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FOUR MATCHED HORSES.

They Were Colored Black, Just as
the Dealer Had Saild.

Lord Mansfield, the famous lord chief
justice of England, had a bitter preju-
dice against borse dealers, which, It s
sald, had its rise in a bitter disappoint.
ment be bad experienced at the hands
of vue of them. When be was appolnt
ol lord chief Justice in 1706 he wished
to have four bluck borses without a
white halr for his carriage. After con
plderable difficulty the four Dblack
horses were found and approved, for
they were handsome horses and just
what the lord chief justice wanted.
The price, of course, was a heavy one;
it nlways Is under such clreumstances.
For u thwe all went well and his lord-
ship was well satisfied with his bar-
guin, Then one horse began to develop
a white star and another a white fet-
lock and another was disfigured by a
white blaze—Indesd, ln all of them In
one place or another the hated white
appenred.

The judge sent for the horse dealer
who had supplied the horses and
threatened him with all kinds of palns
and penalties. That worthy, however,
wus not in the least put out by the
wiath of the poble lord, He Insisted
that be bad not misrepresented the
borses on his bIH and polnted out on
that document belng produced that he
had sold o his lordship four hgrses
colored black, This of course did
away with any legal proceedings, but
the Incident was never forgotten by
Lord Manstield, who was scurcely ever
known to give a horse dealer the bene-
fit of the doubt.—Horseman,

Kileptommnnin.

James G. Klernun says that in the
vast majority of cases kleptomania s a
morbid manifestation of peuroses and
psychoses rather than psychosis by It-
welf. In many cases of so ealled klepto-
manla steallng I8 a manifestation of
vielonsness or feeble morality. The ma
jority of cases of both these forms oc
cur 'n the department stores, “Bargain
sales” are determining factors of theft.
Women who are neurasthenie, alcohol
le, opium eaters, hysterical, elimacteric
und senile, from so great a weakening
of the will, fall ready victims to obses
slons and morbld lmpulses. The *“vol
lector” type of kleptomaniac is as a
rule perfectly responsible. “Book
snatehing” Is a besetting viee of bibllo-
maniacs, just as coin and stamp pur
lolning attacks numismatists and phi
latelists. Parisians think it “smart” to
steal sugar and matches from restau-
rants. Not a few sane Americans think
it is equally smart to steal rides on
rallroads.—Alienist and Neurologist.

Formidable Preparations,
“Yassir,” sald Uncle Asbury,
got a daughter in de high school.”
“l suppose you are very proud of
her."

“'Deed 1 I8, An' whut's mo,” she's
gwine ter be a gre't he'p to her father.
Bhe's studyin’ gecmetry at de present
time, an’ she's sayin’ dem lessons over
an’ over ag’'in so's 1 kin hear ‘em.”

“What's that for?"

“Well, sub, T allus was kind o' anx-
fous to preach, but I nebber didn't hab
de words to stand de competition, Now
1 reckons when | stan’s up in front o'
dat congregation an’ gits to tellin® "em
"Bout hypothenuses an' pahlellograms
dey's gwine to rise up an’ admit dat
dey’s listenin’ to language sho’ 'nuff.,”

Writing on Metals,

Take a quarter of a pound of nitrie
acld and hulf an ounce of muriatie
acid, Mix, shake well together, and it
Is ready for use. Cover the place you
wish to mark with melted beeswax.
When ecold, write your Inscription
pluinly on the wax with a sharp instruo-
ment to elear the metal. Then apply
the mixed acids with a feather, care-
fully filling each letter. Let it remain
from one to ten minutes, according to
nppearances desired, then throw In
water, which stops the process, and re-
move the wax.

A Touching Consent.

The Youth—8ir, I came to ask your
cousent to my marriage with your
daughter,

The Old Man—Is your income sufli-
clent to support a wife?

The Youth-It is, and In addition to
that it Is sufficient to enable me to
stand an occasional touch from my
wife's father,

The Old Man—Say no more, young
man. She's yours. Bless you, my son.

An Eagle's Strength.

What tremendous power an eagle ex-
erts when carrylng away a lamb that
welghs, say, sixty pounds or over! 1f
you take the welght of the bird togeth-
er, seventy-six pounds, then it appears
that an eagle can develop more
than two horsepower and must put
a straln of over 1,100 pounds on the
muscles of the wings, which leads one
to think that “birds are stronger than
mathematies.”

Falled to Hecognlze It.

