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ETITIA HOUGHTON was go-

ing to be married; consequent

Iy wmany of bher dear feminine

frieods sald it was a shome, n

seandal, for Letitin to think of sach

folly at her time of life, These same

authorities declared she was (fty-tive

years old, adding there wuas no fool
like an old one,

Letitia was on the sunny side of for
ty-tive, but did not look a= i she were
forty, being h some, with a pretty
home, a thdy Income, a kindd heart and
n sonnd head,

The beneticlaries of her bounty had
become acenstomed to conshder her a
spinster, too contirmed o devotee to
Bingle blessgedness to ch v lier state,
What right had that old thing .to be
taken o by an lmpecnnions adventuor-
er when she haed freiemds of hor Hfetime
who naturally expected-—she had no
Kinspeople—to e remembered In her
will, not that they woere mercenary,
but that they had a sort of clalm upon
Lier,

Remarks of this Kind were freely In-

dulged In when the invitations were re-

celved,  Twenty-tive or thirty women

talking at oncee I8 rather confusing,

andd ns the speakers became excited the |
comments became mwore personal ol |
assumed an 11 patured  elrele, and
tongues were flyving faster than newl

less,

An  excecdingly pretty  and riehly
Ares=ed woman, a guest of the society,
now took up the endgels in defense of |
this absent. :

“Lalies, laddies, is this a n --1--|||J
gchool for seandal or a chureh society |
held In the basement of a saceod el !
fice? You all have enuse to be grate-|
ful to Letitin,  Why should yon ~;u.u’;!
of her 8o bilterly now hecause she ex-

erelses the right we have all e¢labmed?

Mrs. Alyn Alden was a leader of so-
clety whose dictom moude or umnande
a newcomer entering the charmaed elre
cle. There was not o woman present
who wis not anxlous to retain her fa
vor

“Why, what have we sald? It [s ee
centrie In Miss Letitin to get married

at her time of life, now, Isn't it, Mrs
Jennle ¥

“I do not know why it should be con-

gidered so; Letitia Is a very pretty
wornan,™”

Mrs, Jennle, as Mrs, Alden was gen
ernlly calld, was a power, and with
promptitude  they  proceds to et
their words with marvelons celerity

Mrs, Jeonnle smiled and bade them
good worning.  On the way to Miss
Letitin's she made a gesture as If she

Liad touched an i smelling weed,

“What a power of harm such women
can do at times! 1 do ns 0
reformer, but I really would Hke to re
call the dueking stool for thelr benetit.
Poor Letitin! | has  not
chiosen unwisely.”

Her musings ceaged as the coachman
drew rein before the prewy, old fash-

1t

Lo

foned garden of the Houghtons,  Mrs,
Jennle was met im the yawrd by the
bride eleet, whose (reosh awmd faly com-
plexion had defied the ravages of thoe,
With her bright hazel eyes amnd wavy
Hght brown halr she might have passed
for thirty-live at most.

Into the Jennle; it's
lovely out here among the flowers, but

I have some things I wish to sl

“Come liouse,

Low youn.

The dress hias come, 1 am too old to
be married in white satin, so I selected
a pink brocade telmmed with lace, 1
have fnever had so many pretty elothes
made at one time o wmy lite, for I
never needed to, 1 don't think 'm
eénvious, but when 1 saw all my
friends’ handsome outfits it oceurged

to me that It would be an Induceent
to warry. Do you not Hke it?”

She fingered the glistening folds lov
Ingly, and Mrs. Alden looked and ad
wired, then sald:

“But where did you the man
you expect to mwarry, Letitin? 1 would
not give my lifte into the keeping of

an utter stranger.

meet

“You npeedu't be uneasy about me,
He is 2 very pleasaut wan, and I'm
positive we will get on very well to-
gether.  As for love, we are not young
people and have si pothing about
that, but we will do well envugh as

friends. DId you notice that black and
gold visitlng sllk, Jennle?”

Mrs, Jenule perceived that the bride

to be preferred to talk about her
clothes Instead of the man she bad
prowlsed to marry aud made ne other
effort to Ll luto the conversa-
tion, Miss Letitia brought every arti-
cle for Mrs., Jennle's luspection and

sald as that lady rose to go:

“Do stay to lunch. ['ve so much to
tell you yet. I want it understood that
I meant what 1 when 1 wrote on
the cards I didu’t want presents. Please
mnke my friends understand that, will
you? 1 kpow they will want to give
e presents. You can't Low
glad I am that | am lked, Jennle,"

sild

know

Miss Alden would not shake Miss Le-
titla's faith in the professions of friend.
ghip she believed sinecere, but when

thelr spiteful comments were recalled
It angered her afresh with them

“l am always at home to give Alyn
his lunch. He does not enjoy it when
I nm absent, Letitia. 1 shall let it be
known that you do not wish presents.”

