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One thing* that men
fown 18 thelr fear of work. They alm

keeps young

to find genteel occupations, so they
can dress well, not soll thelr elothes
and handle things with the tips of
their fingers They do not llke to

get thelr shoulders under the wheel,
and they prefer to glve orders to oth
ers or figure as masters and let some
one ¢lse do the drudgery. There Is no
doubt that Indolence and lanziness are
the chlef obstacles to success,

When we see a boy who has Just s
enred a position take hold of every

thing with both hands and “Jjump
right into his work" as If he meant to
succeed, we have confidence that e
will prosper. Byt If he stands around

and asks questions when told to do

anything; If he tells you that this or
that belongs to some other boy to do,
for It Is not hls work: If he does not
try to carry out his orders In the cor
rect way; If he wants a thousand ex
planations when asked to run an er

rand and makes his employer think
that he could have done the whole
thing himself, one feels like discharging

gpot, for he I8 con
not cut out for

such a boy on the
vineced that v wus

cess, That boy will be cursed
medioerity or will be a fallure. There
l= no place In this century for the lazy
man. He will be pushed to the wall,
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Herman Stu l.l P : of | we re not rich men I'he farmers came
immigration and ective United “ta :
Btates senntor from Maryland, whose Tastoedequngy thare of the gains in eggs,
bachelor home s In the little country [ poultry and other edibles for the ban-
town of Bel Alr, Md., made fiying quet, so did the buteher and the baker,
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our prosperous men and wormen whom

fortune has smiled upon and eould
write their bank sccount mm a greal
many Hgures, would do likewise. W hat
happiness it would bring to people
whose lives have hitherto been dreary
coough, I would like to see homes es
tablished where men whose days of
usefulness have passed and who are
considered too slow to keep up with the

pace of the robust young men of the
day, who are keenly alive to business
und thoroughly up-to-date. BSilver-
haired men, who are trudging down
the hill of life slowly and hopelessly,
and only the memories of happier and
other days to dream of would feel that
the last days of their journey through
this world were ghding swiftly and
pleasantly by if such a haven of rest
were opened up for them, These men

are to be pitied, and the world is full of

just such people longing for homes in
their old age that are homes in every
sense of the word.
H RN
I'his is what Polly heard on the cars

the other day. You will think that
Polly is always hearing something on
the cars, but it is a great place to hear
biased and unbiased opinions, facts and
fancles, as well as prejudices well aired

for those who choose to listen without

| ronnge of the previous year.
: ‘ receipts amounted to $35, 272, an average

[the death of

»
lars went into
these different clusses that otherwlse

circulation smong all

would heve remailved hoarded up in
the bapk. Isp't it better to disburse
money in that way, making the receiv-
well earned it,

ers feel that they have

nstead of being objects of « harity and
receiving sid for which no value is re-
celved? Polly thinks it Is, dont you?
R R
Miss Ktta Dungan of Gold Hil!, Or.,,
who swindled a large number of men
out of various sums of money and who
pleaded guilty to a charge of using the
| mails for fraudulent purposes, Was sen-
tenced by Judge Bellinger of the Fed-
eral Circuit Court of Portland to pay a
| fine of one doliar and to serve one day
in jall. All of Miss Dungan’s vietims
were men who were trying to find a
| wife through the medium of a newspa-
per advertisement and who were fool-
ish enough to send her money and pres-
ents, although a total stranger to them.
netted hundreds of dollars
within the past few years by answering
advertisements for a wife, correspond-
ing with the advertiser, exchanging
photographs and promising to marry
I'hen she would find herself
short of funds and would ask him to
send her money that she might fly to
The money was forthcoming and
then she \\'lllll-i Ccease Lo write or answer
subsequent letters. The postmaster at
Gold Hill stated that Miss Dungan had
received large sums of money, and she

She has

him,

him.

confessed that it all came from these
matrimonially inclined men.

eccentric wife-seekers got just
nearly all of the same class get in the
long run, viz: sold, and intelligent peo-
ple have very little patience with them.

