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IN BORROWED PLUMAGE.

Dressed Women Whe Wear
tioods Sent on Appresal,

When the ways of some women are
considered, It is less remarkable that
such pumbers of women dwelling in
the large cities dress extravagantly
than before thelr methods of securing
rich costumes for all occasions bhave
been scrutinized.

There are women, and many of them
very wealthy. who make a regular
practice of baving elegant garwments
peut to their homes on approval, wear-
fng them once and then returning them
to stores or costumers. Some women
will wear a dress or a cloak to the
opera and send It back pext morning.
Or they will get a hat or wrap and go
driving or visiting in it. The average
person would be astonished to know all
the things, from bandsome umbrellas
and fans of great beauty to Jewelry
and clothes, that some women bor
row from the shops,

Of course all of these women are not
well off, but they all dress well and
go out a great deal, and although the
shopkeepers often discover the manner
in which they are being decelved, they
do not always like to make a fuss for
fear of losing a good customer. Besides
they know that If they incur the enmi-
ty of such impostors the women are
quite capable of abusing their goods
and robbing them of other and more
honest customers. Strange as it may
seem, these women generally mingle in
pretty good soclety, or the fringes of it,
and bave some influence in the matter
of dress, #ince they have won the repu-
tation of always dressing elegantly and
in the newest things.

This sort of lmposition had been car-
ried on so oftea by a customer of a cer-
taln large firm that its members deter-
mined to put a stop te her flaunting
about In borrowed plumage, at least
when the plumage belonged to them.
One Saturday this woman bad a splen-
did wrap sent bome on approval, and
on Sunday one of the head clerks of
the firm who knew Mrs. Blank as the
offender stationed himself opear ber
pew In the fashionable ebuarch which
ahie attended. \\'lle_ll she salled down
the alsle after service, resplendent in
the borrowed cloak, this man stepped
up to her and sald:

“How do you do, Mrs. Blank? I am
delighted to see that you like our cloak
well enough to keep 11"

Of course after that she could not re-
turn the cloak.

Still, with all the efforts put forward
by shops and costumers to break up
the pernicious habit of foreible borrow-
Ing on the part of sundry feminine cus-
tomers, the practice goes merrily on,
and many a falr dame with an envi-
able reputation for exquisite dressing
appears but once in garments and hats
that when pext seen are bedecking an-
other woman or hanging In the show-
room of some smart shop.—Washington
Btar.

Well

Barred Out Immigrants.

Uncle Sam has a black list of birds
and gquadrupeds which it s absolutely
prohibited to Introduce into this coun-
try, says the Chattanooga Times. The
mougoose, the flying fox and the star
ling are on the list. The mongoose is a
species of ferret, a native of Indlia,
where It Is domesticated as a sort of
anlmal rat trap and snake destroyer,
It was Introduced Into Jamalea to get
rid of the sugar cane rats. These ex-
terminated, however, the mongooss
went on to diet off the insect destroy-
fng birds, with the result that the crops
have been devastated by insects In
some sections of the island. The aunl-
mal 8 exceedingly erafty, nocturnal in
Its habits and evades traps with ease.
The flying fox, known also as the fruit
bat, Is a voraclous harvester of fruits
and vegetables, The starling belongs
to the crow family.

What Makes Things urow,

According to Maurice Springer, a
Freoch writer on the subject, the en-
ergy of growth Is closely related to
electrie energy and may be identical
with it. At any rate, growth energy is
closely connected with the phenomenon
called osmosis—that Is, molecular pres
sure dve to diferences of density In
adjacent lguld massgs. Such molecu
lar pressure in the cells of the body he
believes to be the phenomenon that un-
derlies the multiplication of these cells
In growth, and osmosis has been shown
by experiment to be closely conuected
with electricity. The writer referred
to belleves that we shall soon be able
to measure growth epergy aus we now
do heat or electricity and perlmps con-
trol it so as to produce tall or short
familles or races at our pleasure.—
Buccess,

Perfectly Safe.

A tourist in a remote part of Ireland,
having stayed the night at a wayside
inn pot usually frequented by visitors,
informed the lundlord in the morning
that his boots, which bhad been placed
outside his room door to be cleaned.
had not been touched.

“Ab, shure,” sald the landlord, “aund
you molight put your watch and chain
outside your room door in this bouse,
and they wouldn't be touched."—Lon
don King.

