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His Filrat Dusi # Venture,

An American eapltalist who hnas
made a fortune running far Into the
millions likes to tell a story of his fit
business ventur
the local grocer.
fond of frequenting a publle salesroom
near his home where all irts of
galns were offered

One day 1 notleed several boxes of
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Man Who Named Amerien
Few Amerl i vare of the fact
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to a German sc n 1507 Marth

A Use For the Hyphen,
A teacher had t eh a lesson on
the hyphen, and thi that 1
understoo
“birds-nest” on bla 1l
boys, why do " I
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]'l---:lll.ilrl.| shade trees that once graced
the streets of 'etaluma have been cut
|down one by one until there are now
{ but few remaining. They realize that
| nothing sdds to a town more than
plenty of shade trees, The ladies are
[untiring in their work and constantly
springing some new scheme to get the
money Lo carry on the improvements,
| A

I'hey set the pace and the story of
their good work has gone out both at
| home and abroad and they are con-
| stantly receiving reqquests from towns
in Californin as well as all over the
United States for instructions and by-
laws ns to the manner of going about
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I heard a group of ladies talking on
the cars the other day, and the honesty
il one of the trio was refreshing ““_I
stlject was Uraud's Urand O pera season.
I'wo of the ladies were going into ec-

| stacies over the opera from start to fin-

ish 'hey had season tickets, They
praised Gadski's charming voice, Mime,
Reuss-Balee, Calve, Kmma Eames, ele,
Fhey declared Andreas Dippel the
grandest tenor they had ever heard.
Each member of the Cirnu Opers Come-
pany came in for his or her share of
praise, but they went into ecstacies
| when it came to =y =anderson's
beauty and charming voice, Oneof the
Indies, who had an air of prosperity,
listened attentively to all the other two
had to say and finally, in response to
the query, “Aren't you going to attend
the opera this year, Mrs, I ' saud,
“Oh, 1 suppose I'll have to, My hus-
band says Mrs, So-and-so and every-
body else that knows anything are go-
ing, and he thinks it is my duty to go.

If I do attend, however, it will only be
to please him, and not because 1 shall

enjoy it & minute, He wants me to get

L new evening costume and an opers
cape that I suppose I shall never have
on again,  Tdon't go any place to wear

suich fol-de-rol I tell him to leave that
or the younger folks to enjoy, but he's
0 Hel He SHYyS }-l'u|'|l‘ ey "I'”.{"l old
their hearts young. He

who keep

would like to see me—think of it, an

old woman who will never see forty-

ght again—dress and act as frisky as
wn elghteen-year-old girl, Hesays it is
to go to the grand opera.
never stay awake
I don't

is mukes me so drowsy

improving
\|.'l_\"-' IL I8, lilt!.‘\ |
long enough to be improved,
Enow what it
when 1 goto a grandopera, for 1 nearly
always go tosleep while I am looking
through my opera glasses, and 1'm glad
But I can sit through
& whole evening at the Orpheum and

when il is over.

never lose s joke or athing that is going
on, and 'm sorry when the perform-
ance is over. But John always was
(ueer.
o
“When there

John wants to

is no grand opera here
go to the Tivoli, where

he can hear the musie. He's elean
daft when it comes tomusic, and thinks
everybony else ought to like musie, too,

If T ean't go to the Orpheum once a
wiek | feel like 1 have lost something.
I'hey give you something to laugh at,
an  laughing keeps you young, I tell
John, 1 would much rather, if 1 can't
go to the Orpheum, put on a pair of
Heece-lined CHsy ~fi!|]u-1'- and an old
sit down at the fire with
Mrs. Holmes'
Rivers' al

wrapper and

¢ nj |'I-'~ and one of

novels, 1've read ‘Lena
almost by
aganin,

‘Lena

least five timees,  1've got it
heart, still 1
Ciuess ['ll be
Rivers' all the time 'm at the opera.’

she rattled on, and the other two, who

want to remd it
dresming aboul

had been going into ecstacies over the
grand opera, looked shocked, and by
the time she finished giving her views
on the opern they appeared disgusted,
but the old Indy didn’t seem to care a
little bit
had given her own honest convietions
She didn’t like
it and she was not going to make it ap-

what their opinion was, she
in regard to the opera.

pear that she did.