For that purpose Mrs, Jennh
back by the chureh, where she fouml
the soclety dispersing She did not
alight, but told them of Miss Letitia’s
wish. Bhe of the sharp tongue gave a
ghrill lttle eaclkle and said

llrove

“That means we must give them
without fail. She's afrald we won't
give anything and takes that meanps
to make sure,”

“Was that the reasgon youn had ‘No

fAowers’ on the eards when your dangh-
ter graduoated?  Letitia wis
welghted with a Jewelsd battertly. So
glad you enlightened me, 1 have won-

bonguet

dered why that clause was inserted,
but had no idea it meant exactly oppo
gite what It sald Thanks to you 1
understaand, It I8 never too late to
learn—wisdom. Good morning. 1 must
go home,™

The extreme god nature of this
speceh made the clique stare at one
another, They were never sure what

Mr=, ‘Allden
it the mark there was no doubt

e nt ‘! hat her shafis
Mirs
Ponsonby guaed after the carriage and

said to her dear, familiar friemd

“Mrs, Allen does have the knack of
taking oue by surprise, She confuses a
person so. O course, 1 dido’t mean
that Is, 1 dido't intend 1o own”

“That you took that way of assur

a number of bouguets and
presents? 1 thought you didn't
to say that, dear, did you?"
the friend sweetly,

Myrs, translated the
nuirk as It was Intended and treasur-
ed It for future use,

. . L] . L] - .

ing Sophy
e
suggested

Ponsonby re-

Miss Letitia's wedding night had ar-
was  looking  extremely
anil the eMusive
compliments of her friends In appar
ent They declared she did
not look a day over forty.

As yet the groom had pot made his
aprm wnee. Miss Letitia bhad excused
I a moment or two, but as the
twputes lengthened into an hour with-
ot returning  significant glances
redl, nndd the buzz of many
voices was henrd,

It is astonishing how much pleasure
somme people derive from the distress
or mortifieation of their friends. Mrs,
Ponsonby and her coterle were insinu-
nting that something was wrong, vole-
lng pity which their eyes and counte-
nuandes |Il'iil'|"

Mrs, Alden was worried
over the l!l'ﬂllllll‘_{ﬂl of Miss
Letitia from the room and wished she
would return and silence the malicions
tongues

“She's prevalling on her swain not to
faint hearted,” glggled Mrs,
'onsonhy,

Ihoronghly exasperated, Mres, Jennie
was about to give a crushing retort
when Miss Letitin reappenred

She was slightly pale, her demeanor
a mixture of regret and diguity, while
1 blending of defiance was depleted In
| er erect :ltlit”lil'.

Sl

rived,

Lt =otme aceeptil

woodl Taith.

Liersg

were exchan

Ill‘l'lllll ng

absence

hiecome

“I've hadd a telegram from Mr. Lang
worthy., Dusiness of a famlily nature
which T shall not be at liberty to i

vilge Indiseriminately compels him to
start FEurope as he sent the mes-
+oll; consequently there will be no
marrlage tonight.  That not in-
terfere with our enjoyment of the sup-

need

per.  The presents will be returned
to their donors tomorrow,  Mr. Alden,
will you sce me to the table? The

mindster will take you, Jennie,”

Her  astounding  revelation  ealled
forth a chorus of ohs and ahs, and a
dozen exclted women began to ply her
with gnestions, protesting agalust her
returning the presents, but she waved

them aslde,

“The marringe Is Indefinitely post-
poned through no fault of elther bride
or bridegroom, so you need not I
Ine hi's absconded or Jilted we.  Under
the elrcumstances T will not need the
Who ever heard of brldal
when there 18 not much likell-
Lo of the marriage being performel ?
I promise you"—with a tine grim smile
how made certain ladies feel
uncotfortable—*“if the marringe
take place that 1T will éxpect nothing
fronn you,  Now come to supper, That
will not be a disappointment it the
wedding 18"

Rhe gave her guests no time to dis-
cuss her affales in groups, but marched

r.

presents

does

ve had o belegram Jrom Mr. Lang-
worthy.”

them into the dinlng room, some wear-

Ing from the undiminished pangs of

curlosity an expression as if they were

belng led to fnstant executlon,

Miss Letitin was the life of the par-
ty, and the theory that she had been
Jilted did not galn ground. Her ex-
platation was accepted as true as far
#s It went, More than one face became
blank when Mliss Letitia sald:

“Jennle, be sure to come around to-
muorrow and belp me pack those pres-
ents, Some are so valuable T will not
be satistied until they are returned.
Fortunately all are labeled.”

“I will come with pleasure, Letitia,”
replied Mrs, Alden, while Mrs. Ponson-
by whispered dolefully, "It she would
ask me."