“He sent a copy of his dialect story
down into the country where he stud-
fed the dialect.™

“Aal dld o omuke
gry?’

“Ol, vo; they couldn’t understand it."
—Chicago Post

WVouldn't Make Troabie,

Bhe was not one of these trouble
making women. In fact, she had the
greatest contempt for people of that
kind, 8he sald so herself,

“And she spoke of you, too,” she sald,
fn telling a friend of a eall she had
s de.

“What did she say 7™

“Oh, I'd rather not tell you, dear.
There's no usé making trouble, youn
know.”"—Chicago Post,

She

Aecepted the Rlame,

“l made a great mistake when I ae
eepted you," she said bitterly

“Yes, my dear,” be answered, “but
It's all my fanit.,”

“Your fault?"

“Yoer, It was a foregone conclusion
you'd make that mistake the frst
chance you had. and | ought never to
have given yon the chance.”—Chicago
Post.

Study is the bane of boyhood, the
allment of youth, the Indulgence of
manhood and the restorative of old
age. Landor,
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Do women have sn easler time thao
men in this work a-day world? If you
should ask mavkind they would say,
“Of course they do. Providing they
don't keep a girl, when they straighten
up the house and attend o the ek
dren, that is sll they have to do until
time to gel dinper. They can louuge,
go down town o see Lhe sights and do
a Jittle shopping or stay st howe aud
rend novelsall duy, or visit round smong
the ueighbors talking over family af-
fairs or giving and . receiving the Intest
gussip. On the other band, men just
throw their ¢lothes ou iu their haste o
get an early start, swallow their break-
fust 10 about ten minutes snd then rush
down town and busy themselves in bus-
iness until the noon hour, hurry off
and have their lunch and sre back at
business at 1 o'clock sharp, never leav-
ing until horto'cloek. ' All work asnd no
play makes Juck s dull boy," sud they
sigh when recounting their tale of woe.
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That s their side of the story, Now
we will take another Jlook into ths ka-
leidoscope of life which, strange 10 aay,
ouly shows the dark, unattractive col-
ors when viewed by mankind, of their
own lot in life, but which assume the
radiant, beautiful tints of the rainbow
to their impaired visiou when they
contrast & woman's life with their own
sad fate. This is the picture we get of
the average woman's life: She rises in
the morning unrefreshed by her night’s
sleep, for she has had to attend to the
wants of a sick ehild who moaned and
tossed recklessly in his sleep; he could
nol turn over that she was not by his
side to soothe him by ber presence. She
would only fall Into a light sleep when
their boy Johnny would seream out in
all the terror of a hideous nightmare
and she must bhasten to his side, turn
him over to break the spell and assure
him that he was in his own trundle-
bed.  All too soon the buzz of the alarm
clock aunounced (hat it was 6, and
she must hasten to have Johu Br.'s
breakfust ready for him at 7 o’elock, for
he always wanted plenty of time to eal.
Then the children must be dressed and
have their breakfasts and luneh put up
for those who could pot come home
from school. Then the children were
ofl, swinging their lunch baskets with
the memory of their mother's smile and
sweet voice as she accompanies them to
the gate aud warns them to “be good
¢hildren, study hard and come right
home fromschool.” "Yes'm, we will,"”
sing out the trio, and pass from view
waving their hands tothe patient little
mother who Is ever ready to listen to
all their trials and tribulations aod
wend what they would term broken
bearts with kisses and good adviece,
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Back the mother goes into the house,
The other chuldren wust be dressed for
the day, the baby must have ils bath,
the breakfast dishes washed, beds made
a8 d the house cleaned up generally,
and the sweeping and dusting in itself
was enough to tire her out. The butch-
er, the baker, the vegetable vendersand
possibly bill collectors, come one after
the other; all must be seen and orders
given aud dotted down in her order
book. Lunch time and she must get a
pick-up Ilunch for the little folks at
home, for their expenses are se high
that John Br. grumbles every time the
bills are presented. There is enough
sewing on hand to keep her busy if she
had nothing else to do. John Sr, wili
not wear patched clothes, so they must
be cut down for John Jr., much to hs
disgust. The little girls must have new
dresses, new aprons, ele., besides a stack
of mending to be done. The children
are home from school and rush Into the
house pell-mell and elamor for some-
thing to eat. Down goos the work to
minister to their wants, but she must
run the machine faster to make up for
the disturbance. A neighbor drops in
for a momeont. BShe is too busy to stop
after the first greeting, but merrily
whirls the machine as they talk.
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A hearty dinner must be got, for poor
John Br. has to take his lunch down
town. “How tired" he says he isof
restaurant life. Bhe hada slice of bread
and butter and some peach jum for her
lunch. Poor John Sr, had half a dozen
oysters on the half-shell and a tender,
Juiey steak with fried polatoes, two
cups of coffee and a plece of lemon pi
for his noon meal. Not knowing of
poor John Sr.’s lunch she is worried be-
cause he does not seem to enjoy his
dinner as much as she hoped he w.uld.
From John Sr.’s report she imagines he
never has anything for lunch but some

