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HE traln was reported half an

hour late. We closed the cub
windows and dropped the cur-
tuin, Harry got the blower

o a quarter of a tuwrn to carry off the

gas, We lighted our pipes, cocked our
beels on the boiler butt and lstened in
cowfort to the howling blast without,

As | sat and puffed on wy fragrant old|

brlerwomd my gaze became riveted oun
the only thing visible, the steam gnuge,
like a spectral face suspended In the
center of the uniform blackness, The
soothing bum of the blower, the
warmth and sense of coziness, combin-
ed with the hypnotic effect of my fxed
gaze, sel we to dreaming.

Aumorrow would be Christmas,
‘mother was with us. .!% wias her ﬂ.xn:
visit since my marriage. Katle, her
poor little heart a-flutter at the pros
pect of a visit from that dreaded jo-
spector general, ber mother-in-law, had
slaved hersell nearly to death, Three
year-old Bob had nearly wrecked his
mother's wonderful patience by lis
persistent efforts to render ber labor
futile, and [ had “figgered” on the runs
for a wouth to make sure of being
bome on this the greatest Christnas
that ever was. For a wonder, 1 had
not figured In valn. Everything had
come out exactly as 1 had hoped It
would. FFwould get home early enough
for Christmns dinner and late enough
to preclude the possibility of being sent
out again before the next day,

A curling wreath of blue smoke float-
lng across the face of the gnuge arrest
ed the selfish course of my thoughts
and directed themn to the boy on the
other side of the eal. Harry Mervin
had been on the road only a couple of
Montles; mewt af which time he bad
been firlng for me. e was bright,
pleasant and willing. It now occurred
to we that | rather liked him, but that
I knew absolutely nothing about bim.
It wasn't so very many years ungo that
I was u strange boy on this same road
myself, and this was Christinas eve, 1
wade n pretense of getting o light for
my pipe at the gauge lamp and leaned
across the boller,

“Where are you golug to spend
Christrans, Harry? 1 shouted above
the woise of the gale and the slatting
of the curtain.

The fire glowed brightly n the bowl
of his pipe once, twiee, before he an-
swered. He leaned agninst the boller
on his side so that 1 could barely dis-
cern his features In the dim light and
replled cheerlessly

“Oh, in the board'n’ house, | guess.
Where else? They're agoin’ to have
roast turkey an’ cranberry sauce an'
plum pudd'n', I hear.”

1 soon knew his story—a stepipother
three months after his own mother's
death and, I mentally added, a red-
bheaded stepson. He had picked ap a
general idea of firing while beating bis
way on here from Wisconsin, and, hap
pening to arrive at our roundhouse
Just as a4 man was urgently needed,
he caught ou. 1

“They're callin’ us,” he concluded.
and, giving the bellrope n jerk. he
stepped down to hook up his fire.

When 1 got ecoupled up and be
stepped up In the cab agaln, 1 sald:

“We expect to have a little time at
our house towmorrow, Harry, and 1
should like to have you come up and
take dinner with us."

“Thank you, Alec,”
will."

There was an loch of snow on the
rafls when | got my orders to “run as
an extra, keeping out of the way of all
regular trains.” But Davis, the con
duetor, sald he had a nice, Hght run
nlog train, the ears all loaded with
whiskbrooms and straw hats. | was
glad enough to hear It, for there were
175 miles of lron, shippery  with the
beavy falling snow, between old 18
pllot and home. If 1 averaged the
maximum of freight train speed. twen
ty wmiles per hour, 1 would arrive home
by § o'clock In the morning, but it was
a bud night, and 1 should wvever be
able to keep them golng at that gait,
s0o | promised myself not to Liek If 1
got home by noon, s very lberal nl
lowance,

It was a hard pull eut of Tabor's
Juncetion. When the yardmaster hinp
pened to be feeling just right, e would
let one of the switeh eagines get In be
hind a train and give her a shove for
balf or three-quarters of a mile, but
Davis was no crony of his, so wyp

he replied. *I

Cdldn’t get it

It was a fearful night. The gal
bowled and the snow drove horizontal
Iy, like a sand blast, The wind waus on
the fireman’s side, whieh raade it pos
glble for me to dook oot, Lal ol @ could
see was nn impenetrable whiie sereen
Wiade visible n one small spot by the
headlight. 1 had been easing the throt
tle when she slipped—rfor | should nesd
e the saaad & b B@Tore 1| ot home
Gutil she pearly stalled, That wouldn’t
do, so 1 gave her a bare tuste snd
leaned out to hear the grutifying
erunch of it under the wheels

Harry gripped my  shoulder and
shouted:

