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BANDON RECORDER.

♦♦»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»».»»»»♦The popular idea that tbe act of dying 
Is a painful process often causes a b ar 
of death. But death from even the 
most painful mortal diseases Is usually 
preceded by a period of cessation from 
suffering and pni-tial or complete Insen­
sibility resembling falling asleep or the 
pleasant gradual unconsciousness caus­
ed by an aiuvsthetic.

The common phrase “death agony" Is 
not warranted by what occurs in natu­
ral death, which is a complete relief 
from all pain. When death is owing to 
heart failure or syncope. It Is sudden 
and paInlesB—perhaps pleasaut. Death 
by hanging, there is reason to believe. 
Is attended by a voluptuous spasm. 
Death by decapitation or electricity is 
only a momentary shock, hardly felt.

Death by poisoning varies In painful­
ness according to the poison employed. 
Opium and other narcotics probably 
give a painless, perhaps a pleasant, 
dreamful death. Hemlock, as we know 
from the account of tbe death of So­
crates, causes gradual insensibility 
from below upward. On the other 
baud, arsenic, strychnine, carbolic and 
mineral acids, corrosive sublimate, tar­
tar emetic and other metallic poisons 
Inflict slow and torturing death. Prus­
sic acid and cyanide of potassium cause 
quick 
rian.

and painful death.—Humanita

A Fliih That Gives Paint,
well known brown pigment 
icj.!a la obtained from a ten 
octopus found principally In the

The 
Chlki 
armed 
Mediterranean and more especially at 
the head of the Adriatic sea, where It 
is caught by the natives for food.

The sepia Is contained in u bag and 
Is really the Idack fluid of which we 
have all read as being discharged by 
the creature to cover Its escape. Some 
naturalists say that the fluid Is brown­
ish, which becomes more credible when 
we know that this Is the source of 
sepia.

Tlie pigment is really a powder which 
dissolves In water; Its strength may be 
estimated by the fact that it will color 
1,000 times its own bulk. When the 
octopus has been killed, the sack or 
bag is removed and dried to prevent 
putrefaction. The sepia is treated with 
ammonia or caustic soda, washed and 
dried. It is one of the most durable of 
paints, except when fully exposed to 
the fierce rays of the sun, and an even 
surface can be obtained with it more 
easily than with most paints. Sepia 
has been obtained from a fossil cuttle­
fish thousands of years old nud fouud 
to be quite good for paint.

quotation myself." "Grand!” was the 
reply. "I get off here. Come and see me 
to-morrow. I have had a grand time." 
“Bo have I," said the friend,” as she 
waved her hand in adieu from the car 
window and settled back in the corner 
to think over the “grand" time she 
had had.

AN INDIAN CEREMONY
THE “MEDICINE SWEAT” THAT MAKES 

THE RED MAN CLEAN.

the

HOTTEST PLACE ON EARTH

The Power ot Superstition.
"I wish I wasn't superstitious,” said 

a well known young man. “I'd have It 
taken off.”

“Have what taken off?”
“Why, this great big mole on my 

nose.”
“What are you afrnid of about It 

bleeding to death?"
“No, no; It's Just bad luck to have a 

n. ile taken off. It’s worse than having 
a black cat across your path or even 
to have a hooting owl light on the 
roof.”

"I don't know why It 1h bud luck, but 
my black mammy used to say, ‘Chile, 
don't yo’ nt 1 her let 'em try to take dat 
mole off’n your nose.”

“ ‘Wliat’ll happen. Aunt Sarah, if 1 
do?' I used to ask her.

“ 'I dunno. chile. Some folks say as 
the place won’t nebber get wqll, aud 
some say as two mo'll come back. 
Don’t nelib r pester what tbe Lord has 
gin yo’, or lie raought make It wo'se.'

“The old negro woman's doctrine 
was too deeply embedded In my early 
education for me to outgrow it, even 
after 20 years.”—Memphis Scimitar.

