But Mr. Hobbs was not the kind to
falter once he had given his word.

“We'll be off at midnight, Hobbs,”
said Truxton,

“As you say, Mr. King, just as yon
say.” said Hobbs, with tine indiffer
ence,

As Truxton was leaving the castle
ten minutes later a brisk, eager faced
young attendant burried up to him,

“l bear a message from his royal

highness," sald the attendant, detain- |

Ing him. “Prince Robin has asked for
you, sir.’

“I'l see him,” sald King promptly,
as if he were granting the audience.

CITAPTER XVIIL

BY TIHE WATER GATE.
T was a vast. lofty apartment,
regal in its subdued lights. An
§ enormous golden bed with gor-
geons hangings stood far down
the room. So huge was this royal
couch that Truxton at first overlooked

the figure sitting bolt upright in the

middle of it.

An old woman advanced from the
head of the couch and motioned Trux-
ton to approach.

“l am deeply honored, your high-
ness” sald the visitor, bowing very
low

The prince’s legs were now hanging
over the edge of the bed. [is eyes
wore dancing with execitement.

“1 want you to find Uncle Jack, M
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i Vienna Bakery Ana Cafe i
Fine Quality Bread, Cakes, Pies and Pastry.
{ First Class Kestaurant
! Private Boxes for Puivate Parties Evervihing Neat and Clean
l .
The best of service guaranteed

Short orders at all hours from 5:30 a m to 10:00 p. m.
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THECOQUILLERIVER LINE

Twin Screw,
1st Class Passage,
Up Freigit,
Our

interests are your
good servi

Strs. Fitield & Bandon

New and Fast
$10 60 & $7.50
3.00

interests. Fair rates and

ce our motto

A. F. Estabrook (Co., 245
L. L. BRANDENBURG, Agent, Bandon, Oregon

San Francisco

Cal, St.,

SHIEELDS
BRLACKSMITHS

AN
AND
Wagens of Al Kinds Made to Order

KENNEDY
WAGONMAKEES

Horscshoeing a Specialty

Job Work attended to promptly and all work guaranteed 1o give saticlaction.  Prices
reasonable. Si-ul\ on Atwater | trect, Bandon, Oregpon
. . "e\'m*‘mm:ﬂmﬂmf
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S.S. ELIZABETH |

NEW STATE-ROOMS INSTALLED

g Eight Day Service Between the Coquille River and

First Class Passenger
Freight Rates,

J. E.
E. & E.

WALSTROM

T. Kruse, owners and manager

San Francisco

$7.50
$3 on Up Freight

. Arent, Bandon, Oregon,

Fare,

s, 24 California St., San Francisco,

BANDON

Full line of Harness, Sad-
dles, Bridies, Halters,

usually kept in a first-
class harness shop.
Repairing a Specialty

Harness Shop!

Blankets and everything |

BANDON PLANING MILL
"\” of \II? \\1IL

.\Ilrlli'!!n‘um Sash, Docrs and

Kinds

Furniture

Mission. Work a Specialty

Reduced Rates on
Small Mouldings
Shields And Armstrong

W. J. SABIN, Pri‘zp.:

Proprictors

l l()mc

OF ALL KINDS.

A trial will

Opposite Trowbridge's

CHAS HERZIG,

Bakery

Ist Class,Bread, Cakes, Pies and Pastry
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GUARANTEED
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POHIL Saturday

At Gallier
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BEST Bandon, Oregon Hotel
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WOODRUFF & GOFF

THE SECOND ITAND MIEN

Buy And Sell All Kinds of Second Hand

Good..

Purchasing

BANDON

Fhone 261

Get Our Prices Before

Flsev here