“Merry Christumns!™

1 wished bhim the same and many of
them and noticed that It was just 12
by the engine clock. She hadn't slipped
since I gave ber the sand, but was puff
Ing nlong with suspicicus freedom, for
we were not up the grade” yet. 1 told
the brakeman to go back on top of the
raln and see If the caboose were eoin-
Ing. Me went off growling, but he
went, which was the main thing. 1'rom
the hack of the tender he gave me
what | expected and deeaded, a signal
that the train had broken in two. 1
whistled the flag back to protect the
rear and kept on. I took the ears § had
to the next siding, four miles away. 1
had two more cars than the siding
wonld hold. I backed them all in hard
aguinst the stop block. Then I cut the
two head ears off, pulled them out of
the switch and backed down the main
track with them until the engine was
!
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behind the two bead cars In the siding.
I bad the brakeman cut these two off,
and [ “stoked” them out on the main
[ track ahead of the engine. I ran abead
untll the two cars behind the engine
were over the switch, 1 backed them
in on the siding, leaving the other two
out on the main track. Then [ came
out with the engine and went back
after the rest of the traln,

I had a four mile back up in the
teeth of the bllzzard. 1 coulin't see a
thing and pever knew where 1 was. 1
didn't dare go fast, for 1 expected ev-
ery minute to hit the traln, and [ could
not force myself to go slow enough to
stop without punching a hole in a news-
paper. Snow conl dust swirled up
‘under the foot of the curtain, blinding
us, and the boller might have been an
lee eream freezer for all of its effect on
the temperature. I tried to Invent a
sultable veward for the yardmaster at
Tabor's for not giving me a shove, only
to remember that engineers seldom
have a chance to get square. .

The erew had tled a red lamp to the
brake rod of the head car and gone
back to the caboose. Long before [ got
back the lamp was transformed into a
miniature leeberg, but 1 didn’t happen
to hit hard enough to smash anything.
We found the drawhead of the other
car hanging to this one by the link and
pin. We got it up in the tender after
awhile and coupled it. [ called the
flag, and Davis, nearly frogen, climbed
aboard. He sald there was no flag out,
the tail lights being in plain sight from
the yard, and he commenced to eriticise
iy solution of the recent difficulty, say-
ing I should have backed the whole
train down into the yard and demand-
ed the services of a pusher. There
may be a time for all things, but that
didn’t secm to me to be the time to lis-
ten to switchh shanty railroading, so 1
shut him and drove him back to his
doghouse. By the time they got the
drawhead back into its place In the
car and we got away from the siding
we had been four hours coming n little
over four miles—a magnificent begin-
ning truly.

“Our turkey 'll be cold, Alee,” Harry
remarked Jokingly after we had start-
ed again,

“Frogen,” I replied slowly.

I couldn’t get them going over twelve
miles an bhour, and from that we ran
down to about the speed of a slow
wilk., She dido't steam very freely,
which was to be expected. The weath-
er would have chilled a boller Jacketed
with a foot of asbestus, She kept eall-
Ing for more water, so I was not sur-
prised when while oiling 1 discovered
bor flues to be leaking badly. After
that I never passed a water plug, and
the plump vision of my Christmas tur-
key faded in Inverse geometrieal ratio
to my progress.

Daylight showed us a white Christ-
mas with a vengeance. The storm was
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I gove him a bucket of fre.

st/ll raging with undiminished rury,
the sandlike snow continning its end-
I*48 horizontal drive.

Seventeen would be due In half an

hour. There wasn't time to get to the
next slding abead of her, but there
was a cross over switch a mile ahead
where 1 decided to back over and let
her pass. My flag. the head brakeman,
had gove back to the caboose, a trip
over the top of that teain that 1 would
uot have taken for a controlling in-

terest o the road. 1 commenced
whistling for the switch as soon as
I got to it. Ten minutes after 17
was due Davis emnerge? froam the

whirling snow, secking Information.
His facultivs seemed to have become
benumbed. | had to go into all the
detalls before he could understand
that I wanted o cany e viikeman
out abead to proteet us when crossed
over.

I carried the man out Lalf a mile,
gnve bl a bucket of fire and told him
to burn fence ralls or anything he
could get hold of to keep himself
warni, bul under no clreumstances to
desert his post until ealled In,

After a lot more whistling, fuming
and fussing 1 got the traln backed
over, and we closed the eab tight and
fte our lunches. While gnawing at
the kiln dr'ed boarding house sand-
wiches and laughing at Harry's non-
sense about white or dark meat 17
came puffing along, almost nolselessly,
ke a polar bear towing a string of
leehergs.

I had lost nearly a gauge of water
through the leaky flues while lying
there. A broomstick Inspection showed
less than =ix inches in the tank, and
the nearest water plug was five miles
away. Again | worked the whistle
cord.  After awhile Davis came ahead
He was mutfled up in all the old rags
the caboose lockers could furnish and
wis a perambulating mountain of
snow aud lee. He was mad at last, as
wad as I had been all night.

