
BANDON RECORDER.
Portoauene Hotel Clock«.

It Is the fashion for Portuguese 
clocks to strike the hour twice over. 
Heateu only knows why, for certainly 
the people are not so keen about the 
profitable use of their time that they 
require to be reminded thus of its 
flight. The habit Is apt to be irritating, 
especially in the night, when your bed, 
like euough a straw mattress and a 
bran pillow, chances to be near one of 
these monsters which dings Its four 
and twenty strokes at midnight, with 
* pause between the dozens which 
merely stimulates expectation. If there 
are five clocks In the establishment, all 
with sonorous works--and the supitosl- 
tlon is reasonable—they will, of course, 
differ widely, so that twenty-four may 
be striking, with Intervals, during a 
maddening half hour.

You may happen to want to know 
badly which one of the monsters Is the 
least mendacious, and the bells at your 
bed bead communicate with two serv­
ants, one a Gallego and the other a 
Portuguese. In such a case ring for the 
despised stranger without hesitation. 
He will be with you In a minute, fresh 
and smiling, though half nnked. and 
If he distrusts bis own judgment about 
the clocks he will not mind saying so 
and hasten to awaken the landlord 
himself rather than that you should 
remain In doubt.

I regret to add that his more conceit­
ed fellow servant will more probably 
say whatever first comes to his tongue, 
more heedful of bls own comfort than 
of your desires.—Chambers' Journal.

The l.ant Glndlutorlnl Combat.
Gladiatorial games were prohibited 

by an edict of the Emperor Constan 
tine In A. D. 325. but from some cause, 
probably the loudly expressed disap 
probation of the people, the edict was 
allowed to fall into disuse, ami Its pen­
alties were never visited on Its vio­
lators. During the reign of Ilonorius 
the defeat of the Goths in Italy was 
celebrated by games, but In the midst 
of the tights in the amphitheater of 
Vespasian a monk named Telemachus 
found his way Into the arena aud part­
ed the combatants with a large pro­
cessional cross.

The populace swarmed over the bar­
ricades and tore the monk to pieces, 
but the moral effect of the heroic act 
was permanent, and in A. D. 404 an 
imperial edict abolished gladiatorial 
sports in the Coliseum and shortly aft­
er throughout the Itomnn empire. The 
fight stopped by Telemachus was the 
lust in the Coliseum, and that structure 
Is now consecrated to the honor of 
Telemachus and the Christian martyrs 
who perished in the persecutions by 
Nero and other emperors.

Two Cruel I'uiiInIiiiiciiit.
The gantlope, or gantlet, was mili­

tary and naval punishment for theft. 
A man bad to run the gantlet of a 
long file of Ids fellow soldiers, each 
provided with a switch, and to prevent 
the sinner going too rapidly and to see 
that no man, impelled by motives of 
friendliness or kindness, failed to strike 
bard, a sergeant walked back ward, fac­
ing the saal sinner, with a halberd 
pointed at the latter’s breast.

After a lengthy experiment this was 
found to be inconvenient and degrad 
Ing. so recourse was had to another 
method, a variety of the same species 
of torture. The offender was tied to 
four halberds, three In n triangle and 
a fourth across. The regiment or com­
pany then tiled off. the cat o'-nlne-talls 
was placed In the hands of the first 
man. who gave the culprit a lash and 
passed on. handing the cat to the sec­
ond. who also gave a lash, and so the 
game went merrily on until the offense 
bad been expiated.—London Graphic.

There Wn» n Tale to It.
The girt at the music counter has 

some funny experiences. For instance, 
the other day a well dressed woman 
bustled up to the music department of 

/-•■great store and said In a loud voice:
“Have you got a piece of music called 

•The Cloeodlle's Tail?’”
"No, madam." answered the clerk. 

"We have one called”—
“But you bad ft here .ast week. 1 

saw It,” she interrupted. "It is from 
*Tlie Burgomaster.' aud I want it to­
day."

“Are you sure that Is the name of 
It?” asked the clerk.

“Yes. that's the name. I remember It 
distinctly. Are you sure you haven't 
got it?”

“We have one called ‘The Tale of the 
Kangaroo.’ from 'The Burgomaster,’ " 
volunteered the clerk, and after some 
hesitation on the part of the customer 
“The Tale of the Kangaroo" was sold. 
—New York Herald.

The Rival Gorilla«.
Once upon a time a gorilla wns In 

love, and while be delayed bls proposal 
a rival appeared on the scene, gained 
the affections of the one lie loved, pro­
posed. was accepted and soon married 
her.

A year passed, and the disappointed 
lover called on bls successful rival 
while he was swinging on a hickory 
limb, with a crying baby in Ills arms, 
and silently listened to his wife scold 
Ing him for some fancied breach of 
household regulations.

“That was a narrow escape." he said 
as he turned quickly In tils tracks nnd 
hurried away.

