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ALLIGATORS AS BOATMATES
Kassrlsacs With Ou. That Had B..a 

Assareatly Killed.
Alligators move rapidly under water, 

are hard to see, harder to hit, and ths 
harpoon will penetrate only the least 
accessible portions of the body. Nor 
does the title to the bide necessarily 
pass with maklug fast the weapon.

One afternoon in the t'beesebowlts- 
kse river I harpooned a large alligator 
which towed me up and down the 
stream for an hour or two and then 
sulked lu its deepest part. I pulled on 
the Hue until the boat was directly 
over him and stirred him up with the 
harpoon pole. He rolled himself up on 
the llue lu the manner peculiar to 
afaarka and alligators and banged the 
boat suggestively. We rowed to the 
bank and. making fast to some bushes, 
hauled ou the line until we succeeded 
in worrying him nearly to the l>ost, 
wiieu be rose to the surface aud at­
tacked us with open mouth. We re­
pelled the attack with harpoon pole 
and rifle. The former was promptly 
bitten In three pieces, but the latter ap­
parently finished him. It was so nearly 
dark that we decided to carry him in 
the skiff a mile down the river to where 
our sloop was anchored. We broke the 
seats out of the boat and together man­
aged to lift the head of the alligator 
aboard aud tie It. We theu tied the 
other end. when the reptile came to 
life and lauded a blow with his tall 
which lifted me out of the skiff into 
the saw grass, with the breath knocked 
out of my body aud my hand aud face 
badly cut by the grass.

Boat and boatmeu were capsized. As 
my ride had fortunately been left upon 
the bank, I was able to kill the alliga­
tor again. We secured bln: by floating 
the boat under him and then balling It 
out. The alligator completely tilled the 
boat, so that my companion and I sat 
upon bls back as we paddled down the 
river with gunwales unpleasantly near 
the water.

It was growing dark, and the water 
around us was becoming alive with 
alligators. While we were reflecting 
upon our overloaded condition our alli­
gator came to life again and shifted 
ballast uutil water poured over the 
guuwale. We quickly balanced the 
boat, only to see It again disturbed and 
to ship more water. A scramble for the 
shore followed, which we reached with­
out capsizing and where we left our 
victim for the night after again killing 
him. In the morning our buzzard 
friend from the Homosassa river, sur­
rounded by his family, was sitting 
above him la the tree waiting for us to 
attend to our carving duties.—Country 
Life In America.

Blessed are the Prohibition towns, 
for they are tbe ouly ones that can feel 
assured of safety, for Carrie Nation is 
on the way to thia eoast with her little 
hatebit, aud she is a terror to evil­
doers. Carrie mtaus ail right, but ber 
methods are something startliug, par­
ticularly to those who are engaged Ui 
the busmens she abhors, aud liasavowed 
to si>eiid ber life in rooting out the evil. 
According to a daily paper, Carrie Na­
tion stopped at El Paso on her way to 
lx» Angeles aud attempted to break up 
the Bio Grande saloon in Juraez iu ber 
own unique style, but forewarned was 
forearmed, aud she found a saloon­
keeper who could uot be blutted. Tbe 
article also stated that while crossing 
the river she grabbed cigars from the 
mouths of two Catholic priests and lec­
tured them ou tbe bad habit oi smok­
ing, as well as the dangerous habit they 
were setting for others. Just before ar­
riving iu El Paso she was asked to join 
in a game of cards, aud when asked 
wbat game she played, replied, “pitch,” 
and tbe next moment she bad gathered 
up tbe cards and thrown them out of 
the wiudow. It took them completely 
by surprise, for it was a game they were 
not at all familiar with. A gentleman, 
upon reading the above report, ex­
claimed, “Shades of George Washing­
ton ! Carrie Nation is ou ber way to Cal­
ifornia with ber little hatchet; uow 
there will be more war and history iu 
which tbe little hatchet will figure. 
Hhe may be first lu war, but she wou’t 
be first iu peace by any means.” "Il 
depends on how you spell it,” answered 
bis friend. “According to reports she’ll 
be first If you spell it ‘ piece,’ for win 
dow glass and bar fixtures 
wherever she goes.”

»»»»
Carrie Nation’s method of 

the liquor traffic has done
more harm than good, and her actious 
are uot approved by the majority of tbe 
W. C. T. U. Some few, who are possi­
bly embittered by wbat they have bad 
to endure in the past, by seeing the 
bright, promising lives of those they 
loved wrecked while their money went 
over the gambling table and the bar, 
might sanction her mauner of dealing 
will) the topic. Others have broken 
hearts as well, but they sutler in silence 
and will not go to the extremes that 
Carrie Nation has. Huch a course will 
not l>e productive of tbe best results, 
and instead of aiding the cause of tem­
perance she is placing obstacles in the 
way of those who are tailoring for pro­
hibition.

training that made tbe polished, re­
fined sud thoughtful peopled the days 
gone by.” “Grandma ueeds to broaden 
SMit In her views,” repled the daughter, 4 
with a grimace at her mother, which 
did not eacape the grandmother.