L2 2
Club of
Petaluma, who organized several years
ago to try and convert the plazas of that
prosperous town into beautiful parks
that had hitherto been sadly neglected,

I'he Ladies’ Tmprovement

succeeded In-_\‘ullil their most sanguine
expectations. The beauty of the parks
or plazas are commented upon by every
With the aid of the city trus-

have, by giving
ments, ete,, obtained the funds to make
the Hill plaza and Walnut park, as they

visitor.

tees they entertain-

are termed, spots of hiving green, dotted
with palms and other trees, shrubs and
Howers, '”n'_\' took a new departure for
I'banksgiving to increase their funds,
the management of the Argus, one of
the local papers, turning it over to them
for that day, the ladies doing all the
writing, the soliciting for advertise-
ments and subscriptions for the Thanks-
The well

illustrated, containing cuts of the plazas

giving edition. paper  was

and prominent citizens, eto, I‘Ihl'l\' et
with encouragement on every side and
they worked like Trojans to make it a
s, With the
their newspaper venture they will erect

funds

KL netted }._\-
a fountain on the Hill plaza, and to
carry on the improvements Walnut

park was presented with a very pretty

fountain in the shape of a grotto by the
president, Mrs, H, H, Atwater,
LR R

The next step of the Ladies’ Improve-
ment Club will be their eflort to beau-
tify the town by (planting shade trees
on every street in the eity. This will
be hailed with delight, for the many

the work of beautifying the town. In

their own county Healdsburg followed
first, then Sonoma Napa, a neighbor-
ing city, was also heard from. All re-

port good work, and have met with en-

couragement from the citizens,

ment Club are to give n doll fete to raise

funds lo beautify thelr plaza, which
has, like the public plazas of many
neglected. Of all
others this ]rhu‘,“ should be 1\"|l[ up, for
Here the old

Bear flag was raised in the early days.

towns, been sadly
It is on historieal ground.

sonoms s know n to TIANY s the \'Hi-

ley of the moon, and it is the most his-
torical of all the towns in the northern
part of this State, Many of the old

adobe buildings still remain in this
quaint little town, set down like a gem
in the surrounding hills. Sonoma lost
its most interesting citizen, who was
well versed in the historical reminis-
cences of auld lang syne, when the
genial General Vallejo passed to his re-
ward. He was an aristocratic and pol-
Ished gentleman, and when his sum-
monseame the whole country mourned,

-

BRIEF REVIEW,

Excellent Chilean Railways,

For its railways Chile purchases only
the best and most expensive rolling
stock, says the Bulletin of the South
American Republies. The locomotives
have the best erucible steel boilers, with
copper Nttings, such as would be con-
sidered too expensive for general use in
the United States, The car wheels are
of cast iron, with steel tires. The pas-
senger cars are the best that can be
mwade and are handsomely finished in
mahogany. The reason for this fact is
explained by J. Sutomayer, representa-
tive of the Chilean Government in Eu-
rope, with headquarters in Brussels,
when he states that Chile is so far dis-
tant from manufacturing countries and
freight charges are soexcessive thatonly
those equipments which will endure
the greatest amount of wear and tear
are the most economical for usein that

country,

Native Japanese Copper Mines.

The total number of persons employed
in various services at the Ashio mines
and furnaces is abont 10,000, and these
with their families makeop a small city
of 17,000, Of these, 75 per cent have
been born on the spot, as were their
fathers and grandfathers, and some of
them have never seen beyond the red
hills which close in the village and the
They are cared for by the pro-
prietor, fed, and sent to school until 12
years of age. The village has a well-
equipped hospital, at which the opera-
tives and their families are tended with-
out charge. Only men are employed
below ground to dig the ore, working
in shifts of eight hours each, while
those employed at lighter labor work
shiftsof twelve hours,  Women are em-
ployed at the light tasks, such as sort-
ing and washing ore by hand, most of
them being the wives of the miners,
The average pay per day for those en-
gaged in manual labor is 13 cents in sil-
ver money and a stated quantity of rice
and fuel, while the miners are paid by
the quantity of ore extravted. The fur-
men receive from 11 to

mines.

nace and shaft
30 cents per day, and the women are
paid 7 cents,

Fur Animals Gelting Scarce.