Moral.—Delays are dangerous for Hie 
other fellow.—New York Herald.

A Glnnt Tree.
Near Dakar, In lower Senegal, Is an 

enormous baobab tree whose trunk 
measures fully seventy-five feet In cir­
cumference at the base. The fruit of 
the baobab, which grows abundantly 
In Senegal. Is called "monkey bread.” 
It Is used by the natives for curdling 
milk and ns n specific for certain dis­
eases. Decoctions of the dried leaves 
are also used as medicine. From the 
bark strong cords are made, and the 
gum that exudes from It Is employed 
ns a salvo. The root of the young bao­
bab is sometimes eaten by the natives.

A doctor has written to the "London 
Times suggesting the running of motor 
cars at a speed fully up to the legal 
limit as a means of administering th» 
open air treatment to consumptives

The lighthouse at Cape Knllakrn. on 
the European coast of the Black sen, 
was destroyed by the earthquake on 
March 31. Steps have been taken for 
the provision of a temporary light.

she intends to give a violet party soon, 
and all of the flowers and decorations 
will be of the violeta, and ribtons, etc., 
of that hue.

««««
Take the best butter and cut it into 

very thin slices, place a wet cloth in a 
dish or stone jar that can be covered. 
Lay your thin slices of butter in this, 
place a heavy layer of violets on top, 
then another layer of the butter, and so 
on, until you have as much as required. 
See that the last layer is of violets, 
however, and then place a weight on 
top, and then the cover, set in a cool 
place until wanted. Home prefer to 
serve the butter in the thin slices, cut 
into fancy shapes or squares, just as it 
comesoutof the jar. Others will work it 
over, so that the violet flavor will be 
carried all the way through, then it 
will be put th • >u i it dainty mould, 
and in serving a single violet or possi­
bly two or three of the blossoms will be 
laid on the plate.

»»»»
"Myrtle I)----- ’’ wants to know how

to treat her umbrella plants, but I will 
have to postpone the answer until next 
week.

BRIEF REVIEW.

Railless Electric Line.
The magnificent old Corniche road, 

from Nice to the Convent of Laghet, 
passing by La Turble, is to be served 
by a novel and ingenious traction sys­
tem. No rails will be laid. The cars 
are practically large electric motorcars 
minus accumulators. The motor re­
ceives its electrical |s>wer from over­
head wires. Central electrical works 
will provide the current, which will 
pass through two parallel aerial wires 
supported by posts. One wire will to 
used by the ascending, the other by the 
descending vehicle. Great economy of 
energy is obtained, besides the gain of 
all the space and the avoidance of the 
weight of the accumulators. One fea­
ture of the system is the ease with 
which the motorcars will make way or 
pass around any carriage they encoun­
ter, the connecting wire being long 
enough to allow of such deviations.

New Leguminous Plant.
German papers speak of an annual 

belonging to the leguminous class 
g gm tropical Africa which is 
largely cultivated by the negroes as an 
article of food. It has also been intro­
duced to some extent in Brazil. The 
Africans call it woandsu, but its botan­
ical name is Glycine subterránea. The 
fruit, like the peanut, matures under 
the ground. The eatable kernel has 
the shape of an egg, and is dark red, 
with black stripes and a white hilum 
like most beans. It furnishes a very 
white flour, the flavor of which, after 
cooking, very much resembles that of 
chestnuts. Two pounds of the product 
would supply the daily requirements 
of the human system. This is one of 
the very few fruits which, in a natural 
state, contains all the chemical proper­
ties of perfect nutriment

New Marine Propulsion.
A new method of marine propulsion 

by pneumatic ejection was tried re­
cently at the Carpenter Company’s 
Baths at Stratford, says a London 
newspaper. The inventor has made 
two model boats, flve feet in length, 
one a shallow-draught river boat and 
the other on the lines of an ocean-going 
steamer. The steam is generated in a 
boiler of special pattern, and by means 
of a patent steam jet induction appara­
tus atmospheric air is propelled along 
tutos running to the stern of the vessel. 
The force of the air against the water 
propels the toat. Reversing is effected 
by diverting the steam into tubes run­
ning to the bow, and steering by stop­
ping the ejection of steam on one side.

A Forgotten Craft.
It was probably known to nearly 

every Roman citizen how the mortar 
which cemented the stones in their 
buildings was made—just as it is now 
known to the majority of people that 
the principal ingredient of English 
mortar is street scrapings, says a Lon­
don newspaper. But, the knowledge 
being general, nobody wrote it down, 
and in time, as the Romans shifted 
their building upon slaves and foreign­
ers, the recipe of their mortar was lost. 
So far it has not been discovered, 
though the secret of it would be im­
mensely valuable, for the cement out­
lasts the very stones which it joins.