Q. “Who discovered the law of i 
ity from tbe fall of an apple?” 
•Taris.”

Q. “What Is a sarcasm?” A. "A 
on your body.”

An "antiquarian” Is “a place 
animals,” “harla<itilnn<o»M 
drink," ‘ 
“citadel” 
“neutral” 
“eulogy” 
our head.”

“Juggernaut, a mountain In Switzer­
land;” “glacier” Is “a mender of win­
dows,” “prig” Is “a little boat,” mid 
the ostrich Is "distinct.”

“Sappblra was a high priest.”
“Chamois are a kiud of big fleas.” 
“The milky way" is “the thick 

creamy stuff ou the top of the tnilk."
“Tableaux vlvants" means 

dinner.”
“Elopement" Is “tlie opposite 

pathy.”—Collection Made by a 
School Principal.

sore

_____ ,___  for 
“harlequinade” “a kind of 

a dilemma” “a medicine,” 
“a sort of chief policeman." 

“a kind of reptile,” and 
“a chap who feels bumps on

■hotel

to allo­
London

Queer Things lo Eat.
Just before the Franco-German 

a traveling quack in France employed 
as his clown, after the fashion of tlie 
day, a man named Tore, who testified 
to the excellence of his master's cure 
for Indigestion by swallowing corks 
and pebbles. After leaving the quack 
be enlisted and In the presence of Dr. 
Lorentz tore open a live cat. sucked 
its blood and devoured It. He also 
ate in the same way living snakes, 
grinding their heads between his teeth. 
During the war he conveyed secret in­
formation for the French army by 
•wallowing a small box with a writ­
ten paper inside it, but he was nt Inst 
detected by the Prussians and punish­
ed as a spy.

war

superstition. Abont Snecslngr.
Xenophon. Promotlietis, Themistocles 

and Cicero regarded a sneeze ns a fa­
vorable omen. Among the Hindoos and 
Persians, however, sneezing and yawn­
ing were aserilx d to demouiaeal pos­
session. The Hindoo snaps ills thumb 
and Anger and repents the name of one 
of his gods. The Moslems believe that 
the devil may leap into a gaping mouth, 
and hence when lie yawns he draws 
the back of Ills hand over bis mouth 
and mutters tNs prayer, "I seek refuge 
With Allah from satan. the accursed."

Ontario.
Ontario, with an area of 220,009 

square miles, Is larger than all the fol­
lowing states of the Union: New York 
49.179 square miles; Massachusetts, 
8.315; Connecticut, 4,990; New Jersey, 
7,815; Maine, 33.949; Pennsylvania, 45,- 
215; Maryland. 12.219; Indiana. 30.350; 
Vermont, 9,505, making a total of 200,- 
879 square miles.

This is what Polly heard a mother— 
who was a true mother in every sense 
of the word—say to a rather wayward 
daughter who had inherited her moth­
er’s beauty but not much of her ster­
ling character and good common sense: 
“My dear, you are cultivating the very 
worst traits of your character and they 
will surely bring you many sighs and 
lose you the love and respect of friends 
that you value as being among the 
richest gifts we are heir to. You have 
many lovely traits that will make you 
sweet ami relined and a charming com­
panion to be sought after, besides giv­
ing you that eleganee and true refine­
ment that places or gives you your 
standing in the very best of society. 
You are fast forgetting them and as­
suming ail air of the girls who have 
naturally unrefined and hoodlum in­
stincts that will ruin the most beautiful 
features. You may be applauded by 
persons of that caste and by people 
moving in the best society who may 
smile at your antics and your very ap­
parent indifference to what society 
demands of you, but they will never­
theless soon lose all respect for you. 
You will realize it when it is too late. 
It is the easiest matter in the world to 
drift down with the tide that will carry 
you into a whirlpool of wrong-doing, 
but it will be hard to stem the tide and 
get back into the harbor where you 
started from and where you had the 
honor and respect of everybody. Your 
companions are not of the best.”

