S

“ M ,__._..:_‘Q--_

-~

e

)

¥

OAAMAIAALIIALILAAAIAAAMU

i BUSKERS
AT BAY

BY ARTHUR MORRISON.
v

Ly Arthur Morrisen.

IAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAL]

That roused her. and she féll to re
proaches bitterer than all, for she was
the angrier beeause he had let her cery
alone and bad made no overtures to-
ward concilint on—overtures she had
been expecting as her right. Rejoinder
followed quick and eruel on reply, and
at last, when be talked desperately of
gleeping ontside, she answered with a
gesture borrowed of her
then! Go! If you can’t give me food
and  shelter, as other women's hus-
bands do, go and let me earn them for
mysellf! 1 can do without yon!”

“And you shall, too,” he retorted,
throwing down the rong and snatehing
his hat. “You shall too.” And in a sec-
omnd bhe had tdung out Into the night
nmd the snow,

They had done it all before, and it
was searce more than another kind of
ecting. Bot this thime the quarrel was
n tritte sharper than common, amd he
conld not go back and make it up with
any self respect for an hour at least.
Meantime It was a cold night and a
snowy one, so he turned up his eollar
aud strode off stralght ahead to be an
i1l weed and homeless outeast for an
hour, or, at any rate, for three-quars
ters of an hour,

Another snowfall had begun, though
it was sparse and light, making itself
felt now amd again hy a moist spot
upon the face,  The carolers had struck
up “Noel” some Httle distance away,
and between their verses the chapel
party could be heard at the farvther
end of the town, Indeed It was scarce
the best possible night for Hendy's
petulant  adventure,  The spow  de
clared Itself in the weak spots of his
ghoes ere he had gone 200 yards and
the wind was in hig teeth, spiting his
face amd coming litile short of eutting
off hils nose,

Thus e came to Cawthorns, where
lived Baring Spencer, esquire, that il
lustrious Invisible:; and the hilgh privet
hedge, ke a massive black wall, was
g0 good a wind screen that Hendy
turned up a side lane and followed it
walking close, with bowed head and
shoulder brushing the twigs, The
Liedge took @ wile enrve and, following
thix, he enme plump agalopst a small
wooden gote, which swung inward at
the shock, At this he stopped ol
looked about hilm, Without a doult
this was the Kkitchen entrance, Here
wns o unrrow path, with a tall hedge
at each sidie, o short path ending in a
door with a pent roof,

e took a step back and another for-
ward, The wind was as shiarp ns ever
md there was a wetness in the snow
now more frequent, that told of
coming sleet, To follow the lane were
to emerge preseatly in open country;
here under the lee of a
good sized house, with a pent roof to
make it better. More, here was a
“situation.” The homeless outeast,
wronged hy all the world, would seck
shelter, for half an hour at least, on
the doorstep of the proud aod haughty
caplialist, who, if only he were awake
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was shelter

“(lo, then! Go!™

aud aware of the trespass, would proh
ably send bis pampersd minfons to
drive bim forth into the bitter night
The faney accorded with the outeast’s
mood, and truly for oue bent on wal
lowing deep in the pathos of his pre-
dicament this was the most promising
spot thereabout, and one not at all ex
posed to the weather

He let the gate swing bebind him
and walked quietly to the kitehen door,
All was silent, and as he stoml under
the pent roof he saw that the path he
bad come by went farther and skirted
all the back premises, dividing them
from the kitchen garden. As he look-
ed, a projecting frame caught his eye,
like that of an open window, but near
er the ground than be wonld have ex
pected, It was bot a few yards away,
and he went idly toward it. It was a
window, no doubt left open by the
carelessness of a servant,  There was
a staln on the snow Lelow it which be
trayed tle aceasion.  Plainly the sery-
ant haed thang out coffee grounds or the
like and taken no care to shut the et
nwent The honse was rather old, and
for o mement he w1 vaguely
what room it might be whose window
And then the
answer came to hig hangry senses from
the window ftself. Clearly It was the
Eirder, amd no empty  larder  either,
Plekles could be smelled—pickles plain
Iy amd something else, something of
fulsome steaminess aml sweel  recol-
leetion Christmas pudiding

Nodoubt it was a large lavder, though
a mere blackness to sight now; no
doubit ermmmed to the eoiling with a
gupertiuity of the Chreistmas fare that
tasting. Was
It really so large as he fawcled? Qe
felt his pocket amnd found a matehbox
with a few
At least it wus no sin to take a peep.
Everybody was in bed,  He struck a
mateh in the shelter of the window
frame and held it within,

A larder It was, Indesd,
windows—wire within aml gliss wiih
out = left open; o long, brick paved
place—~the floor was a yard at least
below the path he stood on amd fitted
roumd with shelves everywhere, Al
on the shelves

He gazed till the matel burned his
fingers, But the pletare remalned viv
i o bis mind.  Six plum puddings

wolile

wis 20 near the gronnd,

Hewdy saw no chanee of

matehes still remaining.

with both

¢ eanmont here, toog

(was I =ix or seven-—at any rale six)
i row n vh olnelds, with eloths
thed on top: @ et bam on g dish, and
thiree whole ones, hanging: two blrds
grese--hanging nlso:
loln, hall cut away;

A wins=s of cold sir
another mass of
sirloin, uncooked; a large dish of mines
pries, a tub of water In a dark corner,
with ocatwenl spilled about i
no doubt;

Oyslers,
butter,
The agony of it!

Was It six puddings or seven? Neo
Farm In counting, at any rate. He
strock another match.