Rust Preventive for Iron.
Copper sulphide, in the opinion of 

Professor Hess, solves the problem of a 
permanent rust-preventing coating for 
iron. The well-cleaned iron is sus­
pended for a few minutes in a copper 
sulphate solution, rinsed with water, 
t leu moved about a few minutes in a 
solution of sodium hypo-sulphite con­
taining a very little hydro-cholric acid. 
The blue-black surface resulting, rinsed 
and dried, is adherent ami durable.

A Chinese manuscript in the Paris 
Library proves that anaesthetics for 
surgical purposes were used in China 
1700 years ago.

The largest bird of prey in the Old 
World is the lammergeier, or toarded 
vulture, which has a wing expanse of 
from nine to ten feet.

A French farmer has made experi­
ments which show that caterpillars 
avoid black objects, but are attracted 
in numbers by white.

There are 2800 acrers of celery this 
year in the peatlands near Westminster 
Cal., which, it is estimated, will pro­
duce 1600 carloads.

It is stated that during the last year 
420 ton« of clgarettaa ser» exported 
from Algeria

***»»**.*««««»»»»»»*»»»»*. ♦ •

• Polly Larkin :
• • ♦ *»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»*»»»»»♦♦

1 wonder it there will ever come a 
time when violets will not be brought 
forth by our milliners two or three 
times during each season? Whenever 
the milliners find the fair sex are begin­
ning to tire of some new fad, for in­
stance, the popular black and white 
that has had such a run since the fall 
opening of winter novelties, then they 
resort to violets. I have seen a numtier 
of the new velvet hats trimmed in great 
bunches of beautiful violets, and it is a 
welcome change from the somlier black 
and white that has grown tiresome. 
Violets, it seems, like the natural blos­
soms, will always find a place in milli­
nery through the spring, summer, au­
tumn and winter seasons. Once in a 
while you will hear someone say, *‘l 
am positively sick and tired of violets, 
they have grown so common," but 
wait a little while and you will see that 
selfsame person with a bran new hat 
trimmed up in violets and wearing a 
corsage bouquet of the natural Howers. 
There is no use trying to relegate them 
to the background, for they are bound 
to make their appearance with each 
season.

»»»»
Speaking of violets reminds me of a 

neat little conceit in the way of adver­
tising that a prominent manufacturer 
of fine perfumeries adopted to popular­
ize his perfumes, especially his violet 
extract, for which lie asked the modest 
sum of one dollar an ounce, but a drop 
will go a long way, it being so |M>werful 
that more than a drop would make the 
odor unpleasant. It is so like the per­
fume of the natural violets that this one 
d op placed on the dress or the hand­
kerchief gives one the impression that 
the party lias a whole bunch of the fra­
grant flowers and you naturally look 
for them. But going back to the man­
ufacturer of this lovely extract, he has 
sent out broadcast over the land to 
druggists and other dealers in jierfum- 
eries, quantities of artificial violets—a 
single violet being wired, and perfumed 
with tins violet extract—this is given 
to the different customers and it is im­
mediately pinned on the dress. It sim­
ply advertises itself, and wins many a 
customer for the dainty and exquisite 
perfume.

» » * *
Here is something else in regard to 

violets that will be of interest, not only 
to the medical world, but the people in 
general. All English woman suffering 
from cancer reports a wonderful cure 
by the pimple infusion of violet leaves. 
She was so delighted with the success 
of the treatment that she had circulars 
printed for distribution all over London 
telling of the marvelous cure. The 
medical university hospital at Balti­
more, Md., lias become interested, ami 
is to try the new discovery on a woman 
Buffering with cancer. Many thou­
sands of fragrant violets will be crushed 
for use In testing their efficacy as a cure 
for the cancer that is slowly sapping 
away the life of the sufferer. The violet 
leaves will be pressed into poultices, as 
was done in the London case. As fast 
as the preparation dries, or becomes 
cold, fresh poultices will lie used. If it 
works as successfully in this case as it 
did with the English woman, it will 
create a new interest in the modest lit­
tle violet that poets have inscribed some 
of their sweetest sehtiin'ints to. The 
fragrant violet blossoms have helped 
many an ardent wooer to win the 
choice of his heart; they have figured 
at the wedding, the feast, the last token 
to be laid on the tomb, the gift to the 
friend, speaking its own little message 
clearer than words sometimes could do. 
Within the past few years candied 
violets have lieen one of the most choice 
and dainty confections that has been 
placed on the market to tempt one 
blessed with the sweet tooth and a 
fondness for everything in the line of 
sweets, from candled rose leaves and 
violets down to the good old-fashioned 
molasses candy youi grandmother used 
to make for you. Violets have been 
recognized for many a long day as a 
deoderizer or disinfectant. No matter 
how impure the air and how offensive 
the odor may be, by placing violets in 
vases around the room, you will soon 
find that all the unpleasantness has dis­
appeared.

