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Indictment of Capitalism
and Its Despotie
_ Institutions.

THE SENTENCE.

Warren was sentenced to pay
a fine of $1,500, the cost of the
prosecution and to serve six
months in the Fort Scott jail.

By GEORGE H. SHOUAF.
No court in the history of jurispru-
dence ever presented a scene more re-
plete with dramatie interest than that

wWitnessed In the federal bollding at
Fort Scott, Kan., Thursday afternoon,
July 24, when, In response to Judge

Pollock’s invitation to show cause why

sentence  should not be Prounoune i,
Fred D. Warren, editor of the Ap
peal to Reason, arose and began to
speak. The last bit of uncontradicted

evidence disclosing the blas and preju-
dice of the jurors who convicted War
ren had been introdueced. The last ar

gument in behalf of justice for the de
fendant had beom made by his attor
neys. Bone and West of the prosecn

tion had declined to reply to Darrow
and Boyle, Judge Pollock had just de
Hvered his decision overruling the

tlons for an arrest of judgment and

new trial Everything that could be
gald and evervihing that could be done
to reverse the processes of the coart
and snateh victory from  defeat had

been said and done

Unconquered Client.
Tense were the feelings of the spec

tutors as Warren faced the court In
Btinctively It was reallzed that some
thing was about to happen, but just
what It would be no one could think
or say The benign face of Clarence
Darrow, the celebrated lawyver who ln

a hundrd la
bor's and from a
thousand platforms has been lifted in
behalf of the poor and oppressed, show
ed concern, as did the faces of
sociute attorneys, when It became evl
dent that thelr defeated but uncon
quered client was sbhout to initlate ac
tion in his own behalf. The govern
ment's agents and attorneys looked as
if a red tlag had been unexpectadly un
folded or a bowb was about to be harl
ed, and they cringed speechless in thelr
chairs. Judge Pollock himself, his eyes
fastened on the fgure before him, his
countenance plalonly revealing the con
flicting emotions of his mind, sat as If
stricken dumb.
Voice Rang Like a Clarion,

“Yes, your honor, there are some reda
sons why sentence of the court should
not be pronounced”

With his hands on the table before
him and his eyes looking stralght and
fearlessly  iuto of the court,
Warren's voice rang like a clarion as
he began a speech as remarkable as {t
18 without o parallel, The nunexpected
pess of the procesding and Warren's
boldness of utterance astounded Judge

courts has championed

Cillise whose voles

his as

1 hose

Pollowk. Onee or twlee IProsecuting
Attorney Bone looked appealingly  at
the court as If the Iatter dignitary

ought to foreclose on the speaker's re
marks, hut

the court was too preocen

pled with amazement to except, To a
sllenced judge and in the presence of
an  audience whose very hreathing
could neither be felt nor heard cap
Itallsm’s most prominent vietim and

labor's uncompromising champion pro

ceeded with the uncovering of the
causes that Lad led to his convietion
Nl‘l'vr in his life had Judge DPollock
Hstened (oo o) LR h like this: never
in the history of jurisprudence was
there a speech like this made in oa

federnl court

Situation Dramatic Beyond Words.

Warren represented In the concrete
the ngony atd woe, the bloodd and tears
of the working class of the world., He
typitied the issue between the ruling
class and those who are fighting the
age-long war for human emancipation
Through him were voiced the outraged

sentiments of wen, women and chil-
dren whoe o the field, factories nand
mines do the work of the world and
who In some way would protest
against the methads by which the
wealth thelr work creates is taken
from them and given to those who
labor not. Here in this federal court,
the strongest bulwark of the system
that Is respongibile for the agony amd
blood and outraged sentiments, War
ren, slready convieted amd about to
recelve sentence, faced without hesita
tion and without a tremor the fesh

and blood embodiment of capitallsm’s
mighty power and challenged him to
do his worst

Would Vote For Him For President.