These
what

I knew of one man who got a divoree
from the sweet, refined laay who had
been his wife for a number of years. In
fact their children were grown, but he
suw the advertisement of a husband-
hunter who advertised that she was a
wealthy widow, fair to look upon, ete,
He had not been the kindest husband
and father m the world, and his wife
was willing that he should secure a
divorce, The advertiser came from a
distant state and they were married;
but you should have seen the prize he
won., She had a cross in her eyes, wore
a wig, dyed her eyebrows until they
were purple; she was awkward and
coarse, but she had the money, but it
never did him any good, for she knew
how to keep it, and not a dollar of it
ever fell into his hands. He was sick
of his bargain and ashamed to acknowl-
edge the woman as his wife. But he
ot his just deserts,
-

BRIEF REVIEW.

Automatic Bookkeeping.

The head bookkeeper in a Philadel-
phia carpet factory, who has just re-
turned from the Pan-American Expo-
sition, says that labor-saving machines
for keeping accounts displayed there
threaten to put him and many more
like him out of business, He says he
saw five machines that will enable a
merchant to dispense with his book-
keeper and turn over the control of ac-
counts to a young woman, who ineci-
dentally acts as a typewritist, The
machines, manipulated by the type-
writist will makeout a bill, copy the in-
voice permanently in a book and make
a permanent sales sheet copy. Their
accuracy, rapidity of action and econo-
my of lubor strongly recommend them
The principal drawback
just now is the cost, The lowest-priced
machine is $§160.  But it may be only a
question of a year or two before they
will be as cheap as typewriters,

Lo l'lll|l|1r_\'l'r.'-h

Florists’ Lives are Short,

It is commonly supposed that the
men who work in the mines or those
whose occupations necessitate breath-
ing of poisonous fumes and gases are the
shortest lived. This is a mistake, and
it will surprise many to learn that the
highest death rate is found among a
class who breathe in the sweetest odors
florists. Tho reason is a simple one,
The florist lives at once in the torrid
and the frigid zone, From a green-
house atmosphere of nearly 100 degrees
in the winter months he must step out
into one that is nearly always below a
freezing point.

Eggs as Small Change.
In some parts of Peru—for example,
in the provinee of Jauja—hens' eggs are
circulated as small coins, forty-eight to
fifty beingcounted for a dollar, In the
minrket places and in the shops the In-
dians make most of thelr purchases with
| this brittle sort of money. One will
| give two or three eggs for brandy, an-
{other for indigo and a third for cigars,
I'hese eges are packed in boxes by the
shopkeepers and sent to Lima. From
Jaujn alone severul thousand loads of
egis are annually forwarded to the cap-
ital.

I'he cinematograph for the blind is a
| machine which passes under the fAng-
ers of the blind, a series of reliefs repre-
|senting the same object in different
||--l-|1|n|'r- the branch of a tree, a bird,
|or any other object. The blind person
| has the illusion of moving scenes, just
as photographs passing over a luminous
sereen lend the illusion to those with

| sight,

Massachusetts is supporting a State

bathhouse at Hevere Beach., It was

| patronized last summer by 170,993 per-
| sons, 11.6 per cent in excess of the pat-

The total

of about Z2I cents per eapita.

A London paper notes the fact that
President MeKinley oe-
curred on the anniversary of that of
Wellington and of General Montealm

I'he last census taken in
shows 2,000,000 Protestants,
Catholics and 100,000 Jews.

Holland
1,700,000

THE RUG DESIGNERS

PATTERNS CESCEND FROM PARENT
TO CHILD IN THE ORIENT,

Anlmal Figures Are
Rugs,
Pruyer RHugs of the Mohammedans
and Their Use=The Rugs of Sivas,

MHensons VWhy

Harely Seen on PFersian

The designs of eastern rugs are often
the spontaneous outcome of the fa.ucy
of the weaver. Bometimes they are
handed down from one generation to
another. In some cases young girls are
taught the design by an adult, who
marks It In the sand. At other times a
drawing of the rug ls made on paper,
the Instructor showing her pupils the
arrangement of every thread and the
color to be used, When all this has
been done, the puplls must make the
rug without looking at the drawing.

I'ersian rugs excel those of other
countries in artistic design as well ns
in harmonlous eoloring. The Perslans
geem 1o have a natural intultion in the
use amd blending of different shades,
and in the designs that contain these
certain colors they achleve the happlest
results, It Is really wonderful what
exquisite fabries these people, born
and reared In ignorance and poverty,
[u["ll-llli'l'.