»»»»
Now, if the cancer treatment proves 

a success in the Baltimore hospital, 
there will be no end to the culture of 
the sweet scented little blossoms, which 
can lie grown in quantities with so lit­
tle trouble. The remedy, too, will be 
so simple that every person suffering 
with the terrible disease can lie his own 
physician, saving tremendous doctor's 
bills, and with the assurance that the 
dread disease can l>e cured without the 
use of the knife

»»»»
Polly saw a freak of nature in the 

way of flowers here in San Francisco 
the other day. There was a lilac bush 
in full bloom. Not great tufted purple 
plumes that you see in the spring, still 
every branch had a little purple flower 
that nodded in the cold biting wind 
that had a suspicion of the frost’s icy 
fingers in its touch. Another plant 
that decided to bloom out of its regular 
season was a syringa or mock orange, 
as some people term them. It was lit­
erally covered with the white blossoms, 
and as though it did not intend to be 
outdone by so small a shrub in the 
flower world, a big magnolia tree 
showed two creamy buds and one full­
blown flower.

»»»»
Now, for some questions that have 

been sent to Polly to answer, and by 
the way, they led up to the subject of 
this week’s column—violets. “Cor- 
nine" wants to know how to cause but­
ter to partake of the odor of violets, as

HE KILLED THE CASE
FATAL EFFECT OF BROTHER SPEARS' 

MUSICAL TESTIMONY.

After the Jury Heard It They Ac­
quitted the Maaabty Children Who 
l.nuahed In Chnreh nnd lllatnrhed 
the Itellaloua Auaeuibla|re.

A well known lawyer of Lancaster. 
Mo., related the following legal inci­
dent: One of the most original lawyers 
I ever met in my life was Sam Dysart, 
who many years ago was a resident of 
our county. Sam was a born humorist 
and could have made his fortune in the 
lecture Held. When he lived up our 
way. he was engaged on one occasion 
Io defend a lot of boys and girls charg­
ed with disturbing a religious assem­
bly out in the country. "Laughing und 
giggling" Is the way the Information 
rend. The case was tried before Squire 
A. C. Bailey, a good old man who lias 
long since gone to his final reward. 
Like all cases of the sort, It attracted 
an Immense crowd from the vicinity of 
the alleged outrage.

T. C. Tadlock prosecuted, and he was 
Instructed by the church people to 
spare no pains to convict the disturb­
ers, who were very much frightened 
by being dragged Into court. All the 
defendants were children of good fam­
ilies, nnd It wns their first offense. 
They candidly admitted they laughed 
out In church, and the state insisted 
that by their own mouths they were 
condemned.

Brother Tice Spears, a righteous man 
of Puritanic type, was the main prose­
cuting witness. He had conducted the 
service, and be testified that the peace 
was sadly disturbed by the unseemly 
behavior of the "rioters.” After he 
told ills story In chief he sat down with 
clasped hands, waiting for the defend­
ants’ attorney to begin on him. He 
didn't have long to wait. The exami­
nation began like this:

"Brother Spears, you led the meetin’ 
that night?"

"1 did, sir.”
“You prayed?”
“I dhl, sir.”
“And preached?”
“I tried to.” 
“And sang?” 
“I sang.” 
“What did you sing?” 
“ ‘There Is a Fountain Filled With 

Blood,’ sir."
Here Mr. Dysart pulled a bymubook 

from his pocket and banded it to the 
witness with the remark:

"Please turn to that song, Brother 
Spears."

The witness did so.
“That’s what you sang that niglit?” 
“It is, sir.”
“Well, stand up and sing it now. if 

you please.”
“Wliat!"
“You heard what I said, Brother 

Spears.”
"But I can’t sing before this sort of 

crowd.”
"'Brother Spears,” with much appar­

ent indignation, “do 1 understand that 
you refuse to furnish legitimate evi­
dence to this Jury?”

“No, no—but. you see”—
“Your honor," said Mr. Dysart, “I 

Insist that the witness shall sing the 
song referred to Just as he did on the 
night of alleged disturbance. It Is a 
part of our evidence and very impor­
tant. The reason for it will be disclos­
ed later on.”

There was a long jangle between 
the lawyers, and the court finally or­
dered the witness to get up nnd sing.

"And mind you. Brother Spears,” 
said Dysart seriously, “you must sing 
it Just as you did that night. If you 
change a note, you will have to go back 
and do It all over again.”

The witness got up and opened the 
book. There is a vast difference be­
tween singing to a congregation In 
sympathy with you nnd a crowd of 
courtroom habitues. Brother Spears 
wns painfully conscious of the fact. 
You know how these old time hymns 
are sung in the backwoods settle­
ments? You begin In the basement 
and work up to the roof nnd then lenp 
off from the dizzy height nnd finally 
finish the line in the basement.