Warren's cllmaxed his
fense and elinched it frrefutably in the
consclences of his auditors,  [If there
had been auy doubt as to the injustice
of the prosecution and the anbmus and
origin of it, this doubt rapidly dispelled
as the speech proceeded.  After sen-
tence was pronounced and the prisoner
was admitted to bail pending an ap
peal John H. Crider, one of the most
prominent Republicans in Fort Scott
and probably In secret society cireles
the most Intluential man in Kansas,
who had lstened to Warren's address,
came forward and volunteersd to sign
his bond e offer accepted
Downstairs after adjournment of court
a group of wen. Democrats and
publicans, united in open indorsement
of the speech and uvngualiiedly ox
pressed thelr admiration for the man
who made It

speach e

wns=

e
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Eloguent Piea For a Free
Press and Free
Speech.

“If ever that man runs for president
he will get my declared one of
those who particlpated In the discas-

vote,"

slon
Tribute From a Juror.

“Darrow’s argument and Warren's

gpeech put this ecase in a different
light,"” said R. J. Finley, one of the
jurors who voted to conviet and who
sat through the proeeedings of the day.
“There Is no question as to Warren's
ability and sincerity I nm not a So-
lnlist, but as far as 1 am able to
determine | believe Warren 18 honest
and free from criminal intent,” Finley
el redd

It Is diflicult to interpret the lmpres

glon that was made on the mind of the
court Ordinarily convieted prisoners
necept sentence in silence Warren's

course petritied with astonishment the

conrt, to whom his remarks were ad
dressed An age seemed to have
clapsed before Pollock recoverad suffi-

fently to proceed. It was very evl

dent that he did not know what to say
ondoubtedly he had made up his mind
us to the severity of the sentence, but
the prisoner appar
Now he vibrated

this speech from

ently upset his plans

hetween doubt and despair. Warren,
possibly with a note of detiance, had
anunonneed that he did not ask or ex

pect elemency or merey; that he was
not guilty and was not conscious of
having eommittedd an  offense. The |

United States district attorney had de
that the full penalty of the
vears in the penitentiary and
T Tuntlicted
Doubt, but
Sentence.

LT L
Iaw. five

S5.000 fine

The Court In Pronounces
manner
condl

thie

tones and in a
e
of miml, Pollock
pronouncement of the
an apology in part and an attempt at
arcument in reply to Warren's speech

Aceording to the Fort Scott Tribune,
Warren's
most profound impression.

“T'hee fact that Judge Pollock stated
he had given the weeks  and
weeks of deliberation and had hardly
known what to do shows that Warren
may have had some merit in his elaihm

With
pladnly

halting
denoting confused

tion his began
|

sentence

fipassioned

S

that the government had sanctioned
kidnaping, The speech Mr. Warren de
livered will be kept as a treasure by
many who are with him In this case,

declared the Tribune,

Warren's Great Speech.
The spesech, which 1s destined to be-

come  moortal o revolutionary 1t
erature, i3 as follows

I 1 wish to eall the attention of the
court to the fact that this case s the
outgrowth of the EKidnaping of three
workmen by the agents of the great
mini corporations, with the con
nivance of the state otticials of Idaho

and Colorado,  The Kidnaping of these
workingmen was acquiesced in by the

president and  sanctioned by the su
preme court of the United States

In referving to the manner in which
f hese orkingmen were taken from
their 1 woas kidnaping 1 wish it un
derstood that no Jess distinguished a
personage  than Justlee Melkenna of |
the supreme court of the United States

usedd this term in dissenting from the

opinion of his associates,  Justice Me-
Kenun, after reviewing the facts laid
before the supreme court, sald

In the case at bar the states, through
their offieer are the They by
an legal exertion of ‘prived the
™ el of a constit right. ® ¢ »
Kidnaping Is a crime, pure and slmple
& * All of the officers of the law are
aupposed to be on guard against this
*** llut how Is it when the law becomes
the kidnaper—when the officers of the
Inw using the forms and exerting its
power, become abductora? This I8 not a
distinction without ‘a difference, another
form of the crime of Kidnaping, distin
guished only from that committed by an
individual by clrcumstances If a state
may say to one within her borders and

upon whom her process s served, I will

not inquire how you came here; 1 must
execute my laws and remit you to pro-
cecdings against those who have wrong-
ed vou,” may she so plead against her of-
fenses? May she clalm that by mere
physical presence within her borders an
wecused person Is within her jurisdietion
lenuded of his  constitutional rights, |
though he has been brought there by her
violence?  And constitutional rights the
weused (the three workingmen [ have

this case certainly did have,

aone

alluded to) fr
and valuable

Justice MeKenna voiced my views
and the views of every law abiding cit
fzen on this tmportant matter tonching
the rights of the individunl. But the
supreme court declared otherwise and
to crant the relief asked for

workingmen and guaranteed
to them by the constitution of the Unit
el States and by every consideration
of fair play and mnstice

refused

by these

To Test the Supreme Court.