The sales of Hudson's Bay Company's
furs have realized at this year's sales in
London only $1,150,000, or nearly $400,-
000 less than in 1900, on account of low
prices and decreased quantity—silver
fox having fallen 60 per cent, blue foxes
53, red foxes 40, cross and white foxes
45, and so on, The company’'s furs are
all exported from Vietoria, Vancouver,
Hudson's bay, Winnipeg—the principal
distributing and collecting center—and
Montreal to London,

The production of butter in Siberia
has increased during the past few years
to & very marked degree. In the vi-
cinity of Banaul, for instance, there are
at present 300 creameries, against two
in 8%, The demand for milk vessels
has consequently assumed large propor-
tions. A factory for the production of
these articles has lately been established
at Kurgan, but, as it cannot even ap-
proximately supply the demand, the
greater part has to be procured from
Moscow.

What 1s probably the biggest tree in
the world has been discovered to belong
to the eypress family, and was found in
Mexico. Itscircumference six feet from
the ground is 154 feet and two inches,
and to see the top of it one must stand
many yards away. It is near the fa-
mous ruins of Mitla, in the State of Oax-
uta. It is called the “big tree of Yule.”
and its age is variouspy estimated at
from 500 to 1000 years.

All modern writerson the art and sei-
ence of war declare that no ¢ivilized na-
tion should employ barbarian troops in
warfare. This prohibition
ever, been frequently violated
English in India and in Africa; by the
Russiaus in Asia Minor; by the French
n Algerin; and by the Turkish Gov-
ernment when it turned loose the Bashi-
Bazouks, a ferocious soldiery, on the de-
fenseless inhabitants of Bulgaria.

has, how-
by the

Japan's progress may be measured by
the development of her mercantile ma-
rine, In 1872 she had ninety-six mer-
chant ships, with an aggregate ton-
age of 25,000, Last year the fleet was
numbered at 346 vessels, with an aggre-
gate tonnage of 528,000,

The very large yields of wine in re-
cent years in French vineyards are at-
tributed largely to the importation of
vigorous American vines to replace those
killed by phylloxera. The quality,
however, is said to be inferior to that of
the wine made from the old vines

What scientists consider the safest
cure for snake bites is a saturated solu-
tion of permanganate of potash soaked

freely into the wound.

The one redeeming feature about air
qstles s that you don't have to pay

LS lu

The ladies of the Sonoma Improve

rent on them.
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DANGEROUS FISHES.

THEY ARE NOT ALL CONFINED TO
THE SEAS THAT ARE SALTY.

Fhe Alligaior Gar Is One Fresh Wa-
ter Species That Is Feared In the
Souih—=A Mysierious Mouster That
Inhabiis 8 Michigan Lake.

2o far as any danger from the game
concerned, fresh water fishing has
always been looked upon as about as
safe as any sport in the world, and the
fresh water fish has gone on record as
harmless and nonresistant. Dut there
are Instances now and then when the
flsh turns the tables. The Inhabitants
of Osceola county, Mich.,, who live In
the nelghborhood of Lake George, an
fnland water about three miles long,
are almost superstitiously afrald of a
certaln fish that Inhabits that lake. No
one knows what sort of fish it is, and
opinion locally Is divided as to whether
It 1s a giant muskellunge or a stur-
Te0n

Spearing parties had vow and then
reported seeing a very large fish with-
out being able to strike it, but no one
gave credence to the tales until one
night several years ago, when a party
of sportsmen from Chicago went on the
lake spearing In charge of an old resi-
dent pamed Armstrong.

