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SHIELDS & KENNEDY, Blacksmiths and Wagon Makers
Wagons of All Kinds Made to Order Horseshoeing a Specialty
Job Work attended w0 promptly and all work guaranteed to give sajisfaction Prices reas-
onable. Shop on Atwater Street, Bandon, Oregon.
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Portland & Coos

Bay S. S. Line

BREAKWATER

Sails From Coos Bay Saturdays at Service of Tide
Sails From Portland Wednesday at 8 p. m.

C. . McCOLLUM, Agt.

Phone Main 34

A St. Dock

“Iow do we know that such rumors will
get about; and if they how do we
know that they will o be un
founded?”

“How are we to know?' the merchant

eried, wriggling his long lank body with
amusement. “Why, my lad, if we spread
the rumor ourmelves we shall have pre.ty
good reason to believe that they are un
founded. Eh, Esra! Ha! ba! You see
]l.brﬂ are some braioe in the old man
| yot.”
I Esra looked at his father in consil
erable surpriss and wsome admiration.
“Why,"” he exclaimed, “it's dishonest. 'm
net sure that it's mot actionable.”

“Dishonest! Pooh!” The merchani
smmapped his Angers. “It's finesse, my Loy,
commercial finemss. Who's to trace It
I should like to know. | haven't workel
out all the details—I want your co-o0p-
eration eover that—but here's a ‘ovugh
sketch of my plan. We mnd & man we
can depend upon to some distant part
of the world, Chimboraso, for emawmple,
or the Ural Mountains. It doesm't mat-
ter where, as long as it ls out of the
way. OUm arriving at thls place our agent
starts a report that he has discovered a
diamond mine. We should even go the
length, if be conaiders it necessary, of
hiding a few rough stones in the earth,
which he can dig up to give color to his
story. (Of course the local press would
be full of this. He might present one
of the diamonds to the editor of the near-
est paper. In eourse of time a pretiy
tolored description of the new diamond
fields would find its way to London anl
thence to the Cape. I'll answer for it
that the immediate effect s a great drop
in the price of stones. We should have a
second agent at the Cape diamond fields,
and he would lay our money out by hny-
Ing In all that he eould while the panic
lasted. Then, the original scare having
proved to be all a mistake, the prices
naturally go up once more, and we gt a
long Agure for all that we hold. That's
what I mean by ‘making a corner In dia-
monds." There Is no room in it for any
miscaleulation,”

“It sounds very nice,” his son remark-
od, thoughtfully, “I'm not so sure aovout
its working, though."

"It must work well. As far as human
ealculation can go there is no possibilicy
of failure. Hesides, my boy, never lose
sight of the fact that we shall be specu
lating with other people's money We
ourselves have nothing to lose, absolutely
nothing.”

“l am not likely to lose sight of it,”
sald Esra angrily, his mind coming back
to his grievance,

"I reckon that we can raise from forty
to fifty thousand pounds without much
difficulty. My name is, as you know,
as good as that of any firm In the ecity.
For nearly forty years it hase been above
stain or suspicion. If we carry on oar
| plans at once, and lay this money out
Ijud.n'mull_‘n all may come right.”

“It's Hobeon's choice,” the young man
remarked. “We must try some mld
stroke of the sort. Have you chosen the
right sort of men for agents? You should
have men of some standing te wset such
reporta going. They would bave more
weight then."

John Girdlestone shook hle head de-
spondingly. “How am I to get a man of
~any standing to do such & place of busi
| prem 7" he said.

I “Nothing easier,”

| & eynical laugh. “I could pick out a
|

|

do,

prove

wore of Impecunious fellows from the
clubs who would be only too glad to earn

a hundred or two in any way you can
| mention. [ shall go myeelf to the dia-
mond fields. Ap» to our other agent, 1
| have the very man, Major Tobins Clutter
| buck., He is a shrewd, clever fellow, and
he's always hard up His socinl rank
would be a great help to our plan. I'll

answer for his Jumping at the idea.”

“Sound him on the subject, then.™
“1 will.” )
“l1 am glad,” said the old merchant,

1
i
*“that you and I have had this conversa

tion, Enra. The fact of my having specu
lated without your knowledge, and de
ceived you by a false ledger, has often
| weighed heavily apon my consclence, I as
| sure yon. It is a relief to me to have
told you all” '
| “Drop the subject, thén,” Ezra =aid,
I,‘”n!g “l must put 1.,: with it, for 1
have no redress, The thin s done and
pnothing ean undo it, but I consider that
you have willlully wasted the money."
o sve me, [ have tried to act for the

The good name

| heat of our firm Is ev
e1ything to me. 1 have spent my whole
life In building it up, and if the day
should come when it must go, | trust
that I may have gone myself. ‘There ls
pothing which I would not do to pre
serve it

“1 see they want our premimms. Fzra
mid, glancing at the open letter upon the
table, “liow (s it that none of thosa

ships go down? That would give us help.”
“Hush ! hush " John Girdlestone cried,
tmploringly. “Speak in a whisper when
gou talk of such things.”
“t can’t understand you™

oetulantly.

mid Pira,
“Xou parsistaatly ever-losure

anawered Fara with |

ters lying om his desk, and it struck him

hat they had better be attended to.: It
lid not suit his plans to fall back upon
his credit just yet. It has been already
shown that he was a man of ready re
source. [le rang the bell and summoned
his senior clerk.