•' ■«
“Husie Simple’s” letter eomes aluug 

with two or three others iu tbequestiou 
box. Hhe says: “Folly, do relieve my 
miud aud tell me whether they are go­
ing to wear tbe coarse applique lace 
this summer. 1 spent all my spare 
lime durmg the past wiuler making 
elaborate trimming aud collars, aud 
was informed the other day that it was 
uot going to be worn, and I would be 
out of date iu my fluery. If that ta the 
case I have bad all my trouble for 
uotbiug, for it will be ages to come be­
fore fashion repeats itself aud this coarse 
lace is sgaiu in vogue. If my frieud ta 
right, 1 am very much dtaappoluted.” 
You cau calm your fears, “Susie Him- 
ple,” for you will uot have to lay your 
pretty lace away iu lavender until 
Dan e Fashion gives auother whirl to 
the wheel of fortune that will make 
this lace again popular. You should 
see some of the show-windows iu the 
b ggest and most up-to-date stores iu 
this city. They are tilled with lace 
capes falliug well over the shoulders, 
and the smaller capes, collars and trim­
mings in various designs. It looks uow 
as if it was to be worn ou everything, 
from loug cloaks and heavy suitings 
dowu to the daiuty foulards and sum­
mer Bilks.

THE TARTAR CUE. CHOICE MISCELLANY; HUMOR OF THE HOUR FACTS IN FEW LINES

will suffer

attacking 
the ■■ause

UNPLANTED CORN
It Has a liable of Gettln* taeasy la 

the Spring.
"It beats all,” said a Bergen county 

farmer, "wbat curious things we find lu 
nature that we can’t explain. You kin 
go over a lot of 'em, and there's yet 
one that you can’t tell me why it is. 
That's corn heatin’ up In the spring.

"You take a lot of corn. I don’t care 
If it's whole corn or cracked corn or 
cornmeal. You keep It In any kind of 
storehouse the common granary, like 
we have ou the farms, or the stone or 
brick bulldin', like many of the gro­
cers aud feed dealers have It In. Wheu 
It comes corn plantin’ time, that coru 
of youru *11 git oneasy. Boon's the 
blades start out of the ground, then 
you'll have to hustle to save your grain.

"Seems as when the time comes along 
fur corn to be planted the corn In the 
bags, no matter what shape It’s In, be­
gins to beat up, and when the planted 
coru begins to grow what you've got 
stored will git so hot It’ll fairly smoke. 
You've got to take It out of the bags 
aud spread it out so It'll cool off or 
you'll lose It all. In a few days It’ll 
cool dowu again, and you won't have 
no more trouble with it durln' the sum­
mer, no matter bow hot the weather 
glta. It’s jest when the planted corn 
starts: that's all.

"Curious? Of course It's curious or 
I wouldn't speak of it I might under­
stand how whole con: would act that 
way, but when It comes to cracked corn 
aud cornmeal then It's too much fur 
me. And I'll bet you can’t tell why It 
is, 'cept It’s Jest nature tryin' to assert 
herself.”—New York Mall and Express.

««««

««««
Hpeakiugof foulards reminds me that 

I must not neglect to tell you that the 
flaming patterns in foulards, which 
have been the rage for the past two sea­
sons, are not fashionable this year. 
They will be worn to some extent, but 
the late foulards are of the satin fin­
ished variety, in pale and almost indis­
tinct colorings. Pongee will be oue of 
tiie most popular in the light silk fab­
rics this season. It will be trimmed in 
lace of the same shade, or combined 
with light blue velvet or some other 
delicate Bhade. They make the dressiest 
of little costumes and are very becom­
ing to most people.

««««
While I am on the subject of fashions 

I want to tell you of a very pretty hat 
I saw on a six teen-year-old girl the 
other day. It was one of the uew 
Spring novelties and was a rather large 
picture hat of tine white chip with 
broad white double satin-faced ribbon 
brought round the crowu aud tied in a 
handsome bow with short ends. Bound 
tiie edge of the front of the bat was a 
single row of beautiful pansies that ex­
tended round the sides aud eudpd in 
three orfourof the |iansies falling grace­
fully on either side, it was a beautiful 
creation of the milliner’s art.

to Bo Worn Oal •* Or»«**“*« 
to tba Morse.