Animals and Alpohol

Many animals yield to the seduction
of vuw drinking, especially elephants,
horses, cows and swine. Poultry, espe
clally turkeys, will absorb the tempting
dsink 1 they table ovel o leauen
sleep, lylng around as it dead aud ut-
terly Ignoring thelr accustomed roost.
Ou awakenlug they stagger for a few
moments and soon recover, but It Is
bours before they renew their cheerful
cackling.

Thelr Last,

“Yea," remarked the sad looking
stranger, i have seen the last of many
& good man."”

“Doctor or undertaker? gueried the
wan behind the white apron.

“Neither,” replied he of the sad looks.
“I'm a showamnker, ™

“l don't belleve be has any con-
sclence at all.”

“Oh, yes, he has”

“Not much of a one.”

“No; not much of a one, of course.
In fact, it's of such trifling lmportance
that when he beats some one out of
$1.000 he can square things with it by
cvatributing $1.50 to charity. Still it's
a cousclence.” —Cllcago Post.

Polly Is giad to uote every instance

where Arbor Day is vbserved, The
Slockiou people, u short time sgo, had
their duy devoted 1o tree planting and
miade s genersl boliday, which was
commented on in this columun at the
time. Now comes Savta Clara county
aud makes Arbor Day one long to be
remetnbered, for on all sides are grow-
ing evideuces of the progressive spirit
of the people in Banta Clara county.
I'he Chamber of Commerce, the High-
way Club, the schools and private
citizens, old and young participated in
the good work and made a merry-
making of it. Those who did not assist
in the actual tree planting made inter-
vated spectators gud aided with their
presence to encournge the workers,
Rigs and carriages of all deseriptions
thro ged the highways. The scholars,
whiro beld thelr tree planting in the
morting  in besutifying the school
grounds, were disimnissed and joined the
throug in the afternoon. The com-
mittee from the Highway Club, having
in charge the preparations, did their
work well and everything was in readi-
ness, even 1o the holes being dug. The
trees were nearly all planted on the
road leading from Stanford Universily
to Mount Hamilton, and the work
was done by eaptains and lieutenants
selected for the various sections by the
president of the Highway Improve
ment Club. The business men.of the
city were, most of them, under contract
o the Chamber of Commerce to plant
from two Lo six trees, and most of them
fulfitled their contract. The street car
companies came n for theirshareof the
good work by permitting all who had
spades to travel without pay. 'Two
thousand trees were planted to add
besuly to the attractive Santa Clara
valley, The tree planting did not stop
with this one road leading from S.an-
ford University, for the members of the
sSaint Claire Club went to Alum Rock
park, climbed the steep sides of the
canyon and on the bare hillside over-
looking the popular resort planted a
number of bardy pines. Independent
programmes of tree planting were slso
carried out at Morgan Hill, Berryessa
and Santa Clara. The spirit of Arbor
Day had taken possession of every pro-
gressive citizen and they have realized
the importance of tree planting in
beautifying and making attractive their
town and country roads. Nothing is
more monotonous than driving over
rosds through a brown, desolate country
devoid of all trees and green verdure,
It is enough to give one the blues. It
is the intention of the Highway Im-
provement Ciub of San Jose to observe
Arbor Day annually, and in succeeding
years to increase the work till every
road and avenue in the county is
adorned with thrifty shade trees. It is
to be hoped that every town and eounty
in the State will follow the example of
Stockton and San Jore, 2
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The ladies of the California Outdoor
Art League paid a graceful tribute to
the memory of Marshall, the discoverer
of guld in California, the other day,
when they made a pilgrimage to Mai-
shall square and planted the seed of the
escholtzia. Ere long the palms in the
square will be wreathed in California’s
State flower—the golden poppy. A
more beautiful tribute could not have
been paid Marshall; it is like & link
welding the past and the present
together.
e
“Don’t you think that old lady was
pretty hard on the California University
boys, Polly? 1 read that article of yours
last week, and while I concur with this
friend—of the old school—of yours, that
many of the University students should
be taught manuers as well as the higher
branches of education, still, if they
have not learned ‘manners’ and gentle-
manly behavior in their home life they
never will learn it. They simply don't
take to the refined polish some way or
other; in fact, I don't think 1t is born
in them, and if it lsn’t then there’s no
use trying.” [ don't know but what
the old lady was right, she wasn't con-
demnping the students as a whole,
Fortunately the gentlemanly element
predominates. It is the same in all
universities, There is a certain element
in attendance who would rather create
a reign of terror by their boisterousness
than to stand abend 10 their classes, It
is something the faculty doesn't seem
to be able to cope with; they can lec-
ture and suspend, but still it erope out.
You may think you have smothered
the fire, but there 18 always & spark
alive enough to spring into existence at
the slightest provocation, and [ sup-
pose as lopg ae the world wagx cn our
universities, In the old world and the
naw, will hauve their quola of pupils
who, to use their own expression, will
continue to “enjoy the funny side of
life."
“nas
New York city is to bave another
corporation and it will be composed
wholly of women who ean write their
bank sccount with a good many figun s,
It will be a dressmaking and millinery
establlshiment and the stockholders of
the compsny are women of exclusive
society. Miss Harmon Brown is the
promoter of the enterprise and about
six years ago stepped from the ranks
of soclety into trade. Her millinery
business prospered beyond her brigh test
anticipations and she made arrange-
ments to enlarge it, and to accomplish
her object started a company. The
first subseribers are Mm. J. Plerpont
Morgan, Mrs. Robert Oliphant and Miss
Julin Marlowe, Miss Brown sent her
prospectus first to her customers that
they might have an opportunity tosub»
seribe for capital stock “‘on the ground