“Gosh almighty!" bhe roared, so loud
that | beard him above the nolse of
the gale. “Couldn’'t the Areman get
down an’ open the switeh "thout callin’
a man all the way up from the hind
end? Mebbe you think iU's fun te
waller round In this snow.”

I told him to cut the wgine off and
hold everything on the eastbound track
till 1 got back from the Belden waler
plug. As we pulled over the switeh
Harry shouted:

“Hey, Davis!™

Davis looked up, squinting comically
inte the teeth of the storm. Harry
threw him a kiss and yelled, “Turkey!”
The conductor's reply was inaudible,
but we knew what It was, the most
common expression in rallroad use.

When we got back from the water
plug, 21, the mall, was walting: We
followed her, getting good wheeling
until she got so far abend that the
snow drifted 'n behiod ber ngain. We
loaded the tender at the Bolton coal
platform, piling on top big lumps that
couldn’'t blow away. My watch drop-
ped out of my pocket on the shovel 1
threw It into the tender, and Harry
tossed g heavy lump on top of it. After
we had found it and stepped back on
the engine he asked, looking at the
clock:

“Is that all 'tis—10:15%"

I looked at my watch—11:37. We
had left the curtain up while coaling,
and the engine clock, less than two feet
above the boller, had frozen up and
stopped.

During the next hour we nearly
stalled In big drifts twice, This set me
to thinking sbout train 19. She wmust
be nearly duve. [ looked at my watch—
11:87. It hadno’t turned a wheel sinee
that lnmp of coal hit it, and now I had
no time on the englne.

Beelng me looking at my watch, Har-
ry asked me if it was broken. [ told
him it was. ““I'bat's nothing,"” sald he.
“So's the record.” 1 tried to grin, but
Just then sbe plumped into a cut at the
foot of a sligut grade that was filled
twenty feet deep with “the beautiful.”
I bhad no longer any need to worry
about following trains. [ was anchored
good and solid, I bad a full tank of
coal. We wouldn®t freeze, and there
was water enough for a long siege ex-
cept for those leaky flues,

(TO BE CONTINUED, )
ASKING QUESTIONS.
The Art of Interrogation Should He
Devold of lmpertinence.

“I}o not ask questions” 1s the worst
Mece of soclal adviee which age can
give to youth. A man who never asks
questions s the duollest fellow in the
world. He had better ask too many
than too few. We can defend ourselves
against curiosity, but no armor avalls
agalnst ludiference. We must resign
ourselves to be bored to death.

What is the secret of the art of in-
terrogation? Putting aside guick sym-
pathies, which lle at the root of every
soclal art, we believe the most essen-
tial quality for those who would cxcel
in it is directness. The art of asking
questions so as to learn, instruct, please
and Influence Is not the art of Deating
about the bush. The questions which
offend and silence are the questions
which suggest some ulterior motive. It
s & found out scheme which makes
men angry. Anything of the nature
of a trap keeps us on our guard. If
we once fall Into one we resolve it
shall be the last time, Suspiclon kills
confldence. Interrogative hints are ut-
terly useless. The average man does
not dislike to be questioned. He hates
to be startied, crossed, interfered with,
reproached, wearled or betrayed. e
hates the questions which are not ask-
ed with a simple intention.

There are questions which are asked
not because the asker wants to know,
but because he intends to tell. Others,
while ostensibly directed to find out a
man's opinlon, are really Intended to
reflect upon his character. Some men
inquire as to thelr neighbors’ projects
in order to put difficulties In thelr way.
Strings of meaningless questions are
poured out by those who desire to pre-
tend an interest in some subject which
they nelther know nor care anything
about.

We believe the conclusion of the mat-
ter to be this: The art of Interrogation
is a serlous branch of the soclal art.
Well asked questions are of the essence
of agrecable Intercourse, but the In
terrogative mood will not justify an
impertinence, an interference, a verbal
assault—nor, for the matter of that, a
bore.—London Spectator.

ODD NOTIONS OF WOMEN.

Rosa Bonheur treasured a small lead
image of 8t. Anthony of Padua as a
lucky charm.

Caroline Herschel irmly belleved that
If she met a cross eyed beggar in the
morning it presaged the discovery of a
new star that night.

George Ellot was a slave to the In-
fluence of the hunchback and club-
footed man and did no literary work
upon the day when she saw one,

Lady Millais, the wife of the great
painter, was convinced that the crack
of doom would sound for any one who
stenped ap & crack in the silawalk

Harrlet Beecher Stowe belived that it
was bad luck to throw away a tooth-
brush which had outlived its useful-
ness and, to the angulsh of her house-
Lokd, preserved every ope that she had

| ever used.