“Good wmorning, John,” he sald affa-
bly.

“Good morning, Mr. Girdlesions, good
norning, sir,” said wisened little John

(ilray, rubbing his thin yellow hands to
gother, as a sign of his gratification,

“l hear, John, that you have come into
a legacy lately,” Mr. Girdlestone said.

“Yew, wir, Diftesm bundred pounds,
sir.”

“What have you dooe with the monaey,
John?"

“Danked it, sir, in the United Metro-
politanm.”™
“In the United Metropolitan, John?

[#t me ses. 'U'heir pressnt rate of inter
et {s four and a half?”

“Four, sir,” said John.

“Four! Imar me, John, that ie poor
intehest, very poor Indeed. It la most

fortunate that | made these Inguiries. [
was on the point of drawing fourteen
hundred pounds from one of my corre-
spondents a8 & temporary convenience,
For this I should pay him five per cent.
| have no abjection, John, as you are an
old servant of the Arm, to giving you the
preference in this matter. 1 cannot take
more than fourteen hundred—but [ shall
be happy to accommodate you up to that
sum at the rate named.”

John Gilray was overwhelmed by this
thoughtful and considerate act. “It is
really too generous and kind, sir," he

sald. *I don't know how to thank you.”

“Don't mention it, John,” the senior
partner said grandly. *“I'he firm is always
glad to advance the interesta of lts em-
ployea in any reasonable manner, Have
you your check book with you? Fill it
up for fourteen hundred. No more, John,
1 cannot oblige you by taking any more.”

John (:irdlestone's private residence in
Eccleston square was & large and sub

stantial house in a district which the
wave of fashion had passed over In i's
vegtwrerd course, The building was stern
and lhiard, and massive in ite extorpal ap-
pearance, but the interior was luxury ir
self, for the old merchant had a due ap
preciation of the good things of this
world Indesd there was an oriental
and almost barbarous splendor ibout ‘he
great rooms, where the richest furniture

war interspersed with skine from the Ga
hand-worked Ivory from (id Cala-
bar, and the thousand other strang: val
uables whic
ta the Afr.cam trader.

boon,

After the death of his friend, Girdle-
atone had been as good as his word He |
had taken Kate Harstom away from the

h were presented by his agents |

n|

| kil

deare about our engagement?”
said.

“1 wonder what your mother will say?™
answered Kate laughing merrily. *“She
will be awfully astonished.”

“How about Girdlestone?"

est,

occurred o either of them before.
stared at each other and Kate's face as

Tom I

asked Tom !
The thought of the guardian had nevos |
They |

All Kinds of

Meats & Provisions

sumed such an expression of dismay thai |

ber companion burst out laughing l

“Don't be frightened, darling,” he sa'd

“If you like I'll go in and beard the livm |

in his den. There ls no time like the prew
ent.”

"Ne, no, dear Tom,"”
“You must not do that.” It was impoesk
ble for her te tell him how ewpecialy
Girdlestone had cautioned her against
him, but she felt that it would never da
to allow the two to meet.
cunceal our engagement from Mr. Girdle
wstone."

“Conceal sur engagement!”

“Yen, Tom. He has warned mo =
often against anything of the sort, that
really 1 don’t know what he would de
If he knew about it. He would certaln-
ly make it very uncomfortable for me te
live with him. Remember I am nearly
twenty now, se in a little more than a
year | shall be entirely free. That is nod
very long."”

she eried eagerin

“We musl

Furnished at Mving prices. A share
of the public patronage solicibed

E. LEWIN, Proprietor

Furnished Rooms

AT

THE PACIFIC

MRS BARAN COSTELLO

Nice elean rooms 26¢ and §0c a
night; $1.26 a week; $5 a month

“1 don't know about that,” Tom maid,
doubtfully. “lHowever, if you will be
more comfortable, of course, that settles
the question.
that we should have to conceal it, slmply
in order to pacify this old bear.”

“It's only for a time, Tom; and yos
may tell theen at home by all means. Now,
good-by, dear, they will see you froo
the windows if you come nearer.”

“Good-by, my darling.”
hands and parted, he hurrying away with

the glad tidings to Phillimore Gardens, |

It seemns rather hard, thou(‘.1,|

They shook !
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BANDON TRANSFER CO.