floor.”  Employes are to be taken into

the Gusiness as the company deems

proper, or, ia other words, the plan
which will be adopted In arranging for
the sharing of profits with employes Is
in brief 1o lssue annually to such em-
ployes of the company as shall have
been in its employ for & specified time,
or as shall for other reasons seem (o the
directors to dererve it, certain profit-
sharing coutracts or debeutures. Need-

s Lo say the Fuour Hundred will
patronize this wealthy company, sud
not oue of the corporation needs the
dollars that will pour into the coffers
unless it is the deserving employes. No
doubt the lutter will be those who have
mwved in their own rauks but have
been wufortunate i losing their for-
tunes or, possibly, relatives of the stock-
holders or their friends. As far as
giving the employes an opportuuity of
bettering themselyes it is & good thing,
otherwise it would be better to let
millinem and dressmakers, whose ex-
istence (not only for themselves, but
others ), depends upon their suceess in
this line of business, have full sway. It
means the loss of no small lncome to
them sud possibly the closing up of
many millinery and dressiuaking es-
tablishments by the loss of their wealthy
customers,
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“iA word to the wise is suflicient,’
Polly, and if 1 had only heeded that old
adage, | would have been spared this"
—sald a friend, holding up the frag-
ments of & beantiful cut-glass dish. *‘'A
Jeweler told me just the other day that
I must uever set a piece of cut-glass or
any other fine glasaware on a piece of
marble without having a mat or some
kind of a cover underit, uuless | wanted
to have it broken. [ valued this dish
so much ““.at I would not entrust it to
my girl to wash, but attended to it my-
self, and deliberately placed it on my
wmarble-top sideboard, when there were
plenty of mats handy. [ meant to
change the cover, and after taking the
soiled one off forgot to replace it. This
is the result. My twenty-five dollur
berry dish, and a wedding present at
that, is shattered, and all owing to my
own folly. I will know better next
time, but experience is & sad teacher "
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That old familiar saying, “Cuoriosity
kills cats,” Is frequently heard, and a
pronounced old bachelor says that ‘‘the
old adage would apply to women in
general, only that their curiosity never
kills, but it leads them into all sorts of
trouble.” | would like to esll the atlen-
tion of this woman-hater to the fact
that the Kern Canyon Oil Company
would be twenty-tive hundred dollars
better off if it had not been for the
curiosity of two Eastern stockholders in
the company, who were visiting the
oll wells. They wanted to see sonie
crude oil burn and they saw it, and also
the destruetion of a twelve-bhundred-
barrel oil tank and eight hundred bar-
rels of oil belonging 1o the company.
It made a beautiful pyrotechnic dis-
play, which spread consternation
anoug the spectators, Their curiosity
was more than gratified and they are
wiser, even if they are a good many
dollars poorer. The small blaze that
was started for their benefit wasallowed
to assume large proportions, and a wind
coming up it got beyond their control
and enveloped the works. Polly showed
this item of news to the ‘‘old bachelor”
and he remarked, ‘“Well, those men
must have been sissies,”

T ;
BRIEF REVIEW.
Using Dogs in Field Service.