Queen Vietorla cherished a number
of superstitions, and, among them, she
believed that the removal of her wed-
ding ring would surely bring calamity
and that a pet Manx cat would bring
good luck to the royal household.—Ev-
erywhere,

She Got the Wool,

“A young American girl, on her first
trip to Italy, entered a shop In search
of black darning wool,” says a writer
in Harper's Bazar. “She spoke no Ital-
fan, the clerk spoke no English. She
pantomimed darning a hole and point-
ed to her stocking. The clerk brought
white darning cotton. She showed
that her stocking was black, and black
darning cotton was produced. But she
wanted wool. A long pause, then
‘Ba-al’ bleated the American girl. She
got the wool.”

“Joln Henry, I'll thrash you soundly
U I ever catch you telling another
sfory that lan't true.”

“And yet, ma, I heard you say to the
minister that I had great imagmetion.”

=Cleveland Plain Dealer,

NATIVE PLATINUM

The “Noble” Melsls Kitra. tod boooa
This Pecullpr Subsiauce.

Oun the slopes of the Upal wountin-
and in Brezil, Californla, Austroo.
Canada and many otbher countries o pe
culiar substapce KBOWD as native pisti-
pum s found. This is an alloy of the
metals platinum, palladinm, iridiam
osmium, rhodium and ruthenlom, to
getber with a little gold and fron. Al
of these except the last mentioned are
the “noble” metals. They do not tar
pish in the air and sre pot soluble In
any single acid. The most plentiful
metal occurring In native platinum s
that from which It takes Its name.
This metal I8 of a grayish color and
with one exception is the heaviest sub-
stance known, Its fusing point Is ex-
tremely high, and this property, to-
gether with its freedom from tarnish-
ing, causes it to be largely used for the
manufacture of crucibles and other
vessels required by sclentists to staml
a very high temperature. It is also
sometimes used as & substitute for gold
in photography, and when deposited in
a thin flm on the lnterior of the tubes
of telescopes it forms a dead bluck
surface, which prevents the light from
being reflected by the polished sides.

Palladium 1s of a lustrous white
‘color. It is the most easlly fused of
the metals found In platinum ore, and
can even be volatilized. A curious
quality which this mefal possesses Is
that when beated to redness It Is
porous to hydrogen gas, allowing it to
pass through somewhat in the same
manner that blotting paper permits the
passage of water. The sllvery white
color of palladlum and its freedom
from tarnishing render it useful for
making scales and division marks on
scientific instruments. A mixture of
this metal with mercury Is sometimes
used for filling teeth. Osmium s a
metal which possesses two remarkable
properties—it is the most refractory
of the metals, resisting fuslon at the
most Intense heat, and It Is also the
heaviest substance known, being twen-
ty-two and a balf times heavier than
water, * Together with Iridium, It oc-
curs principally in a pecullar variety of
pative platinum called osmiridium.
This mineral differs from ordinary
platinum ore In that It contains a
larger proportion of osmlum and Irid-
fums than platinum. Osmiridium s
found in small particles, varylng in
weight from onesixth to one-third of
a graln. These particles are extremely
hard and are used for pointing non-
wearing pens.

Metallle irldium possesses a white
steel-like appearance. The knife edges
of deligate balamees and other bearings
which require exireme hardness are
often made of it. An alloy of 10 per
cent iridium and 90 per cent platinum
has been found to be very little affected
in volume by changes of temperature
and is the substance of which the
standard meter kept in the internation-
al metric burean at Parls is made
Rhodimm and ruthenium are metals of
little practical use. The former occurs
in platinum ore to the extent of & to €
per cent. The latter Is found only In
osmiridium and averages about 0 per
cent of that mineral. The metal which
ranks next to platinum in price is zir-
conlum, which occurs in hyacinth and
some other rare minerals. Uranium is
remarkable for its high atomle welght,
the heaviest known.—Chambers' Jour-
nal.

SIR JOHN SOANE'S WHIM.

The Practical Joke n Celebrated Man
Played on PFosterity.

One of the most famous of postmor-
tem jokes was that perpetrated by the
donor of the celebrated Soane museum
of plctures and other valuable objets
d'art to England, the late Sir John
Soane, who dled in 1837. In his will
Sir John made provision for the open-
Ling of three sealed cupboards on cer-
tain specified dates in the presence of
the trustees. In 1806, that Is to say
almost thirty years after the death of
the testator, the first of the sterious
receptacles was with much ceremcuy
and breaking of seals ned in the
presence of a committesf men, with
the then president of the Royal acad-
emy, Sir F. Grant, at thelr bead. In.
stead of a priceless treasure or some
evidence that would throw an entirely
new light upon some doubtful Incident
in political history the contents of the
cupboard proved to be worthless ac-
counts, letters and stationery.

