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HOW EAGLES FIGHT,

4 Furious Battle Between Twe of
the Big Birds,

A small party of gentlemen, wost all
af whom bad tinges of sporting proeliv-
itles In thelr blood, were discussing the
subject of chicken fghting. An old
farwer from Rappabannock county,
Va., broke Into the conversation.

“Gentlemen.,” sald he, “ln my time 1
have seen some bang up chicken fghts,
but the greatest fight I ever saw be
tween birds (n all my born days was a
contest between a bald eagle and a
gray eagle near my old place in Rappa-
hannock.

“This fight took place on the bank of
the river. I couldn't forget it if I lived
to be as old as Methuselah, T was the
only spectator and saw the struggle
from start to finish. The bald eagle
had caught & muskrat and was oout
to eat it for breakfust when the gray
eagle soared down and attempted to
rob the other one of Its prey. Then
commenced the combat, and, Lord, how
the feathers flew! They fought with
wings, beaks and talons, and I could
hear the talons crack when they struck
amd tore each other. The sounds wade
by their wings as {bey bulfeted one an-
other were like exploglona of musketry,
while their sereams and yells sounded
demonlacal. The battle lusted fully
fifteen minutes and wound up with a
victory for old baldy, who drove the
gray eagle away and then resumed his
interrupted breakfast.

“Oh, yes, there are a great many ea-
gles up In my part of the state," sald
the old agriculturist In reply to a ques-

tion. *“There are plenty of high rocks
and lofty trees whercon they bulld
their nests. We farmers do not give

them any latitude, however. Whenever
one of these big birds Is seen souring
about the poultry yard, or, In fact, any-
where about the farm, it's ‘Johnnle, get
your gun,' because it not infrequently
happens that good sized chickens, young
lambs or little plgs are earried away by
them, so they're very unwelcome visit-
ors."—Washington Star.

YACHT RACING.

This Expensive Sport Was Hegan In
England In 1662,

Though vessels answering to  the
character of yachts were In use by
royal personages from an early date—
Queen Ellzabeth, for Instance, had one
bullt at Cowes, Isle of Wight, In 1088
the word “yacht" was not used until
the year 1060, when the Duteh present
ed & “Jacht” named the Mary to
Charles II., says the London Chronl-
c¢le, In Evelyn's Diary, nnder Oct. 1,
1661, occurs the entry, “I sailed this
morning with his majesty in one of his
yachts, vessels not known among us
til the Dutch East India company pre-
sented that curious plece to the king,
belng very excellent salling vessels.”

Yacht raclng commenced in 1662,
when Charles [1., who had some yuchts
bullt for him by Sir Phineas Pett,
wagered $500 that a yacht of his would
beat a Dutch one owned by his brother,
the Duke of York, afterward James 11

But the growth of yacht salllng was
slow, and It 18 not until 1720 that an
authentle record of a yacht club Is
found, In which year the Cork Harbor
Water club, now known as the Royal
Cork Yacht club, was formed. In 1812
a slmilar eclub, the Yacht club, was
formed at Cowes by some fifty yachts
men. This club In 1820 attracted the
notice of the Duke of Clarence, after
ward Willlam IV, when its title was

altered to the Royal Yacht squadron,
Cowes. Fourteen years later Willlnm
IV. presented the first royal cup to this
club. But {n 1851 only 500 yachis were
in existence. 8ince the International
yacht race of that year the Increase In
the number has been lmmense,

In Amerien, the Chronicle says, “the
sport may be sald to have commenced
in 1814, In which year the New York
Yacht club was formed, and thé his-

tory of that club I8 practically the his
tory of American yachting."

Kaew His Dasiness.

One of the best known lawyers of
Philadelphla had a case In court
against a man who kept a clgar store
opposite one of the large hotels. The
man had In some way broken the law

“Do you mean to say,” asked the
lawyer, “that you have made a lving
out of that store for one year¥y"

“Yes," replied the man. “Geutlemen
come from the hotel early in the morn
ing and ask for fifteen and twentyafive
cent clgars. I hand them out five cont
ers, and they don't know the differ
’M<"

“Impossible,” sald the lawyer.

“Oh, no, 1t lsn't,” sald the storekeep-
er ealmly. “I have done It on yon
eral times."—FPhiladelphla Ledger.

An Ingquisitive Jury,

“Gentlemen of the Jury,” sald the
Judge as he concluded his charge, “if
the evidence shows In your minds that
poneumonia even Indirecily was the
cause of the man's death the prisoner
cannot be convicted.”