louguauls sl a vup of wilee or & piece

of pie and & glass of milk, and she men-
ially decides that she will try and have
something better for dinner, something
that will attract hle wartlug appetile.
John Sr. knows the little wife is wor-
ried, but he has not the manliness to
tell her that he feasts daily on the best
in the market but would rather pose as
a ple aud milk martyr at a 10 cent
counter. She, as her pick-up lunch is
enjoyed, wishes that poor John Br,
could have a nice piece of home-made
bread and peach jam instead of the
borrid food he gets down town.
L2 2 2

The dishes are up and the children
in bed, so is John Sr., then out comes
the basket loaded with darning and
patching, and the necdle flies in and
out. The eyelids may droop wearlly,
but she does not complain, for there is
ever a song in her heart; every stitch
she takes is for her darlings. Bhe must
burn the midnight oll if she ever catches
up at all with her work. Poor John
Sr. goes (o a theater one night every
week, sometimes more, for he must

have something to break the monotony

of this humdrum life, for he sits at &
desk every day from 9 until 5 o'clock,
excepl the bour for luseh. Which bas
the hurder | fe? I will leave you to
draw your own conelusions In regard to
the matter.
ases

A Jittle woman, who Is as cheery as a
ericket ou the hearth, said to me the
other day, “Polly, I've got the best
Juke on my busband, and I'm enjoying
it, wo. All of our married life he has
growled becsuse women had such an
vasy time of it, nothing to do from
worning until night except stay home
and mind the babies and fool round the
house, doing up the little work that
ought to be done in vo time. I was
sick and tired bearing of 1t. The place
where he works laid off all the men for
three mouths not long age, sud as be
couldu't get suything else to do, and
we had (0 bave money to live on, neither
uf us wanting to go in debt, | told him
to stay at home sud mind the babies
and | would get work by the day clean-
ing house, AL tirst he didu’t want me
to do it, but finslly counsented and 1
advertised in the papers and gol work
for every day i the week except Sun-
day. My busband said he felt mean to
stay at home and do vothiog, tor the
housekeeping, the cooking and the
minding of the children didu't amount
to anything, and he would be taking
things easy while I went out to make
the livine. The finst day, he said, he
gotalong fine. The nextday he spanked
the bables twice because they bothered
him, and that worrled him, because he
had never laid his hands on them be
fore. Heonly got two beds made and
the kitchen swept, and you would have
never known he had put s broom to it.
He wouldn’t get the children any hot
luneh, whieh they bad been used to,
but mwade them eat crackers and butter.
He always wanted a variety for dinner.
That night we had potatoes builed with
their jackets on until they fell to pieces,
and some bacon fried to a erisp and tes
which was only water, he having for-
gotten to put the tes in the teapot.
The next day he said the chifdren
drove him wild, and he spanked them
again, and the whole house was topsy-
turvey. He put the dinner on to cook
and went out and sat down on the
porch. After awhile a neighbor came
along and told him he thougnt our
house was on fire, for smmoke was com-
ing out of the windows. Both of them
ran in, and there was the dinner cooked
to a cinder and the whole house filled
with smoke. My husband had to go
out and get other things for dinner,
He thinks now a woman's lot is the
hardest thing in the world.
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BRIEF REVIEW

Loss of Lile in 1902,

The loss of human life in 1902 apart
from the ordinary ravages of disease,
was greater than It bas been in any year
for a conslderable period. It is est)-
mated that the deatbs in the West In-
dies caused by volcanie eruptions num-
bered about 50,000, aud thousands more
deaths resulted from a like cause in
other parts of the world. War added
something like 25,000 to 26,000 to the
list of fatalities, the greatest losses of
this character being in the Transvaal,
China, Africa and Venezuela. Deaths
from epidemics aggregate about 385,000
which is estimated as nearly 45,000
more than in the preceding year, while
shipwrecks account for 4200 of the acci-
dental deatbs, or nearly double those
from that cause in 1901, Buicide fig-
ures a grand total of §,251. The num-
ber of deaths caused by murder and ae-
cidents of various kinds will foot up a
large aggregate which cannot be ap-
proximately estimated.