Early next morning Mrs. Jennle ae-
cordingly put in ber appearance, find-
Ing bher friend In exceedlngly good splr-
Its,

While tying up a gandy plated cake
stand, a gift from Mrs, Pongonby, Mrs,
Alden sald:

“Letitin, why return the presents?

Were vou in earnest when von sald
there was not much lkellhood of there

belng a marringe ¥’

Miss Letitin was bending over the
Lisd, replacing a handsome silver ladle
In its velvet box.

The constrained position may have
Bieen the eansge of Lier helghtened color,

Ier face as she tarned toward Mrs.
Allen wore conflicting expressions
trivmph, shame and over all a half

giel, hiall defiant, look. Her first words
woere apparently lrrelevant,

“1've lenrer«d mueh, Jennle,” she sald
na she folded a dozen fine thread cam-
handkerchiefs amd placed them
with lingering regret in the costly box
they enme In. “How exquisite these
are and like the donor! Oh, yes, [ wi
suyving how much 1 had learned sinee
I had sent out those ticketa, ['ve al
had o too confiding disposition,
and, while I'm not now a eynle, I've
had oye openers, plenty of them,

“Golng about to different stores, rid
Ing windy days, velled, on the ears, has
ghven me an insight into people's char-
acter that hag been both painfal and
profitabile. 1 needn’t tell you whom |
moean, for 1 see youn know, 1 have no
regret for them.  'm not a sentimental
fool. The only regret Is self contempt
that I've been taken In by them so

wnys

NE, but I've never ountgrown o giwli=h
pleasure In belng Hked

“You had your husband awd ehil
dren, and God knows 1 never hogrdg

ed wives and mothers their happiness
for my life has been a healthy, Lappy
one, and so completely am 1 a spinster
that 1 believe |
never seen the wan 1
ined T could fancy, but there was om
thing | did want.”

Mrs. Alden had listened sympathetle
ally. As Miss Letitia paused for breath
she ventured to “What was
that, Letitin?"

“You may lnugh, Jennle, If you wish,
but that more or less than a
troussean!”

“What?

wis born one I've

wen g

bt v

speak,

WaS Nno
Do you mean that™

“l1 mean, and 1 know it will go no
further, that 1 couldn't have a trons
senl without & marciage, and that was
why I sent out cards, Don't you un
derstand, Jennie? The marriage could
not take place because there was no
bridegroom at all, Now it's out.”

For onee Mrs, Alden was surprised
beyond the power of expression, but
when she did recover her merry laugh-
ter was delightrul hiear amd was
Jolned in by Letitia,

“What a good joke!" gasped Mrs,
Jennie, “Wouldn't it make the Rich-
wond dames open their eves? 1t shall
g0 ne further, though [ would like
Alyn to know, it you have no objee
tlon.  What would Mrs. Ponsonby
say ™

“Empellish It until we wouldn't
know it. But there's one thing she
won't enjoy any more—expectations of
sharing my fortune, 1 shall leave my
money as a fund for old waids' trous-
seanx,”

Lo

Why Drowning Men Claw the Alr,

An explanation of the lnvarlable hab-
it of the drownlng to reach after the in-
tangible, which has been describe
“eatehing after straws" is explained
by the evolutionlsts as an unconsclons
return to  the Instinctive habits  of
mun's arboreal ancestry, the tree In-
habiting apes.  When consclousness
fades, he loses his acquired habits, lo-
cluding those Inherited from a more re-
cent ancestry, and reverts to the in
stinetive habits of the rrightened mon-
key who secks safety by clutehing the
nearest Hmb of the tree from which he
Is in danger of falling.

The movement is certainly Instinetive,
for It can only be eliminated by con-
slderable tralning and voluntary  ef-
forts, and yet it is fatal to the Individ-
ual, for the specitle gravity of no hu-
man body Is so nearly that of water
that the removal of the arms from the
supporting tluld at once sinks face be-
neath the surface,

In of S0

CASeS called “cramps” the
vietim, often a highly trained swim-
mer, generally throws up hiands,
but these cuses are probably due to
heart fallure, and a shimilar mwovement
takes place on land when the subject
recelves a fatal heart woumd, and It 1s
even o common expression of shock or
astonishment.

The ordinary movements of walking
or running would keep a man's face
nhove the water, but curlous
climbing movements of both hands and
feet make floating lmpossible and are
responsible for many deaths by drown-
ing.

these

English Wasps.

The common wasp, as a rale, keeps
Its sting for self defense., [t will bite
n iy In two with Its Jaws If it gets In
Its way on a window pane, but it does
not use its sting even when tryving to
rob a beechive and “tackled” by the
bees.  The latter will push o wasp
nway five or six times, huastling 1t off
the foothoard without provoking it to
sting, but If a bee endeavors to sting
the wasp It then grapples with It and
stings back, killing or benumbing the
Insect almost at once.