An henr Inter g messapger came
from the jury room,

“The gentlemen of the jury,
lord,” he sald, “desire Information.”

“On what point of evidence?"

".\.v'l'u‘. pAL LoLaar,
know how to spell pneumonia.”
don Globe.
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A Dream Indeed.

WifesI dreamed last night that |
was in a store that was full of the
borelicst boanets and

Huasband (hastily)—But that was on
Iy a dream, my dear.

Wife <1 knew that before 1T woke up,
because you bought me one.—Philadel
phia Press.

It Is best to remember that life is not
written in lead pencll and erasing maj
not be done unt!l after the account has
been rendered to the Master.—New
York Herald.

I‘-:Iy Conventlonnl,
“Agatha,” sald ber mother, “1 don't
ke to hear a daughter of mine tell
even a conventional lle. You know you

ean't bear Aunt Becky, and yet when
she came the other day you sald
‘Auntle, how glad 1 am to see you! ™
“That wasn't a lle, mamma.” answer
od Agatha. “That was an exclama-
tion."—Chleago Tribune.

I was telling you sbout Willits lnst
week and the inducements it holds
forth for tired people to straighten out
the tense nerves that have kept them
o the rack In a busines and social way
for months, and for summer and fall
visitors who have we other object in
view than to kil time and take the
world ensy. There Is po Lime like the
months of September, October and the
early part of November to visit the
eountry in, and there is no place where
you find more picturesque and beauti-
ful scenery and charming places for
outing than sloug the California North-
western Railway., Some way or other
you never tire of it. The elimate is so
delightful and there is something so
restful and soul-satisfying that you feel
like you are living in another world.
An elderly gentlenuan likens a visit to
this section of California as “‘resem-
bling the sparklivg amd exhllerating
eflects of champagne,”

But, as [ was about to remark in re-
gurd to Willits, 1 like the spirit of the
people, for you never hear them speak
disparagingly of the place either at
home or abrogd. They are enthusiastic
and loyal citizens, sud the town has an
air of thrift that is refreshing. I even
heard some of the progressive mien of the
town hint that Willits was the place
for the county seat. That might set a
bee to buzzing iu the bounetsof equally
progressive Mendocino people, who be-
lieve in possession being nine points of
the law, They claim that the sanitary
conditions of Willits is perfect, and I
should judge it was a poor place for
doctors and undertakers, for secording
to an old settler, “it is alarmingly
henlthy."

Polly is indebted to Mr. Wure, man-
wger of the big lumber yards in Willits,
formuch of my information. The lum-
ber yards take up about three miles on
the east side of the main tmck of the
California Northwestern .tailway and
has four branches extending into the
yard. It isa busy little mart and keeps
things moving lively in that portion of
the town. We took anafternoon to en-
joy about s twenty minutes ride into
the heart of the timber land, where the
Dinmond D mill ot the Northwestern
Redwood Company is running at its
full eapacity night and day, This s
the biggest logging camp in California
and the mill s the most eomplete and
best equipped in the State. It isa mar-
vel to those who have never seen any-
thing of the kind before, and it was a
wonder and delight to Polly, We were
indebted to Mr. W. A. Fuster, super-
wtendent of the big mills, for the pleas-
ure we enjoyed on this trip. Boarding
u flat car and sitting on boxes, with a
noisy engine just back of us, we went
speeding down to the end of the road
where the line of the California North-
western Rallway branches off into the
beautiful Bherwood valley on the road
into Humboldt ecounty. The road is
now ten miles beyond Willits and there
is four miles of track laid and six miles
of grading. This is gomg o be by far
the most pieturesque road in California,

and it is fast pushing its way into the
beart of valuable timber and agricul-
tural lands and on to Fureka, opening

up u vast territory which hitherto has
been undisturbed by the hand of man.
In fact the Philadelphia Ledger, show-
g that this part of the country has
awnkened a live interest even across
the continent, states that Humboldt
county will not be the terminal of the
California Northwestern Railway, but
Astoria, Oregon, is the Mecca they are
trying to reach., We have seen this
part of the new road with its wild
scenery, seen them send this car and
that bowling on Its way llke a ball
winging its way from a cleverly handled
tennis racqguet, and then sped back to
the mill,