Armstrong was the only one that re-
turned to tell the story. He sald the
party was spearing in shallow water
when they saw an enormous fish that
resembled an overgrown pickerel. Two
of the Chleago men were standing o
the bow, and at first supposed the fish
to be a log. Then one saw his mistake
and struck with all his might. The fish
gave a dart that made the boat jump
as though a steam engine were pulling
it. If the man had let go of the spear,
all would have been well, but he hung
on, and the fish gave a mighty tlop to
right angles with the boat. The man
still held to the spear, with the result
that the boat eapsized, and the men
found themselves standing In mud and
witer up to thelr walsts,

The light went out when the boat up-
set, and, the night belng dark and
cloudy, not one of the party bhad any
idea of the direction to be pursued In
reaching shore. The shallow water oc-
cuples a large part of the lake, and
they could wander In any direction
without being able to tell whether or
not they were nearing shore. Arm-
strong sald afterward that nothing
eould equal the awfulness of the expe-
rlence that followed. They made thelr
way In one direction after another and
wandered round and round, going half

wiay to thelr koees In mud at every
ste.

To make matters worse a cold,
steady, drizzling rain began to fall,

They were soon numb to the marrow,
Then one of the sportgmen dropped
without a word, and no one went to his
help, Little by little the three that re-
mained were separated.  Armstrong
gavs he himself became unconsclous
after a time and remembers noth-
ing that happened until he was roused
by feeling solld ground beneath his
feet and finding that the water was
more shallow than it had been [Ile
kept on and fell upon the shore. Then
on hands and kpeea he crawled to
camp and gave fhe alarm. Search was
at once made for his companions, and
their bodles were recovered. Since that
time the big fish with a scar on his
back has twice or thrice been seen by
gpearing parties, but they have passed
It by.

There 1s one specles of fish In the
south that Is feared only little less
than Its salt water contemporary the
shark. This Is the alligator gar. It
grows to enormous size and has a bill
hard and bony and wuch broader than
the bill of the common gar of northern
wiaters. One who goes out upan the
lnkes of Loulsiana and Arkansas will
see them Jumping and splashing ke
enormous trout. Thelr usual food con-
sists of fish, and they not only make
endless trouble for those who go fisle
ing with minnows, but have been
known to round up and tear to pleces
bass which the sportsman has hooked.
Bathing In the lakes Is considered dan-
gerous,

A negro was sitting in the stern of a
boat on a lake near Helena, Ark., let-
ting his feet hang over the stern, when
a gar grabbed bim by one leg. The
man hung to the boat until rescued,
but his leg was horribly gashed. The
fish have been known to attack In like
manper negroes who went swimming
In the Misslssippl below New Orleans.
One spring the writer was visiting a
rice plantation on the “lower coast” of
the Migsissippl when an old negress
came walling to the house and said her
five-year-old boy was dead. He had
been playing at the edge of a bayoun
and was lying on the bank extending
hls arms Into the water when a gar
came with a rush and, grabbing the
youngster by the arm, pulled him into
the water. A young negro with a shot-
gun was standing near watching for
ricebirds, He ran to the bank. The
fish found It bad undertaken a bigger
task than it could well manage, and a
wild struggle was In progress between
the gar and the dying child. The negro
ghot the fish, but the child died before
It could be taken from the water.—New
York Times.

The Right of Defenne.

In the course of a trial an English
Judge 18 reported to have sald: “The
laws of God and man both glve the
party an opportunity to make his de-
fense, If he bas any. 1 remember to
have heard It observed by a very learn-
ed man upon such an occasion that
even God himself did not pass sen-
tence upon Adam before he was ealled
upon to make his defense. ‘Adam,’
says God, ‘where art thou? Hast thon
eaten of the tree whereof I command
ed thee that thou shouldest not eat?
And the same guestion was put to Eve
also.”

Waork "or It

Nothing that Is of real worth ean be
mchleved without courageous working.
Man owea his growth chiefly to that
nctive striving of the will, that en-
counter with difficulty, which we eall
effort; and it is astonishing to find how
often results apparently Impracticable
are thus made possible,

A small Iron pot holding about n
quart, whieh Is still preserved, was
cast at the Lynn foundry In 1045, It
Was the frst iron article made from

native ore In Amerion

ONE MAN’'S LUCK.