British wasps are fussy and excita-
ble, but not viclous, like muany of the
Indian wild However crowded
or uncomfortable they may be, they
very rarely quarrel with or sting each
other—as, for instanee, when o number
ure on the same window pane, fretting
and anxious to get out. Only when the
entrance to their nest Is threatened do
they become actively aggressive, and
then, as a rule, the attack I1s not begun
till the person who execltes thelr fear
Interposes between them and the en-
trance to the nest.

A setter dog was noticed to turn and
bite Itself, whimpering with paln, just
as the party were sitting down to a
shooting luncheon by the side of a
wood In Yorkshire, The dog, being
tired, had lald down on the hole of a
wasps' nest, and five or gix of the yel-
low Insects were gtinging It at once,
but they did not touch the persons sit-
ting close by.—Spectator,

hiees,

suving the Money,

In a ecertain parish o Scotland col-
lectors were going roumd solleiting con-
tributions for the kirk, On coming to
n wretehed wttle hovel they hesitated
whether or not to enter, but finally de
cided 1o “tey thelr lnek.” A hale old
fuan grected the i to him they ex-
plained thelr err , but Lie really had
nothing to give them, he gald,

“Can't yo gi'e up your whisky ¥' one
of the visitors asked. “No” he said,
“1 don't dreink ‘whusky."" 1'erhaps

then e could forego the pleasures of
snull, No, he didn't nuse snuff,

The collectors prepared 1o move on,
“Stop o LIt eried the old fellow,  *1
puy Sandy, the barber, twopence every
Saturday nlght for shaving me.  Tell
the ister can have the two
pence iF he'll come and shinve e lilin
selr!”

mee i1

After the Dance,
“I hope your have enjoyed the even
Ing, Miss Oliver."”

“Not execessively, Mr, Roland,  The
men are such wretched dancers I
bave hind enly one really good part

ner.

“My own experience precisely.”

“Yes, Mr. Van Twister Is the hest
dancer 1 ever saw. There he govs now
with Grace Turner. It s a pleasure to
wiateh them, Isn't ity

“Yes; he does very nicely
partner like your friend Grace
is the one to whom | was referring
just now.”

“So 1 supposed,”—New York Herald

with n

Nolling Them Soft.
Mrs, .\.l‘“'l_\'“l'll- These oy still
hard, How long did you boil them?
New Cook—Five minutes, ma'aim
Mrs. Newlywed -Well, next time glve
them ten minutes.— New York ress,

R e

FATAL DISCOVERIES.

INVENTIONS THAT
ORIGINATORS

HROUGHT
TO

THEIR
THE GRAVE.

Sclentitle Seercis That Have Been
Buried With the Men Who PFos
sessed Them and That Were the

Cuuses of Thelr Tragle Taking O,

I'hie maxim whicl
has cost e
greatest  discoveries  of
for not a lfew of the
whose names would bave been handed
down to posterity
tors have been Killiad
betore they woulkd
them (o thele felloyg beings
In 1805 all Europe
the discovery of a1

states that silence
sotie of
widern

inventors

is golden waorrld
the
thes,
pubilie benefun
thelr seeretls
ulsent to lll\“l}h'
wis startled by
wWoexplosive called

fuliminite, which, t wus  belleved,
would revolutionlze modern warfare
It was the Invention of an Exeter
sclentist named Sawbridge, aml sam
||[|--| ol the l'\lllll.‘!l\ s whivh were test

el by the government revesled the fact

that its power was three thines greater
than that of cordite il In conse
iuenes it would trebile the range of o
ritle bullet.  ‘T'he German government
offersd Sawbridge (200000 for hils in
vention, which he patviotically vefused
until the home authorities hoad ol the
st option of  puar se But just as
the Intter were about to seal a con

tract with him the news came that his
Liboratory had been Blow i up and hilm
selr Unfortunately  he  left
e whatever, ulthough
some of the leading experts of the day
minutely the debrls they
failed to discover the secret, which is

with it
records nil

exnuined

probably lost forever

About balf o century ago an Itallan
priest noed Luiglh Tarvantl discovered
a method of making stadned glass, the

coloring of which was declarsd equal
to that made by the ancients, whose
secret has been  Jost, Farantl aban
doned holy orders and set to work to

execute the hundewelds ol
he recelved in the seereey of Lils work

Phiee thuest

COolininlssions

shop at Ostla, near Ron

stained glass windows o Haly were
made by him, and he guarded his se
eret well, for when a year lnter he was
found dend of Llood I ing, set up

by the plgments he employed, it was
realized that e had earvied his secret
with  him The cleverest workmen
were ealled in to examloe the lngredl
ents, bot they one and all falld to
penetente the dead man's seeret,