Here it is all activity and everything
moving like clockwork. It looks hike
every second was accounted for, and
the workings of the great machinery
seem almost human., There are the
great eables drawing the immense logs
from their home in the mountains, In
they come like some huge captive and
take their plunge into the logging pond
that is already nearly filled with logs.
Then down comes a huge pair of arms
and grasps the log wanted and it goes
on its way up the chuteto be converted
into boards of various widths, lengths
and thickness. The chain slips of! like
magic and the great arms resch out
like the tenlacles of some huge monster,
takes u firm grip and sends it into the
teetn of the g saw. The ftirst eut
takes oflf the rough bark ou the side
and sends it flying down the chute; the
next takes ofl' a board leaving the beau-
ufal giadin of e womd fully vxpnmed,
and the log glides smoothly on to the
saws that part it into the various widths,
The boards then pass (through the plan-
Ing mill, and 8o or through the differ-
processes untll it lands in the yard to
be graded as to quality and piled neatly
together ready for shipment. Ope im-
mense log that looked perfectly sound
and as if it had been part of some mag-

nificent monarch of the forest, was
found to have a flaw, and & bad one, 1n
the center. Dexterously the saws did

their work and only the sound part of
it found its way to the planing mill.
How like some people, thought Polly.
So perfect and lovely “the exterior, but
what a blemish when you come to the
hieart; so fair to look upon, so untrue
and ugly looking when you see beneath
the surfgte. The ponderous machinery
pounds away and turns and whirls the
various wheels, pulleys, ete., which
keep everything on the move as though
perpetual motion was the moving
source. Even the savdust does not go

to waste but is burned in the great fur-

nace, Out of the tall smokestack the
smoke s curling hke great black and
gray plumes while the immense tongues
of flamwe bumt forth at tines three or
four feet high lighting up the vicinity,
making & weird and bewitehing scene
at night. Here the electric lights are
used freely, making It almost as lght
as day. The capacity of the mills Is
about 150,000 feet per twenly-four hours,
Little cottages for the families of em-
ployes stand out pleturesquely smong
the trees, and there are about 1560 men
who live on the best of rations at the
different cook-houses, beside those who
reside in the various camps. Hours
seem as but minutes in this busy world
in the heart of the woods, which by the
way are so dense that it Is estimated
that it will take at least thirty yeam to
convert it all Intolumber. Reluctantly
we retrace our steps and are soon speed-
ing over the three miles into Willits,
With regret I leave this restiul, quiet,
beautiful country spot, where one could
readily spend their entire summer vaca-
tion, and on the followiog morning re-
turn to busy, bustling Ban Francisco,
carrylug plessant memories of & most
enjoyuble and instructive tnp into this
beuntiful section. It is a trip you will
never regret taking, and once will not
salisly you, for you will never rest un-
til you go sgain and take your friends,

It Is & commeon sight in HSan Franciseo
to see men walking the streets and in-
quiring for work. They throng around
the intelligence offives, and yet, if the
truth were told balf of them would not
accept work If it was offered thein., It
is just & mild bluff, this hanging around
the ntelligence offices, that have bhe-
come almost like & home to the old vet-
erans of the no-work class. Their fuces
bave become familiar to everyone who
has had occasion to pass the vieinity.
There is plenty of work on the new ex-
tension of the California North western
Railway, free transportation and teams
awaiting their coming, but there are
few, when you take into consideration
the army of pon-working men in Ban
Francisco to-day, who will avail them-
selves of this opportunity to go into
this fine, wholesome mountain air,
where they can command good wages
and regain their spirit of independence
and feel the joy of living.
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BRIEF REVIEW.

Sentenced to Wheat Fields.

The Police Judges of the two Kansas
cities and of Argentine, a railroad town
just over the line in Kansas are doing
what they can to relieve the shortage
of harvest hands in Kaneas. Judge Ils-
enbee uof Argentine started it, and now
all the Judges are sentencing the va-
grauts who come betore them to the
harvest flelds instead of to the rock
pile. The sentences generally run $25
fine or six weeks in Kansas jalls. Aft-
er the men are sentenced they are
taken to the Union station and put on
west bound traine, with the warning
that if they ever show up in Kansas City
again without proof of having com-
pleted their sentences they wiil get the
limit—a year in the workhouse Near-
ly fifty vagrants have been sent out in
two days, and the police are planning a
big round-up as soon as work is offered.