Twenty years pased by, and the lo-
erest that had smoldered after the
disappointment of 1866 was agaln
fanned inlo flame at the prospect of
breaking the seals of the second cup-
board, at which rite there were pres-
ent among others Dr. Alfred Water-
house, R. A., and Sir (then Dr) B. W.
Richardson. Like the cupboard mention-
ed In the well known nursery rhyme, Sir
John's second cablpet proved “bare”
of any sensation, the contents belng
chiefly oomposed of letters relating to
certain long forgotten family quarrels
that had not even the merit of belng
Interesting. 1f some of those author-
ized to be present at the opening of
the third and last receptacle of mys-
tery were dubious about the profit that
would acerue by létting the light of day
fall upon the contents therecof after
sixty years' darkness one at least, Sir
B W Richardson, lonked e
with unabated Interest to that day In
1806 when the last seal would be
broken and the mystery solved, but he,
nlas, died just two days before the
ceremony was performed, and the fact
that 8ir John had played a practieal

Joke upon posterity was duly confirm-
ed by the presence of a collection of |
perfectly worthless letters and papers. |

So Nice and Sympathetie. |

A gentleman whose one glass eye |
has served bim for years had the mis |
fortune to drop It It smashed to !
atoms., This happened when he was '
far away In the country. He Inquired
of a friend where was the nearest
place for him to go and get refitted. !
“Why don't you eall upon the girl |
you were flirting with all last night "
his friend lnquired. “She has a first
class reputation for making eyes™—
Punch.
The

After & Bargaia.
new woman had applied for a
marriage license,
“How much?" she asked In a busl
neaslike way.
“Two dollars,” replied the clerk.
“Make it $1.08" she said, “and I'll

lake two of them.”"—Chicago Fost. .

FOR THE HOUSEWIFE

intelligent Mahwashing.

Housebold work, especlally kitchen
work, way be so much simplified by a
lUttle method amd beginnlug at the
right end! The weman who starts to
wash dishes whben they are spread all
over the kitchen table makes herself
unnecessary work. How wmany false
wotions « 4 she make and what an
annecess.  number of steps she takes!
de will reach for a plate, scrape it,
frop the kulfe, wash the plate, then re-
Jeat the process, perhaps picking up
Kishes indiscriminately as to kind or
tize, and, vo matter heer Tuch she may
hurry, she s working at such a disad-
vantuge that it is no wonder dish-
washing has a terror for her.

Contrast this way of stepplug around
—amd It Is no exaggeration—with the
way ancther woman will prepare for
her work. She elears the sink, scrapes
and plles each kind of dishes by them-
selves; her towels, plenty of them, are
clean and at hand; plenty of hot, soapy
water in the dishpen and the dralner
clear to recelve the clean hot dishes,
which require very lHttle drylug after
thelr two successive hot baths.  First
the glasses are washed, rinsed and
wiped while the silver soaks In the
suds, then the silver, each relay being
wiped as soon as rinsed and drained,
while the next is in the dishpan., The
‘waters are changed frequently, as are
the towels, aml In this way dishwash-
Ing becomes plensanter work, and the
array of shining glass, silver and china
is a delight to the eye, proving that
there can be a satisfaction even In Aigh-
wushing, and it is done in much less
thme and with far less effort than in a
haphazard way.—Cooking Club.

An Effective Dining Room.

A white and yellow dining room is
decidedly something of a novelty, It
is difficult for decorators and home
makers to get away from the idea that
a dining room should be treated In a
markedly dignified If not a somewhat
subdued and heavy style. Yelldw and
white Is not necessarily flippant, and
when the roomn to be treated Is In the
conntry aml has a green and shaded
outlook the effect is really charming.
An apartment of this sort in a cottage
that is perfect in harmonious effect
throughout has the wall paneled
within seven Inches of the tops of the
doors, and all the woodwork s painted
Ivory white. Above the paneling is n
stenciled frieze in shades of daffodil,
orange and chestnut. The rog Is In
tones of brown and dull soft blues.
The tiled flreplace §s in  yellowish
brown and the chair seats of chestnut
brown leather. Filmy fabrics in daffo-
dil apd white form the window hang-
Ings. A fine old silver lamp adapted
for clectrielty Is suspended by long sil-
ver chains above the hospitable roupd
table, and a more charming and invit-
Ing dining room, especially for warm
weather, ean hardly be lmagined.

to

A Urndle Rocker.

For any mamma who is given to such
unhygienic actions as rocking herself
or her child there could be no more
quaint piece of furniture than the mis-
glon eradle rocker. It's old timey

A MISSION IDEA,

enough to appeal to the lover of old
furniture and guaiot enough to ionter-
est anybody. Until baby grows into a
famous pedestrian it is blg enough for
two. The little one way kick Its pink
toes In the shut In end of the rocker
while mamma sits at ber ease in the
chair end. It is rush bottomed. The
ensemble is very complete, but just
whether mamma will take to knitting
Just to be in the picture is not easily
determined. The old homemade rug is
right in line, and so is the austere china
cat on the mantel. Misslon furniture
is delightfully simple for the sitting
room or for the nursery.