The person who could make compo
sitlon BHEard balls equal to those of
Ivory would quickly gualily as a mil
Honalere, and It Is not an bmpossible
task, for it has aleeady been done
Nowme years ago o Scoteh manafactur

er put « iposition BiEard balls on the
murket which at but
ouly a third of the peles those ul
redy Inouses e refraloed Crom pat
euting his invention amnd made all the
hiftiselr, o his fudly being
prolibited  from sharing  his  secret
Bt Just as e was beglunlng to taste
the Crualts of his experiments he was
one day mortally wounded by on acel
dent In workshop amd died hefore
he eonld Fix
perts wer s
to analyee, but o spite of the Cact that
they e materd
als used they have long sinee glven ap
nll hopes of bhelng able to discover how
thiey were put together.

The only man who has yet bheen sue
cessful in taking photographs in color

were ns oo

balls vl

lis
[ITHINE
given specimens of the by

nny staterent

succeeded In tracing

wis o martyr to his discovery, the
secret of which is lost, SO years
ago D, Herbert Franklin of Chleago
submitted o number of colorsd photo
graphs—of o somewhat crade nature
it Is true—to the leading Awmerican
scientitie Institutions, and the enconr
agement he recelved was such that
he bullt himself a laboratory, proof
ngalnst the wiles of sples, at o cos:t

of $12,000, wherein to perfect his in
vention.  In the preparation of his
plates he used o charcoal e, and one
day when at work he omitted to open
the ventilators and was foumd asphyx
lated. e had refrained from divulg
Ing his secret to any one, aml in con

gequence, although some partinlly tin
Ished plates that hid the secret re
malned, the way they were prepared

Is n problem that has baflled seientists
to this day.

Another vietim to his secret
Adams, the Inventor of tallium,
greatest discovery In the metals of the
age. Adams was confident that a metnl
could be produced which, although ns
hard as steel, was only holf its welght
and price, nnd after tive years' experi
menting with an electrical process tal
linm was the result.  The Invention
was taken up throunghout America, aml
orders for thousands of tons of the
wetal began to pour in from the lead
fng rallway companies

But it was too late. ‘The enormous
mental  steain he  had
coupled with the sensation of finding
willions within his grasp, took awny
his reason, and he was confined in an
asylum, e left no records to explain
the process, and no mmount of per
suasion drew the secret from him,
which perished loeked up in his brain

wias
the

when two years later he died a help
less lunatic,.—London Tit-Bits,
Nelleves In the Theory.
“Somebody advances the ldea that

:tlwl'u are words that aflfect us just ns

certain colors do’

“I dunno about the colors, but I'm
pretty sure to froth at the mouth
| every time 1 bhear ‘lineg's buse'”
Cleveland Plain Dealer,

Invisible, -

Briggs (sarcggtically)—That was a
benutiful, tine horse you solid me

Griges—Wasn't he? As | said, not a
Blemish on him,

“No, Al Inslde,” — Detroit  Free
Press,

A man talks knowingly of the incon
stuncy of women and then procesds to

get wad If one of them proves he s
right.—Chicango Newas,
Waiteh Onwner's 'reide.

“Then you do not regard him ns
trustworthy "

“I should not go so far as to say he
Is not trustworthy, but he Is the kind
of man who will set his wateh at 1130
a'clock and then eall your attention to
the manner o which It keeps thme
when the 12 o'cloek whistle blows,”
Washington Star,
| Perltions and addresses (o the soy

erelgn or to mwembers of the houses of
parliament, If not over two pounds o

welght, are exempt [rom postage,

An Luwllliug Juror,

A New Huawmpshire Judge has o his

Aud 1t Drove Him From the Yosem- | possession the following letter sent B
|

Ite Hacvk to New Eungland,
After a week of little jourueys, strik
Ing here and there a few wlles to ub

sorh the Yosewite valley frow u dozen |

colgnes of vantage, we were whipping
the Llilouette one afternoon Do
tulu trout, says the World's Waork
“Pomorrow,” suld a shall
tuke a shower bath under the seven
teen hundred foot fall”
“You,"” said avother
funl."
Not at all,” eame back argumenta
tively. *The river's very W hiat
there Is of It turus to e
tirst hundred feet; it will shiuply come
down like raln. Why, you'd go under

violew |

Voicsa, "'are a

o

Bpray in

Ll by an old farmer who had 'w--ll'&.lu‘lNE

pnotided that e bhad been drawn as &

Juror for a oertain term of court
Pwear Jedge I got your letter tellin

| me to come to Manchester an’ do doot y
on the Joory, an’ I write you these fue
Hues to let you Know that vou'll have
to git sowe one else, for It alon't so
that 1 kin leave home now 1 got to

do some buteherin', an’ sort over a ot

of apples Just about the thoe the Joory

will be settin® In your court S Jack
man of this town says that he would
ns soon as ot go, Tor e ain't nothin
else to do Jess pow, so voun better send
fer him, 1 hate the worst way not to
oblidge you, but it ain't so I kin at
present.  Ennyhow, 1 oalu't wmuch on

the law, never havin' been o
‘veptin® when old Bud Stiles got ki

iy

Jowir Y Lann
Hend
wrs o when

the cars here some v

the Bridal Vell yoursell.  Ouly that's
Prosie Tuls Is somethilng blg, Cowme
v

“Not L."