The designs in Persian rugs are gen-
erally floral, and in some districts, es-
pecially Fars, the women weavers In
vent the designs, varyidg them every
two or three years. The Mohammedan
religlon does not allow any direct rep-
resentation of anlmal forms, conse-
(quently rugs woven under 1ts Influence
take tloral, geometrie, and vegetable
forms. The Shinh sect of Moslems,
however, numbering about 15,000,000,
of whom 8,000,000 are 'ersians, do not
regard representations of anlmals as
unlawful. By the Industry of this sect
and that of Infidels and of all who dis
regard the law of the Koran animal
forms are scen on some Persian rugs.

e prayer rug was evidently invent-
el for the purpose of providing the
Lipers with one absolutely clean
place on which to offer prayers. It Is
not lawrul for a Moslem to pray on any
place not perfectly clean, and unless
cuch one has his own special rug he Is
not certain that the spot has not been
polluted.  With regard to the purlty of
the place of prayer Mohammedans are
ally eareful when making their
imges, the rugs which they take
with them having been preserved from
pollution by belng rolled up until the
journey Is begun or until the hour for
prayer arrives, It does not matter to
these followers of Mohammed how
unclean a rug that 1s on the floor may
Lies, because over It they place the pray-
er rug when thelr devotions begin.

I'he Turkish rugs made at Sivas are
always woven of wool, and almost ev-
ery hamlet earries on the Iodustry of
weaving in the homes. There are no
factorles, the young girls and women
deing the work here as in other parts
of Turkey Sivas rugs are In most
cases small, measuring about elght by
four feet, but in these years larger and
more attractive rugs are being made.
iven the poorest familles have fine
rugs, for they regard them as valuable
property, to be sold only under the
pressure of great extremity, The weav-
ere are so frugal In thelr manner of
living that thelr dally earning of 15 to
19 cents s suflicient to supply their
wants, Their food consists usually of
rice and erushed wheat, with oceasion.
ally a small plece of mutton.

Smyrnn I8 only a mart for the sale
of comparatively Inferior rugs that are
made In the Interior from the coarse
halr of the Angora goat. These are
woven In lrregular designs and, al
though not artistie, are largely sought
as coverings for the bare floors and to
add warmth., The weaving of these
rngs s erudely done by girls and wo-
men, Sometimes the loom Is primitive.
ly eonstrueted from the trunks of trees.
The designs are very simple and have
either been handed down from earlier
generations or are supplied from the
city

Yuruk rugs are so ealled from a band
of nomads who dwell among the moun-
tains of Anatolia. They have large
flocks of fine sheep and weave rugs of
firm, even testure. The colors are very
good, the ficld often of dark brown, or-
namented with large designs,

About 200 years ago small embroider-
ed rugs were largely made In Persia,
chiefly at Ispaban. These were prayer
rugs. and on each of them, near one
end, wns a small embroldered mark to
show where the bit of sacred earth
from Mecea was to be placed. In obe
dience to a law of the Koran that the
head must be bowed to the ground In
prayer this was touched by the fore
head when the presentation was made,
and so the letter of the law was carried
out. The custom prevalls, The Persian
women who weave the finest prayer
rugs seldom weave any other kind of
rug.—*Rugs. Oriental and Oecldental.”
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Silence Youn Can See.

There 1s no such thing as sllence In
tis world. Tt is an Impossibility, That
& partly the reason why science has en-
abled us to see It.

The explanation of the paradox 1s
thig: SBilence, as we understand It, sim-
ply means that there are sounds too
delicate or too loud for the ear to regls-
ter. In other words, when we can't
wear anything we eall that conditlon
But wherever you are there
are sounds around you. Even In the
deepest mine the alr vibrates and
makes a sound. An instrument has
heen Invented that will eatch these

wunds and permit of the vibrations be-
ing represented pictorially on a screen,
and in that way you may see sllence
ind  properly understand what it
menns.

By comparing the pletures of nolses
with those of that condition of things
known as silence we gain an idea of the
difference between a nolsy night, for
instance, and one when “absolute sl
lence reigns,” as the novelist puts It. It
{8 rather surprising to find so much dis
turbance at the time when everything
appears to be perfectly qulet.—FPear-
son's Weekly.

“silence.”

