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HE pale gleams of the western
autumn sun flung o radlance
like a fine golden dust over
the magniticence of the draw

Ing room in the Park lane house of
Lopes Rodrigues., Unintercepted, as In
bigh sumwmer, by the leary trees and by
the brilliant striped awnings that dur
Ing the season had made 150 PPark lane
80 colorful an object In the London
landscape, the feeble beams now daue
ed at their will the limbs
marble nymphs and the chased skdes
of great silver tazzas and played a
merry  hide and seek  among  the
gprightly Chelsea the qualnt
Ivories and pretiiness  that
nowadays are considersd evidences of
taste and style on the part of a
wealthy man,

But the great rooms batMed the slen-
der shafts of tremulons Hebt, amd at
the farther end from the lace shrouded
windows nothing but the pale reflee-
tions flung from the surface of a high
sereen of old gilt Spanish leather pe-
decwed the surroundings frow
lute gloowm.
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From among luminous  shadows
came volees, The one was very low

and soft, with a slight sugeestion of
forelgn  inflection o its that
rotsed memories of scented southern
alrs and burning southern suns. 1t was
evidently the volee of a pretty amd a
youug wolnan and one who was
more accustomed to appeal than 1o
commanid, She was pleading now with
the plalutive persistence of weak ob

noles

ol

b stinacy.

“Lionel, do be reasonable! Do re
mewber ygur promise to me. Yoo
know—youn always vowed that 1 never
wias to be bound by anything—1 never
would bave listened to you arv all ir 1
had thought you had been going to

hold me seriously to what you call an
engagement.  Of course we've always
been very fond of one another—all
cousins are, 1 suppose—but you yours
gelf have often sald that you were not
certaln my father would hear of our
being marrvied.  You must remember
that. 1 do perfectly,  And now, just at
this time you talk about redecming my
prowise and of speaking to my father,

You must not think of such things.
You wust be reasonable”
“It's all very well for you to talk

about reason, Ray. I've always count
ed ou getting Uncle Lopes' consent one
day or another. You know that |
adore you, and 1 always thought you
cared for me"

Lionel Symons' volee was curlously
ke his cousin’s In iptonation and ip
the slightly rolled r, but there the re-
sewblance ended, for the thickness of
speech and singular twang which so
wars the speech of his race was strong-
Iy marked with him,

“Cared for you! O Lionel, you know
1 did—you koow 1 do!” There was a
little break In the gentle forelgn tones,
a slight dutter of small white bhands in
the dusk, and then, as though the shad-
ows of the great gllt leather sereen op-
pressed her, Miss Rachel Rodrlguez
woved out Into the room, crossing with
a slow step Lo w here the sun rays were
secking luxurious death amid a pile of
sllken pillows strewn along a divan,

Sinking among them, she wrung her
bands agaln in the gentle, lymphatie
way that was so characteristic of all
ber graceful movements,

“Rut what am I to do? Father will
pever allow It, and 1 cannot go against
bis wishes"

“Phat means yvou dare not,” sald Lio
nel Symons, who had followed her
from the dimness beyond and now
looked down on her as she crouched
awong the cusblons,

“Dear, don't say that!” cried the girl
rather plteously. *“I've never really

'

o, gone against father in my life, and 1
could not do it now, even for your
seke”

The young man bent over his cousin,
a dozen emotions: fitting across his
face. He was a handsome specimen
of his ruce. The German blowdl which
had come to him through his father
had pot materially distorted the finely
cut features and delicate coloring that
pertain to the aristocrats of the tribes,
the Spanish Jews. Save, Indeed, for
his speech and for a certain indefina-
ble fashiness of dress and manner, he
might have passed for the most ortho-
dox of Clhristians, In fact, us his great
friend, Hon. Billy Scarsdale, had so
frequently and elegantly expressed It

. “It was his blooming name that gave
the show away."”
Just vow, however, Mr. Lionel Sy-

mons scarcely looked the CL 0 ilan he
faln would have wished to appear.
Batfled affections, disappointed hopes
and shattered ambitions are searcely
becoming, and the endurance of all
three coarsened and hardened his
whole face,

“Even for my sake,” he cchoed bit-
terly. “l fancy I'm of very small ac-
count in your scheme of life, my dear
cousin Rachel,”

“No, no; it's nothing to do with me.
It I8 father — his ambitions, his
schemes,"”

“By heavens! Then It's no mere ca-
price of yours, this throwing me aslde
like a worn glove., There's something
more In It. My uncle has designs, He
feans you to marry another man,”

Btartled out of her customary coin-
posure by her consin’s angry tones,
Ray Rodriquez rose to her feet and
faced her rejected lover, She was a
Httle pale, for she was nervous and
easlly frightened, but she helid herself
proudly, as became one in whose velns
the blood of the greatest and oldest of
Spanish families ra She was that
most beautitul of wreatures, a blond
Jowess of pure descent, and If the lack
of “new blood™ had Imparted too much
sensitiveness to the full red month and
had deawn the lHnes of the frait shap
el chin with too delleate a toneh com
pensation was to be found In the glory
of the large blue eyves, the delicately
aquiline nose and the mass of gold vol
ored hair that hung lke wind eippled
corn above her Hghitly penclled brows
Poor, she would have been an undenla-
ble beauty, but as the only child of
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she Was a prize well worth the win
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Fwo years age Lionel Symons had
mide up bis wind on this point anad,

proiiting by the Inthoacy relation.