Herbert Allan Giles in “China and 
the Chluree” says that there are 
Htrunge miicoDceptioiMi M to tbe iumu* 
Ing of the Chinese cita, which has 
really been worn by that nation for 
only about ”50 years.

It was Imposed by tbe Manti-boo Tar­
tar«, the present rulers of Chins, aa a 
badge of couquest. Previous to 1644 
the Chinese clothed themselves and 
dressed their hair like the modern Jap­
anese that is, like tbs Japanese who 
still wear what ta lucorrectly known 
as the "beautiful native dress of Ja- 
pau.” Aa a matter of fact, the Japan­
ese borrowed their dress as well as 
their literature, philosophy aud early 
art from tbe Chinese. The Japanese 
dress ta that of the Ming period tn 
China, 1368 to 1644.

But when* did tbe Mautchoo Tar­
tars get the cue? They depended as a 
race almost for their existence upon 
the horse. The accepted theory ta that 
out of gratitude and respect for hta 
noble ally the Tartar, so far as be 
could, took on himself the equine form 
and grew a cue In Imitation of a 
horse's tall. This somewhat grotesque 
theory might fall to tbe ground save 
that it ta supported by striking evi­
dence.

official coats as seen in China at the 
present day are made with peculiar 
sleeves, shaped like a horse's leg and 
ending iu an unmistakable hoof, cov­
ering tbe baud, which are kuowu as 
"horseshoe sleeves.” Incased therein 
a Chlnamau’s arms look much like a 
horse’s fore legs. The tail completes 
the picture.

Sals

Coffee Chewing.
"Coffee chewing,” says a doctor, “is 

a habit easily contracted, for the taste 
of the crisp roasted berries Is not un­
pleasant, and the exhilaration, the stim­
ulus. that the berries give is quite as 
marked as that which would be obtain­
ed from a glass or two of beer or from 
a drink of whisky.

“It is this exhilaration, I am convinc­
ed, that causes the habit to be formed 
and that makes it a bard habit to break 
away from. It should be broken away 
from. Its effects are highly injurious. 
They are more injurious than those of 
tobacco chewing.

“The coffee chewing habit wrecks the 
nerves, it makes the skin sallow and it 
destroys the appetite. I have bad oc­
casion to treat a number of men for it. 
I always advise such men to break off 
by imperceptible degrees; to give three 
or four months to the task. Some suc­
ceed and some do not. Men who work 
in coffee plants find It almost impossi­
ble to succeed.”—New York Tribune.

Lara la Japai.
railway of Shikoku has

■sf'l
The banukl 

arranged to have Its refreshment cars 
served by waitresses, says the Japan 
Times. Every train includes one such 
car, and each has a waitress as attend­
ant. Thia arrangement was started a 
tew mouths since, and the girls were 
■elected from about thirty applicant« as 
haviug the following qualifications: 
Flrat, a passable personal appearance; 
second, education; third, good health: 
fourth, giKsl conduct, and fifth, an ab­
solutely respectable past. The waitress­
es rank as officials of the railway and 
are under the following regulatiomi: 
First, lialr to be dressed In the agetuak* 
styles- resembling a Greek helmet; aec- 
and, costume to consist of a kimono of 
au Improved style and a brown skirt; 
third, the girls to rest morning or aft­
ernoon by turns and every sixth day; 
fourth, the girls ou duty to behave with 
military discipline, to take no "tips,” to 
refrain from chatter with the passen­
gers, and when passengers are in the 
carriage to stand In the corner of the 
carriage. Among the girls who have 
entered the service are many from re­
spectable families, and they have be­
haved well and decently. The company 
had apprehended that passengers might 
behave vulgarly toward them, but hap­
pily every respect has been paid to 
them, and the railway authorities con­
sider the service a success.

I

• waiting the

villain, push 
tbe dungeon

Hspoated.
The play had reached the climax of 

the third act. and the audleuce lu the 
primitive opera house of the froutier 
village sat breathlessly 
outcome.

"Ah, ba-a!” snarled the
Ing often the door of
where the hero lay bound in chains.

"Ah, ha-a, Montgomery Murgatroyd. 
you are In my power st last! Your 
hour has <-ome!”

The villain drew a long knife from 
bis belt and advanced upon his victim.

“1 will give you one minute to say 
your prayers!” he hissed savagely, 
raising the knife above the head of the 
helpless wretch.

At this moment Grissly Hauk, the 
village desjterado, rose In hla seat.

“I’ardner,” be said, addressing the 
villain, “I reckon this 1s the place wbar 
I was to git up an* offer to be oue of 
three men to take ye out an* bang ye, 
but I back out.”

Here he threw a five dollar gold- 
piece on the stage.