It was during the heat of this strug-
gle between the Western Federation
of Miners and the wealthy Mine Own-
ers’ association of the west that 1 con-
ceived the idea of offering a reward
for ex-Governor Taylor, who, as was
generally known, was a fugitive from
fustice from his home state of Ken-
tucky and in hiding in Indiana, pro-
tected from the service of requisition

hy the governor of Indiana, whose
posgition was  indorsed by Governor
Roosevelt of New York and every

prominent Republican pe''ticlan and
newspaper in the U'nited States,

Would the supreme court hold to its
opinion that kidnaping was not a
crime if the victim was a membes
of the Republican party and a repre«

e )

——

with |

address made a |

Epoch Making as Patrick
Henry's Immortal
Oration,

sentative of the capitalist class? I did
not believe that the $1,000 offered by
the Appeal would induce any man te
undertake the abduction of Mr. Tay-
lor. for seven years the state of
Kentucky had a standing reward of
| £100,000 for the capture of the mur-
derers of Governor Goebel, for which
crime Taylor had been Indicted by the
Frauklin county grand jury in Janu-

s

wry, 100
Similar to Other Rewards.
But 1 did expect that the offer of
this reward in the manner and with

| the language used would atteact pub-
| lie attention to the kidnaping decision
[of the supreme court. 1 felt that If
| this decision, sanctioning the kidnap-
Ling of poor and defenseless working-
men by rich and powerful capltalists,
was understood by the American peo-
ple a of protest would sweep
country and force the supreme
court to recede from [ts position, as
had been done before, notably in the
| famous Dred Scott decision, and will
.Il!il‘."!l!lli‘t”_\ b done again
This Tavlor reward was clreulated
throngth the mails in & manner In
| daily use by hanks, private detective
agencies, auti horse thief assoclations,
sheriffs and marshals. 1 have here
three postal ecards malled by national
and state banks offering rewards for
the arrest of men whom these banks
allege to have committed erlme. The
card which 1 offer for the inspection
| of the court, it will be noted, bears
npon the back or outgide of the card,
in large letters, figures and characters,
the following langunge: “R. B. Bond,
produce  dealer, wanted for issuing
forged bills of lading; $250 reward will
be paid by the First National bank,
Nashville, Tenn., for his arrest and
| delivery to Nashville authoritles.”

wive

the

First Instance on Record.
will he observed that this lan-
guage, to quote this court’'s decision
on our demurrer to the indictment,
“I= caleulated to impress the readers
of the language with the thought that
Bond was guilty of the commission of
some crime for which he would be
prosecuted the Tennessee authori-
ties If captured and returned to them.”
It can further be sald, following the
court’s line of reasoning, that this lan-
| guage was obviously intended by the
First National bank to reflect inju-
| rfously upon the character of B, B.
|' Bond and from its terms and the man-
|

1

It

by

ner and style in which it was dis-
| played on the postal eard is ealeulated
to have that effect.

The other cards contain similar lan-
guage and display., This Is character-

istle of thonsands of eards which dally
pass through the malls of the United
States, and vet in not a single instance

| bas any effort been made by the gov-
| ernment to rid the mails of this ob-
Jectlonable matter and proteet those
of its c¢itizens who are fuglitlves from
fustice.

My arrest and conviction is the first
instance on record where a man was
presecuted for attempting to bring to
| the bar of justioe an indicted fugitive
| charged with the crime of murder.