Eteervd Into a Junior Partnership
by n Chasnce Gust of Wind,

“Speaking of taking In partners,”
sgald a downtown business man, “our
Junlor was, you might say, blown In on
us, and 1 saw bhim started In our dl-
rection, though 1 had no idea of It at
the thn

“Golng down town oue summer morn-
lng on u Ninth avenue elevated traln
I saw sltting opposite to me a young
man who canght my fancy, a substan-
tial, earnest, straightforward looking
chap, whose looks I liked first rate. He
was reading a paper, and presently he
tore off from his paper an advertise-
ment leaf that be dida't want and
threw it out of a window or tried to,
for as a matter of fact It didn’t go out.
A ogust of wind with just the right
twist to it came along at just that mo-
ment and blew the paper back, to fall
on a vacant seat next to him.

“And as It fell something in It caught
his eye, and he picked up that part
which e had just been trying to throw
away amd began earnestly to read it
and ended up by folding It carefully
aml putting it In his pocket,

“About four minutes after I'd got in
here that morning this same young
man wulks In and applles for a place
that we had been walting for some-
body te fill. Our advertisement for a
man for it was in that paper which I
liud seen this young man try to throw
away, and which a gust of wind, by
one chance In a milllon or more, had
blown back upon him and in such a
manner as to fix his attention.

“As 0 matter of fact T hadn't lked
the young man's act of throwing the
paper out of an elevated car window.
A paper floating down and around as
that would do might frightea horses
and lead to no end of trouble and lots
of damage, but no one man thinks
about everything, and he'd learn better
about this, 1 knew, and so as a matter
of fact 1 took this young man on the
spot on my tirst impressions of him.
He far more than made good and In
due course of thme he came Into his
Junior partnership, literally and truly
blown Into it

“Hort o queer, eh?”

New York Sun.

A CORDIAL RECEPTION.

The That

ook Agent Got One
Wasn't Intended For Him,
There Is a farmer lving just north
of Evanston and a ook agent some-
where in the cosmopolitan desert of
Clileago each of whom feels that he 1s
a vietim of a eruel circumstiance,

Last week the farmer bad a note
from a nephew to say that the boy
would visid the farm on Thuarsday.

Unele and dephew had not met for fif-
teen vears, and the old man drove to
the station in his most uncomfortable
cont that he might welcome his sister’s
ehitl Pt the young man falled to
arcive.  After waiting till the last pas-
senger luud disappeared the old man
drove away, disappointed,

The book azent entered into the dra-
matis personw early the next morning.
Looking over the top rail of the barn-
yvard gate, he called, “Hello, uncle!™

The book ngent never got such a re-
ception before in all his life, The farm-
er flung the gate wide open, selzed the
agent's hand and pressed a whiskered
kiss on the ironelad cheek.

“Say, this must be heaven,” mur-
piured the agent, following the farmer
Into the house and explaining that ev-
eryvhody at bome was as well as could
e expected. Not till the agent was
full of a boiled dinner and attempted
to sell a ook did the farmer begin to
see a dim light, Charged with Imper-
sonating  the missing nephew, the
agent explained that he greeted all
cliderly strangers ns “uncle;” that he
even had a few almost real ones in
South Clark street In Chleago.

When last seen by the farmer, the
agent was still running, and when the
real nephew does come he may find an
electrie current in the latehstring.—
Chicago Tribune.

The Dest Man.

For the orlgin of “the best man at a
wodding” we must go back many cen-
turivs, to days when it was the amia-
Lle practice of the budding bridegroom
to dispense with the consent either of
the lady or her father. He slmply
walted for a sultable opportunity to
capture her and make a bolt with his
bride. In this enterprise he found It
helpful to have the services of a friend
who would acsist him in the eapture
and keep the pursuers at bay until he
bad got a sufliciently long start. This
friend was the prototype of the “best
man' of our own unromantic day,
when his dutles are llmited to seeing
that the bridegroom doesn't leave the
ring behind him or leave the church
without taking Mis hat with him. How
times do change!