Spontaneous Combustion.

Iron chipe, filings or turnings should
not bestored in a shop in wooden boxes.
The only waste which is not frequent-
ly thrown among them add to the dan}
ger of fire from this source. The
sweepings from the machine shop if
kept on hand should never be placed
over iron shavings. This tuass of disin-
tegrated iron is enough to incite heat
and combustion. Iron and steel filings
and turnings when mixed with oil will
ignite spontaneously after becoming
damp. A steam pipe against wood will
cause the latter to ignite spontaneously
afler being carbonized, particularly.
Steam Leat apart from its contact with
waler forms a gas.

Electrical Cooking Range.

A New York caterer has invented a
cooking range and broiler with which
utensils may be heated on the top of the
stove, above & set of heating coils,
while baking or roasting is taking place,
in a poperly proportioned oven., A
special compartment, designated as the
“broiler bax," can be utilized for broil-
ing. The switches connected with the
several ooils are so arranged that one or
more sels may be used independently.
The broller box can be used indepen-
denliy of the range and can also be
removed from itsshelf and placed upon
a suitable support for individual use,

The largest chureh in the world is
Bt. Peter's, at Rome, accommodating
54,000 persons,

Theatrical stage ;mp.loym have
ninety local unions and more than 4,-
000 mem bers.

Galway, [reland, wants to be made
the home terminal port of the proposed
new Canadian mall route.

The tongue of a seventy-foot whale
has been known to yield as much as &
ton of oil.

A UGerman has invented an electrie
sand pump for cleaning stone build-
ings.

There are about 5,000 women stenog-

raphem in Pittsburg.

NEW YEAR'S CARDS.

They Originated in Japan and Were
Masterpleces of Art. S

In Japan originated the art of <
ing and the custom of exchanging New
Year's cards. Today both are as obeo-
lete in the Flowery Kingdom as Is
New Yepr's calling in the

pussed away to suffer, in their time, let
us hope, a happy revival.

For more than 100 years the desigu
ing and coloring of New Year's cards
vccupled the attention of the foremost
draftsmen and wood engravers of Ja-
pan. They were made at the command
of the noblemen of the emperor's court.
In size they were from 6 to 8 inches,
and each was lnscribed with a poetie
sentiment dictated by the noble giving
the order. They were printed from five
or six blocks, each color requiring, as
In modern color prnting, a separate
block. The blocks were the property of
the noble, who retained or destroyed
them at will. No reprints for another
were ever permitted. A nobleman’s
New Year's card was llke his coat of
arms or his sword. The surimonos, as
Japan's New Year's cards were called,
were designed specially to please some
ladylove.—New York Press.

The FPictare In the Waieh,

The following anecdote is related of
Jerome Bonaparte: He bhad been play-
ing cards until he lost all his ready
money, then pledged his rings and final-
ly lald his watch on the table, It was
a small gold one, the back of which
opened with a spring. A lady overlook-
ing the game admired the watch and
took it up to examine it. On her at-
tempting to open the back Jerome im-
mediately clasped it and sald that must
not be done. His wife, who stood by,
insisted upon knowing what was in it
grew angry, reproached him with hav-
Ing some keepsake of a favorite there
and finally, bursting into tears, quit
the room.

Jerome then opened the watch and
showed to all present that it contained
a beautiful miniature of his first wife,
Betsy Patterson, with the remark,
“You see, I bope, that I could not with
propriety let her see It It was no-
torious that he remained deeply at-
tached to his first wife long efter their
separation,

Swelled the Consclence Fund.

The legislator took up his hat to leave
the statehounse. It was In Connecticut
some years ago. Tucked In under the
sweatband was a roll of greenbacks.
The legislator counted the bills. “H'm!
Five hundred dollars,” he sald, and put
the money into his pocket. Later in the
day he encountered a man with a shif-
ty glance of the eye who asked him,
“Did you, ah, that is, h'm, did yo'una
find anything in your hat?" “Yes, |
found something in my hat” *“Well,
it was a mistake.” “It looked like
one.” “See here, that roll was meant
for another hat, see?’ I see” “As
it's a mistake, I suppose you are will-
lng to rectify it?" *“Not 1" sald the
legislator. *“I'm going to send that
money to the consclence fund. Good
morning."”

