Early Days on the Coquille

Mr

had invited

It was on Christmas ol 1560,
and Mrs. Sam Dement
all people of the Coqulle valley to
have a jolly time at their home Cld
Sam, we all knew, was
those jolly fellows and Mrs. Dement
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a most hospitable lady and an ex
cellent cook. Sam played the fiddle
and you may believe he c wald play
too, he called the figures for the
cotillion, and for amusements sake,
used
to produce merrment. For instance
instead of ‘‘address
he would sdy

partner’’ and other calls which |
fear 1t

mtended

some expressions

Cundress  vow

will not mention, for will
make some of vour
too much.

A good number of guests
Ctpll_‘d the invitation, dance alter

followed, then

readers ha! ha!

dance Callnie

the hour to feast
venison. yourg
pies and nany other good things
it makes my mouth water to think
about them now,

Dancing began
kept up till day laughter
and merriment galore.  Rain lell
during the night in the lower valley
while snow had covered the moun-
tains, [ had
friend Hans, who kept the Elephant
Rock House,
place between the Coquille and Port
Orford. It but
being yonng and strong, I jumped
on my horse and followed the tra
where is the
Eckley.

The snow became deeper
pirogressed on my way covering the
holes and logs and more than once
the trail lost the
bushes full SNOW
bent down
became tired, and my
saturated with snow and
being in refreshment
trailed on ‘until at last we
the dividing line between Coos and
Curry counties. was a 1ocky
prairie and below, near the creck

on excellent elk

hi g, cakes and

anew and was
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a call from my old
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was sull rammng,

now wagon road to
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Myself and horse soon

had been

clothes were
water. but
need of Wi

reached
Here
was a house with smoke coming
from the chimney. Thither I made
my way and found shelter for my-
self and The house
small, only room. Yet it
sheltered a large family and a num-
ber of dogs. It was used as a store-
house, but how inviting and com-
fortable! The fire in the fire place
and something to eat, such as fresh

horse. WS

one

rrasted venison brought comfort to
a weary traveler.

The saddle blanket spread on the
soft side of a
stituted the
neighbors and hed fellows, a sociable
talk and then a much needed s'=ep
vnder _shelter while the snow and
rain pattered on the roof.

The next morning convinced me

rough floor, con

bed with dogs as

horse behind
Calf ranch

from

that | must leave my

and proceed on foot.
was reached, the snow was
12 to 18 inches deep and a trip of
from ten to twelve miles before me
I stopped to do.
At this juncture my
attracted by two deer tleeing before
two panthers. The deer ran straight
t>» me for retuge, having no rifle |
was compelled to act quickly. Im
itating the barking ot some dogs
the chase was !-ilnp[n'tl and the pur-
suers took to the This
settled my For
weeks I stopped and helped Lig
gett look up his cattle which had
strayed off in search of grass. One
morning Mr  Haines nearest
neighbor about six miles distant re

quested some one to obtain medical
aid from Dr. W.
South fork as his
and he could not get awav,
those conditions it became our duty
to asssist and 1 accepted the ta<k
willingly. On that day I neached
Hans' after trailing nearly fifty miles
of hoerid road.

It was nearly noon, | ye
told me that he bad to
prepare for dinner, he gave me all
be had, which was not much, how-
ever this time [ carried my nfl
and knew that [ could kill a deer
which was all [ needed. After about
two hours | succeeded in my
tempt and soon a fire was kindled
end | cooked part of the deer
which satisied my appetite
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THE HARDWARE MAN
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FINNING AND PLUMBING A SPECIALTY.
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Our Assoriment of Hardware, Tinware and Edged Tools is Most Complete.
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Portland and Coos Bay Steamship Line

BREAKWATER

Sails from Coos Bay Saturdays at Service of Tide
Sails from Ainsworth Dock, Mortland, Wednesday at 8 P. M.
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A Splendid Overall

for every use,
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ly ful. Two
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Felled seams.
Continuous
fly.
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MURPHY, GRANT & (0.
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