They Hold More.

“Do you ever wish youn were a girl?
asked the visitor who was walting in
the reception room.

“Only at Christmas time,” answered
the boy, who was lingering In the door-
wWay.

“Why do you wish It then

“Decause of the stockltigs they wear,”
was the prompt reply.—Chleago Post.

NEW YORK CROWDS.

The Different Ways In Which They
Impressed Two Meu,

“What | like about New York," re-

marked a westerner, “is Its trewnen-
dous energy The crowds and bustie
have upon e the exhllarnting etlect

of a stimulant, As I move along amoug
the masses on the sidewalks and look
upon the perps tual stream of vehileles
of all descriptions In the streets 1 aw
eonsclous of a buoyancy of spirit and
an inereascd physical energy.

“1 feel like going all the time, my
mind is brighter and clearer, and, in
fact, my whole belng seems toned up.
New York and its crowds are more
beneficlal to me than any resort 1 have
ever struck. After a two weeks' stay
here | return bome feeling like another
man.”

“Well, that is strange,” sald the per-
gon to whom this statement was made,
“Do you know New York has upon me
just exactly the opposite effect. To me
what 1 might term the surplusage of
lite here 1s depressing. I am by no
means fond of solitude. 1 have lived In
a moderate sized elty all my life, and
it bores me to stay in the country for
any great length of time, but when 1
come to New York and am eaught In
the tides of humanity, see the over-
crowided tenements and have my eara
assaulted with the perpetual din of the
streets 1 become positively melancholy.

“I feel what an insignificant atom I
am, after all-no more than a drop of
water in a great river—and the feel-
Ing oppresses me. It seems so llke
there was nobody here who cared what
beeame of anybody, The only rellef T
find from the feeling s In the theaters.
I go to a show every night while T am
here, and of course I enjoy that im-
mensely, But as soon as [ have made
the rounds of the shows I am ready to
return home, where 1 know most ey-
erybody and there are man® who care.”
—~New York Times.

RAILWAY RUMBLES.

Our miles of railroad track exceed by
more than 10,000 all the tracks of Exu-
rope.

The Dominlon of Canada has granted
$88 884,507 and 89,725,130 acres of land
to rallways.

More than 45,000,000 passengers a
year go through the North Union and
South Union stations in Boston.

In most Buropean railways the prin-
cipal difference between second class
and first class lies In the color of the
sent cushlons, first class being usually
red, second class gray.

The average cost of the body of a
modern long electric car 1s $2,000, the
average price of a set of double trucks
for such a car Is £600, and the average
cost of the motor is $1,600, making the
total cost of the car $4,100.

Some of the Austrian rallways have
followed the German custom of selling
numbered seats in the cars of fast
trains, both first and second class. An
extra charge of from about 25 to 50
cents is made for these seats, according
to distance,

The other day, just as a traln was
about to leave Kutas, In Hungary, for
Palfalva, an official appeared and put
senls on the wheels of the engine. The
passengers had to get off and walk,
The company was 200 crowns in ar
rears in payment of taxes. Next day
the taxes were pald, and the traln pro-
ceeded.

Why Hils Clock Was Slow.

There |s an Italian frult dealer, with
a well stocked store near one of the
suburban rallway statlons, who has
adopted a unique device, and one
which shows a deep knowledge of hu-
man nature, to hold his own In com-
petition with another dealer, whose
stand is some fifty yards nearer the
station than his own. A commuter
was leisurely peellng a banana in his
store the other day when the Itallan
remarked:

“You gotta fiv' minute before your
train.”

“No; twenty,” replied the commuter,
glancing at a big clock on the wall

“Thata clock fifteen minute slow,”
said the Itallan. *“I keepa It slow.
Peepl' used come In a-here, looka at
clock, getta excite, go way, not buy.
Time to buy at Pedro's stand, notta
here. Now keepa clock slow, get
mucha trade. No, I not letta peepl’
migs train, 1 tella them after they
buy de banan'.”—New York Commer-
clal Advertiser.

