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HE MOUSE.

By CHARLES KLEIN.

A Story of American Life Novelized From the Play by
HORNBLOW.,

COPYRICHT, 1906, BY G. W. DILLINGHAM COMPANY.

“There's soine one in there,” he sald
iIn an undertone “Someone walting
for your father.”

“Is there?' replied Jefferson coolly
“I'll se¢ who it 18,” with which he
brushed past Mr. Bagley and entered
the Hbrary.

He bad guessed aright. A woman
was there. It was Kate Roberts

“Hello, Kate! How are you?' Jef
ferson decided to say nothing of the
interrupted tete-a-tete, but mentally he

resolved to spoll Mr lagley's game
and save Kate from her own folly. On
hearing his volce Kate turned and

gave a little cry of genuine surprise
“Why, 1s It you, Jeff? T thought you
were In Europe.”
“l returned yesterday,”
somewhat curtly

his father's desk, where he sat down to
scribble a few words, while Mr. Bag-
ley, who bad followed him in, scowl-
ing, was making frantic dumb signs to
Kate,

“I fear 1 lotrude here”
son polntedly

“Oh, dear no, not nat
Kate in some confuslon
ing for my father. How Is Paris?’ she
asked.

“Lovely as ever,”" he answered.

“Did you have a good time?" she In

be replied

He crossed over to

sald JefMer-

all,” replied

qulred.

“l enjoyed It lmmensely I never
had a better one.”

“You pl‘u'l&l‘]}' were in good com
pany,” she sall sigaificantly Then

she added: *1 belleve Miss Rossmore
was in Paris.”

“Yes, I think she was there,"
noncommittal answer.

To change the conversation, which
was becoming decidedly personal, he
plcked up a book that was lylng on his
father's desk and glanced at the title
It was “The American Octopus.”

“If you'll excuse me, I'll go and pay
my flial respects upstalrs,” sald Jef
ferson. “I'll see you agaln.” He gave

wis his

“1 was walt- |

Kate a friendly nod, and without even |

glancing at Mr. Bagley left the room
The couple stood In sllence for a few

moments after he disappeared. Then

Kate went to the door and listened to

- s |
“I fear I indrwde here”
his retreating footsteps When she

was sure that bhe wuas out of earshot
she turmed on Mr, Bagley tndignantly
“You see what you expose me to
Jefferson thinks this was a rendez
vous.”
“Well, It was to a certain extent,” re

plled the secretary unabasbed. “Dido’t
you ask me to see you here?
“Yea," sald Kate, taking a letler

from her bosom; “1 wanted to ask you
what this means?’

“My dear Mlss Roberts—Kate—1"
stammered the secretary

“How dare you address me in this
wmanner when you know I and Mr
Ryder are engaged

No one knew better that Kate that
this was not true, but she said it part
ly out of vanity, partly out of a desire
to draw out this Engllshman who
made such bold love to her

“Miss Roberts,” replied Mr. Bagley
loftily, “in that note I expressed my
admiration—my love for you. Your en
gagement to Mr Jefferson Hyder ls,
to say the least, a most uncertalo
fact.” There was a tinge of sarcasin
in his volce that did not escape Kate.

“Yon must not judge from appear
ances,” she answered, trylng to keep
up the outward show of indignation
which Inwardly she did not feel. “Jeff
and | may hide a passion that burns
llke a volcano All lovers are not
demonstrative, you know "

The absurdity of this description as
applied to her relafions with Jefferson
appealed to her as so comlical that she
burst Into laughter, In which the sec
retary Jolned

“Then why djd you remain here
with me when the senator went out
with Mr. Ryder, senior? he demanded

“To tell you that 1 cannot listen to
retorted

your nonsense any longer,”
the girl

“What?”" he erled Ineredulously
“You remain here to tell me that you
cannot listen to me when you could
easlly have avoided lstening to me

without telling me so!
ness 18 not convinelng ™
“You megs you think 1 waunt ta listen

" should
| eertainly

| for nothing."”

| discussion
| on
| ten

| earn my own living

to you?' she demanded
“l do,” he answered, stepping for-
ward as If to take her In his arms

“Mr. Bagley!” she exclalmed, recoll-
ing

“A week ago,” he persisted, “you
called me Fitgroy Once In an out-
burst of confidence you called me
Fitz."