Six plum puddings!  And what could
one man—n bachelor—want with six
plum puddings, to say nothing of all
the rest of this exteavagant provision?
I'robably the housekeeper or the cook
wis swindling her master and prepar
ing all this to regale herself and lier
frivodds. It would serve her right If
somehody were to walk off with one
of those puddings and, say, one ham
a mere act of Justiee, indeed. Not
that he eonld do such a thing as that
himself, of course, though, Indeed, it
would I rather a lark —the sort of
juke you could tell your fricnds of
years after—how the rich company
monger supported the drama, afrer all,
without knowing it

It would be the easiest thing in the
worlid to get o, too—as easy as golng
Nobody would know, of
course, amd It would really seem a
capital  joke afterward. Awd, while
this would be a joke, going without a
Chiristmas dinvner would be a serious
matter,  Were they oysters In that
tuh?  The spilled oatmeal would secm
o indieate as  wuch, though you
onldu’t tell with certalnty at this dis
tanee. Aml then—

Mr. Baring Spencer
Lox of elgars and a decanter.
1 Horld, heavy jowled man of forty
tive or thereabout, and It was probable
thatt I his time he had empticd more
decanters than this one. A few deaflt
prospectuses amd such papers lay about
the table, but they were do with
bours ngo. He had discovered a very
exeellent port o the eellar, and now,
the decanter belng empty, Mr. Rarviog
Speneer, after a look at his watceh, de
ehdeal that on the whole he would see
thot another bottle, The rest of the
honsehold were In bed, so he took a
g e amd want down stalrs himself,
e was ou the cellar stalrs when he
heard o slight nolse In the direction of
the larder. Perbaps a eat had got in
o It

Joe Hendy had burned his  last
mateh and, with a pudding dangling
by its cloth from one hand, was feel-
the shelf with the other in
pursuit of the cut ham when the door
Hew open behimd him, and his beart
flew up nto his mouath,.  There were a
light aml o erash and two hands on
lils collar belind, and at that, with a
vell of despalr, Hendy twisted about
i fought wildly with both hads
The candle went over and out, the
pudding molil smashed agaiost a shelf
amd  the  eloth, still gripped In his
tngers, <hed cool, moist pudding about
the heads of thief and financler alike.

it Hewdy was the weaker, and the
shock  hmd despolled  him of  wimd

Presently he was drgged throough the
Toor amd found himself hmploring pay
lon amd release in abject terms. e
wias starving, and  the window  was
ipen to tempt i he had a sick wife,
o food for her, disgrace would kil bher
1l 2o forth

“Come,™ sald bis  captor, hard of
breath himself; “you just come aloug,
and we'll see about that,”  And  he
pished the eaptive, now all terror and
subimission, up stalrs before him in the
dark, tripping and stumbling.  For it
stinek Mre. Baring Spencer for reasons
that possibly, f no particualar harm
were done, it wonld be better to terrify
the intruder and send him about his
business rather than engage in trouble
some bnsiness at a police court. So at
the tap of a short Bight Hendy found
himselt pushed first across o dimly
lightedl passage and then through a
sty door,

From a landing high above cmme o
trembling female volee: “Mr. Spencer,
sir!  Are you there, sir? 11 thought
I heard a noise!™

Whereto Me. Spencer, In the passage
without, replicd with so terrifying a
mouthful of language that the voice
wig heard no more,

Poor Hemdy, pale and  trembling,
sieared across the face with podding
nml staring at the decanter on the
table without seeing it, started at that
amazing string of rhetorie.  Surely
surely the idiom was somehow fa-
miliar,

Mr. Baring Spencer came In at the
door, amd for the first time their eyes
et in full light,  Both were to some
extent disguised in pudding, but Heody
Lkuew his man ar once. “Why,” he
easped,  “Fitz—Fiez-Howard!"”

SELT grunted  the other  sharply.
“MWhat's that ¥ for hiz own recollection
wis glower.  But the name

Hendy ook a long breath, wiped the
taek of his hand across his face and
ot down uninvited,  “My name’s Hen-
Ay, e sadd: “Joseph Hendy, juventles,
Trevor itz Ilu-\\ ard's company, Leeds;
Trevor Fitg-Howarl's company, Hris-
tol, Youw've got yvour pudding back;
give me my bhoots,"™

“What? What d'you mean?"

“All right, all vlght,” Hendy
on, now elear inomind and dangerous,

I“raps you might bluf it off with one
bt there's Miss
RAme conpEny
You owe ber a week or two salary

rows of Jam pots,

| cheese—evervthing

down stairs,

+ sat late, with a
He was

Ing along

waent

plone biroke busker,

I think. An’ there’s Norton—Teddy
Norton,  Hemewmber him? Walking

gettheman, Trevor Fitz-Howard's com
puny, L >

Mr I ¥ RBpencer  sat
Well? he =ald, after a pause,

SVl Hendy went on slowly, “you
et o be dolng pretty well now,
IMrap= you ean afford to pay off those
rrenrs,”

SO answersd the other laconieally,

il there was another pause.  “Pat
stippose | won't? Suppose [ just eall
the police amd pot you In Jall? For, of

mrse, 1T know nothing of all this non
sense you talk of.”

“Very well” Hendy replied, rising
wenrlly, “call "em, but U'm afeald you'll
get county conrted over those salaries,
An' when it begins—Lor', when will It

down

stop?”
This was quite true. For If all the
mlguidated  debts  incarred in My,
Fite Howard's theatrieal ea
reer were to be ealled up at onee by
reditors all over the country Mr. Bar-
Ing Spencer would be squeezed very
Heht  indesl And  onee  the two

F'revan

aaines were ldentiied the rush would
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