Insect Plagues,

The Ingect plagues of summer are no
matter of jest. Man must strive with
them as he strives against the other
hostile forces of nature. He must fight
the Hessian fly or the wheat crop will
not be garnered, he must fight the wee-
vil or the grain will perish in the Wl,
he must fight the army worm or the
cattle will starve in the pastures, he
must fight the tent caterpillar and the
borer or his forests will wither and the
streams disappear. The entomologlst,
therefore, wages the war of clvilization
agalnst forees all the more terrible be-
tause of thelr minuteness and apparent
Insignificance.—8t. Louls Globe-Demo-
crat.

More Rest.
Doctor—=There’s nothing much the
matter with you. You only need rest.
Patient—Oh, but, doctor, look at my
tongue,
Doctor—That needs rest, too, madam.
—8t. Louis Republie,

His Error.

Consumer—I say, what kind of a
clgar do you call this? It's the worst
tobacco 1 ever tasted.

Dealer—Beg your pardon, but you
are wholly In error. There Isn't a par-
ticle of tobacco In that cigar. It Is so
ensy to be mistaken, don't you see?—
Boston Transcript.

Won,

He bhad gone to ask her father for her
hand In marriage, “Well, sir, what Is
It? snapped out the old man. “Re
member, I am a man of few words.” *1
don’t care If you're a man of only one
word If it's the right one,” replied the
suitor. He got the girl.—Phlladelphia
Record.

The most effusive argument a charm
Ing woman can use to A man = an ap
pealing “Don’t yofi think so?" - Sma
Bet.

Patience I8 the key of content.-— Mo

WHEN GARFIELD LAY DYING

A Pathetie lncldent of His Removal
to Long Branch.

A pathetic ineldent is related apropos
of the day of fasting and prayer which
was appointed by all the governors of
the United Sitates at the thone President
Garfield was removed from Washing-
ton to Long Branch In the bhope that
the change might belp him to recover
from the bullet wounds inflicted by
Gultean.

“Crete,” sald the president to his
brave lttle wife about 11 on that
Thursday morning as the ringing
strokes from the belfry of the Episco-
pal church almost across from the cot-
tage reached his ears, “what are they
ringing that bell for?"*

“That?* said Mrs. Garfield, who had
been waliting for the surprise. “That's
the chureh where we were when you
frst came down, They're all going to
pray for you to get well,” and, falling
on her knees, she said, *And I'm going
to pray, too, James, that it may be
goon, for 1 know already that the other
prayer has been heard."”

From where he lay Garfield could see
the earriages draw up and group after
group go in. He could even hear the
subdued refrain of “Jesus, Lover of My
Soul,” as it was borne by on its heaven-
ward way. Thrilled with emotion, a
tear trickled down the president's face,
Then he closed his eyes and turned his
face as n sweet woman's volee arose
ginging from one of Sir Michael Costa's
oratorios. “Turn thou unto me and
have mercy upon me,"” sang the volee,
“for T am desolate—I am desolate and
afMicted; the troubles of my heart are
enlarged. Oh, bring thou me out of my
distresses—out of my distresses—my
God.”

The people in the church sat almost
spellbound under the volee, for the
singer was affected deeply and made it
seem to all, what It must bave been to
her, a prayer In music.

The Wrong Leg.

There was an eminent sergeant at law
some years ago who had a cork leg
that was a trinmph of artistic decep-
tion. None but his intimates knew for
certain which was the real and which
wias the sham limb, A wild young wag
of the “outer bar,” who knew the ser-
geant pretty well, once thought to utll-
Ize this knowledge of the seggeant’s se-
cret to take In a green, newly fledged
young barrister. The sergeant was ad-
dressing a speeclal jury at Westminster
in his wusual earnest and velement
style, and the wag whispered to his
neighbor:

“Youn see how hot old Buzfuz is ‘over
his ease, Now, I'll bet you a sovereign
I'll run this pin Into his leg up to the
head and he'll never notice It, he's so
absorbed In his speech, He's a most ex-
traordinary man In that way."

This was more than the greenhorn
could swallow, so he took the bet. The
wag took a large pin from hils waist-
coat and, leaning forward, drove It up
to the head In the sergeant's leg. A yell
that froze the blood of all who heard It,
that made the halr of the jury stand on
end and the judge’s wig almost fall off,
rang through the court.

“By Jove, it's the wrong leg! I've lost
my money,"” exclaimed the dismayed
and consclence stricken wag, quite re-
gardless of the pain he had Inflieted up-
on the learned sergeant.—London An-
SWers.