"Thar's the money ye gin me fur 
agreeln’ to make the spiel!” be ex­
claimed “I weaken, ¡tard. I didn't 
know what an inferually bad actor be 
was. Go ahead an' kill ’lm!”—Chicago 
Tribune.
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Writing on Wood.
Some persons are of the opinion that 

the first writing was upon thin pieces 
of wood. From their convenience this 
aeems probable. Such boards were used 
at an early period by the Greeks and 
Romans, and were frequently covered 
with wax, which was of course more 
easily written upon than the bare 
wood. Where wax was used errors were 
readily erased by rubbing with the 
blunt end of the piece of metal which 
nerved for a pen. To make the writing 
more visible it appears that some black 
substance was smeared over the sur­
face of the white wax and remained in 
the scratched marks.

As Effaslve Coal bias« Ion.
Waggsby—Gracious! If young 

rox and Miss Blublud are so fortunate 
as to have tbelr marriage blessed with 
children, the rising generation will be 
terrible talkers.

Naggsby—Why so?
Waggsby—Why, If "money talkB" aud 

"blood will tell," their progeny will in­
herit" two mighty'strung muueemeuts 
to be communicative.—Baltimore Amer­
ican.

Cot­

j Mrs. G. W. Prescott, widow of the 
late Colonel G. W. Prescott of San 
Francisco, lias decided to turn her mag- 
nifleent* residence in the pretty little 
town of Cloverdale, Honouia county, 
into a home for aged women. It Is one 
of the handsomest and most costly 
places iu the northern part of the State 
and comprises thirty acres, all beauti­
fully laid out and planted. In addition 
there is a large conservatory filled with 
rare and beautiful flowers. The entire 
place Is shaded by eucalyptus treesand 
is situated at a slight elevation above 
Cloverdale. It is an ideal place for 
such a home, aud Polly can imagine 
what a Jia ven of rest it is going to be to 
the aged womeu, who have reached a 
time in life when they realize that tbelr 
presence is not very welcome, even 
among their own people. Their day of 
helpfulness has gone by; they are too 
slow, too much of an old fogy to suit 
the young peopleofthe house,and they 
realize that they are simply endured 
because of relationship and what the 
world may say were they turned adrift. 
Many of these old people sutler untold 
pain and sorrow iu silence, aud the fear 
that they will be in the way and con­
sidered a nuisance, particularly by the 
younger generation, whom they dearly 
love, makes life unitearable. Many 
women, who were considered bright 
and fascinating in their day, cannot get 
used to the new order of things, and 
this beautiful Prescott home will shel­
ter many a glad and thankful heart. 
It will be a far greater monument to 
Mm. Prescott than the endowment of a 
college or the erection of a beautiful 
building or fitting out some scientific 
expedition iu her name. It is filling 
aged hearts with thanksgiving and 
bringing peace, to know that here they 
can find an abiding place until death 
summons them to their final home. 
Here they are welcome. What a bright 
and shining record their greatful hearts 
will be for the one who has filled their 
last days with peace, happiness and 
comfort.

BRIEF REVIEW

Jupiter and its Red.
In one of liis interesting notes in Na­

ture, W. F. Denuing gives an almtract 
of the history of the famous red spot on 
Jupiter He tells us that acceleration of 
movement apparent in this spot lias 
tieen noticed for some time past. Dur­
ing last summer the movement was es­
pecially Intensified. The rotation peri­
od for twenty-three years of tbe spot 
had sbowu an increasing retardation, 
the jterlod lengthening from 9 h. 5ft min. 
34 sec. to nearly 9 h. 55 mln. 42 sec. 
Then, in 1891, It declined by one second 
and in the present year its period is9 h. 
56 min 3j seconds. What is highly in­
teresting to astronemers is the concur­
rent development of a big marking, ir­
regular in shape and of a dusty hue in 
the same area of tbe planet. Mr. Den­
ning suggests that this second marking 
may have exerted au influence on the 
rate of motion of the red spot, which in 
tbe present year, appeared to be envir­
oned by the new spot. The recounting 
of these and other details show us tbe 
difficulties which attend the observa­
tion of a planet like Jupiter. We are 
also taught thereby tbe need tor tbeac­
cumulation of accurate details, from the 
mass of which the astronomy of the 
future may be enabled to draw trust­
worthy conclusions concerning the his­
tory of the orb.

When lee Covered Karo>e.
During the long tertiary epoch, when 

opossums disported themselves on the 
site of Paris and mastodons tramped 
along the valley of the Thames, the 
earth was in the throes of mountain 
maklug. The Alps, the Himalayas, 
the Alleghanies, the Andes, attest the 
power of her activity in those days. At 
their termination our continents stood 
greatly higher than they do now, and 
this aided their glaciation, although It 
does not fully uccount for It.