New instructions have been issued to
the German army regarding the em-
ployment of dogs in the field service.
Every Infantry company must have at
least two thoroughly trained dogs, but
every battalion is not to have more
than twelve, They must be thorough-
breds and of the best pedigree. Hither-
to Airidale terriers have been used, but
experiments are belng conducted with
German bird dogs, Provision is made
for the training of the dogs to begin at
the earliest age possible indoors and
later in the field, where a dog must in-
telligently understand orders like going
forward to vidette post, or returning to
headquarters, must give warning of the
approach of strangers and must keepab-
solutely quiet at a whispered command.
The chief service of the dogs is keeping
up rapld communieation between vi-
dette posts and also between the posts
and headquarters.

Substitute For Ruhln-r.

A new elastic material known as
' tichoplese,”” has, aceording to the
Gummi Zeitung, been manufactured on
A large seale near Ghent, in Belgium.
It consists of & mass composed of
specially treated hair, and on aceount
of its extraordinary tensilestrength and
almost indestructable elasticity is al-
rendy finding wide technical applica-
tion. For deor filling: and telephone
cases L s being largely used on account
of the above properties, and becau-e it
does not easily deteriorate. Bubjected
to 8 high pressure test the material did
not sl ow the slightest trace of de
formation, resuming its original shape
on the removal of the pressure.

Lamg whatf, Boston, almost as cele-
brated as Fanuiel hall itself, the ever
nolable Cradle of Liberty, has been
partly destroyed by fire,

A white rust is an unexplained “‘dis-
ense’’ of English and German galvan-
ized iron that has developed within the
last year or two.

There is & pigeon at Bluefield, Berks,
England, which is averred to be twen-
ty-seven yeam old.

M. Yushin, the Rn-hn tenor, has
insured his voice for $2500,

Germany, England, Erance and Italy
supply Canada with rubber balls.
Most of the steel pens used in Canads

are made in England.

TWO UBLIGING MEN.

————
Each Waa the Vietim In a Street Car
Fare

It was in & Boston street car. When
the car stopped at s crossing, & lady
got up and went to the door. As she
rose there was the chink of & coln on
the tloor, but before it occurred to any
one to stop ber she was out of the car
and across the street. Two ladies who
had sat next to ber looked with anx-
fous Indifference on the floor. One of
them leaned slightly forward, but said
nothing. Just as the conductor was
reuching for the bell rope & young man
spied the coln and dasbed out of the
car. He caught the lady who had left
the car, handed her the coin, ran back,
caught the step of the car as the mo-
tors began to sing In crescendo and sat
down breathless. One of the two ladies
opposite him leaned forward and sald
coldly, “Young man, what did you do
with the nlckel I dropped?’ The pas-
sengers tittered. An old man at the
other end of the car turned to his
uelghbor. “That reminds me,” he said,
“of something that bappened to my
wife years ago.

“It was before the days of conduect-
ors, when we used to drop our nickels
into a slot, and they ran down a groove
to the box behind the driver.

“My wife bad started out with a lit-
tle change and one of those trouble-
some five dollar goldpleces which used
to be more commonly in circulation
than they are now. Her eyes were not
good, and so shé was nervous about
her goldplece and bad it on her mind
all the way downtown.

“When she took a car for home, she
met a friend and grew Interested in
conversation with ber. She put her
coin in the slot absentmindedly. The
driver turned as it struck the box. You
remember the coin fell into a glass
compartment first, and then the driver
pushed a lever which sent it into the
strong box below.

“As my wife heard the click of the
lever she thought of her five dollar
goldpiece. She looked In her purse.
Sure enough, it was gone. She went
forward and spoke to the driver. He
sald he hadu't looked very carefu!'y,
but he thought there were only three
nickels in the glass receptacle when he
pushed the lever.

“My wife lnsisted. The driver sald
If she would ride to the end of the line
the cashier at the station would open
the box. This meant a journey of two
infles beyond our street, and my wife
was ln a huarry.

“An old gentlemman who sat by the
door sald Lhe was going to the end of
the line and offered to give her $4.95
cents and get the goldplece at the sta-
tion. My wife thanked bim and took
the money. When she got home, she
found the five dollar goldplece in the
lining of ber purse,

“Next day 1 went to the station. The
cashier said an old gentleman had made
him open the box. There was no gold-
plece, The old gentleman bad left in
a rage, refusing to give his name. He
gald he had been swindled and did not
want to be known for a fool,

“We advertlsed In the papers, but we
never heard from him."—Youth's Com-
panion.