To Judge the Age of Lace.

In fixing the approximate date of
any given piece of lace It Is well to re-
member that machine made thread was
not used till after the beginning of the
efghteenth century. Before that time
the threads ran In lengths of about
twenty Inches, for the worker could
streteh no farther than her distaff and
had to break off and join again, so that
after unraveling some twenty-five
Inches of thread no jolnt is found the
lace Is surely after the Introduction of
machine made thread, The “bride’s
ornee” alone are enpugh to go by. In
the fifteenth century the bar had only
a knot or a dot as ornament, in the
sixteenth a double or single loop and
In the seventeenth a star. The edging
nlgo helps. A sharp angle In the seal-
lop fixes the date in the middle ages,
the rounded seallop came In with the
nineteenth century, with the seven-
teenth a dotted scallop, and the elght-
eenth century one Is more elaborate, a
Inrge alternating with a small seallop
and dots along in the center of each.—
Connolsseur.

Some Tyrolean Epitaphs,

A German traveler has dmscovered
some quaint epitaphs in a Tyrolean
cemetery.,

On a tombstone in a valley of Tux
was this inseription: “In plous remem-
brance of the honest widow Anna
Kriedl, forty years long.”

A miller is thus remembered: “In
Christinn memory of H——, who de-
parted this life without human assist-
ance."

A farmer whose Initials only are
glven and who appears to have been
the author of his own epltaph has this
memorial: “Here rests In God F. K,
He lived twenty-six years as man and
thirty-seven years as husband.”

On the tomb of a man who fell from
a roof and was killed are these words:
“Here fell Jacob Hosennkopf from the
roof Into eternity.”

This wall of a desolate husband eaps
the climax: “Tears cannot bring thee
back to life. Therefore 1 weep.”—
Household Words,

She Needed Them,

“1 wish, John," she said regretfully,
“1 had had sense enough not to destroy
nll the letters you wrote me during the
vear and a balf of your courtship.”

He smiled in a gratified way, *1
koew you would regret that some time,”
he said.

“Indeed | do,” she replled. *1 need a
lttle change worst sort of way,
and the man «ghuys rags and old pa-
per was here today. How wasteful we
are In our youth!”

He looked at her reproachfully, and
almost involuntarily his hand sought
his pocketbook. It I8 seldom Indeed
that a resourceful woman has to make
a direct request for money.—Chlcago
Post.

He Had Great Expectations,

“How do youn account for the fact
that Miss Bullion, the wealthlest helr.
ess of the season, Is golng to marry
Nodo, who hasn’t a cent to his name ¥*

“Oh, but he has great expectations.”

“He bas? What are they "

“He 1s going to marry Miss Bullion.”

1\
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THEFIRSTAERONAUT
HIS INITIAL FLIGHT INTO SPACE WAS

AT PARIS IN 1783.

Pllatre des llosiers Was the Ploneer
of thy Long Line of Daring Spirits
Who Perished In Thelr Attempis (o
Navigate the Alr.

The first attempts to make ascen-
slons by means of balloons were made
fu PParis in the year 1783. Pilatre des
Roslers was the first and most llustrl-
ous of the long list of “wonauts who
have fallen victims to their desire to
advance the art of aerostaties.

1o July and August of the year 1783
balloons filled with hydrogen gas were
gent up from Paris, and in September
ut Versailles the first balloon was sent
up freighted with living animals.

In the same year Montgolfier con-
structed a balloon which he claimed
would be capable of carrying passen-
gers, bils workshop belng in the gardens
of the Faubourg St. Antoine. The bal-
loon was sixty feet in helght and forty-
eight broad. Its exterior was richly
painted and embroldered, there being
represented upon It the twelve signs of
the zodiae, the arms of the king of
I'racice and numberless fleurs-de-lisand
lower down, amld a crowd of grotesque
heads aud garlands of flowers, a flock
of eagles, with extended wings, that
seemed to be flylng and supporting the
Linge balloon upon their shoulders,

Below the balloon proper was con-
strieted a elreular platform of wicker-
work, covered with silk, which was
used as a ear. This platform was very
large and was surrounded by a balus-
trade to prevent the aeronauts from
falling out. ln the center of this plat-
form or car was an opening, below
which was suspended by chains an iron
stove, which was to be used for rarefy-
ing the air in the balloon, while in one
corter was a magazine intended for the
storing up of an immense quantity of
straw, which served as fuel.