But as they became loaded with Ice 
Europe and America gradually, and we 
may venture to say contemporaneously, 
sank. This wus inevitable. Owing to 
the extreme beat and pressure prevail­
ing In Its interior the earth is an em­
inently elastic body. Its surface ac­
tually bulges in or out with a very 
Blight Increase or decrease of the load 
upon It.—Edinburgh Review.

Mik Adalteratloa. 
country Is not the only 

unconsidered trifles are snapped
oneThis 

where 
up by manufacturers and put to prac­
tical use. In China the down of the 
thistle Is gathered and mixed with raw 
•Ilk so Ingeniously that even experts 
•ra deceived when the fabric is woven. 
It Is also used to stuff cushions 
substitute for eiderdown, and a 
good substitute It makes.

as a 
very

Disinterested Friendship.
The majority of men recognise 

Ing In human affairs as good unless It 
yields some return, and they love those 
friends most—aa they do their cattle— 
from whom they hope to obtain the 
moat profit. Thus they lack that loveli­
est and moat natural form of friendship 
which la sought for its own sake only, 
nor do they know from experience how- 
beautiful and how lofty eucb friend 
SMuta

noth

»»»»
Polly heard a fcartesn-year-old girl 

say to her grandmother the other day, 
“Ob, you old people make me tired. 
You an* always telling what you did 
when jrou were young, Md don’t seem 
to remember that times have changed 
and we are not so precise and particular 
as you were when you were young. 
Things are different now, and I believe 
In a girl doing Just as she pleases. Hhe 
knows whether it is beet fur her to go 
to a party, and whether she should 
dance with this boy and that one. Hhe 
has a better chance than you do for 
knowing these things, for you're not 
out in society and you don’t know how 
things have changed.” The mother 
listened to this tirade of censure for the 
grandmother from this mere child, but 
smiled at what she termed the bright­
ness of her daughter, and remarked, 
“ You know, mother, things have 
changed since you were a girl. Things 
that were looked upon with horror In 
in your day and considered extremely 
bad taste are condoned to-day.” "I’m 
sorry to hear it,” replied the grand­
mother, “for the young people of to-day 
show that they are sadly lacking iu the

Will Live on Air Alone.
Edgar Wallace Couable claims 

have discovered that the entire world 
has been living for centuries in igno­
rance of the true secret of life. He as­
serts that man only punishes his body 
by using food; that the real alimentary 
diet is pure air taken constantly. To 
secure good returns from this diapha­
nous diet he says the lungs have to be 
specially developed so that their infla­
tion aud capacity is almost double their 
present normal. For the benefit of the 
incredulous he has just completed a 
fifteen days’ fast, during which hespent 
the entire Hate In hard physkwi ¡wool. 
He is >o enthusiastic over the results 
that be lias persuaded a numl«r of 
students to give his theory a practical 
application. He bav rent'd t- email 
cottage outside town where he feeds 
his patients on the rarest cold air.

to

Speed of the Palae.
The rate of pulsation depends entire 

ly on the movements of the heart, each 
beat representing u contraction of the 
left ventricle. The normul pulse of the 
adult male varies from sixty to eighty 
beats In the minute. The range of the 
individual variation Is. however, very 
great. The range In females Is even 
greater, some having a pulse rate of 
over eighty, others less than sixty, the 
majority showing a higher rate than 
males.

In children the rate Is more frequent: 
At birth, 128 to 144; first year, 120 to 
130; at sixteen years, ninety. In old 
nge the pulse Is usually above seventy 
two, but often also between fifty and 
sixty. The pulse rate is higher in short 
than tall persons and also varies some­
what with the time of day, independent 
of meals atid movement, diminishing in 
the forenoon, rising In the afternoon, 
sinking during the night and rising In 
the morning. Habitual pulse rates be­
low fifty-six and as low as forty-six 
have been observed In healthy adults, 
but they are rare exceptions. We know 
of no case on record of a healthy pulse 
so low as thirty.

Home of the people who think they 
were born to command do not discover 
their mistake until they get married.

A man can never liecome a true gen­
tleman in inauner until be has become 
a true gentleman at heart.

The higher a man’s character the 
leas he need concern himself about his 
reputation.

When a man pays as he goes, he al­
ways gets a welcome i>ack.

A man’s good work lives after him, 
but It tan'st Always identified.

In order to be a gentleman many a 
num has forgot himself.