Animal Worship Among the Hebrews

The Old Testament records show,
notwithstanding the various revisions
through which these venerable books
have passed, many Indications of ani-
mal worship awmong the Israelites,
which must bave lasted for ages be-
fore the prohibition inculcated in the
second line of the Decalogue was for-
mulated. At a comparatively late date
“Jehovah was worshiped under the
popular symbol of a bull, while the
twelve oxen upholding the laver in
Bolomon’s temple, as well as the horns
adorning the altar, were drawn from
the prevalent bull worship.”

Modern research has also proved that
the cherubim were represented in the
form of winged bulls. M. Lenormant
in his famous book on the “Beginnings
of History™ says that during the time
of the “!'gs and prophets “most as-
sured’y the cherubim, as there describ-
ed, rre animals.”

Knew Papa's Limitations.

She was a doctor's little girl, In her
father's office she had seen a number
of boxes on which was written, “This
side up with care” In answer to her
question her mother had sald, “You
see, when papa gets these boxes he
doesn't know what is in them, and If
it Is something that might Yreak It
wouldn't be good for it to set it upside
down.”

The little girl pondered over it for
some time. A few days later she came
to her mother, saying, “Mamma, when
God made us did be put a sign on our
left sldes that says, ‘This side up with
care? ™ “Why?' asked the mother,
smiling. “Because | heard papa tell
somebody that It was bad for people to
lle on their left sides 'cause It wouldn't
be good for their hearts, and I know
papa doesn't know what is inside vs."—
Little Chronicle.

Then She Hemembered.

Near the elevated road in Park place
Is a news and apple woman. She is
very absentminded. Also sympathetic.
A ragged street urchin ran up to her.

“Bay.” he velled, “vour_|ittle hoy has
been run over by a blg truck!"

“Where ! Where? For goodness' sake,
where?” shrieked the woman, rushing
wildly down the street. She ran balf a
Slack sod then atuppad suddenly.

“Lord, what an old fool 1 am!” she
said to herself disgustedly. “1 have no
little boy. I've never been married.”

Meantime the street urchin had stol-
en four apples and a bunch of grapes.
~New York Press.

A Wonderful Harbor.

Puget sound Is one of the finest har-
bors In the world, if not the finest—a
deep bay over a hundred miles long
cut off from the ncean by the moun-
talnous western peninsula of Washing-
ton. The waters nearly everywhere are
deep, the shores abrupt, and the tide is
moderate. Ships may go from Tacoma
balf way to Alaska without passing
out of this great sound and Its exten-
slons northward.—~Ray Smnnard Baker
In Century.

Am Anstomieal Tale.
Dinwit—8ay, our backbones are like
serial storfes, aren’t they?
Thinwit—Prove I1t?
Dinwit—Contloued In our necks.—
Harvard Lampoon,

STANTON’S IRISH STEW,

A Story of the Groat War Secretary
as Teld by Nis Bedyguard.

An attempt by Secretary of War
Stanton to cook an Irish stew while
lLolding the war department office
aguinst the removal order of President
Andrew Johnson Is one of many anec-
dotes related by Louls Koerth, at the
‘period mentioned the great war secre-
tary's bodyguard.

Feb. 21, 1868, President Johnson ap-
pointed Genera! Lorenzo Thomas sec-
retary of war ad interim, but the pow-
er of removal baving been taken by
the tenure of office act from the presi-
dent, Mr. Stanton refused to resign or
to vacate the office of secretary,

He camped in the office, determined
to hold it until the result of the Lu-
peachment proceedings against the
president, which were then pending in
the senate, should be determined. For
sixty days Mr. Stanton beld “the fort,”
and during that period his faithful
bodyguard, ex-Sergeant Louls Koerth,
then in the United States general serv-
ice, assigned to the war department,
kept him company.

On the day in which Mr. Stanton re-
celved the officlal notification of his
removal by the president he made fm-
mediate preparations for a siege. He
dispatched Sergeant Koerth to Mrs.
Stanton for blankets and pillows, but
that lady refused to send them, lusist-
ing that the secretary should come
home and give up the office.

Mr, Stanton smiled on receiving her
message and slmply said:

“Koerth, go to your own house and
bring blankets, plllows and such cook-
ing utensils as we may need.”

The Irish stew was the first effort
of the secretary and his bodyguard.
Koerth, being a German, needed In-
structions in the mysteries of prepar-
ing the savory stew, and the secretary
named the various ingredients, which
he ordered the servant to purchase.

Both men had spent & busy and la-
boriously exciting day, and both were
tired out when the pot was put on the
fire to cook the stew,

The consequence was that the great
war secretary and his bodyguard fell
asleep, The secretary was the first to
be awakened by the smell of the burn-
Ing stew.