That's the way the witness did. He 
had a good voice—that Is, It was strong. 
If Gabriel's trumpet ever gets out of 
whack he could utilize that voice and 
wake the dead Just as readily. It 
seemed to threaten the window lights. 
Tlie crowd didn't smile, It Just yelled 
with laughter. The Jurymen bent 
double and almost rolled from their 
seats. The court bit his corncob pipe 
harder and looked solemn. It wasn’t 
nny use. There were only two straight 
faces in the house. One belonged to 
n deaf man and the other to Sam Dy­
sart. The singer finished nnd sat down. 
He looked tired. Sam Immediately ex­
cused him.

When the time for speecbmaking 
came Sam remarked to the Jury: "If 
you gentlemen think you could go to 
one of Brother Spears’ meetings and 
behave better than you have here, why 
you may be Justified In convicting these 
boys and girls.”

That was all be said, but it gave 
the Jury lots to think about. They 
brought In a verdict of not guilty, 
with the request that Brother Spenrs 
sing another song But that gentle­
man find gone home nnd court ad­
journed.—Macon Republican.

Ktpenaex of a Yacht Owner.
There Is no question that modern lux­

ury hits reached Its most extravagant 
pinnacle in yachting, which. In the elab­
orate profusion of its expense, brings 
us very close to the latter days of the 
Roman empire. Take a single case. A 
heal like Colonel Payne’s 650 ton yacht 
Aphrodite carries a company of 60 men 

captain, first nnd second mates, car­
penter. chief steward, assistant stew­
ard 2 iM'droom stewards, pantrymnn. 
chief cook. 2 assistant cooks, chief en 
glneer. 3 assistant engineers, 3 oilers. 
15 firemen nnd 10 men before the mast. 
—Leslie's Monthly.

Tlir Artichoke.
The nrtlcboke Ims nothing to do with 

art or the choking of It. The artichoke 
Is an Innocent vegetable, known to tbe 
Arabians ns the nrdlschaukl, or enrth 
thorn. The Jerusalem artichoke wns 
never seen nenr Jerusalem. Its first 
name Is n corruption of the Italian gl- 
rasole. which means turning to tbe sun. 
It Is a species of sunflower, bearing a 
tutor like that of a potato.

RIDING IN CHINA.
r.lns the Donkey, the Sbentsn aad 

the Wheelbarrow.
Here comes a gorgeously clad lady 

.•filing a donkey, her busband by her 
tide. She rides straddle legs, but round 
her Is drawn nn embroidered petticoat, 
displaying all Its beauties when riding, 
her face Is painted and powdered, her 
lower lip is one large daub of vermil­
lion. nnd ber wonderfully dressed hair 
Is shining with grease and gum. She 
wears no hat, however hot tbe day, 
but she carries a fan or an oil paper 
parasol, and she looks very glum ns the 
barbarian passes, for be is not sup­
posed to see lit r, though very probably 
she stoops and chatters to her lord and 
master once he Is well out of tlie way.

Next there conies a sheiitzu that is, 
u long clmlr with a hood hung between 
two mules walking tandem fasblou. 
IiunetiiiK s there is another gayly dress­
ed woman in It. sometimes a magis­
trate or other grandee, Gut oftenest of 
all come the shrieking, creaking wheel­
barrows. tin’ universal vehicle of Chi- 
ua.

The wheel Is In the middle, and there 
Is a seat on eitner side, and the way 
those tortured wheels cry out Is ex­
cruciating-tbe air is full of the sound, 
l'lie Chinaman cannot be prevailed up­
on to grease them. In tlie first place, 
ho Is oconoinli al nnd would not waste 
tbe grease, and In tlie next he looks 
upon .i silent wheel with suspicion. 
“Would you have him going like a 
thief?” lie asks plaintively.

Nevertheless these wheelbarrows are 
the only wheeled vehicles, and a cooly 
will wheel two men and their baggage 
easily, l'lie bishop of northern China 
declares he Ims traveled thousands of 
miles on a wheelbarrow. Empire Re­
view.

THE FIRST CAMERA.
It VVnx Indented by an llullan In the 

Sixteenth Century.
The cemera was invented by an Ital­

ian named Baptista Porta, though it 
was not at first used for photograph­
ing. It wi s in reality merely a dark 
room, into which the light was admit­
ted through a little round hole in one 
side. The rays of light coming from 
objects outside of this room entered it 
through tills aperture and made a pic­
ture on the other side of tlie room glow­
ing bi all tbe beauty and color of na­
ture Itself, but rather Indistinct and 
upside down.

This dark room was contrived by Por­
ta about tin* middle of the sixteenth 
century. lie improved It later by plac­
ing a glass lens in the aperture and 
utslde a mil ror which received tbe 

raysof light and reflected them through 
the lens so that that Image upon the 
apposite wail within was made much 
brighter, more distinct and in a natu­
ral or erect position Tills was really 
the first cam.'t-a obscura, an Invention 
which is enjoyed to the present day, 
being situated often upon a hilltop, 
where a picturesque country surround­
ing may be reflected through a lens 
which is placed in the center of the 
conical roof

Now, our modern photographic cam­
era Is merely a small content obscura 
In its simplest form, carrying a lens at 
one end And a ground glass screen at 
the other It is. however, often mueb 
more complicated In its construction.