ul
ship, had made good his elaims with
bis charming eousin, trusting to luck

and time to MWrvene with his 1 nele
ul whoun,

other more w

Laopes, in commmon with
orthy folk, he
So sure, Indesd, had
he becn of the marringe he proposed
for himself that, discarding caution
the chleftest attribute of his peeople, he

entersd futo a conrse of riotons lving

munny

sopiewhat ln awe

stood

and reckless expenditure, which, ac
cording to Billy Searse .‘-|u-mI11\'f
qualitisd Wm “to Join the broke I-:i |
guie, by Jouve!™

To that Interesting body of smart

and rulned young men Lionel 8ymouos
had for some months belonged: |Illl.|

thouzi e fowmd blmwself In very good |
company, it wns a position which nel

ther his wstes nor temperament eared
about, and every loustinet of the man

and the Jew eried alond for the speedy
amelioration of & position which each
month grew more unbearable.  With
" that end he had therefore
nt last endeavored to bring his cousin
o a definite admission of her engage
et bl and un arrangement
for Immedinte marringe,

Miss Rachel Rodriquez's evident de
sive to get out of the compact which
hadd been made for her at in her
green and salad days gave Mr. Lionel

view 1o

o L

an

ust

Syumons as much surprise as annoy
n He hald been d was still cer
tain that his fale cousin loved him
with all the strength of her rather

yvielding nature, and he had depended
i this love to give her strength to go
through the swsnry bad guarter of
e hour with Lopes Radeiquez, which
Interview he had with cowardliee men
tally relegated to Ray to carrey through,
Now, however,
from wentioning the matter to her fa
ther that he felt instinetively he must
the situation and unele hilm
sell and urge his own sult,

At the best of times there had been
but little love lost between the proud
obl Spanish Jew, Lopes Rodriques, and
e son of his sister, who had disgraced
herself and  her family ving
with a Hamburg merchant of doubtful
arighn and a name that had developed
only by evolution. Since Lionel's earll-
est vouth the old man bad looked for
amd oo frequently  found character
of the low ‘o huckster over-
riding the instinets of the arvistocrat of
his dispersed natlon, and bhe had only
admitted any degree of Inthoacy
tween Ray and hls nephew because he
hnagined that his earefully brought up
danghter shared  hils and
wonld as soon think of permitting a
to make to her

LI

she seemed so averse

his

by m

isties Iw

oplulons

lackey love her as
ronsin,

Lionel, who was no fool In a atter
which so nearly concerned his own set-
tement In Hfe, had a very shirewd sus
pieion that his uncle would not permit

marringe between himsell aml

u tuy

“That means you dare not,” said Lionel,

and until today had relied solely on
ber infuence with her father to ar
range the affair. But now Ray was
failing him, and, worse than that, ered.
it had gone and sundry bills were fall-
ing due; also, it Justice, he
had some appreclation of his cousin's
Leantiful Small wonder, there-
fore, as she faced him in the fading
Hght, half proud, half thmid and whol-
Iy desirable, that his beart went out te
lier with his hands, and be eried out as
he drew her to him:

“Pay, my darling, I won't give you
No one shall marry you but wmy-

to do

eYes

up!
selr!™

And Ray, with her golden head pil-
lowed on his shoulder and her pretty
mouth to his, murmured
meekly  between  his  ardent  Kisses:
“Lionel, do be more reasonable,  Yon
know the thing Is Impossible.”

“I'he thing Is impossible?"”

The words rang with persistent fter-
atlon In Lionel Symons' ears as an
hour later he awalted his unecle Lopes
In the great library down stairs A
pair of silveg lamps shaded with soft
green shed an eerle lnminosity over the
table of earved oak and the
high backed chalr that stood
The apartment was lned from
foor to cornlee with huge bookcases
fronted with brightly polished  hrass
wires that twinkled and glittered where
the wentle radinnee canght them. Just
ahove the dark onk bhookeases gleamed
the patle presentments of the great one
of 1l arth. With thelr massive brows
andd firm, set lips, from which In the
long ngo all the wisdom of the world
they to  contemplate
und with scorn the young,
man  who fidgeted  and
frimesdl beneath thelr Inseratable gaze
ad wished the interview well over,

The thing s Impossible!™

close

redl

aroadd
fualnt
over It
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The fint had gowe forth, and as a re
Jeetedd suitor and a ralned man Lionel
Symons stood before Lopes Rodrigues,

vristocratic among the aristocrats of
hls people, the Spanish Jew sat impla
cille sl In his bilg carviad
chiair, the back of which served In the
sithlued Light frame from whilch
the =<plendid head stood out with star

oy ed
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tling clearness.  Only In the sharply
ent nose and the finely arched eye
hirows was there any llkeness to his

daughter, but where her skin was 1y
faulr hils was drawn and yellow as old
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