The Reason Not Hard to Find.
There mnst be some reason why 1

alone of the thousands of men who,
according to the rule of this court and
the opinion of the district attorney and
his assistant, have comml!tted substan-
tially the same act should be singled
out and marked for prosecution,

The reason is not hard to find. So-
| clety today is divided into two classes
[ On the one side we find the work peo-
ple—men, women and children who
have no means of obtaining a livell-
hood but by their hard labor. On the
other hand we find a relatively small
group of men who own the land and
the tools which these people must have
faccess to if they are to lHve. It is the
primary if not the sole purpose of the
men who own this productive proper-
ty to obtain as large profits as possi-
ble, while on the other hand the work
people strive constantly to Increase
their wages. This creates a class con-
Aiet
The Conflict Began With Civilization.

This conflict began with elvilization
and has come down under varying
forms to this day and will continune
with Increasing Intensity so long as a
small group of rich men are permitted
| to lay upon the masses, to quote from
Pope Teo, "a yoke little better than
| slavery.” Discussing the ever present
problem of labor and ite compensation,
John Adams in 1778 observed

It I1s of
yvou il
freemen or slaves
| laboring
|I.'| others slavea
|I|n.u.:h.n|‘- only
er a landlord emploving
Ihi: farm glvea them
|
|

no consequence by what name
vour people, whether by that of
In some countries the
men were called freemen
but the difference was
What matters it wheth-
ten laborers on
annually as much
necessaries of life or
necessaries at Arst

as will buy the
gives them those
| hand?

i Coming down to
riodd, we find that the Charlestown
Baptist association in presenting a
memorial to the Georgia legislature in
INA5 disenssing this ever with us prob-
lem of labor gave expression to the
following conclusion:

It amounts in effect to this—whether the
operatives of a country shell be bought
and sold and themselves become property.

the clvil war pe-

| a® in this state, or whether they shall be-
| coma hirelings and thelr labor only be-
| come property, as in soma other states.

Slavery of the Working Class.
It will be seen from these two gquo-
tatlons, clearly reflecting the opiniom

— ——— -
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of the Revolutionary and civil war pe- |
riods, that the waster class recognized

noe difference between the chattel
sinve and the wage hireling. lu 1845
Karl Mary, the founder of scientitic

socialism, suaumwed up the labor prob
lem In the following striking sentence

In point of fact, however, whether a!
man works three days of the week for |
himself on his own fleld and three days |
for nothing on the estate of his lord m'l
whether he works In the factory or work- |
shop six hours dally for himself and six |
hours dally for his employer, it comes to |
the same thing |

This surplus value over and above |
that which s required by the slave,
the serf and the wageworker to main
talu his physical existence 1s the por-
tlon which the master, the feudal lord |
and the capitalist have taken by force |
of arms in the first case, by ownership
of land In the second and by owner
ship of tools and cunningly devised
laws and court declsions In the last
Instance

The slave master built up a eivil and
political system which protected his
right of property In the bodles of his
slaves and the wealth they produced
One does not have to go very far back
In the history of this country to find
confirmation of this statement. DPrior
to 1860 the laws enacted by congress
and by most of the several states,
backed by the decisions of federal and
state courts, had for their object the
protection of the slave master In his
right of ownership of men, women and
children.  The man who dared raise
his voice in protest against the ex-
ploftation of the black man was brand
ed as a traltor to his country. If he
attempted to speak he was thrown in
to jall, and If he attempted to print a
newspaper voleing his sentiments his
press was destroyed and he was mob-
bhed and wmurdered.

What was true In the two revolu-
tionary perfods which marked the dis
nppearance of a political system based
on kingeraft and a politieal system
based on chattel slavery is true today.

Marked For Persecution.

The men and the newspapers that
have espoused the cause of men, worn-
en amd children who work in the fields,
factories and miones of this nation are
marked for persecation, as were the
Revolutionary and abolition editors be
fore them. For ten years as editor of
the Appeal to Reason 1 have been in
constant contliet with the ruling class
and the men who hope to pick up the
crumbs which drop from the tables of
the great captains of Industry, on
whose will employment depends, not
alone in the ipdustries, but in the gov-
ernment and municipal service