Shopping In Athena.
In his volume on “Modern Athens’," 

George Ilorton says that shopping in 
the Greek capital is a more elaborate, 
time consuming and minute process 
even than with us. "Tin1 oriental 
method of doing business still prevails. 
The dealer sets a price, the buyer an­
other. nnd often three or four hours of 
patient will cot test pass before a com­
promise is reached. The patron asks, 
Tlow much is this piece of silk?’ 'One 
dollar a yard.' is the reply. 'Thirty 
cents’ is offered. The merchant Is 
thrown into something resembling nn 
apoplectic fit. He swears by his fa­
ther's soul that it cost 95 cents.

“The lady takes a seat with a sigh 
ami after twenty minutes Inquires In­
nocently. 'Finally. 30 cents?' ‘Never! 
But to keep you and not lose your cus­
tom. you may have It for what I paid. 
1)5 cents.’ 'You poor tiling!' sighs the 
lady sarcastically. There are a dozen 
or more women sitting about the store. 
When finally the proprietor comes 
down to it price that one Is willing to 
pay. she rises, receives her bundle and 
departs, declaring good naturedly that 
slic had been swindled and that she 
will never come back again.”

A Question of Ownership.
“Are you the man who advertise« 

'Own your own home?'” said the de­
jected looking caller.

“I am.” answered the real estat« 
dealer.

“Well. I'd like to get the recipe.”
“Tbe what?”
“The recipe. Tbe modus operand!. I 

want to know what tc^do to own my 
owu home. Our cook has a temper like 
a raging lion and muscles like Her­
cules. If you can, tell me Itow to dis­
possess ber. Money’s no object.”— 
Washington Star.

Aa One Being;.
Edith—I hear that you and Fred are 

quite Interested In one another.
Bertha—Don't you tell a soul. Edith, 

but really I believe Fred and I were 
made for each other. We have played 
coif together three times, and we never 
have quarreled, except two or three 
times when Fred was clearly Iti the 
wrong. Boston Transcript.

lie Wasn't It,
“My dear Miss Billmore,” sadly wrote 

young Hankinson. "I return herewim 
your kind note, in which you accept 
my offer of marriage. You will obser.- 
that It begins 'Dear George.’ t oo no- 
know who George is, but my name, r 
you know. Is William.”—Chicago 
tine. _______ a___ .

aew Attraction.
Towne—I see Gay man had to psy 

Miss Koy $25.(rto for breach of |>ecv» 
Ise.

Browne—Yea. aud now to’s trying to 
marry ber for Iter money.-Philade) 
pbla Press. _____ ___

There Is a g'-od deal of quiet snt!« 
faction In seeing somebody else rut: 
against fresh paint. Milwaukee Join 
nal.

There Is one admirable thing ab m 
a dog—be always acts natural. Atcbl 
son Globe.

FLOWER AND TREE.

Tobacco water will destroy bugs and 
worms ou rosebushes.

Only well rotted rnuuure should be 
allowet! to come lu contact with tbe 
roots of trees.

Don’t try to transplant a cyclamen 
after tbe bulb has begun to throw up 
green leaves. If you do, you will lose 
your bulb.

Vines may be set in the spring and 
also In tbe fall. It Is said tbe clematis 
docs best If set In the latter season, 
while the wistaria, honeysuckle and Ja­
pan ivy are by preference to be planted 
In the spring.

One reason why plants often do not 
succeed lu window culture is tbe waut 
of moisture in tbe air. Anything that 
tends to supply this lack Is so much 
galued. Ou this account plants often 
do tost in tbe kitchen window.

Tlie petals of a single flower fall 
sooner than do those of a double one 
for tbe reason that the Inner petals are 
transformed more slowly aud retain 
the power of adherence they need 
when performing their original func­
tion.

Romance of the Corinthian Column.
In tbe winter a young girl bad died 

in Corinth. Some time afterward ber 
maid gathered together various trin­
kets and playthings which the girl had 
loved and brought them to the girl'e 
grave. There she placed them In a 
basket near the monument aud put 
a large square tile upou tbe basket to 
prevent tbe wind from overturning it. 
It liapiM'iied that under the basket was 
a root of an acanthus plaut. When 
spring came, tbe acanthus sprouted, 
but its shoots were not able to pierce 
the basket, and accordingly they grew 
around ft, having tbe basket In their 
rnldst. Such of tbe long leaves as 
grew up against the four protruding 
corners of tbe tile on the top of the 
basket curled round tinder these cor­
ners and formed pretty volutes.