Life After Death,

A German biologist has been investi-
gating the question of the activity of
animal bodies after death, and has pub-
lished some suggesiive conelusions, It
uppenrs that death Is not instautaneous
througout the physieal organism, for it
has been observed that many of the dif-
ferent tissues continue active for a con-
slderable period after the time when
the animal is nssumed to be dead, par-
ticularly in the ease of the lower ani-
mals. Cells from the brain of a frog,
for example, have been kept alive for
over & week when held in certaln solu-
tions, and the heart of a frog has been
known to beat for many hours after be-
ing removed from the dead body. The
hearts of turtles and snakes will beat
for days, or even a week, after death.

Meanest Traders in the World.

There is a colony of Syrian merchants
in Kingston, the capital of Jamaica,
who could give cards and spades even
to the bland Chinaman *for ways that
are dark and tricks that are wvain.”
They take one mateh out of every box
they sell until they have enough to fill
snother box, and so make an extra
cent. They shave tiny flakes oft cakes
of soap and boll them down to make
other cakes. They put a thin layer of
molasses on’ the bottom of the scoop
with which they serve rice, so that a
tew grains will stick to the bottom.
These are only a few of their thousand
tricksto turn a dishonest penny. With-
oul doubt they are the meanest {raders
i the world

The old locomotives oi the elevated

tnilronds i Now York <ty ate belog |

sold throughout the country as fast as
they are displaced by electric motor
cars. They are bought as a rule by
branch roads at prices ranging from
F1200 to $2000,

The white marked tussock moth is a
native of North Ameriea. It ranges
the territory east of the Rocky Mount-
ains and attacks most every variety of
shade, fruit and ornamental trees,
wilh the exception of the conifers

A soldier named Meyerhofer has
been sentenced at Zurich by the Swiss
military suthorities to three months at
hard labor for refusing to obey orders.
The soldier refused o serve on a Sat-
urday as it was the Jewish Sabbath.

The number of visitors to Niagara
Falls averages 750,000 a year. In the
year of the Buffalo Exposition there
were 1,000 000,

If you are enjoying life's sunshine
don’t spoil 1£ by erying for the moon.

PATHS OF THE OCEAN

ORIGIN OF THE LANES TRAVERSFD
BY ATLANTIC LINERS.

The Northers and Sowthera Homtes
to and Frem Kurope, As Indicated
by Licutenant Mauwry—Minimising
the Danger of Cellisions.

In reports of the arrival of an ocean
liner the statemeny sownetimes appoars
that she cawe “by the southern route”
to avold lce or that she made her first
trip of the season “by the northern
lane.” To the ordinary reader the idea
of lanes or patiways on what we bave
been taught to wink of as “the track-
less sea” seems somewhat paradoxical,
but if you consult the charts In the of-
fice of a steamship manager or in the
United States hydrographic office Instead
of the ordinary map you will find that
there are four well deflned highways
across the ovorth Atlantic as clearly

the eyes of the pedestrian.

It is over thete great ocean thorough-
fares that the Atlantic fllers, with thelr
tens of thousands of passengers and
their hundreds of thousands of tons of
freight, pass ou their voyages between
Amerlca and Europe. They are closely
adbered to by all fast steam veasels

a man driving a light ronabout slong a
railway track cleared for the fast lim-
ited, for these maln traveled lines have
been set aside by custom and agree-
ment for the Atlantic’s lightning ex-
presses. Nobody Is delayed at sidings
or confined to special tracks, however,
for the rest of the ocean s left to the
ordinary mariner.

It is only a few years since the tracks
upon which the great liners shall run
have been so clearly defined. Ever since
the commerce of the north Atlantic as-
sumed lmportant proportions sailing
masters have folbwed in a general
way the great circle that curves north-
ward from the west coast of England
and Ireland untll it reaches about 46
degrees north latitude in midocean,
then bears southwestward past the
coast of Newfogndland and Cape Race.
Early experience proved that this was
the shortest and so, of course, the
quickest route between Kurope and
such ports as Boston, New York and
Philadelphia.

While steam navigators kept fairly
near this course it was natural
epough that they should vary from it
somewhat according to the theories of
Individual captains. With the multipli-
cation of steamships and the rapid in-
crease in speed the very fact that all
the larger and swifter vesseis kept to
one particular part of the ocean greatly
Increased the daager of collision be-
tween them. When forty or Aifty swift
steamers were crossing the Atlantle at
the same time in one direction or the
other, all keeping to the same general
course Irrespective of the direction in
which they were traveling, it was ob-
vious that the possibility of two of
them coming together in thick weather
was too great to be contemplated pleas-
antly.