Postoffice and Courts Versus Appeal.
The postoffice department was first
employed to hamper and harass the
Appeal to Reason In its work of edu-
cation and enlightenment. The most
absurd rules and regulations were spe-
clally formulated to apply, as Third
Assistant Postmaster General Madden
wired to the Glrard postmaster, “‘to
the Appeal to Iteason.” In every In-
stance where our right to the malils
was questioned the Appeal won a sig-
nal victory, because we strictly obeyed
the spirit and the letter of the law.
Then the aid of the courts was in
voked to accomplish what the postof-
fice department had falled to do. The
courts today, as prior to 1860, are with
the owning and ruling class. Dalily
this fact is becoming more apparent.
One has only to refer to the long list
of decisions in which the Interests of
labor and capital are opposed to veri-
fy this statement. The blacklist has

been legalized and the boycott out
lawed. The Injunction has been nsed
with telling effect in labor contro-

versies to terrorize and erush the men
who work, while it has proved ineffec-
tlve and of no avall when directed
ngninst great capitalist Interests, as
President Iloosevelt pointed out when
he wns engaged in his battle with the
great packing Industries,

The people of Missour! In thelr ca-
pacity as soverelgn voters recently
elected a governor and legislature on
a platform demanding relief from rail
road extortion. A two cent fare bill
was epacted Into law. This law was
upheld by the state supreme court.
The railroads went to the federal
courts, which with the stroke of a pen
nullified the will of 3,000,000 people.
So closely allied has become the fed-
eral Judiclary of this country to the
great corporations that even now
there 18 pending in congress a resolu-
tion demanding an Investigation of the
acts and conduct of the federal judges
who have prostituted their high office
to the profit of these corporations,
three-fourths of which, according to A
statement made by Governor Hadley,
are either illegally organized or un-
lawfully conducted.

Fighting Industrial Despotism.

For years the Appeal to Reason has
e waging almost siogle bhanded a
fght nealnst the oppressive and lotol-
erable jndustrigl and political condl-
tions which confront this country. We
frankly udmit having been unsparing
in onr criticism of the acts of publie
officials and the courts of this land.
We have dared to tell the truth, and it
is because of this that 1 face this
court today a convicted felon in the
eyes of thousands of men and wom
whose respect 1 covet.

Whence eame this prosecution? The
Kansas City Journal In November,
1907, editorially stated that the de-
partment of justice at the instance of
the president of the United States had
been Instructed to commence proceed-
Ings against a Soclalist sheet at Gl
rard, Kan. 1 do not know the Jour-
nal's source of information, but am In-
clined to believe from facts now in my
possession that this prosecudion of the
Appesl to Reason has been directed
from the attorney general's office In
Washington.

When the Plerson envelope, on

which thiks action s based, was send
to the postoflice {nspector of this dis

trict from Los Angeles that gentleman
tureed it over to the district attorney.
The district attomey returned the en-
spector with

H it
ato

velope to the pw e |

the opinion ‘hat there was no ground
for action I'he inspector In making
report to the departinent at Washiog-
ton “marked the case “Closed.” He

'

| out its judicial sanction,

later explaimed to me that this meamt |

that far as the distriet of Kansas
was concertied no further action would
be taken But thereafter word

S0

SO0

wits recelved from Washington, so the |

assistant district attorney announced
In the presence of this court
had been of the law
that the must be reopened

vigorously prosecuted

“We Are After the Appeal.”

The district attorney's office at
peka, however, revised its decision
after hearing from Washington that
there was no ground for action against
me. One of my attorneys journeyed
to Washington and laid before the de-

a violation and

case

partment thousands of reward cards
similar to the Taylor reward which |
had been malled from nearly every

city in the Union. When my attorney
inquired why the Appeal was singled

out for proseeuntion on  this fAimsy
charge, while all the senders of these
other cards, who were equally culpa-

ble, were not molested, the representa-
tive of the a
drawer in his desk and produced an
armload of marked ecoples of the Ap-
peal

Blue pencll marks designating cer-
tain articles in the Appeal Indieated
that this paper is pretty closely read
by high government oflicials.  The gov-
ernment official shrmegged shoul-
ders in reply to Darrow's question and
remarked, “We are after the Appeal.”