Kallimachos. the sculptor, walking 
that way one day, saw this and im­
mediately conceived the notion that the 
form of tbe basket with the plaque 
on top of It nnd surrouudeil by the 
leaves and stalks of acanthus would 
l>e a comely beading for columns lu ar­
chitecture. He from this idea formed 
the beautiful Corinthian style of capi­
tal. Such, at least, is tbe story as tbe 
architect Vitruvius told it 1,900 years 
ago.

Too Much Apathy.
Couldock's company was once barn­

storming through Virginia. It was at 
Petersburg, and the play was "The 
Chimney Corner.'' All through tbe au­
dience sat In distressing silence, neither 
laughing nor shedding a tear, although 
"Tlie Chimney Corner" abounds with 
humor and pathos and tbe company 
then producing It was of great merit 
for those times. Couldock appeared to 
pay no attention to the apathy of his 
audience until just at tbe close of the 
performance. The concluding lines of 
the play are somewhat to this effect: 
“You, John, are happy, aud ao are you, 
Ellen; so am I. and so are we all. Let 
us hope that our friends the public 
share our happiness.”

But. to the surprise of everybody, 
Couldock fell into a towering passion 
when be reached these lines, and In 
thundering tones he said. "You. John, 
are liappy. nnd so are you, Ellen; so 
am 1. and so are we all except tlie fools 
that have been sitting like Stoughton 
bottles in front of tbe footlights to­
night!"

A Golf Story,
A well known Scotch “meenlster" 

took up golf and despite great practice 
could not succeed lu passing the tyro 
stage. Ills simple exclamations of 
“Tut, tut!” "Ob, dear, now!" "Well, 
well!” ami the like were plain evi­
dences of a perturbed spirit.

One day. when the persplratlou flow­
ed freely from Ills lofty brow and bls 
honest countenance shone with a lus­
ter and radiance which, alas, were not 
due to calmness of soul, but rather tbe 
heat of tbe sun and his laborious ef­
forts to move the obstinate gutta 
percha from Its station on the tee, be 
was tempted to Indulge In strong lan­
guage. "Dear, dear, but I'll have to 
gle it up! I’ll have to gfe it up!” he 
said at last, with a despairing look at 
the ball.

"Give up the game, Mr. D.!” exclaim­
ed his friend, who had been a witness 
of his attempts.

"Na, na—the meenlstry!” answered 
the other, with a sigh.

The Sacred Bone.
The bone lux, or the "resurrection 

bone.” Is nt tbe lower extremity of the 
spinal column. The Jewish rabbis 
taught that It was Incorruptible, and 
from it, as from a seed, the human 
hotly would spring at the resurrection. 
There is a Jewish tradition that the 
Emperor Hadrian questioned n rabbi 
as to the existence of this bone and 
was convinced by the production of 
one by the Jewish teacher. Various 
attempts were made to destroy It. It 
was cnst into a furnace and came forth 
unconsumed: It was steeped In boiling 
water, hut remained unsoftened; It was 
smitten with a hammer, and the ham­
mer was broken. Some trace of the 
former reverence for the tone Is found 
In the modern name.

Spider«' Web«.
The webs of those spiders which spin 

snares out of doors, as tbe geometrical 
garden spider, are formed of two sorts 
of silk, one of which Is used for the 
main cables and the radiating threads, 
tbe other for the concentric threads. 
The latter are thickly studded with 
minute globules of a viscous substance, 
which retains the fly, gnat or moth 
that may blunder against them, while 
the former are quite dry and harmless. 
A third kind of silk Is produced by the 
busy little spinner when some such 
large Insect as a wasp has become en­
tangled In the web and threatens to 
break the delicate structure In Its strug­
gles. Tills takes the form of an envel­
oping mass, which Is suddenly produc­
ed and which effectually prevents any 
further gyrations on the part of tbe 
captured Insect.—Cornhill Magazine.

a G«n«.
Dr. A.—Why do you always mak» 

•ueb particular Inquiries as to wlta» 
your patients eat? Does that assist 
you In your diagnosis?

Dr. B.—Not much, but It enables me 
to ascertain their social position a to 
arrange my feoa accordingly.—

A THIEVES’ MABKET.
ONE OF THE PROMINENT PLACES IN 

THE CITY OF MEXICO.

At Policeman Will Show ton th> 
Way to It and Yon May There Pur 
chase Stolen Good« by the Sl^natlr 
Plece or by the Carload.

If you want to know the tluie iz 
the City of Mexico; If you need houst- 
hold goods, objects of art or of per 
aonal adornment; iu fact, If there te 
anything you desire from a pincushion 
to a redhot stove—Just ask a police 
man.

He will point the way to the thieves' 
market without any more Idea of laws 
that deal with those who receive stol­
en goods than if you had asked him the 
way to the best hotel in the city or to 
one of the theaters or to the National 
palace. Tbe official of the law will not 
hesitate to tell you that it is directly 
across the street from the National pal­
ace, east oi the Zocalo—the park of the 
peons—and that If you are timid about 
the size of tbe load you wish to take 
there the gate is large enough to drive 
the biggest truck through without In­
convenience. It is a very simple mut­
ter to find the thieves’ market.