So Lieutenant Maury of the United
States navy made the suggestion that
all fast steamships should traverse cer-
taln fixed routes, which he Indicated—
paths following the great circle pretty
closely, for It was natural that the
steamship companies would not agree
to the adoption of any route that in-
volved a loss of time in making the
ocenn passage.

The most lmportant provision sug-
gested by Lieutenant Maury was that
vessels going In opposite directions
should observe the rules of the road by
passing one another on the port side.
To carry out this plan he propored that
west bound vessels should keep about
one degree to the northward of those
east bound. Thos the greatest danger
from the following of indiscrimipate
routes—that of collision between fast
ships—would be avoided. While It Is
desirable In point of time for ships to
steer their course far to the north, the
presence of Ice and fog In the high lat-
Itudes makes it Impracticable for them
to do so during fully half the year. Ac-
cordingly, Lieutenant Maury provided
for two great highways, one for sum-
mer, the other for winter, one about
three degrees to the northward of the
other and each with west bound #d
east bound tracks.

The rivalry between the different
lines was so great at that time that
each hesitated. to give unconditional
adberence to the plan, fearing that
some other would gain an advantage.
Two prominent steamship manag.rs,
however, quickly appreciated the ad-
vantages of Lieutenant Maury's plan
and independently of their competitors
gave instructions to their captains to
follow the lines lald down by him.
These two men were Clement A. Gris-
com, then the head of the American
line, and Thomas H, Ismay, director of
the White Star line, As these two lines
then owned the fastest and most per
fect ships on the Atlantie, the influence
of their example was very powerful.

There 1 no doubt that the adoption
of these lanes has been of the utmost
importance In Increasing the safety of
eocun-trev ' en. possoages dietinet ad-
vantages aside from eliminating the
possibility of head on collisions be-
tween the lners. Extra precautions
are taken to keep the great highway
clear of dereclicts and other foating
dangers or to give warning of their
presence.

Since the mnsters of salling vessels
know the steamer routes, they consult
their own safety by avoiding them and
by keeping a sharp lookout whenever
it is necessary to cross them In either
direction. — New York Mall and Ex
presa.

Delay Has Advastages.
First Farmer—You oughter took a
trip to New York years ago.
Second Farmer—Oh, I dunno.
longer you wait the more there
see.—Judge.

The Night Traveler’s Experience.

TWO STOCK EXCHANGES.

Diferences Heiween the New VYork
and Berlls lustitations.

If any member of the New York
Btock Exchange who is eatirely unae-
quainted with German speculation
should visit the Berlin bourse he
find at every point the most
divergencies from his home experience.
He would be surprised to see the
bourse attended by quite 2,000 persons,
including clerks of banks, newspaper
men and even visitors llke himself.
Also, he would be interested in the lm-
mepse size of the hall—300 feet long, di-
vided by colonnades into three sections,
one of which is pssigned to the Produce
Exchange. On one side of the ball sev-
eral doors open Into a grassy court,
sbaded by trees and surrounded by a
plllared lobby, where brokers sit in dull
summer days and float their latest
stock of anecdotes,

That shaded court is suggestive of
deeper differences between the New
York Stock Exchange and the Berlin
Institution. In New York the number
of members is fixed and is small in pro-
portion to the Immense volume of busi-
ness done. In Berlin there ls a great
horde of small dealers, and the amount
of trading Is much less than in New
York. Owing to the easy terms of ad-
mission, the bourse becomes a mere
place where traders meet to effect thelr
transactions. There Is no sale of seats.
In fact, no membership fee exists, but
only a small yearly tax Is collected,
which varies from time to time as the
expenses of the organization require.
Contrary to New York practice, mem-
bership Is largely held by companies
and firms, Nearly all the banks of the
clty, for example, are members, and
the more Important ones keep above a
score of thelr employees on the floor.
Thus the individual New York broker,
as a rule, counts for vastly more than
a member of the bourse. New York is
concentrated, Is Intense. Berlin dis-
perses Its energy, and Is comparatively
dull. It knows nothing of those great
days of triumph or disaster that render
the annals of Wall street picturesque,
And it lacks our large daring operators
who startle the country with their bold
schemes.—Willlam C, Dreher in Cen-

tury. el RiGacE .
FRUITS AND FLOWERS.

Rolling ground Is the best for an or-
chard.

Blighted leaves and branches on fruit
trees should be cut off and burned.

That a tree does not bear well every
year is not an indication of disease.

Most effective pruning is done In the
early stages of the orchard’'s growth.