His list Bath.
“I had a law partner once In Missis­

sippi.'* said a southern lawyer, “who 
Itegnn to feel the effects of long years 
of hard work at his profession, and be 
was advised by his physician to go te 
tbe Arkansas hot springs and take the 
baths. The day of his arrival an at­
tendant shut*him up In a bathroom 
and. giving him a thermometer, told 
him to let the hot water run until It 
had reached a certain temperature and 
t!w* tn shut it off.

"The old fellow had more clear grit 
than any man I ever knew. When tbe 
attendant went back an hour later, my 
partner was standing up in a tub of 
bulling not Water. The sain Was fair­
ly cooked off bls feet, but be vowed 
he wouldn’t get out until tbe speclti<*d 
temperature had been registered. He 
was holding the thermometer up in 
front of bls face Instead of puttiug It 
in the water."

Realistic.
He—I had a realistic dream last night. 
She—Indeed! Wbat was It?
’’Ob, I dreamed 1 had proposed to 

you aud you bad turned me over to 
your father.”

“Yes, yes. And what did father say?"
“Ob, 1 don't know. I only know I 

woke up and found myself ou 
floor.”—Yonkers Statesman.

ths

■■BBT Day.
“What are you writing?” asked 

freshman.
“Just dropping a line to my governor, 

wishing him many happy returns of 
the day,” replied the sophomore.

“Why, Is this his birthdayt' 
“No; pay day. He sent me • check 

thia mornlug.“-Philadelphia Press.

the

The Toniiues of Johanneabari.
Johannesburg is a town of many 

tongues. You might walk from one end 
of Commissioner street to the other and 
at each of Its very numerous cross­
ings hear a different lingo spoken. The 
court of Justice is a veritable tower of 
Babel. Within its walls all sorts of lan­
guages are spoken.

One moment the witness box will be 
occupied by a sturdy black "clicking” 
like a couple of bones In the hands of a 
clever manipulator, the next you may 
hear the elegant French language be­
ing unmercifully murdered. Provision 
Is made for interpreting some twenty 
tongues.

Besides the many native lingos— 
Amaxosa, Basuto, Zulu, Fingo, etc.— 
you may from time to time bear such 
languages as Livonian, Greek, Yiddish, 
German, Assyrian, Turkish, Spanish, 
French, Chinese, lllndoostanee. Arabic, 
Dutch, Russian, Japanese, Portuguese 
—and, as the Bong says, “many more 
besides.”

Appeadlclll..
An Egyptian mummy of 2,000 years 

ago recently examined showed evi­
dences of having died of appendicitis, 
so that the dlseuse is not by any means 
new. Four hundred cases were oper­
ated on In London hospitals last year, 
all but ten successfully. Sir Francis 
Treves has operated with success on 
100 consecutive cases. It la said that 
the modern tine flour is one of its 
causes. The Increasing occurrence of 
the trouble has opened a new field for 
Insurance in England. One of the most 
prominent firms In Lloyd’s has made a 
new departure In the form of policies 
Insuring against appendicitis. For a 
premium of 5 shillings the insured, 
should he undergo an operation, will 
have all his direct expenses paid up to 
$1,000. In the event of Ills death un­
der or as a result of the operation a to­
tal sum of $1,000 will be paid.

Mexican Sabatltntea For Cotton.
The attempt to utilize two native del­

icate fibers as a substitute for cotton in 
many of Its uses seems to be progress­
ing, says Modern Mexico.

The plants produce a cotton of two 
classes. The smaller one gives a coffee 
colored seed and grows and multiplies 
without special care all the year round. 
Its fiber Is thicker than that of the 
common cotton.

The seed of the other plant Is of a 
light blue color. This plant requires 
special cultivation and irrigation, with­
out which It will give but one crop In 
the year. The fiber Is finer than the 
other and as fine as the finest cotton.

Illlario Cuevas of San Luis Soyatian, 
In the state of Jalisco, who first experi­
mented with these two plants, is dis­
tributing seeds all over the hot lands, 
for which it is most suited.

Birthplace of Trusts.
Vienna Is called the birthplace of the 

trusts. They first saw the light there 
In 1873, and cartels regulating produc­
tion, restricting competition and gov­
erning prices now exist in steel rails, 
iron, petroleum, sugar, alcohol, plate 
glass, glassware, paper, boots and shoes 
and textile fabrics. A comprehensive 
iron and steel trust covering the entire 
empire and consciously modeled on the 
American steel trust has lately been 
f ruled. Even in the production of 
honey a cartel obtains, and on occasion 
the busy mountain bee Is practically 
put upon short hours.

Mow a “Weed Borner.**
The oldest engine In active service 

on the Northern Pacific reached the 
west coast ahead of the roadlied, being 
■hipped around Cape Horn, and did 
service jn construction work. It does 
duty now in the bumble capacity of 
“weed burner.” In the fertile sections 
along the d’vlslon this locomotive push­
es a flat car arrangement equipjied with 
an oil contrivance used to burn tiie 
weeds that grow rank along the right 
of way, thus threatening when left to 
caurh five ftum passing tvaius the Ob­
struction of meadows or crops.