But I was there to see, The water,
as be had said, came down, a conshd
ernble part of It, o raln and spray
that tew out on the wind lneredible
distunees But to crawl down, dressed
In o bathing sult, closer to the maln

stream that falls to the pool and upon
the rocks with a murderous swish In
the alr and a roar Hke o rallway train
when it strikes
hardiness, AL any
wind might swing the whole muass upon
the tull, sltm tigure backing tentative
Iy on all fours down the jagged talus
his eyveglass glinting
chieerfully A steady w Kept the
full swung out a Hitle the other way,

waus daring to fool

Inotent n veering

slopme whililos
I, I

aml the spray borgeoned out far up
the other slope. The roar was deafen
fng.

All at onee the wind shifted, the

wiater swung back, and In a tlash the
hutan tgure was blotted out in a del-

uge that turned we sick. For o see
ond  that seemwed an hour— it playved
on the spot tlendishly, It seemed to

e, stunding horritied there, amd then
slowly It swept away,

Awd theo there was a movement, a
paduful, crawling movement, down there
on the slope, and 1 serambled down the
slippery rocks to help n blinking, creep
Ing, much youth, bleeding
from a hundreed cuts, up to where his
He was still too daged to
When his breath returned ond
glnsses were perched agnin
on his nose, he sald;

“The ocenns fell upon me! For God's
guke, come back to New England!”

And we went,

surprised
clothes lay,

spwenk

his extra

NATURAL HISTORY.

Ostriches live to the age of about
BIXLY years,
The mamdarin duck 18 one of the

ost beagutiful of aguatic birds,
= the cod that it will
swallow anything it sees In motion,

voraclous Is

An vel has two separate hearts, One
beats GO, the other 100, thues a miloute

A Ldybied can travel 20,000,000,000 |
times Its own length o an bour. In
that thwe a sloth can only truvel firty
thes Its own length.

There Is vo country in the world in
which the raven s not found to be na
Live; 1t I8 also the only bird Known to
orunlthologists whieh s of such cosmo
politun charncter,

Only oue existing reptile can sustalin
Itselll In the air, This Is the fying
iragon of the East Indles, 1t has no
renl wings, but can glide from tree to
tree Hke a dying squlrrel,

The common house fly usually pro-
dluces the vote I In Hying. To do so
it st vibreate its wings 335 thes a
secotd.  The honey  bee sounds A,
which means that Its wing vibrations
are H0 Lo the second

First Aunlysls of Acrolites.

In 17 a stone lirty-six
pounds was exhibited o London, It
wis sald to have fallen from the sky
in Yorkshire in the previous December,
bt this statement was recelved with
great Ineredulity, At that thme Sie Jo
seph Banks was president of the Royal
soclety, and he noticed a strong  re-
semiblanee between the Yorkshire stone
and one sent to him from Sleoa, in It-
uly, which was sald to have fallen
from the sky.  Two or three years lat
er he recelved an account of a fall of
stones near Beonares, In Hindostan, A
chemlbenl annlysis of the stones from
wll three sources proved them to be
ldentieal In composition, and neredull
ty a8 to thelr weteorie orlgin began
to glve way.—Notes and Querles.

welghing

Eceentricities of English,

There I8 o new mabd in the famlily,
n Swedish girl, who has many things
bhesides language to learn, says an ex
change, Her new mistress, who is 0
young wife with a busband many
years her senlor, s trying to instruct
her,  One of the lessons was upon
bread, the glel belng told that she
should speak of bread which had lost
Ity freshuess as stale, and not old, The
girl was sure to remewmber this, for
she was quick to learn, and she did,
So the young wife knew when a few
days later the waid remarked to her
confidentially:

“It 1s too bad, Isn't It, that
hushand 15 8o much more stale
you are!”"—Detrolt Free 'ress,

Your
than

Prellminary.
The policeman heard high words and
poked his bead in the door,

“What's goin' on here?' he demand

.
“Nawthin'! Nawthin® at all,” answer
il one of the belligerent Irishmen n |

the middbe of the Qoor, *“There's naw
thin' goln® on, but there's a tdght com
In' off fo Hse than o winute IF ye'll only
keep movin'.” - Chicago Post,
He Had to Die,

“If you refuse me,” crled Moody,
“tuy Blosd will be upon your head, |1
rannot Hyve without you!™

“Well, self preservition is the first
law of natuse,” replied Miss Cooley,
“1 simply couldn't Hve with you'™

Philadelphla Press.