“Koerth, Koerth!
shouted Mr. Stauton,
burning!"”

Koerth sprang to his feet, but, alas,
too lute to save Mr. Stanton's Irish
stew, It was burned and smoking,
while the pot was a glowing red. Rue-
fully the secretary rolled himself up In
his blankets on the sofa and went to
sleep for the night supperless.—Wash-
fngton Post.

Wake up, man!”
“The stew Is

POULTRY POINTERS.

A healthy fowl will drink fifteen or
twenty times a day.

Sharp gravel should always be sup-
plied to fowls that are fattened In close
confinement.

Box nests are all right If wade large
enough, the size depending upon the
breed of fowls.

Linseed meal 1s excellent as an egg
producing meal, but it should be fed in
connection with coarse or bulky foods.

Boft eggs lald before the shell has
formed are caused by overfeeding. Give
less food and more pounded shells or
lHmewater.

A varled dlet for poultry I8 a neces-
sary help to thelr general health and
has much to <o with their value as
breeders,

If disease appears and resists reme-
dies, it s better to begin with new
stock than to breed from those that
have been sick a long time,

A light, sandy soll is always best for
a poultry yard. A heavy clay soll is al-
ways damp and, unless care is taken,
will cause roup, while a sandy soll, be-
ing dry, will promote warmth.

Appreciated Himself.

A little boy while playing near the
Berpentine fell Into the water. An
Irish laborer who was passing at the
time courageously jumped into the wa-
ter, clothes and all, and rescued the
boy, says Spare Moments.

A lady who had observed the brave
deed went up to Pat and, shaking his
hand, sald:

“I feel it an honor, my brave man,
to shake hands with you. Many a
worse man than you has been present-
ed at court.”

“Falth, you're roight, mum,” replied
Pat as he proceeded to wring the wa-
ter out of his ceat. “Th' last toime O
was presinted at court Ol only got one
month, wholle me mate got two, begor-
ral”

Saved by the Soloist.

An old lady who at the best was cer-
tainly not very musical attended
church one morning a little while ago.
During the service an anthem was
sung by the cholir, during which a cer-
tain Mr. Wood rendered a solo. When
returning home, the old lady remarked
to a friend:

“Dear, dear! What a mess they made
of that anthem, to be sure, Why, If It
had not been for Mr. Wood they would
have broken down entirely In one
part.”—London Standard.

Metokhed,

Towne—Met Gabbie and Perkins at
a smoker last night and Introduced
them to each other.

Browne—Oh, say, it's a shame to In-
troduce a bore ke Gabble 0 anybody.

Towne—It's evident you don't know
Perkins or you'd see the humor of It.

Critieising His Owa.

“But, my dear husband, It really Is
unjust of you to abuse mothers-in-law
80. There are good ones.”

“Well, well; never mind. 1 haven't
sald anything against pours. It's only
mine m grumbling about.” — Boston
Travelar.

By Way of a Lesson.

“One of our cars ran over another
man last night,” announced the super-
intendent of the street rallway lne.

“Well,” replied the president, “after
awhile the people will learn that the
only safe place |s aboard the car and
that 5 cents is a small price to pay for
safety.”—Chicago Post.

“Do you think there is any danger of
America being dominated by Europe?”

“No, sir,” answered Mr. ‘leekton
with extraordinary emphasis; “unot so
long as emluent Europeans continue to
marry American giris”

HUMOR OF THE HOUR|

Net Such a Foel.

John, who lives In a Pennsylvania
village, was thought to be very stupid.
He was seut to a will one day, and
the miller sald:

“John, some people say you are a
fool. Now, tell me what you know
and what you don't know.”

“Well," replied John, “I know the
miller's hogs are fat.,”

“Yes, that's well, John,
don't you know ¥

“l don't know whose corn fats 'em.”
—Philadelphia Ledger.

His Inmocence Established.

“Your honor,” yrotested the prisoner
carnestly, I can explain satiafactori-
ly how 1 happen to carry a jilmmy. 1
am a commuter and use it to open the
car windows and dodérs—only for that
purpose.”

The detective admitted that no bur-
glar had ever been known to use such
a powerful jimmy, and on the produe-
tion of his commutation ticket the mag-
Istriate discharged the prisoner.—Judge.

Now what

Safer.

He—1 haven't quite made up my
mind, but 1 thought of speaking to
your father tonlght. What would you
do?