II. 
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Rapid Coallag.
Good as Is the coaling record of 

M. 8. Terrible, It is quite eclipsed 
the performance of the Empress of Chi­
na. She took on board 1.21U tons of 
bunker coal In the remarkably quick 
time of three and one-half hours, the 
quickest on record In Nagasaki and. 
we believe, the quickest on record for 
the world.

Maple.
The Doctor—A queer case of Insanity 

came under my notice the other day. 
The fellow Is perfectly sane as long as 
anybody is looking st him, but raves 
violently when his friends quit watch­
ing him.

The Professor— Humph! Out of sight, 
•ut of mind.—Chlcajfo Tribune.

Attar tba Espalsloa.
Eve—I'm so sorry!
Adam—Too tied! It was a fool's par-' 

tdlse! Smart Set. J

Maa's Inhumanity to Man.
First Detective—How did you man­

age to get a confession from that des­
perado?

Second Detective—Well, you see, we 
traveled together by rail for 200 miles.

First Detective—But what had that 
to do with bls confession?

Second Detective—I bought a cigar 
of the train boy and gave It to him. 
After smoking It he thought he was go­
ing to die, so be told me everything.— 
Oakland Tribune.

W.'airh o

Cbolly—Confound it. I’ve dropped my 
stick! Hello, there, Weglnald! Ha de 
do, Weggy?

‘Oflly pleased; weally doncherkno"—

Kerplosb, bang! He had picked up 
the hose pipe by mistake, and just then 
a man turned the water on.

A Sate Offer.
“What’s tbe price of cheese?*
“Fifteen cents per pound.”
“But tbe fellow opposite sells It 

10.”
“Then go and buy it there.”
“But be hasn’t got any.”
“Well, then tbe kind of cheese I 

haven’t got you can have here at 
cents a pound also.”—Viklngen.

for
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When the Doctor Came.
“Oh, doctor, he has such a fearful 

stitch in bls side be can hardly breathe. 
He Just pants, jfants, pants for breath.”

"My dear madam, don’t worry about 
those pants. I will soon 
of the trouble, remove 
and”—

“Doctor!”—Kansas City

find the aeat 
the atitchea

Journal.

No Monroe Doctrine For Her,
“I Just hate this old Monroe doctrine,” 

said tbe beautiful heiress.
“Why?” asked the count.
“Its purpose is to stop foreigners from 

coming over here and annexing things."
He then took tbe bint and made ber 

happy.—Chicago Record-IIera Id.

Vallke Sosa a.
First Hug—lie s sueu a gissi natured 

bog.
Second Hog—Is he?
First Hog—Why, yes. He’s willing to 

let an: body else have anything be does 
not want.—Puck.

Wattes«
Editorial Notice (In magazine of the 

nenr future»—Owing to the press of ad­
vertising matter the literary features 
have been omitted for thia month.— 
Kmart Set

Net to Be Esdsred.
“Deuli l»y. is It true that you have 

discharged your valet?”
“Yn ss. the scoundrel! When I took 

him out with me, be managed to make 
people thiuk lie was the masts b and I 
was the man. bsw Jove!”—Exchange.

The Aaetleaeer.
Sold a conscientious auctioneer: ’’La­

dies and gentlemen, there la no sham 
*tbout these carpets. They are genuine 
tapestry carpets. I bought them from 
old Tapestry himself.”

Petroleum has 
forty miles from

Liverpool has 
consignment of 
trails.

There are twenty-one boys for every 
seventy-nine seamen In the British 
channel fleet.

The St. Ives (England» school board 
has sanctioned the purchase of a rock 
Ing horse fur the use of lnfaut scholars

Great veins of ore containing from 5e 
to 60 per cent of iron have beeu discov­
ered lu the neighborhood of Vadso. Nor 
way.

Another bottle nosed shark, seven 
feet In length, has beeu captured lu the 
herring nets of a Yarmouth (England» 
Ashing boat.

The promoters of tlx* Jamestown ex­
position have deteru»lu<*d to ask the 
state of Virginia for an appropriation 
of $200,000, payable 
for fuur years.

According to Sir 
Browne, the air of 
150,000 proportional
Paris’ 210,000, while iu Argyllshire, 
Scotland, there are only 200.

Ten cents a pound tax on color in 
oleomargarine has reduced Its manufac­
ture from 30,000,000 pounds lu the 
quarter preceding the act taxing It to 
13,000,000 in the sultsequent quarter 
year.