How True!

“Sav, Jinks, where |s that fine gold
twateh you used to sport? 1 see now
Lint you're wenring a plain affale o n
ilekel plated conse

“Well, you know, ‘elreumstances al

er cases,” " Baltlmore American.

Assured Approval.
“The singer has wmade great strides
In the profession, hasn't she?”
“Yeou, lndesd Formwerly, when
recelved an encore, she sang; now she
usnally swlles.”—Town and Country

she

I wis one that set on the bawlidy with
the kovoner. 8o vou better semnd for 81
Jackman, for he hias got sowme kin In
mnnchester he wants to visit enny how,
un' he'd be willin® to go for his car
fare there an’ back Aneer baek If yon
want SL"—Lippincott’s
A Matter of Family Pride,
“I'risoner, have you snything to say

why the sentence of death should ot
b passed upon you
"A few words
yeuars of age.”
“Well ¥
“Your elder brother s a physiclan,”

lord, 1 o thirty

TR

“This Is Impertivent and beelevant.™
“It may soumnd so, my lord, but it
means fe or death to me, 1 under
stand that you take n great pride in

the phenomenanl suceess of yvour broth
er?”

“1 do, but what |!il.‘\."l||"l' bheurlng can
that have upon your cuase?”’

“Simply this: Your brother, the doe
tor, exnmined me o year ago and pre
dicted that T would Hyve at least twen
ty years more. 1t would certaluly un
dermine Ws reputation as o sclentlst
shiould Todie that thine Lamn
don Answers

b fore

Odd “lace For n Serpent,

In recently  a  four year-old
chitld, the daughiter of a
e very D one day, but speedily
recoverad, amd for some dayvs after
ward dismayed her parents by eatlng
# pood deal more than a ehild of that

Alsnece
worklngman,

nge Is wont to eat,

Lustemd, however, of growing fatter,
the glrl grew thinner, and doctors who
were sutcned to attend her were un
uble to expluin why the foomd did her
Finally the viddle was solved,

twenty In
morning the

o good
fur o serpent
length Issued
cllld's mouth

The serpent was Killed and sent to
the Unlversity of Strassburg, amd sinee

Inclivs
from

i hout

(T

then the Httle one bas enjoyed excel
lent health It Is supposed that the
child  swallowed  the  serpent  while
drinking some hpure water
NButterfles That Fly High,
Both o the Himalayas wd in the
Aundes butterties have been found at
heights ranging up to TG00 feet, and

In the Alps they are quite common at
000 feet, The very highest elevation
so far observed 1s 16,0626 feet, wliere
they were found by M. Boupliod on
the slopes of Chlmborago, Sie J. I
Hooker found buttertlies on the slopes
of the Hbmalayas at about the same
height., He speaks of “the anmnzing
quantity of superb buttertties, many
large tropleal swallowtalls, hlack, with
i searlet eye on the wings" The South
American high fAying buttertlies
long to the famlly of Colla dbmera, the
Aslutle that of the Pieris  callidiee.
The explorer, Sir Muartin Conway, also

found them at high altitudes In the
Himalayas,
A Kisn and a Bilte.
In his volume, “The Kiss and Its

History,"” Dr. Christopher Nyrop of the
University of Copenhagen relates that
fn England In 1837 Thomas Saveland
brought an action agninst Miss
line Newton, who had bitten o plece
out of his nose for his having tried
to kiss her by way of a joke, The de
fendant was acquitted, and the judge
luid it down that “when a man Kisses
u woman aganinst ber will she is Tully
entitled to bite his she
pleases.™

“And eat It up, Iif she has a fancey
that way,” added a Jocular barrvister
hialf aloud,

nose  Af s

Why He Changed His Mind.

“I tell you, slr, ¢lvil service Is a great
thing.

The
Ishiald,

“Coming from any one but you, that
remark would not greatly surprise me,"”
he sald. “You dido't think so when 1
lust saw you.”

“No, 1 dido't.”

man addressed looked aston.

“You considered civil serviee little
short of a clvie curse.”
“That's right, But then 1 was on

the outside and trylng to get in, while

wow 1 am on the loside aod trying to

etay In. It makes a great diferenee.”
Brooklyn Eagle,

A Heartless Interruption,

A young "arislan, noted for his grace
and readiness as a second In many
duels, wnus asked by a friemd & ae
company him to the mayor's oflice to

nilix hils slgnature ns o witness to the
matritponial registry,  He consentl,
but when the scene was reached for
kot hitsell.  Just s the mayor wos
ready for the last formalities he broke
out:  “Gentlemen, ot this afal

e arranged?  Is there no way of pre
venting this sad oceurrence?”