“You bhadn't asked me to marry youn
then,” she laughed mockingly. Then,
edging away toward the door, she

waved ber hand at him playfully and
sald teasingly: “Good by, Mr. Bagley
I am golng upstairs to Mrs. Ryder. 1
will awalt my father's return in her
roown. [ think I shall be safer.”

He ran forward to Intercept her, but
she was too quick for him. The door
elammed in his face, and she was gone

Meantime Jefferson had proceeded
upstalrs, passing through long and
luxurfously ecarpeted corridors with
paneled frescoed walls and hung with
grand old tapestries and splendid paint
ings, until he came to his mother's
room. He knocked

“Come In!" called
volee

He entered. Mrs. Ryder was busy
at her escritolre looking over a mass
of household accounts

“Hello, mother! How's father?' he
crled, running up and hugging her lu
his Jefferson
had always been devoted to his mother,

nd, while he deplored her weakness In
permitting herself to be so completely
imder the domination of his father, she
bad always found him an affectionate
and loving son.

Mrs. Ryder sighed while she looked
her son over proudly. In her heart she
was glad Jefferson had turned out as
he had. Her boy certainly would never
be a financier to be attacked In maga-
zines and books. Answering his ques
tion, she sald

“Your father Is as well as those busy
bodies In the newspapers will let him
be He's considerably worried just
now over that new book, ‘The Ameri
ean Octopus How dare they make
bhim out such a mooster?
worse than other successful men.
richer, that's all, and it makes thewn
Jealouy He's out driving now with
Senator Roberts. Kate Is somewhere
in the house—4in the lbrary, I think."”

“Yes, | found her there,” replied
Jefferson dryly. “She was with that
ead, Bagley., When Is father golng to
flnd that fellow out 7'

“Oh, Jefferson,!” protested his moth-
er, “how can you talk Hke that of Mr.
Bagley? He I8 such a perfect gentle-
man Hls family connections alone
entitle him to respect. He I8
the best secretary your fa
ther ever had. I'm sure 1 don't know

out the famillar

boyish, Impulsive way

what we shonlkd do without him He
knows everything that a gentleman
should.”

“And a good deal more, 1 wager,"

growled Jefferson “He wasn't groom
of the backstairs to England's queen
Then changing the tople,
“Talking about Kate,

got to reach some

he sald suddenly
mother, we have

definite understanding. This talk about |

my marrying her must stop I intend
to take the matter up with father to
day.”

“Oh, of course, more trouble!"
plied his mother In a resigned
She was so accustomed to having her

re
tone

wishes thwarted that she was never
surprised at anythiong. “We heard of
your golugs on in Paris. That Miss

Rossmore was there, was she not?”
“That has got nothing to do with it,”

replied Jefferson warmly. He resented

Shirley's name being dragged into the

“Now, mother, be reasonable, Lis

I purpose to live my own life. |
have already shown my father that I
will not be dietated
He has po right
to force this marriage on me There
has never been any misunderstanding
on Kate's part. She and 1 understand
each other thoroughly.”

“Well, Jefferson, you may be right
frow your polnt of view,” replied hie
mother weakly. She Invariably ended
by agreeing with the last one who ar-
gued with her. “You are of age, of
course Your parents have only a
moral right over yo®

| this: It would be foolish of you to do

| Interests are your interests

anything now to nnger yoar futher. Hie
Don’t do
anything to jeopardize them. Of course
you can't be forced to marry a girl you
don't eare for, but your father will be
bitterly disappointed. e had set his
heart on this matech He knows all
about vour infatuation for Miss Roas-
and it has made him furious. 1

miore,
| suppose you've heard about her fa-
ther

“Yes, and It's a dastardly outrage!”

Kate, your cold- |

blurted out Jefferson. “It's a consplr
acy agalnst one of the most honorable
men that ever lived, and 1 mean to fer-
ret out and expose the authors. [ came
here today to ask father to belp me.”