Making Up For Lost Time.

Husband (to second wife)—You don't
cook llke Mary, my first wife, used to
do, Alice, he said, in tones of gentle,
exasperating reproof, No, it seems to
me you can't cook like she used to,

On another occasion he remarked:

“You are not so smart at getting
about as Mary was. You don't appear
to catch on where she left off.”

About this time a heavy rolling pin
came in contact with his head.

“What do you mean by that, you
—1" he exclaimed, In agony.

“I am dolng the work that Mary neg-
lected,” she replied,

There was more peace in that fami.
Iy afterward.

Black Bucks of India.

The black buck of India is a very
graceful animal, welghing between
thirty and fifty pounds. The hide of
the male when ful grown is of inky
blackness on the back, while the belly
Is as white as snow the contract being
very striking. The lorns are black and
spiral in shape and in length average
about eighteen inches, although they
have been known t reach twenty-six
inches. The anlmals are usually found
in herds and are dificult to approach
on foot, as the bucks toss their heads
in the air from timeé to time in a very
graceful manner, and some of them are
almost sure to detect any attempt at
stalking.

The Ruling Passion.

A good woman was dying, a woman
who had been a true wife and a loving
mother, a woman with but one weak-
ness—a love of gossip,

Although her time on earth was
short, she was critically watching the
attending physiclan and the nurse as
they talked in subdued whispers of the
result which their united skill had been
powerless to avert.

In response to the summons of the
dying woman her husband approached
her and bent low to ecatch the words
which he expected to be words of love,
Again she turnet] her eyes, from which
the light was fast fading, upon the doc-
tor and the nurse as she sald faintly,
“Do you suppose they are engaged?™

These words were her last,

Benefita From Running.

Kuuning is the great beautitier of fig
ure and movement. It gives muscular
development, strong heart action and
free lung play. The muscle comes
where it ought to be, the shoulders go
back, the loins hold the trunk well bal-
anced. and the feet take their correct
positions. It was running which made
the Greek figure. The more active
tribes of American Indians have been
runners from tme immemorial, and
from the chest to the heels they are
much more beautifully built than the
average of white men. Running peo-
ple have usually the firm but elastic
texture which Is the beauty of fesh,

Mtely,
“No. We wish to eat it on toast. We
seldom have rolls.”—Chicago News.

CHOICE MISCELLANY

Passing of the Moonshiner,

“In & short time there will be no
such things as moonshiners In Ken-
tucky,” sald W. N. Cropper of Lexing-
ton, Ky., to a Loulsville Courler-Jour-
pal reporter. “It used to be that every
stranger who entered the mountains of
Kentucky risked his life and was alto-
gether llable to be shot as a revenue
officer. Now It Is gradually becoming
different. Fortunes are being made in
the oll wells, and the [llleit stills are be
ing abandoned. Rallroads are opening
up the country, and the moonshiner
will die with the present generation. It
Is a fact that & short thue ago the fed-
ernl government spent more money for
suppressing moonshining than it gath-
ered In revenuve, notwithstanding the
fact that Kentucky has a large number
of licensed distilleries.

“Kentucky is going ahead In com-
pany with her sister states, though 1
saw something lately which looked
queer., 1 had been told of an old farm-
er who was in the habit of hitching his
wife up to the plow to take the place of
a mule, 1 went to see him, but was
somewhat disappointed, for he was giv-
Ing the lady a rest. He had his two
sons, fourteen and fifteen years old, re-
spectively, hitched to a bar on the front
of the plow, and every time he got to
the end of the furrow he yelled ‘Haw!
or ‘Whoa!" in the regular way.”

Bachelors and Maldens.

That old question of whether there
are more unmarried men or unmarried
women in this country Is exciting the
statisticians again, and recently an-
other man of figures has come forward
with the declaration that the propor-
tion of unmarried girls and women
was Increasing,

As a matter of fact, it Is steadily
diminishing in the United Btates, and,
as a veteran advocate of the extension
of the legal rights of women has point-
ed out, there are now in the United
States 2,500,000 more single men of
marriageable age than there are single
women, the official figures being as
follows: Unmarried men, 10,448153;
unmwarried girls and women, 7,073,819,

The male population of the United
States, through the excess of male im-
migration and the higher male birth
rate, is more than 1,000,000 in excess
of the female, The span of life Is on
the average longer for a woman than
for a man.,

A Bottle Six Years on the Ocean.

Information from Port Elizabeth,
South Africa, states that a bottle con-
taining three meteorological papers has
been taken from the sea at Cape Re-
ceifle.