Tow the People of Sanglr Keep Time,

The people of Sangir, an Island of the
Malay archipelago, keep time by the
ald of an hourgluss formed by arrang-
ing two bottles neck to neck. The sand
runs out in half an hour, when the bot-
tles are reversed. Close by them a line
i stretched, on which hang twelve
gtlcks marked with notehes from one
to twelve, with a hooked stick, which
1s pluced between the hour last struck
and the next one. One of these glasses
keeps the time for each village, for
which purpose the hours are sounded
on # gong by a keeper.

Mostly PFortissimo.

Hunt—It seems gtrange to me to hear
you eriticlse your wife's reflections as
harangues, In view of the fact that In
the earlier days of your married life
you spoke of your wife's volce as the
very soul of musie.

Blunt—That's all right, too, but yon
see she's drifted from the Itallan to
the Wagnerian school.—Richmond Dis-
pateh.

The Only One Eligible,
Papa—8o, Bobby, you're the pres!
dent ot your bieyele club. That's very

nice. How did they happen to choose
you?
Bobby—Well, you see, papa, I'm the

only boy that's got a bieycle.~TIit-Bits,

A statistical item of interest to wo
men s that today women are tvwo
Inches taller on an avernge thau they

were twenly-flve years ugo,

Lampblack mixed with turpentine to
n cousistency that will flow readlly
from the brush makes a good sarkl ¢
{nk.

MEMORY’S PRANKS.

Why Do We Remember Certaln
Things and Forget Others?

The vaguiles of wewory are some of
the most luterest. . of those connected
with the human wind and body, Why
do we forget certain things and re-
wember others? Myriads of these Ir-
regularities are as yet unaccounted |
for. Perhaps not even the cleverest

|
|

metaplysician will ever account for |
thew,
Professor James reminds us bow

something which we have tried in valn
to recall will afterward, when we have
given up the attempt, “saunter into
the mind,"” as Emerson says, as Inno-
cently as if it bad never been sum-
moned,

Agaln, bygone experiences will revive
after years of oblivion, often as the
result of some cerebral disease or accl
dent,

Such a case is the one quoted by
Coleridge of a young woman in Ger-
many who could neither read nor write,
but who was sald to be possessed of a
devil because, In a fever, she was heard
raving in Latin, Greek and In an ob-
scure rabbinical dialect of Iebrew.
Whole pages of her talk were written
down and were found to consist of
sentences Intelligible in themselves, but
not having the slightest connectlion
with one another. To say that she was
possessed of a devil was the easlest
way of accounting for the matter.

At last the mystery was cleared up
by a physlelan, who traced back the
girl's history until he learned that at
the age of nine she was taken to live
at the house of an old pastor, a great
Hebrew scholar, and that she remain-
ed there until the pastor's death. It
bad been for years the old man's cus-
tom to walk up and down a passage
near the kitehen and read to himself
o a loud volee,

His books were examined, and among
them many of the passages taken down
at the young woman's bedside were

identified. The theory of demonincal
possession was abandoned. — Youth's
Cowpanion,

HOUSEHOLD HINTS.

Mix stove blacking with a little am-
monia to prevent it burning off.

A teakettle should mever be allowed
to stand on the side of the fire with a
small guantity of water In it

A rose potpourr! Is made by packing
fresh rose petals in salt, a layer of the
petals, then a layer of salt, and keep-
Ing them covered for slx months.

A convenient substitute for a cork-
screw when the latter Is not at hand
may be found In the use of a common
screw with an attached string to pull
the cork.

For ink stains on furniture add six
drops of niter to a teaspoonful of water
and apply It to the stain with a feath-
er, If the stain does not yleld to the
first application, make it stronger and
repeat the process.

Stalns on sllverware require prompt
attention, otherwise It will take a long
time to remove them. Sulphurie acld
will remove the stain left by medicine.
Dip the spoon In the acld, repeating
the process until the stain has disap-
peared; then wash in very hot water,

Diluting Tea.