Pilatre des Rosiers, generally alone,
but at one time accompanied by the
Marquis d'Arlandes and on another oc-
casion by M. Girond de Villette, bad as-
cended In the balloon without cutting
the rope which held It captive to a
height of 1,200 feet.

IRRosiers had mueh ditficulty in obtain-
ing permission from the king make
an ascent without being held down by
the rope, but consent was at last se-
cured, and on the 20th of November,
1783, everything was made ready. Dur-
ing the day the wind and rain were vio-
lent, and It was found pecessary to
posipone the ascent. The next day, the
2181, the weather was more favorable,
and at 1:30 io the afternoon in the pres-
ence of the daupbin and his suit Pl-
latre des Roslers and the Marquis d'Ar-
landes set out together from the Jar-
dins de la Muette upon the first aerial
voyage ever attempted and performed.
The wind was still very rough and the
weather stormy, but in spite of these
disadvantages the balloon rose rapidly.

Having passed over Paris and be-
come free from all fear of getting en-
tang!ed nmong the buildings of the city,
the neronauts suffered themselves to
descend considerably until they found
themselves in a fresh current of alir,
which bore them in a southerly direc-
tlon.

After proceeding a few miles farther
the fire was allowed to die out, and the
hinlloon descended about five miles from
Paris. When the aeronauts returned to
the Chatean de la Muette, they were
greeted with the utmost enthusinsm by
the assembled erowds, Benjamin Frank-
lin was a witness of the whole specta-
cle, and when asked what be thought
of it he replied, “1 have seen a child
born which may one day be a man.”

Acrostaties had advanced to such a
degree that on the Tth of January,
1785, PBlanchard, a rival of Roslers,
crossed over the channel from Dover
to Calals.

Itosiers was spurred on by Blanch-
ard's succeess and set to work con-
structing o balloon which, when com-
pleted, be ealled an aeromontgolfier.
It consisted of an imunense balloon of
Iydrogen gas, with a large cylinder
placed uader it, the use of it belng to
rarcly the air without losing gas.

Wuen a favoralile day bad arrived,
Pilntre for the last time made his
preparations.  He  was assisted by a
l'oulogne physician  named Romain,
oud oo June 15, 1785, they stepped into
the Lasket, the ropes were cast off, and
tLe balloon rose with the utmost maj-
esly from the earth.

When It had rigsen about 200 feet, It
gtruck a fresh ecurrent of air which
took It divectly toward the sea. It soon
found another current whieh rapidly
earrlied it back again. It possibly may
luive been the desire of the aeronauts
tu deseend to find a more favorable cur.
Jent of air, for while opening the valve
(o let the cold alr Into his eylinder un-
fortunately a huge rent was made in
the balloon. The consequences were
immediate and borrible. At that time
the balloon was 1,700 feet above the
surface of the earth. A few moments
pfterward the two aeronauts lay on
the ground dead and horr'bly mutl
Inted.

Near the spot where Pllatre des Ro-
siers was boried a mooument was
creeted In 1853 to commemorate the al-
most miraculous crossing of the sen by
Blanchard, upon the very spot of earth
on which that iotrepid aeronaut de-
scended.  He bad become for France
a hero, and numbers of Inseriptions are
ftill readable.—~New York Times.

A Last Joke,

John D. Long, in the Massachnsetts
eampalgn of 1878, was making his tirst
run for governor against General Ben
Butler, who had captured the Demo-
cratie nomination, and Judge Joslah .
Abbott, who was the eandidate of the
old line Democrats,

The late Judge Thompson was mak-
Ing a speech for Abbott before a big
Democratic audience and, after prais
Ing the eandidate as a Jurist and a
slatesman, asked sareastically, “And
now, who is this John L-L-Long? No
one answering, he proceeded: “They
say he bhas made a translation of Ho
mer's ‘Iliad!” What g-g-good is that to
us? All Demoerats read Homer in the
original.”

At this the person to whom the Judge
was telling the story laughed, but the
Judge continved: “Th-th-that's not the
real joke at alll The real joke is that
not a m-m-man in the audience so much
as smiled!
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