She—Well, father's rather cross to-
night,

He—But don’t you think I'd better
face the music?

She—Well, er—I'd advise you to back
up to It.—Philadelphia Press,

The Obatacle.

“Come, my darling,” sald the lmpa-
tlent lover at the foot of the ladder.

“It's no use,” she replied. “The
elopement’s off.”

“Why? What has happened?’

“Papa absolutely refuses to advance
the money for our traveling expeuses.”
—~Town Toples.

The Credit They Give You.

“What Is success?’ asked the man
with a liking for the abstruse.

“Success,” answered the cynieal
friend, *is something that lmpels your
old acquaintances to smile signiticant-
ly and remark, ‘A fool for luck.'"™—
Washington Star.

Inconsiderate.

Ter

“Of all de Inconsiderate men!
lock his heuncoop so tight I has ter lug
it away ter git de chickens out!"

The New Huntaman.

Dolly—And you've hunted big game,
Mr. Deering? Gracious! It must be
awfully dangerous sport.

Cholly—It Is, 1 assuuh you. Why,
once 1 photogwaphed a beah that
wasn’t moh than fifty yawds fwom me
camewa.—I"uek.

The Boast of an Expert.

“This, ladies and gentlemen, is the
celebrated trick mule Dot,” sald the
clown as the animal was led into the
ring, “After many years of effort 1
am able to say I can make him do any-
thing be wants to.,"—8t. Albans Mes-
senger.

Summed Up.

The Thinker—If every man got what
he thinks is his share In this world
there wouldn't be much to go around,
would there?

Matterafact—No, and the world would
not go round either.—Yonkers Herald.

Card Talk.

Harold—Ah! There goes Percival
Putnam Puddenface, with a frown as
black as the “ace of spades.”

Clarence—Yes. He Lhas recently lost
all of his “dlamonds” playing “hearts”
at the “clubs.”"—New York Times.

He Could.

“Can [ put up bere tonight?’ asked
the seedy man who was, signing his
name in the hotel register.

“Yes, sir,” sald the clerk.
vance."—Chicago Tribune,

“ln ad-

Genius Unappreciated.
Mr. Stubb—1 see where sowme chap
wrote 40,000 words on a postal card.
Mrs. S8tubb—Graclous me! Didn't he
have a peuny to buy another?—Rich-
mond Dispatch.

An Uprising on the Farm,

My Elly writ a pome to that alr story pa-
per jist er

Month ago an' didn't hear a darn word
from it, miater,

An' =0 we writ the aditor an' told him we
belleved It

At least ‘u'd be gond manners ‘ist to sry
that he'd received IL

An' yisterday we got & note writ on this
here tvperiter

A-beggin' Elly's pardon,
mean to slight her,

But as we hadn’'t sent no stamps to pay
him to return it

He had to do the next best thing an’, dog
me, go an’' burn It

an’ he didn't

But I ain't lived In this old world fer
nuthin’', I'm a-sayin’;

He's tryln’ to git that air pome without
a-ever payin’,

As Elly says to me, she says, “They ain't
no one kin doubt It,

He's Jist a-waltin’, paw, you bet, till we
fergit about "

—~Indlanapolia Sun

Hyphena Succeeds Hymen.

The Professor-They have traveled
safely along the happy jJouraey uutil
now their hopes are about to be re
alized. .

Mrs. Malaprop—Yes, Cupid, the god
of love, must now give way to Hyphen,
the god of matrimony.— Kansas City
Journal.

Humility Is the virtue all preach,
none practices, and yet everybody Is
coutent to bear - Selden.

CHOICE MISCELLANY

Corncob Sidewalks.

“Because of the cob plpe industry
Missouri bas the reputation of being
the greatest corncob wstate in the
Unlon, but lowa has got its southern
nelghbor beat when It comes to putting
cobs to novel uses” sald a man from
Keokuk the other day. “Did you ever
hear of corncob sldewalks? Never did?
Well, sir, I made a trip throughout a
big part of the state of lowa recently,
and I found several grain shipplog
towns that had corncob sidewalks.

“In spite of what one would think
about it cobs make a pretty good walk.
They are a lttle rough at first, but
when the cobs become trampled down
the walk is smooth, It ls more springy
than a cinder path, and water will not
stand in little pools in the low places.

“From some of the little rallroad
towns bundreds of thousands of bush-
els of corn are shipped each year. The
grain is shelled at the local elevators,
and as there Is little demand for the
cobs for fuel they are carried In a
spout to a place some distance from the
elevator and allowed to form In a huge
plle. In order to get rid of them they
are generally burned. A year or two
ago somebody  discovered that they
made a pretty good walk, and now they
are being utilized In many places.”—
Chicago Inter Ocean.