Few housekeepers remember, as they
should, that when It Is necessary to
dilute setrong tea it should be done with
wiater at the boiling polat. The poor
flavor of tea, made strong at first and
then reduced, such as 1s too often sery-
ed at receptions and “at homes,” I3
usually eaused by the addition of hot,
not bolllug, water to the first infusion,
A lesson In this matter may be had
fromn the Russians, who serve the most
dellelous tea in the world, and who pre-
pare it first very strong, maklng it al-
most an essence of tea, This Is diluted
to the strength wished, with water
kept bolling In the samovar. This
wiater Is not allowed to boil and reboll,
but I8 renewed as npeeded. Freshly
boiled water is Insisted upon by all
connolsgeurs in teamaking.

Celllngs and Ventilation,

Rooms with low cellings or with ceil-
Ings even with the window tops are
susceptible of mre perfect ventilation
than those with high ceilings. In such
rooms the leakage at the windows,
which Is constantly going on, keeps the
air In motlon throughout the room,
whereas If the celling 1s higher only the
lower part of the air 1s moved, and an
fnverted lake of foul and hot air is left
flonting in the space above the window
tops. This lake, under the law of dif-
fusion of gases, keeps actively at work,
foullng the fresh currents clreulating
beneath It

Longevity of Irish Peasants.

It Is curlous to notice the great nom-
ber of centenarians whose deaths are
recorded 1o the official returns of Irish
rural districts. As an instance of the
longevity of the Irish peasant it may
be polnted out that the death of per-
sons upward of sixty years of age reg-
Istered In Connaught last year amount-
ed to over 50 per cent of the entire
deaths of thie province.

He Knew Wall Street,

Upson Downes—There’'s a man over
there who owes all his wealth to Lis
deep knowledge of the ways of Wall
street.

Winan Luce—Went in and won his
pile, eh?

Upson Downes—No; stayed out and
kept what he had.—New York Times,

Pineapples come Into bearing in Fla-
wall when the plants are four months
old and bear In abundance for years.
Lettuce can be planted at any time,
and it develops quickly. The same is
true of celery.

The fellow who never has anything
of lmportance to say always manages
to gay It.—Phlladelphia Record.

AN OVERWORKED PHRASE.

The Expression “He Took His Life In
His Hands.™

“The expression ‘he took his life In

his bands’ always struck me as being

very foollsh,” sald a bright young gen-

tleman, “and 1 have often wondered

| why so many persons persist In using

it when they want to speak of extraor-
dinary dapgers, Now, extraordinary

| danger Is one thing and the simple,
| eommonplace thing of taking one's own

life in one's hands I8 an entirely differ
ent thing.

“I work Iin a big bullding. There are
# steam engine and a mammoth boiler
in the basement. Whenever 1 enter
that building, If they are running the
englne in the basement, I take my life
in my hands. 1 get on the elevator on
the fifth floor; 1 take my life In my
hands. 1 go out of town; the car
may tumble over a trestle somewhere,
1 walk along the street; a sign may
fall on me. 1 make my way across the
thoroughfare; who knows but what
a street car or a vehicle of some sort
may not run me down? 1 cross the riv-
er; may 1 not suddenly find myself in
the swirllng stream and sinking for
the last time? If I walk along the
street, may not a brick or a loosened
cornlee come crashing down upon me?
There are a row and a shot or two on
the corner; may not a stray bullet wing
me?  And so on,

“Pessimism? No. Logle. That's all
It just shows the difference between
taking one's own life In one's hand
and the matter of confronting extraor-
dinary danger. These risks are ordi-
nary, plain, old, everyday risks.. The
fireman who dashes Into a burning
building to rescue a child, the fellow
who grabs the bridle of a runaway
horse, the hero who will plunge into
the river to save some person who is
about to drown-—these are the persons
who confront what 1 would call ex-
traordinary dangers, and the worn
platitude of saying of one of these ‘he
took his life in his hands' would not
fit the ease becnuse there would be in
the act an element of heroism which
would place It mueh above the com-
wonplace."—New Orleans Times-Dem-
ocrat.