This ease has dragged its weary way
throngh this court for over two years,

governmen® opened

his

continued from time to time at the in
gtance of the government I sulunit
from these facts that [ am not prose
cutedd for having violated any federal
law, but purely bhecause of my political
opinions and my work in behalf of the
working class of this nation

This prosecution not unexpected
to us, As plainly stated by the govern
ment official to whom our attorney
talked while in Washington, it is evi
dent that service agents of the
government have been eamping on the
trail of the Appeal for, lo, these many

is

red

VOears.

Is it not pretty conclusive evidence
that we have observed religionsly the
laws and regulations governing the
conduct of a newspaper when after

ten years of effort the government is
able to find only this lone and paltry
alleged violation?

Personally I feel prond of this rec
ord. I feel no sense of guilt, nor- will
the world approve this convicetion
when the truth prevails and the faets
are known

Bubmitted Copy to Postmaster.

The government's witnesses testified
here on the stand that 1T submitted to
them copy of the matter 1 expected to

mall and asked whether In the post
master's judgment it constitnted a vio-
lation of the federal law. That official

after looking the matter up said it did
not, and | want to say here that dur
fng the ten years of my connection
with the Appeal to Reason T have had
frequent occasion to consult with the
postmaster at Girard matters re
lating to the postal lJaws, and in no in-
stance was his judgment ever at fault

ion

He assured me that in his jundgment
the matter 1 proposed mailing was
identical in character with the thou-

sands of postal eards mailed at his of
fice by the sheriff, the marshal and
the officers of the Antl ITorse Thief as
soclation

In
postal eards

these
is
government
men on

to this court
mailed by bankers it
not myv Intention that the
should proceed agoninst these
the evidenee furnished by me. 1 know
these fmmune from
prosecution becanse they represent the
dominant ela in society today. The
rewards which they offer are for men
who have committed erimes against
property, and in the prevailing soclal
system the property of the rich is of
vastly more consequence than the life
and liberty of the poor

submitting

gentlemen  are

wa

Is Criticism a Crime?

On the other hand, the editor avho
has espousad the of the wage
slave today has in the eyes of the rul
Ing class committed a erime against
oxisting Institntions for daring to of

Canse

that there |

and |

To- .

fer a reward for the apprehension nf]

an Influential member of the domlinant
political party

1 have also dared to eriticise a deel
sfon of the highest judicial tribunal in
the United States, Judge West, the as
sistant district attorney who assisted
in my prosecution, in his argument a
year ago last November, after present-
ing his reasons why the demurrer In
this action shopld he overruled, closed
his argument in a burst of passion
with the statement that “as a matter
of fact this literature was sent out for
the purpose of hringing Into contempt
and discredit the supreme court of the
United States ™ I eriticlsm a crime?
And is It for this I am being prose
cuted?

Our Colonist Forefathers.

Smarting under the vicions attempt
of the English king to prevent the elr
culation of Revolutionary newspapers
during the period preceding the sign.
ing of the Declaration of Independ
ence, the firet amendment to the new
constitution was made to provide for
a free press and free speech, always
and everywhere recognizsd as the sus-
talning plllars of free Institntions

Our colonist forefathers, imbued
with the high ideals embodied in their
immortal Declaration, sheculdered their
guns and shot to death the divine
right of kings, and then the cunning
gnemies of democracy raised in its
stead the supreme court, with its many
federal arms reaching out into all the
states of the Unian.

‘e

| sapreme court

The supreme court has becems 18
fact the reigning monarch of the
Americgn people. No measure of re-
bef demanded by the voters of this

tion enactad into law hy their elect
e repgesentatives and signed by the

esldent may become operative with

At the com-
mand of the lords of privilege any ob-
noxious law is promptly declared un-
constitutional

The supreme court of the United
States has today more real power over
the people than is vested in any mon-
arch of the old world.

The late Senator Hanna boasted that
the courts maintained to buttress
property rights,  Ex-'resident Roose-
velt denonnced a federal judge for his

are

interpretation of the law in the gov-
ernment’s prosecution of the beef
trust

'resident Taft in his Hot Springs

(Va) speech expressed a decided opin-
lon upon the same question in referring
to the inability of the poor to cope In
the courts with men of wealth, With ex-
pressions like these from men of prom-
inence, do you wonder that there Is a
growing distrust on the part of the
poor of this nation that the
conrts are against them?
The Courts Ruled by Property.