The bottle, it seems, was thrown
from the ship Patriarch of Aberdeen
on Sept. 20, 1804, in latitude 40 degrees
8 minutes south and longitude 72 de-
grees 48 minutes east, and the papers
bear the signature of the captain
(Mark Breach) of the vessel, which at
the time was seventy-seven days out
from Antwerp. It Is conjectured from
the nature of the Indian ocean cur-
rents that the bottle was carried east
through Bass strait and around the
Australian continent, thence by way of
Torres stralt Into the tropics and west-
ward across the Indian ocean until the
current landed it at Cape Receiffe.
Thus the distance covered was abour
14,000 miles In 2,200 odd days.—West-
minster Gazette.

Germ HKilllng With Osone.

The first city In Germany and per-
haps in the world to use ozone for the
purification of Iits water supply Is
Behierstein,. Chemists and bacteriolo-
gists have long been famillar with the
germicidal qualities of this form of
oxygen, and a number of attempts
have been made in Europe and Amer-
ica to utilize the principle. Schierstein,
which s a suburb of Wiesbaden, ap-
pears to be a ploneer, though, in the
adoption of the system on a large scale.
An elaborate factory to produce ozone
electrically frov: the atmosphere has
been erected at the waterworks and
has now been turned over to the mu-
nicipality., Similar apparatus has been
installed at Paderborn. Ozone Is used
to purify only drinking water, and
treatment with It Is substituted for
sand filtration, the favorite expedient
In Germany for getting rid of obnox-
lous bacteria.

Servants In Hungary.

The servant problem is different in
Hungary from what It Is here. Appar-
ently servants are so plentiful that the
prefect of Jaszbereny, a Hungarian
town, has dared to lssue the following
decree: “ln view of the fact that do-
mestic servants are getting more and
more In the habit of neglecting thelr
work In order to amuse themselves |
hereby give uotice that any female do-
mestic servant who Is found out of
doors or even on the doorstep of the
house In which she Is employed after
® p. m. will be summarily arrested and
punished by a fine or four days' lm-
prisonment.”

Eandangering the Hash,

While In a reminiscent mood Scnator
Hoar got to chatting about New Eng-
land hospitality. “It is better now than
it used to be,” he sald, “but It will
stand improvement here and there, |
rempemhber how 1 dined not long ago
with a Connecticut farmer, a boyhood
friend of mine. For diuner there was
turkey. It was an excellent bird, and 1
ate of it heartily. 1 sald, ‘John, this
tuitey will waks 2 fire hash tomor-
row.! ‘Yes, George, it wili,' the fwimer
answered, ‘provided that you leave off
now." "

Paper to Prevea! Reform.

The notorious LI Luen Ying has start-
ed a native paper In Peking with the
flowing name of Dally Imperial News.
The empress dowager Is the patron of
this organ, and she has ordered all the
officials to subscribe to the paper. The
object of the journal is to retard re
form.

Appreciation.

“How did you like the music at the
”‘?;ru Torque and 1 got lnto such a
discussion ahout its beauty and tech-
pie that 1 really badp't a chance to lis
ten to 1t.”"—Baltimore Herald.

A Tractable Memory.
“] see you don't remember me, sir.”
“No, air; 1 don't.”
“I'm Binks. | owe you $30.”
“Ah! Now that you mention the—ah
-sum, | remember you perfectly.”—
Detroit Free Press.

lon a recent Thursday night.

NEW SHOR’I_‘_JSTORIES

A Petition In Rhyme.
Probably the most unique and orig
inal application for office of which
there Is record was one received at the
war department last week. It was
bheaded “An old veteran's petition to
Becretary Root” and ran as follows:

Dear Mr. Root, please list awhile;

My poem may be off in style;

To catch your ear is my Intention

And my request to briefly mention.

Of my own necessities | must sing,

For 1 beiong 19 no political ring.

When they were wearing clouts and
britches,

I was picketing in Union ditches,

And yet 1 do not druw a pension,

A fact | think worth while to mention,

To state facts |s only falr;

I neither drink nor chew; | somelimes
swear,

In your department 1 would like & berth;

Would prove myself of excellent worth.

Upon my own merits | ask for the place

And hope you will soon enter me In the
race.

In the war for the Unlon we brothers four

Were volunteer soldiers. Could we be

more? ’
We obeyed all commands In success and
defeat

And were always ready to beat a retreat.