"Woman suffrage is now a fact in 
New Houth Wales,” says Cousul God- 
Ing, "but as yet the women do not take 
kludly to it. lu thia district thirty- 
nine wouieu ouly have taken out elec­
toral rights.”

The cultivation of oulons In Egypt la 
assuming from year to year larger pro 
portions, and there are now but few 
markets in southern Europe which the 
Egyptian product does not control dur­
ing the earlier part of the season.

Many cases of a new type of influen­
za are now under treatment In north 
London, states the 8t. James Gazette. 
The victims are attacked by severe 
rheumatic pains about the body, ac­
companied by a swelling of the legs 
and ankles.

The sum of $10,(100 was collected by 
the Hanover student societies for the 
erection of a statue of Bismarck. The 
project has had to be abandoned for 
the present, however, owing to the fail­
ure of the bank In which the money 
was deposited.

When Henry Marr of Columbus, 
Ind., goes to his bArn lot aud steps 
upon a neatly carved slab bearing the 
Inscription "1900,” he bus 18,650,000 
people on all four sides of him, for be 
is the center of population man of the 
whole United States.

To lessen the risk of disease orders 
have been given that all Egyptiau pil­
grims going to Mecca this year must 
accompany the holy carpet, which la 
sent from Cairo to Mecca annually 
with a military escort. Doctors will 
travel with the pilgrims.

The snuff users of the United States 
have Increased In numlter about 6 per 
cent a year for several years, taking 
the annual consumption of snuff as the 
basis of calculation. The aggregate 
weight of pinches of snuff taken last 
year was 18,0(10,000 pounds.

Mayor Schmitz of Sun Francisco re­
fused to grunt the petition of tbe ladies 
of the California club asking tbe ap­
pointment of a woman on tbe school 
board of the city. He says that such au 
appointment would be apt to create a 
spirit of unrest among the schoolteach­
ers, many of whom are opposed to such 
an Innovation.

An Immense shark was caught lately 
by the marines of bls majesty's guard­
ship Urgent at Port Royal, Jamaica. It 
was so big that tbe most stalwart sea­
man ultoard could huve passed through 
Its mouth without touching the teeth. 
No fewer than forty-nine young ones, 
all alive and kicking, were found in the 
monster’s stomach.

A worthy successor to Musallno, the 
noted Sicilian brigand, now lu prison, 
has arisen lu the person of one Versa- 
Iona, wb(»e fame even threatens to 
eclipse that of tbe other robber. Al­
ready 601» persons are waiting trial for 
aiding him in various ways, but Var- 
salona so far has succeeded In eluding 
officers sent to capture him.

The emperor of Germany is busy 
with a unique project that will be of 
value to the historical as well as tbe 
military world. Home time ago he dis­
patched Colonel Janke and Captains 
von Bismarck, Von Plessen and Von 
Marees to Asia Minor to make topo­
graphical studies and to draw up com­
plete charts of the famous battlefields 
of Alexander the Great.

The old fashioned way of deciding a 
question by tossing up a coin is now su­
perseded In England by an elegant pas­
time which Is known as "tapuose.” 
Two cabmen have the credit of making 
the new game public. Instead of “toss­
ing for drinks” they set to work to spur, 
the man who first got in a tap on bls 
opponent’s nose being the winner and 
having bis drink paid for by tbe loser.

The last official report of Consul 
Thomas Nest st Guyaqull before be 
was seized with fatal yellow fever la 
In answer to inquiries about opportuni­
ties for the practice of medicine In 
Eqtwdor. He geve th«* information that. . 
the profession is overcrowdtai and that 
a medical examination conducted lu 
tbe Spanish language must be passed 
to obtain a license necessary to praetic- 
mg ibelt. -

Professor Eugene Ritter of Geneva 
has written a l>ook on two female an 
cestors af Rousseau. Mme. Bourgeois 
and Mme. Durant. Mme. Bourgeois 
was so quarrelsome and eccentric that, 
when nearly sixty years old, she was 
brought before the courts, charged with 
being a witch, tortured and Itaidsbed 
from Geneva. Mme. IHirant maltreated 
her chamtiermald, who thereupon com 
mltted suicide by jumping Into tbe 
Rhone.

It Weald Seem Sa.
Fair Niece -Why do you object to 

duets so strenuously. Uncle Tom?
Uncle Tom— Because when two |h*o 

ple attack one Inoffensive piece of 
music simultaneously it’s taking au un­
fair advantage. -Chicago News.

Helping the Batter.
Mistress (In surprise!— Why did you 

place the alarm clock by the buck­
wheat batter?

Nora So It would know wbat time 
to rise, mum -Chicago News.