The Gridiron Club.

The Gridiron club, which Is composed
of Washington newspaper correspond-
ents and bas entertained every presl
dent who has been in the White House
during nearly twenty years, always
makes a great feature of Its annual
dinner. The members are no respecters
of dignity. Every man who attends its
dinners, even the president, knows per-
fectly well that the bumorous side of
his character will be portrayed In one
way or another. It Is pot on record
that any man who has been lampooned
by the club has taken exception to the
freedom with which his personality
has been handled, and it is pot on rec-
ordl that any guest or member of the
club bhas ever overstepped the bouuds
of decorum lald down. According to
the New York lerald, one of the rules
of the club ls, “Ladies are always pres-
ent, reporters never,” This means that
coarse jest or insinuation ls never per
mitted and that any speaker can use
the utmost freedom of expression with-
out fear of his words being printed or
repeated beyond the walls of the ban-
quet bail,

A Story About Schwab,

Charles M. Schwab when he was a
boy attended the village school of Lo-
retto, Pa., and In Loretto they will tell
the story of young Schwab and the
brick. It seems that the schoolmaster
wns an ardent geologist. He had or-
dered one day that each of the children
bring to school a speclmen of some
sort, and these speclmens he would
designate and describe one by ove. Ac-
cordingly on the appolnted day a great
armload of stones was brought to the
little bullding, but young Schwab's con-
tribution to the armload was a broken
brick. In due course the master took
up the specimens.

“This,” he sald, “is a plece of feld-
spar from the crossroads.

“This 18 a plece of marl from the
meadow,

“This is a piece of argillaceous sand-
stone from the quarry.

“And this,” be thundered, taking up
the broken brick, “this s a plece of lm-
pudence from Charlle Schwab.”—Pitts-
burg Gazette,

A Good ldea.

The co-operative wedding present is
a new idea In Great Britaln, where the
fact that servants and tenants on es-
tates club together and send one hand-
some gift seems to have suggested to
somebody that friends might do the
saime. Thus one of the January brides
was presented with a dlamond orna-
ment and friends of a bridegroom unit-
el to buy him an automoble. The
American bride sometimes exchanges
ber duplicates, but that Is not always
convenlent, and It tends to provoke mis-
understandings. Sbhe, too, wlll rejoice
if the new fashlon spreads, so that in-
stead of pickle dishes and the llke she
may look forward to something sub-
stantial, such as a bouse and lot.

Mirrors on Street Cars.

All the tramway car vestibules of
Denver, Colo., are to be fitted with mir
rors as fast as they can be placed upon
the cars. This does not mean that the
motormen are going Into the beauty
culture fad. The mirrors, which are of
heavy plate glass Inclosed in solid cast
fron frawes, are bung out at one side
of the vestibule at just such an angle
that without turning his head the mo-
torman can see exactly the condition of
affalrs on the steps. He can thus watch
the rear platform, and there will be less
danger of the car being accldentally
started up again while a passenger s
getting on or off,

New Bills For Thelr Wivea,

An officer In the United States sub-
treasury In New York In commenting a
few days ago on the Increasing number
of men who asked for new bills with
which to pay thelr wived allowances,
sald that one regular visitor receatly
switched to gold pleces, thinking lis
wife migh* <ling to thew longer thean
to the new bille, He had to get back to
bills, however, because his wife per-
sisted In mistakingly dropping the $2.00
gold pleces In peany In the slot chew-
luig gUn meaculods sod COURlo  give up
the gum habit,

A Light Correspondence,

The mayor of the Tyrolean town of
Tramin ordered $100 worth of envel-
opes and was amazed to get 35,000 with
the official stamp—more than are need-
ed there In twenty years, He then dis-
covered that If he had put the money
in the bank the Interest would almost
have sufficed to keep up the supply of
official envelopes.

" Willing to Try.

“For the first year of our married
life, dear,” sald the young man who
was poor, but had prospects, “we shall
have to live principally on love.”

“Well, people can live on spoon vietw
als, can't they, George ¥’ she sald, soug
gling closer to him.—Chicago Tribune

Thought It Might Be.

Mrs. Newrocks—I'm determined that
Cynthia's debut shall pass off with
great eclat.

Mr. Newrocks—What's eclat, Maria—
expense - Puck.
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