Onpe advantage In pruning during the
summer Is that the wounds heal very
quickly.

Dead branches are often the means
of conveylng decay to an otherwise
healthy trunk.

In pruning roses cutting back closely
produces, as a rule, fewer blossoma, but
of a finer quality.

Never prune a tree unless there Is
good reason why a llmb or branch
should be taken off.

A moderately beavy soll that has been
underdrained and subsolled and then
carefully worked Is capable of produc-
ing the heaviest crops of frult.

Deceptions of Wild Birds.

Falcons, hawks—the largest species—
can compress their feathers and look
very sllm If they think It necessary to
do so. As to the owls, they can hump
up into any position they think most
suitable. It is useless to lpok for these
self preserving traits In any of the
family kep?® In soological collections,
for the birds are so accustomed to see
large numbers of people passing and
repassing or standing in front of them
that they treat the whole matter with
perfect indifference. They know that
at a certaln time their food will be
brought them and ‘that they are other-
wise perfectly safe. Then the raptores
in a wild state have a bloom on thelr
plumage like the bloom on a bunch of
grapes, which Is not often seen when In
ecaptivity.—Cornhill Magazine.

Disenchanted.

“Untll 1 met you, Matilda,"” he mur-
mured in a volce husky with emotion,
“l belleved that all women were de-
ceitful, but when I look Into your clear,
beautiful eyes I behold there the very
soul of candor and loyalty.”

“George,” she exclalmed with enthu-
slusm, “this Is the happlest moment |
have known since papa took me to the
London oculist!"

“London oculist!”

“Yes, dear; you never would have
known that my left eye Is a glass one.”

Then the moon went under a cloud,
and George sat down and bumied his
face In the sofa cushion.—London Ab:
swers,

A E——
A Camny Scot,

A canny Scot lived In a small settle-
ment some miles from the neighboring
town. The distance, however, could
be considerably lessened by cutting
through a large estate, This practice
was accordingly so much resorted to
that the nwner gave peremptory orders
for all trespassers to be turned around
and sent back the way they came.

One thme, however, the Scot In ques
tion, having occasion to take some artl
cles to town in a wheelbarrow, decided
to run the risk and was about half
way thrigh when he sew the awner
in the distance, Not relishing the idea
of retracing his steps, he bethought
himself of a scheme, and, prompily
turning the wheelbarrow to faece t
direction from which he came, he sat
down upon it as If resting.

Boon the owner came up ahd, seeing
him there, roughly ordered him to turn
around and go back.

As “back™ was in this case his ob-
jective point, the Beot obeyed and went
on his way rejoicing.

The Home Preduct. -
“1 shonld think you would be am-
bitious for political distinction.”
“No,” answered Mr. Cumrox, 1 don't
ecare for it. My daughter has etudled

THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI.

Trip That Compares Faverably With
the Big Rivers of Earth.

He who has made a voyage from St
I'sul to Bt. Louls by boat in the
springtime or the autumn has seen the
finest river scenery that may be ob-
served from the deck of a steamer ex.
cepting that of the Hudson and the
Rhine, Yet few people are aware of the
pleasure and beauty of such a trip. I
have floated down nearly all of the
great rivers. The Amazon from Ma-
naos, the great rubber market, about
1,500 miles from the sea, is a vast, ugly
volume of water without any beauty
whatever. The Orinoco from Cludad
Bolivar Is a small edition of the Am-
ason, although the tropleal jungles
which line its banks are mysterious In
their denseness and are supposed to
conceal all sorts of wild beasts and
creeping things. The Parana, which
flows from Parnguay down past Bue-
nosa Ayres and Montevideo, Is more like
the Mississippl than any of the others
except that it lacks the bold cliffs and
charming towns and villages that over-
look the Father of Waters. The Mag-
dalena of Colombla, the fourth largest
river In Bouth America, Is a turbld
stream that 18 either very low or very
high, according as_you travel in the
ralny or dry season of the year. Its
banks are lined with tropical forests,
often impenetrable, and it changes [ts
course as often as the Missourl. It has
a wild sort of splendor, but it does not
compare with the Mississippl In any re-
spect.