Homemade Barometer.

A convenlent barometer  for  the
kitehen may be made with an ordi
nary glace Jam Jar and an old oll
flask. Fill the jar three parts full of
witer, und nfter cleaning the Hask
place it In the jar neck downward,
The rising of the water In the Hask
will Indleate fne weather U nsettled
weather will e foretold by the sink

Ing of the water,

When the Cnt Wan Sacred,

In the middle brute anfmnls
formed as prominent a part in the de
vollonal cervmonles of the thme as they
hand In the old religion of Egypt.
cat Elurus was embalmed after death
and burled In the ety of Bubastis be
cause, agccording to Herodotus, Dinua
Bubastis, the chilef diety of the place,

nEges

wus sald to bave transformed herself
futo a cut when the gods fled luto
Egypt.

[ BLAKE,
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The cushier of a certain tirm had ab
Beondedd, amd the stafll of clerks were
deciding onoa Bt amd proper person to
et the hesd of the tirm ol the
Faet one his arvival

UVithoately the matter was left in
the bisods of the head clerk, possibly
Livssriin tatie ol the others cared to un-
thertul T <L iliny

Phere b u dogtight In the
street, und o standl crowd was just dis
persinge s Lhe el s carviange dashed
W

“What's thut erowid after, Jorkins?’
demamdesd the head of the trm

The chiler clerk thought he recog-
wlzed a4 chanee of breaking the pews
gently nnal sedasd it

“Phe vaecaney, sie"” he replied.

“Vacuney? What vacaney ¥

“Cashiler, sie"

“But we want no eashiver, Jorkins.”

“Boeg pardon, sir; but we've a vacan-
ey for one!™

“Jorkins, nre vou mnd ¥

“No, shr 'hat Is, sir, 1 don't know,
sir. Foaet Is, =lroall the ensh 18 gone
and - and”

“Well ™

“I'he cashiler's gone with Iit, sie”

From th the old took It
the clerk thought he might just as well
have blurted it out at the start,

Wiy tin

Foiled hy HMumidity,
Nolselessly, buat with all his might,
the burglar  tugged ot the burean
drawer,
In vain,

It refused to O,

He tagged again

“Give it another jerk,” sald a volee
behind Ll

The burglar turned,

The owner of the house was sitting
up in bed and looking at him with an
expression of tle interest on
lls face,

“Jerk It again. There's a lot of valu-
able property in that but we
haven't been able to open it sinee the
damp weather began, 1f you ean pull
It out, T'1l give you o handsome royalty
on everything that's"

But the had  Jumped out
through the window, taking a part of
the sash with bim, - Chicago Tribune,

deepest

drawer,

Ilc-unrcll'l In Diferent Ways,
That one can oblain more favors by
“Jollying" brusgue s
Just as true as ore
flies with m d
Two

than by being

“one can cateh
asses than with vinegar,'
livedd In a

F'wenty-third

yYoung (THEYE

boarding house In West

en

street for some thme, and one has the
reputation of bwing a “jollier,” while
the other s quick spoken and of a
bearish disposition,  The young men
are friends and usually breakfast to
gether,  Thelr respective standings In

the estimation of the dindog
makd may be judged from the way in
which that damsel shouted their order

both had requested steaks down the

oot

dumb walter shaft recently
“A nice beelsteak, a trifle rare, for
Mr. Wood; some weat for Baldwin”

New York Tribune
Siomple.

A rather I ladd hialted
before n blacksmith's shop on his way
howme from school and eyed the dolngs

Vers

sl king

of the proprictor with much Interest,
The brawny smith, dissatistied with
the boy's curiosity, held a plece of red.

Lot fron suddenly amder the youngster's
nose, hoping to make im beat a hasty
retreat,

“If you'll give me half a dollar, 1'I1
Hek 1t sald the lad

The smlth took from his pocket half
a dollar and held it out

The slmple looking voungster took
the coln, Heked it sod slowly walked
away whistling. Chumns

The Dissy llable Seat,
The diMealty of rhvming to “giel™ 1a
due to the its pro-
ver pronounced, as

viarieties of

nunciation. It s m

It s o often conventionally written,
“gall,” bot one often hears “gell,” with
| n hard “g Moreover, In Sceotland,
though it Is ag well not to ntion the
fuet to a Seotsman, it consists of two
By Hables - “gurrel.” The other day It
wius polnted out to a Scotsman that
| the nmme of his nationnl poet wns a
| dissyliable in Avrshive. “Hoot awa'l™
| e sald, or words to that eMect, “Buar-
runs two syllables! Absurroad!” - Lon-

don Chronlele

~