Concerning Flies.

The common house fly is above all
things else a scavenger. No doubt the
flles were Intended to serve a good pur-
pose by destroying filth and waste, but
in thelr work they are liable to do serl-
ous harm, to say nothing of the con-
stant annoyance which they cause. It
{s belleved that flies are effective dis-
seminators of disease germs. Coming,
we wlill suppose, from a heap of offal
which contains the germs of typhold
fever, they enter the dwelling house
and light upon some article of food. Is
It not reasonable to suppose that they
may bringswith them some of the mi-
nute organisms which develop this de-
elructive disense ¥

If the fiy could be confined to his
propor plave, wihdeh, s [ said o the be-
glunlng., I8 that of a seavenger, he
would serve a valuable purpose; but,
like some human belngs, he may cavsc
trouble when he goes ontside his ay-
pointed sphere.—New York Tribmne

Saccotash.

Toe make an excellent succotash take
one pint of young lima beans, one pint
of corn, half pint of cream, a level ta-
blespoonful of butter, salt and pepper
to taste. Boak the beans and cover
them with boiling water, add one tea.
spoonful of salt and boll thirty min-
utes. Add one small nlp of baking
soda and drain. Seald the corn and
press it from the cob, measure one pint
and add it to the beans, add cream,
butter, salt and pepper. Btie continual-
ly over the fire for filve minutes and
perve.

An Equine Pussle Solved.

“Papa,” sald small Elmer, “I know
why some pistols are called horse pls
tols."”

“Well, my boy, why are they so eall-
ed ¥ asked his father.

“Because they kick.” replied the little
philosopher.—8t. Louls Post-Dispatch.

Less Expensive,
“He sald be'd rather face father
than elope.”
“And what did you say 7"
“1 sald that father would rather have
® elope.”- Clevelund Plain Dealer,

MODESTY OF THE GREAT,

Gladstone aud Darwian Felt Them-
selves i » o

vy ¥

In “Studles In Contemporary Blogra-
phy.” by Jawmes Bryce, there occur two
stories which caused some of the critics
to express astonlsbhment at the “mod-
esty of the great” The stories are
thiese:

“Meeting Mr. Gladstone ln the lobby
and seeing bis face saddened by the
troubles In Ireland, Mr. Bryce tried to
divert his thoughts by mentloning a
recent discovery—to wit, that Dante
had been saved from want in his last
years by a lectureship at Ravenna. Mr,
Gladstone's face it up at once, and he
sald, ‘How strange it Is to think that
these great souls, whose works are a
beacon light s all the generations that
bhave come after them, should have had
cares and anxieties to vex them in their
daily life just like the rest of us com-
mon mortals!?

“The words reminded me,” adds the
author, “that a few days before 1 Lad
heard Mr. Darwin, in dwelling upon
the pleasure a visit pald by Mr, Glad-
stone had given him, say, ‘And be talk-
ed just as If be had been an ordinary
person like one of ourselves.' The two
men were allke unconsclous of thelr
greatness.”

It Is only the little who think them-
selves great. They are like those who
do not know much and therefore im-
agine that there is not much to know.
The great do not think themselves so,
Just as the learned are overwhelmed by
their ignorance.

ar

Suake In a Street Car,

The snakes with which 1 have gen-
erally assoclated have mostly been the
little chaps, such as the lively two foot
garter snake that I had In a Kansas
City street car one day. I had picked
him up in the suburbs of the city, and
before taking the car back to the busi-
ness section of the town [ buttoned
him In the Inside pocket of my coat.
Now, anybody who has ridden over
the streets of Kansas City knows that
in places it seems as though the cars
were climbing up the roof of a barn.
When 1 got on the car It was full, and
s0o I had to grab a strap in order to
stand up. Presently a seat became va-
cant beside me and 1 sat down, As 1
did so I glanced up gnd there was my
poor little snake hanging to the strap
I had just left. Varlous other people
noticed him at the same time, and the
ensulng exhibition would have enabled
any person in the car to secume a job
a8 a clreus acrobat at a bandsome sal-
ary. After they had escaped 1 put
the snake back in my pocket, The
conductor was a hero and stuck to his
pust, but bhe put me off the car and
kept my nickel.—W. 8. Dunbar in Out-
ing.

Ne Room For Him.

Several relies of exceptional value
and of unusual interest to archseol-
oglsts were discovered In a small town
near Nuremberg, and as soon as the
pews reached him the director of the
Nuremberg Historical museum went
to the village and introduced himself
to the mayor, saying:

“I am in charge of the museum at
Nuremberg, and 1'd like to"—

“You're too late, my good sir," In-
terrupted the mayor. “We've already
got here several merry go rounds, a
bearded woman, a theatrical company
composed of apes, a troupe of trained
dogs and a band of Hungarian musi-
clans, so you can readily see that we've
got no room for your museum.”