Three yet survive, one has answered the
call

That sooner or later our fate must befall

A thousand a year, let it be more or less,

Would keep us in grub and allow some-
thing for dress,

I won't ask politiclans; 1 have no servile
knee;

I stood erect In the ranks like one that is
free,

And so, Mr. Root, to you I appeal

For a kind consideration; 'tis this way 1
feel,

That one gray haired wveteran out of
brothers four

Bhould get an appolntment; we sak for no
maore,

1 think you will read this as & matter of
course,

Then turn It over and on the back indorse

The name of some magazine In need of a
verse; »

They print much that is better and much
that is worse,

“l am very sorry,” sald Secretary
Root in reply, “that I cannot secure the
services of an old soldler who is such
an accomplished poet, but all the civil-
fan places In the war department were
put under the civil service rules by an
act of congress, passed at the last ses-
slon, and all appointments now have to
be made from the elvil service lists. As
I understand it, veterans have a pref-
erence In such an examination, but
they have to get on to the list before
they can be appointed. 1 do not know
whether the examination Includes ver-
gifieation, but If so you would undoubt-
edly be successful.”"—Washington Star.

The General's Kinduness,

A recently appointed second lleuten-
ant in the army made his first public
appearance at the president’'s reception
He had

“THAT THING YOU ARE WEARING I8 A
SWORD, NOT A HURDLE.

some difficulty with his sword and

tripped over It several times while he

was in the line.

“Young man,” sald Major General
Corbin 1n a most kindly manner, “that
thing you are wearing Is a sword, not a
hurdle."—Washington Post.

Something Hare.

At the Tilden club not long ago
Frank H. Brooks was among those
who walked up to shake hands with
ex-President Grover Cleveland.

“Mr. Cleveland,"” sald Mr. Brooks, “I
am very glad to see you. I owe you
the only political bonor 1 ever had.”

“How was that?' asked Mr. Cleve-
land.

“You appolated me consul to Triest.”

“Abh, Indeed! How did you like
Triest?”

“l didn't go there. You afterward
changed the appolntment to consul
general at 8t. Petersburg, the salary
of the Trieat consulship not being such
as 1 could accept.”

“Well, how 1d you like 8t. Peters
burg?’

“1 didn't go there either. Family rea-
sons compelled me to decline that ap-
pointment also.”

“Shake hands again,” sald the ex-
president. “l1 bhave had some honor in
my time, but never before, to my
knowledge, have [ bhad the distin-
gulshed honor of shaking hands with a
Democrat who refused two offices.' -
New York Times.

“Umnele Joe's” Parody.
“John,” said “Uncle Joe” Cannon to
Representative Twalzell of Pittsburg, “1
was out In your town the other day,
and [ stand for all they say about Its
smoke. And, Jobhn, did you ever hear
the Pittsburg version of ‘Mary Had a
Little Lamb? "
“No,” Dalzell replled, "1 ecan’'t say
that ¥ have.”
“Well,"” sald “Uncle Joe,"” with appro-
priate gestures, “this is it:
“Mary had a llttle lamb,
Its Meece was white an snow;
It followed her to Pittsburg,
And now look at the dum thing.”

Mismatchea.

Mrs. Greene—They tell me your bus-
band has been decorated by some for-
elgn ruler.

Mrs. Brown—Yes, but it's only a bit
of ribbon, and it doesn't match my
complexion at all. When Charles wears
it anywhere, he’ll have to go without
me.—Boston Transcript.

About three days after a man returns
from a trip his friends begin to think
up something to change the subject
when they see him coming.—Atchison

FACTS IN FEW LINES

Plumbers in England recelve $10.34
a week,

Christmas day, 1876, was the wettes!
In the past century.

Permission to reside In Canada bas
been given to a large number of British
reseryists.

Navy men are subseribing for a mon-
ument at Erie, Pa., to the late Cap
taln Charles V., Gridley,

A liguid gluoe may be made by put-
ting naphtha In a wide necked bottle
and dissolving shellac in It

The Russian department of agricul-
ture has allotted $30,000 o lncrense
the export of Biberian butter,

One hundred years ago there were
five carriages to eack 100 people In
Euglund, Now there are beventeen.

The toonage of merchaut ships In
course of coustruction In Great Britalu
Is less than at any time slnce 1897,

Within the past five years the labor
organizations of New York state have
inereased In wembership 75 per cent.

Eighty-Aive ypars was the average
age of the last four persons buried in
Crediton churehyard, Devon, England.