“You eame to ask your father to help
you?" echoed his mother lncredulously

Why not?" demanded Jefferson. “ls
it true, then, that he is selfishness In-
carnate Wouldn't he do that much to
help a friend ¥

“You've come to the wrong house,
Jeff. You ought to know that. Your
father Is far from being Judge Ross-

ware's friend. SBurely you have gense

coough v peglize (RES Mty AR WS

He's no |
He's |

Then more calmly he went |

| most Important business deals, and Iits

to and that 1 can |
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marry bis daughter e = o g
: the must Leinous erime that can be
"Yes, 1 see now, Jothes You are ommitted agalnst a fre pl th
right Then he added bitterly: “That = . . vap— . ve peopile €

conspiring of the trusts, abetted by the

F lwavs bee he trouble at P, -
has & \ een the troubie at home rallroads, to arbitrarily ralse the prices

No matter where | turn, | aw up

_ of the necessaries of life—meat, coal
agalnst a stone wall- the money nter
; 3 oll, lee, gas—wholly without other jus
esls One never hears a glimmer of tification than that § aeand rhich
fellow feeling, never a word of buman pre. = greed, Wi

with these men was the unconguerable,
all absorbing passion. In short, every
thing that unscrupulous leaders of or
ganized capltal could devise to squeeze
the lfe blood out of the patient, de
fenseless toller was done within these
four walls

When Jefferson eutered, his father
was seated at his desk, a long black
cigar between his lips, giving Instrue-
tions to Mr. Bagley. Mr. Ryder looked
up quickly as the door opened, and the

sympathy, only cold calculation, heart
less reasoning, money, woney, money!
Ob, I am sick of it! I don’t want any
f It. 1 am golng away where I'll hear
no more of it."

His mother lald her hand gently on
his shoulder

“Don't talk that way, Jefferson. Your
father Is not a bad man at heart. You
know that. His life has been devoted
to money making, and be has made a
greater fortune than any man living or

secretary mmde a movement forward |

f]l:'a-i He is only wbat his life bas o 0 .o efect the intruder, Do matter
i::om}:\-l.tvlaw)'uu”i.lnl:“sul?'.\s‘::u!l‘-l::ttz.t nl.[::: DEE B0 SHGRE 90.  They Were Dok ie-
SBak e t'Dl'l")]ll"l S s s Sanae customed to having people enter Lhe|
I'Jurl-n e . sanctum of the Cglossus 8o unceremo- |
e nfously. But whefl he saw who it was |
Jefferson was about to reply when 5. Ryder's stern, set face relaxed,

suddenly a dozen electric bells sounded
all over the house

“What's that?"' exclaimed Jefferson,
alarmed and starting toward the door.

and he greeted his son amiably

“Why, Jeff, my boy, 1s that you?
Just a moment until I get rid of Bags
ley, and I'll be with you.”

"Ob,  that's nothing,” smlled his | Jegergon turned to the bookshelves
motber. “We have had that put In | .nq rap over the titles while the finan-
slnce you went awajy Your father ... continued his business with the |
must bave jJust come In. Those bells SECTOtATY |
aunounce the fact. It was done %o | .Ngw Bagley, come, quick! What |
that if there happened to be any stran i 147" !
gers In the house they could be kept | po snoke In a rapld, explosive man
out of the way until be reached the |, .. jike a man who has only a few

Hhrary safely

“Oh,"” laugbhed JefMerson, “he's afrald
some one will kKidoap bim?  Certalnly
he would be a rich prize. [ wouldn't
care for the job myself, though

mowments to spare before he must rush
to catch a tra'n. John Ryder had been |
eatching t=alus all his life, and he had
seldom missed one '

|
“Governor Rice called. He wants an |

Fhey'd be catching a tartar.” appolntment,” said Mr. Bagley,
Hls speech was luterrupted by a ing out a card
timid knock at the door “I cean’t see him. Tell him 20,” came
“May l_ come In to say goodby 7" ask- | ihe apswer quick as a flash. “Who
ed a volce which they recognized as | gjae:’ he demanded. “Where's your
Kate's. She had successfully escaped  |qp9v
from Mr., Bagley's importunities and Mr. Bagley took from the desk a llst |

was now going home with the senator, | ,¢ names and read them over

She smiled amiably at Jefferson, and “Gieneral Abbey telephoned. He says
they chatted pleasantly of his trip you promised”

abroad. He wfs slncerely sorry for “Yes, yes,” Interrupted Ryder im- |
this girl whom they were trying 0| petiently, “but not here. Down town, |
folst on him. Not that he thought she tomorrow, any time., Next?”

really cared for bhlm—he was well The secretary jotted down a note
aware that hers was a nature that| ,oqingt each name and then sald:

made It Impossible to feel very deeply
on any subject—but the ldea of this
ready made marriage was so forelgo,
80 revolting to the American mind!
e thought It would be a kindness to
warn her against Bagley.