And with these words he nodded to
the director and went away.

Nature and Deformity.

Nature is very particular to conceal
her deformities, and all that is worth-
less or ungraceful generally drops off
from a tree unless It be an Injury to the
trunk. From such effects the tree nev.
er recovers, Go into the forests and
how often we see deformed trees, some
bent and twisted, some parted till the
original trunk becomes like two, 2ach
erossing and recrossing the other. This
was done by depression or Injury to the
tree In its young and tender years. Na-
ture has no power to right a broken
law elther In the animal or the vege
table organism. Punishment follows,
and deformity results.

The Difference In Two Words.

Did it ever occur to you to think of
the difference In significance of the two
words “seems” and “appears?” We
say “It seems to be true” or “it appears
to be true” Are those expressions
identical, or If there be a difference
what Is It?

There is a difference, and it couslsts
chiefly In the strength of the expres-
slon. If we read a story and say,
“That story seems to be true,” we
mean that it has the semblance of truth
and we Infer that It is true. If we
say, “That story appears to be true,”
we mean that the statements made In
it or the Incldents related go to show
its truth,

In other words, “appears” refers to
the actual presentation of something
to our view; “seems” refers to an Infer-
ence of our mind as to the probability
of a thing belng true,

First Yype Cast In Ameriea.

It was a good man, Christopher
Bower, who made the firat punches and
matrices and cast the fArst type In
America. The anvil be made them on
Is still preserved. They were for a
German Bible which he published.

“The price of our newly finished Bl-
ble, in plain binding, with a clasp, will
be 18 shillings.” he said, “but to the
poor and needy we have no price.
John the Baptist sent the message to
Christ, ‘Art thou he that should come,
or do we look for another? and Jesus
sent back word, ‘The poor have the
gospel preached to them.'"

Sower's German Bible was printed
in 1743 and was the first Bible pub-
lished In America In any European
language.
Disappointea.

Aunt Margaret—And If you're good—
veal good—you'll go to heaven.

Little Dorothy--Oh, Is that all? 1
thought maybe you were going to give
me a quarter.—Puck.

It Was a Draw,

Red Gulch Joe—-DId you say that
thar fight between Scar Faced Sam an’
Lasso Blll wuz a draw?

Brimstone lke—Yes, an’, unforchin-
Itly fer Sam, Lasso Bill drawed fust.
Baltimore American
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. DROPSY

Do Your Ankles or Limbe Swell?
Are Your Eyecs Pulfy? We are
the 8Sole Agents for the Only
Thing Known That Cures the
Kidney Discases That Cause
Dropsy, viz.: Fulton Compounds.

1t is now well known that dropay s not ta
fisell & disease, bul I8 pearly siways & symp
tom of kidney discase that nccompaunics the
ebroale siages berelofore ineurable.  Heoce,
up to the discovery of the Fulion Compounds,
Gropsy was lncurable. It is bow, however,
curable in nearly nive tenihs of all cases. Here
Is an Interestiug recovery, W which we refer by
pormissica.

Mrs, “{1lmore
Bea Trancioos, bosame Slariag s Sropsiont’
Her siolan had foally 1o 1e every few
days. was tapped pearly forty Yimes sud
lui worse from day to day., Toe physician

nally told her husband that she had Hright's
Disease of the IKidoeys, that 11 was fo an

vaneed chronie w'als ubd beyond nl
Her beurt also gave hor the ususl
she was in such & serious condition n'luthu

wera seul for. They put bher on Fulton's Come
rnund_ It stayed oo the stomach., the fArst
bing that had s0 for & week.  The second
woeok the dropsy declined s Hitle and the lm
provement was then gradesl till ber recovery
Wwus complete. This case was exumioed lotwg
by representatives of tho Sun Franciseo Siar
and the Overland Monthly, aid the geuulneuess
of the casn nnd the recovery were fully attested
Lo thelr columns,

Mrs. Thomas Chiistol of 496 Twenty-seventh
#iroot, San Fraoeisco, was also swollen with
dropsy, aa the result of chronle kiduey discase,
W more than seventy-tive rnuudn beyond hey
oormal weight, aud had 10 be moved o sheets
and was closs 10 death's door although she had
four physiclans. She was put on the Fulion
Compuunds  Thres weeks showed lmprovement
bud o six mouths she was well, sud peimite
Rlis refersooo

11 you have dropsy don't temporize. There (8

uly one thlog knowa that will eure the chroule
dooy discsse that is behiod it and thst is
Fulton's Compound. The Resal Compound for
Hright's and Kiduey Discases, $1: for Diabetes,
BLEL  John J. Fulton Co. 49 Washington
street, San Fraoeisco, sole compounders. Send
:l:: pawpllet, We wre Lo sule ugeuls for Luis
Je

Save the B_aby.