C. H. PATTERSON & SON
Dray and General Delive-s
F Mewia all boats. All srders handied w th care
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she tripping back to her captivity with|

the lightest heart that she had felt for a'

weary time. [assers-by glanced back at

Clarence Y. Lowe

the bright little face under the bright lit- |

tla bonnet, and Ezra Girdlestone luuk!nl

BANDON, OREGON

down at her from the drawiog room win- |

dow, bethought him that if the diamond
speculation wshould fail it
hardehip to turn to his father's ward
(To be continued.)
Paper with Dual Opinlons,

The oddest newspaper in the world
is one named the Wochenblatt, which
s published In Gruningen, a small town
of some 1,200 Inhabitants In the can-
ton of Zurich, In Switzerland It Is
the only newspaper in the place and ls
at one and the same time the organ of |
the Liberal Conservatives and of the|
Social I'nges 1 and 2 be
long to the Liberals and pages 3 and 4
to the Socialists, and the two parties
abuse one another heartlly in its pagea

Diemocrats

Charge It In the DI,
“Doctor,” sald a shrewd-looking man, '
“how many feet of gas does It take to!

a man?”’
“That's a queer question,” replied
the doctor., “Why do you wish to
know 7"

“One of the guests in my hotel used
it to ki1l hlmself, and [ wand
proper bill to his execw
Tit-Bits.

enough of
to send In a
tors."—London

Mindoo Women Smuggled In.
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Druggist and Apothecary

Is just in receipt of a new and fresh stock of

Drugs and Chemicals, Patent and Pro-
5|rivlary Preparations, Toilet Articles,
Jruggists Sundries, Perfumes, Brushes
Sponges, Soap, Nuts and Candies, Cigars
Tobaccos and Cigarettes, Paints, Oils,
Glass and Painters’ Supplies.
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A. B. SABIN

Manufacturer of and Dealer in
All Kinds of Saddlery
Harness and Saddles Hepaired
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RASMUSSEN BROS., Propa.

One hundred IHindoo laborers In 1he|
of iritish Columbia
digroverad to \\unn*l.ll
clothing I'hey urg{
the ‘1!]\“1»‘
ers say that the more ]I.“lll’
nking and Industrious than thelr bhue

bands,

frontier towns

hav besen b

dressed In men's

expert wopdeutters and

women are

Brond Hinr.
“Yes," boasted Mra Newcoln, “when
[ ruy hushand returned from Europe he
welghed Just fifty poumnds more thanp
when he started.”
“Liraclous!” exclalmed Mrs, De Style,
with A vawn. “IMd the customs officery

| that l']'.\;-’lu'w‘r'l.H?.n!lfhtlgl’ll!un‘llﬂ calsey

desolate house at Fulham and brought her
to live with him. From the garrets of
that palatial edifice to the cellars she was
at liberty to roam where ehe would, and
do what she chose. No cares or responsis
bilities were imposed upon her. The do
miestic affairs were superintended by a
invrn housckerper, who arranged every
detail of housckeeping. 'The young girl
had apparently only to exist and to be
happy.

John Girdlestone had been by no means |
overjoyed upon the return of the Dims
dalem from Kdinburgh to learn that his
ward had been thrown into the company
| of her voung cousin, He received her
coldly, and forbade her to visit Phillimore
{3ardens for some time to come. }e even
took the precaution of teling off a confi
dential footman to walk behind her on
all occasions, and to act #ither-as an =~
cort or ga a sentry. 3
| It chanced, however, that one day,
| fow ecks after her return, Kate founid
jfll’l opporrunity of recovering her freedom, |
The footman had been patched upon
some other duty. So she bethought her
’n-".f that a book was to be bought, anl
| some lace to be matched, and several oth
!"' tmportant feminine jes to be f
l:'Jf“! It happened er, .ur as sh
| walked sedately lown Warwlick street
| her eveg fs ipon.a very tall nr.-f sOuUAr
!h":"'! lered young man, who was lounging
in her d.rection, tapping his stick listless

against the railings, as is ghe habit
of idle men _‘! this Kate forgot inco
| tinently all abo the book and the lace,
| while the tal _\--.I'.h ceased to tap the
railings, d eame atriding towards her |
| with I--n; springy footsteps and a smiling
| face,
| ‘Why,” Cousin Tom, who would have
| t 4 of medting yvou here?’ she ex
| o ed, when the first greetings had been |
| exchanged “It is a most surprisimg
| thing.” It Is possible that the incident
| would not have struck her as so very as
tonishing after all, had she kpown that

Tom had spent six hours a day for the |

iast fortnight in blockading the entrances
to Eccleston square.

“Most remarkable !” sald
hypoerite, “Yon see 1 haven't anything
to do yet, so I walk about London a good
denl. It was a lucky chance that sent
me In this direction.”

“And how is the doctor?" Kate asked
eagerly. “4And Mrs. Dimsdale, bhow i

the

young |

forget to search him

lLeads To.
A sclentist claimes

What It
Wife (reading)
f"'n"r.
Husband—Indeed! 1 always lmag
Ined It was something of that kind thai
caused lockjaw,

ye (3%

e

Illl One !wrrl
Singleton—Do you belleve I{ possibls
for a man to keep secrets from his

" r.-“-,

Wedderly—Yes, I guess so. Anywa

I never let my wife know what I reuli
Slow Trains In Enropes

In the matter of train =peed Avstris,

Italy and Spalm are at e Lotom of
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