Long stretches of Russian rallways
are rendered ldle by the tepst, and bun-
dreds of vessels are frozen up {n the

rivers,

It Is estimated that the number of
Bibleg Issued last year from all the
printing presses was over 7,300,000
coples.  Blble studying is increasing.

An old painting representing the
apostles recently came to light in Bel-
glum, where It was bought for $10, 1t
proved to be a genulne Albert Durer,
waorth $200,000, which was stolen from
the royal gallery at Munich some years
ngo,

Electrically operated shears, gulded
by hand, elip the fleece from an aver
age sheep lu three minutes. The fast-
est -operators with handpower shears
require eight minutes to the sheep.
The electrical elipper has the form of
the barber's clipper.

Spencer Trask of New York and
George Foster Peabody of Brooklyn
lmve a force of workmen employed In
remodeling Crosbyside, a botel on Lake
George, where they wiil establish a va-
cation home for the young women toll-
ers of New York clty,

Tarilf was originally the name of &
Moorish chief who, having a port In
Spain, near Glbraltar, was accustomed
to levy toll on passing vessels. His
toll became a regularly understood
thing, und the amount was added to
the price of the goods.

The London Sunday School wunlon
proposes to  celebrate its  centenary
next July by a forward movement

which shall gather 1,000,000 new schol-
ars Into the Bunday schools of Great
Britaln, To teach these 100,000 new
teachers will be needed.,

The constant widening of the scope
of school courses I8 Instanced by the
recent introduction of classes in gar
dening, housework, weaving and bas-
ket making In the Hyaonnls (Mass.)
normal school and a course In millinery
in the Boston public schools.

The original record book of the con-
ference of Baptist ministers in Massa-
chusetts has been discovered in the
vaults of the Missionary union, Tre-
mont temple, Boston. It was formed
In May, 1820, The book Is of much ln-
terest and value and worthy of careful
preservation,

There Is only one Amerlcan motor
car known to any extent in Belgium,
and that le run by steam. Though it
operates very smoothly, it is yet a ques-
tlon as to whether its extreme light-
ness will stand the wear and tear of
the roughly paved streets and high-
roads of the country.

The United States has 200,000 miles
of railways, upon which there are 548
employees for each 100 miles, The
cost of operating these roads with
steam power s $502,600,000 a year,
but to carry on the same amount of
work with men and horses would cost
the country $11,908,600,000,

The writing telegraph system, In
vented by a Baltimorean, bas been
andopted for commerclal purpcses In
Germany and 18 now being tested with
a view to its adoption In several other
European countries. As ls well known,
the system depends on the wave meth-
od, but the installation is comparative-
ly simple.

The Christian Endeavorers of Amer-
lea have built twenty-nine churches In
destitute portions of the United States.
Twenty-one of these have been bullt
by the Christian Endeavor Missionary
League of the Reformed Church In
America. The Christian Endeavor
gifts from this denomination during
the past year have amounted to $10,-
470,

Hawallan fuel has heretofore been
coul from Australia chiefly. Within a
year this will be entirely superseded
with fuel from Californla, with a sav-
ing of 35 to 00 per ceut In cost. Con-
tracts have already beeu signed for the
delivery of 750,000 barrels of fuel oll
per anpum in Hawall, and within a
year the consumption will be 1,000,000
barrels per annum.

Slpce Japan has gone to school In
Europe and America her Influence
throughout the east has been steadily
growing. In the Iuterlor of China,
wWheére no Earopesn werchnnt bas ever
thonght of going, the Japanese are lo
cating themselves, and in Manchuria,
where Russin Is supposed to have su-
preme control, the Japanese tradesmen
outnumber the Russinns Aty to five.

Bo many cases of troublesome short
elreniting of electrie wires have oo
curred receutly by owls, crows, hawks,
eagles, ete, lghting on the wires that
the Electrical Review suggests the ex-
pedient of putting scarecrows on the
tops of the poles, The electrical invent-
ors have found ways to head off most
of the technical troubles of electric dis-
tribution, but these pranks of anlmale
are more difficult to prevent.

Sl In the Family,
Juck—My grandfather bad a fine col
lection of sliver, which he bequeathed
to my father on condition that it should
always remain in the family,
Ethel—Then you have It still?
Jack—Well—er—my uncle bas It.

On the Shore.

“How sweet It would be to live alone
with you In yonder lighthouse!” he
whispered, tenderly,

“Yes,” she murmured abstractedly,
;::l do light bousekeeping.”—Smart