It is no small establishment, but a 
city institution, with a court as large 
as a city block, and It Is crowded from 
morning to night with those who are 
looking for bargains without the slight­
est Idea of moral wrong In buying stol­
en goods. Indeed it is stated that now 
and then persons find property once be 
longing to them exposed there for sale 
at prices so reasonable that it would 
be absurd to go to law about it anil lay 
up against the delightful convenient 
"mitnana” the trouble of appearing in 
court.

The market Is Just what Its name Im 
plies—a thieves’ market, where moths 
do not corrupt, because there is alwaytj 
a stream of purchasers for goods at ri­
diculous prices. Nothing remains In 
stock over a few days. Spread out on 
tables or plied high on the ground can 
be found samples of almost anything, 
for the Mexican ratero Is not partic­
ular what lie steals. The thieves do 
not themselves act as the salesmen, for 
this would be dishonest even to the 
Mexican mind. They dispose of their 
plunder either for a lump sum or take 
a commission from the sellers.

There is no assortment of goods as to 
class or kind. It is a case of pick 
and choose. Crockery, cutlery, tinware 
and cooking utensils are the main sta­
ples, for the Mexican Is careless, and 
the thieves of Ills kind find this sort of 
plunder easy to get and with a ready 
market. The proprietor of one of the 
well known local restnurants admits 
that nearly all bls knives, forks and 
table linen come from the thieves’ 
market. He makes It a point regularly 
to visit there to replenish what may 
have been stolen from ills own place.

But It Is perhaps In the line of curi­
osities, books and objects of art that 
the thieves' market Is most Interesting. 
The libraries of tbe monks, scattered In 
the war of reform, are represented now 
and then. The thieves, of course, know 
nothing of the value of the books.

Recently a folio of Shakespeare, 
bound in vellum, In splendid condition, 
notwithstanding the '.oug ago date of 
Its publication, was picked up by a 
book lover for $1.50 In Mexican silver. 
Several bibliophiles of the United 
States have regular agents In the 
thieves' market, nnd it pays them.

With Maxmilian and bls’court many 
rare works of art came to Mexico. In 
the rush away from Mexico these were 
left behind. Within the last month a 
fan. beyond doubt by Watteau, was 
bought In the thieves’ market for $8. 
The painting !s still bright, the lace ex­
quisite and rare, and the ivoty sticks. 
Inlaid with gold, are still Intact.

Mexico's many wars have made the 
country nn arsenal of obsolete weap­
ons. Swords, guns and firearms from 
the time of Cortes to tbe present dec­
ade can be picked up In tbe thieves' 
market for little or nothing. Some of 
them, outside of their value as curios, 
are of Intrinsic worth, as an American 
discovered not long ago. He bought 
for a trifle an old sword, tarnished and 
dirty. The style of tbe hilt pleased 
him. When to had It cleaned, he found 
that scabbard, hilt and blade were in­
laid with rich gold of marvelous ar­
tistic design.—City of Mexico Letter in 
Npw York Times.

Value of Diamond«.
As to the value of diamonds, per­

fectly white stones or decided tints of 
red, rose, green or blue are most high­
ly prized. Fine cinnamon and salm­
on or brown, black or yellow stones 
also are esteemed. If flawless and 
without tint of any kind, they are 
termed first water. If they possess a 
steely blue color, at times almost 
opalescent, they are cnlled blue white. 
Buch are usually Brazilian stones. Ex­
ceptionally perfect stones are termed 
gents, and for such there Is no fixed 
value, tbe price depending on the puri­
ty and the brilliancy of the stone. Tbe 
term first water varies In meaning, ac­
cording to the class of goods carried by 
tbe dealer using It

It Is impossible to estimate tbe value 
of a diamond by its weight Color, 
brilliancy, cut and general perfection 
of the stone all are to be taken Into 
account Of two stones, both flawless 
and weighing ten carats, one may be 
worth $600 nnd the other $12,000. Ex­
ceptional stones often bring special 
prices. Off color or Imperfect stones 
sell at an average price per carat ra- 
gardless of size

Relieved,
“That must be a pretty bad tooth­

ache to swell your face like that. Why 
don’t you see a dentist?”

"1 did call on your friend. Dr. Pul- 
letn. yesterday aud experienced great 
relief.”

"You must be mistaken. Pulletn has 
been out of town for a week."

“I know. I felt relieved when I 
found that out”—Exchange.

A Christmas Pie,
A customary feature of a Christmas 

dinner In old England was an Immense 
pie of some kind. It was usually com­
posed of fish and flesh and fowl. We 
are told that In tbe reign of Henry 
III. tbe sheriff of Gloucester was once 
ordered by that monarch to procure 
twenty salmon, ten peacocks and ten 
prawns for Christmas pie«.