HOYT’'S JOKE ON M'KEE.

HHow the Playwright Had a Bit of
Fun With His Manager,

On one occasion Manager MceKee
was watching a performance from a
box, where he was seated with some
friends,

During the first act an usher came
te him with the Information that a
gentleman was walting at the door to
se¢ hlm on most lmportant business.

“Tell him 1 can't come out—I"m very
busy,” was the answer,

The usher returped in a moment to
say that the man Insisted on seeng
Mr. MeKee, who agaln sent out word
that it was lmpossible to see him.

The man outside then sent in the
message that e was an author and
had a play that he wished McKee to
read Immediately.

This Incensed the manager, who sald
to the usher:

“Tell that fool out there that this is
no thne to bring a play to be read.
Get him out of the place—~I won't sce
him. I won't read his play.”

A few mioutes later the usher came
back and informed MceKee that the
man utterly refused to go without see-
ing him, and that he wmust be granted
an interview, also that he was quite
sure that the manager would not only
read his play, but Le would also pro-
duce it, and added that he would bet
$1,000 that Hoyt & McKee would be
ounly too glad to get the play.

At that Meliee became furiously
angry, and, excusing himself to his
party, left the box with the intention
of personally inviting the persistent
author to begone,

“Where's that idiot who inslsts on
seelng me?" he asked of the treasurer
at the box office. Then the treasurer
polnted to a man standing In the shad-
ow with a roll of manuscript under
his arm.

It was IHoyt, with his newly finished
play, which be handed to McKee, who
sald to those present:

“It's on me—what'll you have, boys?'
—New York Clipper.

Odors That Permeate Foodstufla,

A tish dealer In one of the most styl-
lel parts of New York was deeply hurt
and badly worried one day by the com-
plalut of one of his big customers that
a fine salmon which he had sent to the
house for a big dinper had proved to
be entirely uneatable when served ow-
Ing to a most penetrating taste of ereo-
gote that pervaded It. The fish dealer
reallzed, although the charge was not
made directly, that he was more than
suspected of baving sold a stale fish
that had been washed or brushed with
an anotiseptic preparation to hide its
condition. He krew that the salmon
had been perfectly fresh when be sold
It, and for days he puzzled o valn over
the problem. But suddenly he remem-
bered that on the day the tish was sent
out a tank wagon full of ereosote had
stopped before his place and that his
rart, into which the fish was Lelng
placed, was directly alongside of the
powerful stuff. ‘That appears to hayve
been enough to permeate the clicate
flesh of the fish.—New York I'ress.

Wooes Morpheus With Pleture,

“l1 have found a cure,” sald a phys!.
cian, “for a person who Isn't elironieal-
Iy afllicted with Insomunia, but who
temporarily cannot sleep. It is a curl-
ous thing that the pleture of a person
yawning will alinost Invariably induce
sleep,

“Try It yourself some thae If you
come across such a photograph. For
the life of you you can't help yawning,
after a moment, and persistent gazing
At the sleepy bead will almost Inevita-
bly send you to the couch for a nap."—
New York Times,

A Night Light,

Pacing a Natural Galt,

The pacing babit Is common among
animals, says a writer In Seribner's |
Magazine. Many anlmals pace—eat:!e,
for lnstance; and, among dogs, setivrs
I belleve paclng to be a rather more |
natural galt than trotting. Trotting,
as It exists In our fast horses, 1s scarce-
Iy a nataral gait, but Is rather the v
sult of breeding and education. !

Coffee merchants figure gut a worlTs

Bome people make it a point never to
retire without a light burning In the
house. A Dbit of information wortl
knowing is that a small even light may
be obtained from a small plece of can-
dle all night if fine powdered salt is
piled around the candle until the black

part of the wick is reached,

A Hard Problem,
First Belentist—This Is a puzzling

supply of coffee this year of 24,000,00) ©ase indeed.

bags, with a demand for only 15,000, !

000 bags, and they do not know what
to do

~

Becond Sclentist—I should say wse.
Why, this would puzzle an amateur

sclentist.-- Baltimore American.