“Don't be foolish, Kate,” he said. “T |
was not blind just now in the library.
That man 18 po good.” I

As Is usual when one's motives are
suspected, the girl resented his inter-
ference. She knew he hated Mr. Bag-
ley, and she thought it mean of l1lmI
to try and get even In this way. Hbei
stiffened up and replied coldly:

“l] think I am able to look after my- |
self, Jefferson. Thanks, all the same.” |

He shrugged his shoulders and made |
no reply She sald goodby to Mrs. |
Ryder, who was again lmmersed in her |
tradespeople bills, and left the room,

“There are some people downstalrs
in the reception room. They are bere
by appointment.’ '

“The national committee and Ber-
geant Ellison of the secret service from
Washington,” replied Mr. Bagley

“Who was here first?’ demanded lho'
financler,

“Bergeant Ellison, sir.”

[Continued next week. |

1. DorADO

TONSORIAL PARLORS
P. B. HOYT, Prop.

ascorted by Jefferson, who accompa — — _— |||r|ur to the date berein: that said tract |

» or downstairs and on to the oaated 1 " » ; - | not settled npon and oultivated by sad
nied h r'l 1 l“‘ Sl R Loeated in EL DORADO BUILDING, !|-urt\' as sequired by law: that said absenoce .‘1 l l ( ’ l 11‘1
street, where BSenator Hoberts wa First Street, BANDON, OREGON | was not doe to employment in the wilitary -
walting for her in the open victoria. | ) ) or naval service of the United States in
The senator greeted with unusual cor- | SHAVING, SHAMPOOING AND HAIR | {ime of war, said parties are hereby notitied
diality the young man whom Re still CUITING AT STANDARD PRICES, e s "rll"ll |',"”' B0 S
hoped to make his son-in-law : n ,|”|‘,L'u, 1907 . before O i pepedtined s, Vouw Can't Expect to (et

“Come and see us, Jefferson,” he | Bathroom newly fitted up with Poreslaln | Nyotare Publie, at his office at Bandon £2 Worth for 81, But
sald. “Come to dinner any evening Rl Hetor-GuE Reiae 08 e "-'r"|.«L:'.':'l“v.-l,l.’.l.f “.':I:-.n.“.‘l.l r\u aring » |-II‘“- held Vo (an (ot Forer
We are always alone, “_'I“‘ Kate and I fors the Negister nod Heesiver thie HONE LTS WORTH «l
will be glad to see you . [ United States Lund Office in Hosebnr

“Jefferson has so little time now, fa If you want your watch to LSIVE L Opegon )
ther. HIls work and— his friends keep | satisfaction send it to F arker Hl :.P -IIJ1I Il I I!JI Ilk""l': - L f Ii””] ts M BRE U ER s

) % ] | alidavit, fled June 10, RN, S fort f ta .

him pretty busy & o, . successor to V. R. Wilson or 1ulnuh show that after due dilligence per

JAENIE RNE ROWE Dot S e Wil wel lle sonal service of this notice cannot he made. ppagler in Boots and Shoes
and the sarcasm, but he sald nothing ilson Jewelry « Ojuiiie [l' 18 hereby ordered and direeted that
He smiled, and the senator ralsed his ;""I'T'!I‘”I”I"""' be wiven by due and proper Repniring neatly and promptly done at
hat A8 the carriage drove off the | Besnsasin L. Eppy, Register 'WeRt living prices.
voung man noticed that Kate glanced THE MERCY HOSP'TAL' = =
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house. The psychological moment had | ) \ ( )l: . |
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Is now open for the re ,

front his father In the library
CHAPTER IX
HE library was the most Impor
tant room in the Ryder mawe-
slon, for It was there that the
Colossus carried through his

ception of patients. The
terms are 10 per week
For par
ticalars apply to  : : 'I

and npwards,

buslest hours were those which most Siﬂters Of Mercy

|
men devote to rest. But John Burkett ‘
Ryder never rested. There could be no North B‘lld, Or. |
rest for any man who had a thousand |
millions of dollars to take care of m— |
Here the money Moloch held court
llke any king, with as much ceremony
and more secrecy, and having for his
courtiers some of the most prominent
men in the political and Industrial life
of the natlon. Corrupt senators, graft-
ing congressmen, ambitious railroad
presidents, lnsolent coal barons who
impudently clalmed they sdministered
the coal lands in trust for the Al
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