The mortality among bables during the
thiee teething years s something rrightful.
The census of 130 shows that about one ia
every seven suocumbs,

The cause |8 apparent. With  baby's
bones hardening, the fontanel (ope=ing In the
skull) closing up and Its teetis forming, all
these coming at once create a demand for

bone material that nearly half the little
systema mre deflcient o, The resuit s
peevishness, weakness, sweatlng, fever, dlar-
rhoea, brain troubles, convulsions, ete., that

prove terribly falal. The deaths in 180 under
three years were 304,58, (o say nothing of
the vast number oulslde the blg citiea that
were not reported, and this in the Holted
Biates alone,

When baby begins to sweat,
out In wieep don't walt, and the need i

WOrry or ery

nelther medicine nor narcotics.  What the
little system |s crying out for 8 more bone
materinl. Sweetman's Teething Food wsup-
plies it. It bas saved the lives of thousands
of bables, ‘They begin o Improve within
forty-eight hours. Here I8 what physicians
think of It

B3 Washington Bt.,

San Francisco, June 2, 133,
Gentlemen—1 am prescribing your food In
the multitude of baby troubles due o m-
peded  dentition A large percenlage of In-
fantile ilis and fatslities wre the resuit of
slow teething. Your losd supplles what the
deficient system demsonds, and | have had
surprising success with *.  .n scores of cases
this diet, given with their “egular (oed, has
not falled to check we nfantile distresses.
Severnl of the more s=rious cases would, 1
feel sure, have been futal withoot it It can-
not be too quickly brought to the attention
of the mothers of the country. It Is an ab-

solule necessily.
L. C. MENDEL, M. D,

Petaluma, Cal., Bsptember 1. 192

Dear Hirs—1 have Just tried the teething
food In two cabes and in Loth It was & sue-
cesn. OUne was a very serlous case, so eritl-
cal that It was brought to me from another
eity fur treatment. Fatal results were feared.
In three days the baby ceased worrying and
commenced eating and is now well. Ita action
In this case was remarkable, 1 would ad-
vise you to put It in every drug store In this

eity. Yours,
I. M. PROCTOR, M. D.

Bweetman's Teething Food will earry baby
eafely wond comfortably through the mest dan-
gerous perlod of child Nfe. It renders lane-
ing of the gums unnecessary. It In the safest
plan and a blessing to the baby o not wall
for aymptoms butl to commence giving It the
fourth or ffth month. Then all the teet)
will come healthfully, without pain, dis
trese or lancing., It s an suxiliary to theh
regular diet and easily taken. FPrice 8 cent
(enough for six weeks), sent postpald on re
ceipt of price. Pacific Coast Agents, Inlane
Drug Co., Mills ¥ Ban Francl

MERRY MEALTIMES,

The Table No Place For Fault Find-
ing, Nagging and Strife,

Has It ever been your lot to sit at a
table with a group of young folks who
ate the meal in sllence or, with a few
constrained remarks, looked askance at
the head of the family before ventur-
ing on any remark? 1 have seen such
a sight on more than one occaslon.
Doctors have told us over and over
again of the benecficlal results arising
from a meal eaten with a contented
frame of mind and with cheerful sur-
roundings; but, sad to say, there are
many bousebolds where each meal Is
a constant scene of bickering, nagging
and fault inding.

This is not only the ease where there
are young children, who require a
reprimand occaslonally for careless-
ness, but I am speaking of those homes
where the girls and boys are well luto
thelr teens. Wrong is that parent, el
“hor father or mother, who chocess the
hour when all are assembled round
the table to mention some half forgot-
len grievance or to find some faunit

If any trivial thing bas been done
Wiolig of auy tmy ohnoed walt votil
dinner or tea s over before you scold,
blame or reprimand Let the fomwl
which God gives us for the purpose of
nourishing and sustaining our bodies
have the opportunity of accomplishing
that end, which cannot be the case if
every moutihful is swallowed with el
ther a sarcastic word or an uncompli-
mentary remark. More Indigestion,
nervousness and other derangements
are cansed by the too common fault of
uncomfortable mealtimes than many
people would suppose, and It Is our
positive duty, which we should all try
to remember, to make those hours of
the day cheerful and agreeable to the
children and to set them an example
which you would be the first to notlee
and approve In others —Seotsman.

Prayer of the Convert.

A south sea isinnder at the close of
a religious meeting offered the follow
Ing prayer: "9 God, we are about to
g0 to our respective homes. Let not
the words we have bheard be lke the
fine clothes we wear—soon to be taken
off and folded up in a box till another
Sabbath comes around. Rather, let
thy truth be like the tattoo on our
bodles - Inefacenble till death.”—Carle
ton's Magazine