In Europe the Dunube is more like
the Mississippl than any other river
and drains a similar country. The pas-
senger boats are much superior be-
cause the proprietors cater to the tour-
Ist patronage., For several centuries
the governments of the provinces
through which the Danube runs have
been Improving its channel and walling
up its banks so (hat along at least balf
Its course It Is now more of an artificlial
than a natural stream. At one point
where It flows through a mountain
gorge In the Balkans the scenery Is
more striking than any along the Mis-
sissippl, but for the rest of the way the
Iatter Is much superior. The Volga in
Nussia is a good deal ke the Missouri,
a tiny. muddy stream, with clay banks
that are not at all attractive. The
Rhine, of course, everybody knows
about, and for romance, ruins and other
artificial attractions and traditions It is
{ncomparable.

The Nlle has been utilized by tourist
agencies greatly to their profit and
equally to the pleasure of their pa-
trons, although there Is very little nat-
ural scenery, and the greatest attrac-
tions are the venerable rulns, the mys-
terles of the desert through which it
flows and the plcturesque Arab settle-
ments that line its banks. If slmilar
accommodations for travelers that are
now found on the Nile could be placed
upon the Mississippl and the boats
managed with equal skill and liberality
the enjoyment of the voyage would be
much greater, but 1 suppose people will
continue to visit and admire the attrac-
tions of Europe no matter what may
be sald of those that He nearer home.—
Chicago Record-Herald.

It Was a Sucecess.

A young ludy who engages largely in
¢hurch and mission work was recently
the moving spirit In some amateur the-
atricals which were got up In the inter-
est of a deserving local charity. The
entertalnment was billed, and the per
formance was duly given. But sowme-
how or other no notice was taken of It
in the local newspapers. A few days
later a friend met the young lady In
question, when the conversation turned
to the theatricals.

“Was the entertalnment a succesa ¥’

“l should think It was,~ replled the
lady, with a smlle. “Why, we got over
$100.”

“Is that so?" sald the friend. “Then
you must have had a large audience.”

“Well, no,” she replied. “We ouly
took $1.50 at the door. but father gave
us a check for $100 If we would prom-
ise pever to do It again.”"—8St Joseph
Press.

Did Not Look Right.

The Intelligent compositor, one of the
kind that figures in many an anecdote,
worked on an Arkansas paper at a
period when a well known novellst was
editor, One day the printer undertook
to set up the word “doughnut” He
spelled it “donuat.”

“See here,” sald the novellst, “don’t
you know how to spell ‘doughnut?
You've misspelled It here.”

The Intelligent compositor came over
and gazéd at the proof and scratched
his head in perplexity.

“Well,” he admitted, “that drean't
ook right, but it had a ‘W' in it once,
and somehow that didn't look right
elther.”

Set His Own Navel.

B. L. Farjeon was one of the very
few writers who set up work In type
without the medium of manuoseript,
When the novellst first turned to fie-
tlon he was editor and pablisher of the
Otago Times, which was printed ot his
own offices at Dunedin, and many of
the chapters of his novel “Grif" were
liausforved direct $2 type by the Inte
Mr. Farjeon, who was one of the most
rapld compositors of his time. e was
a firm believer in charms and attrib-
oted much of his good fortune to n New
Yealand greensone wikch be sute R
many years on bis watch chain.—Lon-
don Tit-Bits.

Te Fiand Out Your Fotare Husband.
At bedtime, having fasted since noon,
two girls who wish to ebtuin a sight of
their future husbands boil an egg.
which must be the first egg ever Iald
by the hen, In a pan ln which no egg
has ever been bolled before. Having
bolled it antil it is hard, they cut it in
two with something that bas never
been used as a knifo before. Each girl
eats her half and the shell to the last
fragment, speaking no word the while.
Then, still in silence, they walk back-
ward to bed “to sleep, perchance to
dream.”—~"“English Folk Rhymes.”

CHOICE MISCELLANY

A New Building Material

A pew Dbullding material which
promises much for the future is called
uralite. It is the Invention of a Rus-
slan artillery officer and chemist
numed Imschentezky. Uralite is com-
posed of asbestus fber, with a proper
proportion of silicate, bicarbonate of
soda and chalk, and Is absclutely fre-
proof. In a soft form a sheet of uralite
is llke an asbestus board; when hard it
resemibles fnely sawed stone and has a
wmetallie ring. Besides being a noncon
ductor of bheat and electricity, It 1s
practically waterproof and may be
made entirely so by paint, and it ie not
affected elther by atmospheric influ-
enees or by the aclds contalned In
swoke, which rapidly destroy galvan-
Ized Iron. It ean be cut by the usual
carpenter’'s or woodworker's tools; It
cun be veneered to form paneling for
walls or partitions; it can be palnted,
griained, polished and glued together
like wood; It I8 not affected when ex-
posed to molsture, and It can be given
any desired color elther during the
process of manufacture or afterward.