In the western distriet of New York
of thirty cases decided In favor of In
jured employees twenty-elght were re-
versed in favor of the master class by
the higher courts.  United States Dis-

e

trict Attorney Slms of Chicago was
waging a vigormis fight against the

white slave drivers, and when YVictory
was almost within his grasp his hand
paralyzed by a decision of the
which virtually put an
end to the prosecution of that unspeak

wWis

able infamy There are property in
terests involved in the wholesale de-
bauchery of young girls, and these

property Interests must be safeguard-
el ot whatever cost,  As for the girls,
they are the danghters of the working
cliass and o polut of value are not to
be compared to property

Our modern system of jurisprudence
is a survival of mediaeval times, when
judges presided by right of ownership
of lands and castles, and it will require
another pelitical revolution similar to
that of 1776 and that of 1860 to abolish
this bulwark of special privilege and
capitalist exploitation.

Convicted by Jury of Republicans.

I was convicted by a jury composed
of partisan Republicans, It was shown
by competent evidence Introduced in
this court today that two of the jurors
had expressed hostile and prejudicial

sentiments  against  me Afidavits
herewith filedd show that one of the
jurors, Mr. Nelson, became deathly

siek in the jury room, and he affirms
that it was he of this sickness
and his fear of Jeath unless medical
attention eon!d he secured that he was

Ause

foreed into voting for a convietion.
Again it is shown by competent evi-
dence introduced at this hearing that

the principal witness for the govern-
ment, ex-Governor Tavlor, made state-
ments which were untrue. He stated
that at the time the reward which I
offered  was  cirenlated  through the
mails he was not a fugitive from jus-
tice nor was there any charge pending

agalnst him of a eriminal nature in
Kentucky,  Aflidavits, state records and
letters signed by Taylor himself, all
on file in this conrt, show that Tayv-
lor had been indicted and that for
even vears prior to the offer of onr
reward he had been n fugitive frow
nstice with o price on his head, It 18
the common practice In all courts that
where the defendoant can show that a
juror In qualifving periures himself a
new trial is granted Periured testl
mony on the part of the proseenting
witness iz al=o sroumd for a wew trinl
in ordinary eases. Of conrse 1 ander-
atand that this is not an ordinary
CAse The whole history of these pro

shows conclusively that It s

niot T the ends of
jnstice, but an effort to punish me be
inse of my politleal views

ceedlines

an attempt secnre

No Mercy or Leniency Asked.
In concluszion permit me to say that
I nm not asking the mercy or lenlency
of this court I have committed no
rrime, and there is festering in my con-

science no acceusation of gullt, but If
my conviction and punishment  will
serve to rivet publle attention upon

the abnses which 1 have tried to polnt
out then 1 shall feel that 1 have not
suffered this hawiliation in valn,

After all, this is the price of human
Progress Why should I expect lm-
munity?  The eourts have ever been

and are today the hulwarks of the ral-

Ing ¢lass. Why should they not pun-
ish offenders against that class?
In feudal slavery the courts sus-

tained the feudal lords, in chattel slay-
ery they protected the slave owners,
and in wage slavery they defend the
industrial masters.

Whoever protests for the sake of jus-
Hee the name of the fature 13

or in

lan enemy of society and is persecuted

or put to death

In one of the most eloguent charae-
terizations of history Charles Sumner,
tracing the march of the centuries,
polnted ont that the most infamous
erimes agalnst the liberty and progréss
of the human race had been sanctioned
by the so called courts of justice

Truth Will Triumph In the End.

This mere incldent in the
mighty struggle of the masses for
cinncipation,  Slowly, painfully, pro-
coeedls the strmggle of man against the

rase 3 n

power of Mammon. The past s writ-
ten in tears and blood, The future
19 dim and unknown, but the final out-
come of this workdwide struggle s
not o donbt. Freedom will conquer
slavery, truth will preval, over error,

jnstice will trinmph over injustice, the

lght will vanqguish the darkness, snd
humanity, disenthralled,.. will rise re-
splendent o the glory of uaiverasd
brotherhuod. y - ¢