Post Ofice Humeors.

A member of the London post office
department tells of an undelivered let-
ter which when opened was found to
contain a long list of sad troubles.
But the writer struck one note of glad-
ness at the end of the epistle In the
sentence, “Thank God, the pig bhad sen
FYoung ones.'

The officials once had a letter ad-
dressed to “Uncle John, Hopposite the
Church, London, Hingland.” This was
not delivered, but another one was. It
was addressed thus: “To My Bister
Jean, Up the Canongate, Down a
Close, Edinburgh. She Has a Wooden
Leg.” This last part of the address
was doubtless the clew.

In the telegraph department ef the
British post office they get curious
messages also. One young married
man bhurried to wire Interesting news
to his wife's relatives. In his haste he
announced, “Twins today: more tomor-
row."

Stateaman and Palater,

A distinguished statesman from a
Nouth African colony was once asked
by a friend to give sittings to a London
painter. Hpg said he would give only
three sittings. He was late at the first,
Inter at the second and latest at the
third,. When he ecame In the artist
remonstrated with him. The statesman
had taken his place in a chalr, and the
artist asked him to go and take the
seat he had occupled before. *“No,”
said the statesman, “l am quite com-
fortable bhere.” “But,” sald the artist
angrily, “you sat there on the previous
oceaslons. 1 cannot palot you unless
you sit there again.” *“It doesn’t mat-
ter,” said the statesman. “Besldes, you
have made a beast of me.” “That Is
what you are,” sald the artist, and he
opened the door and showed the visitor
out. He afterward destroyed the
painting.

Stuffed a Monkey With Money.

What probably Is the queerest of
places for hiding money has just been
revealed by the death ln Paris of Louls
Kerkl, a supposed pauper, who for
yoars had recelved relief from the au-
thoritien. The other evenlug he was
found dead In his room, with a stuffed
monkey clasped fondly in his arms,

The gendarme who was summoned
noticed that there was a slit In the

thrust a pencil into the aperture, This
led to the discovery tha. the monkey
was filled with papers. The gendarwme
drew out a letter which stated that the
writer, in fear of burglars, had placed
his savings In the monkey, and he then
tore open the aplwal’'s body, It was
foud 1o contain $1,000 in bank notes
nnd securities to the value of $5,000,

An Expensive Canlr.

Fourteen years ago Johin Messengale
of Macon county, Mo, and Ellijah E.
Reese of Charlton county went to law
over a thirty dollar calf, and they arve
still at law and fighting wore fercely
than ever, although the calf must have
grown into a pretty fair sized steer by
this time. He ls golog finally to prove
an expensive oue for somebody. The
case has been tried four times In jus-
tice and cirenit courts, has been heard
once In the Kansas City court of ap-
penls and is pow pending In the Charl-
ton county cirenit court again, baving
been remanded by the court of appeals,
The costs now amount to more than a
hundred times the amount the steer
wus worth at the time the litigation

began.

A Hem Guillotine,

Gothenburg, In Germany, has a socl-
ety for the prevention of cruelty to an-
Imals which has of late extended Its
protection over domestic fowls fermer-
Iy beheaded In a rude manner with a
cleaver in the market place. Now they
are decapitated with a new bright red
gulllotine, working so smoothly and
swiftly that its operation may be re-
garded by the fowls as a pastime, 1If
there were wuy way of finding out. The
hints which Gothenburg glves ought
not to be thrown away on our own
8 . C. A. snd hen guillotines In the
mnrkets, hitherto scarcer than hens’
teeth, should become as plentiful as the
business cut out for them requires.

A Free irip 10 Washingion,
The dream of Marcus A, Simmons, a
wealthy man living pear Tecumseh,
Okla, Is a free trip for every man, wo-
man and child In the United States to
the natfonal capital and home agnin.
Mr. 8lmmons is trying to Interest his
politieal friends In the scheme, apd
| congress may be asked to treat every-
 body to a junket at the natlon's ex-
| pense. He has extracted promises of
help from two congressmen and be-
,lleves that the next congress will pass
the bill which is being prepared.
-

Useless Telling,
“You can always tell an English-
nan,” said the Briton proudly.
“Of course you can,” replied the Yan-
kee, “but it doesn’t do any good. be-
eause be thinks be knows it all.”—FPhil-

. poor papa has given up the
qu RN i

monkey’s skin, and out of curiosity he