“That’s all right, mother, I'm
‘biggest duck in the puddle’ wherever 
I go now. They know I'm notof their 
stamp and they all look up to me. 
Whatever 1 say goes. It’s not the case 
when I go with the people I’ve been 
brought up with. I’m only one among 
the hundred, and they are all so very 
tame. I want life and sparkle and I 
don’t care a cent for their prudish ways. 
You don’t know these girls I’m going 
with now. They are as unlike as the 
peacocks and guinea hens. We are the 
peacocks. People notice us and we 
know it and like it. We don't want 
any chaperones casting their eagle eye 
on every move we make—causes one to 
feel like a thief with a detective after 
her. We are not going to do anything 
so awful bad, and we defy even Dame 
Grundy to find any real prudes among 
us.” "I would rather see you a prude 
any day than to know that you are so 
fast losing all those gentle little relined 
ways which have been your chief 
charm. Stop it, my child. Drop all 
these companions, who will only be a 
stumbling block to you later ou. You 
have up to within a few mouths been 
such a modest, sweet-tempered and 
clever little girl, and bid fair to grow up 
into such a bright and refined little 
woman. Every night of my life I ask 
the questions, ‘Whither is my child 
drifting? What will the end lie?' I 
ask you to answer candidly: Would 
you be willing to ask your new found 
friends to meet me here?” The girl 
thought a moment and then replied, 
“No, mother, 1 would not. You are too 
good and pure, and you would be 
shocked at their language and actions. 
I understand them so well that their 
conduct does not jar upon me as it 
would you.” "I wish you would make 
me a promise,” said the mother, “and 
that is that you will never again associ­
ate with any body you would lie ashamed 
to ask into your own home for the rest 
of the family to meet. And endeavor 
to cultivate all the graces you have 
been endowed with, and which if cul­
tivated, instead of the vices or little 
make-shifts in life, would make you a 
captivating and charming woman, be­
loved by all and sought after by re 
fined and elegant people. Will you 
promise me this?” asked the mother, as 
she fondled the curly head of her only 
daughter. The girl was silent for sev­
eral minutes before she replied. Then 
she said, “You place me in a new light, 
mother. 1 had no idea I had retro­
graded to the extent that you have 
shown me or that you ever felt serious­
ly concerned about my actions. I feel 
disgusted with myself and I promise to 
turn over a new leaf and lie a credit 
and not a disgrace to my lovely little 
mother and my friends.” Would that 
some other misled girls would follow 
her example.

»»»♦
Did you ever notice what a mistake 

people make in using the word grand? 
They pronounce it witli an emphasis 
that is i 
was on 
listened 
turning 
having 
“grand” 
thought 1 would count the number of 
times they would use it while going a 
certain distance. “How did you like 
the play?” was the query. "Grand, 
wasn’t it? Wasn’t that actor who took 
the part of the servant grand iu every­
thing he did? He’s a born actor. How 
did you like the costumes? Grand, 
wasn’t they, but I don’t believe they 
would lixik like anything otrthe stage.’ 
“I don't, either. Have a piece of this 
ginger candy. It's grand, but it almost 
burns your throat out if it is a trifle 
sore.” “Grand day, isn’t it?” “Lovely. 
How did you like the star’s eyes? “I'd 
like them better if they were violet. I 
just love violet eyes, they’re so expres­
sive, and I think they’re sort of (meti­
cal, too.” “That’s a grand feather 
boa that lady has on; must have cost 
twenty dollars.” “Yes, it's swell; but 
look at her grand diamonds. Would’nt 
be a bit surprised if some of them were 
only brilliants, would you?” “ ‘All’s 
not gold that glitters,’ and all’s not 
diamonds that sparkles. Isn’t that 
bright? I made up the last of that

»»»»
Don’t you think “grand” is a much- 

abused word? The hills and mountains 
that tower majestically above you, 
rugged and covered with verdure; the 
snow-clad mountains rising like a spark, 
ling gem from the verdant valleys; the 
entrancing beauty of our own Yosemite 
valley; the never-ceasing roar and beau­
ty of Niagara Falls, etc., all these aj>- 
|ieal to you, and from your heart comes 
the murmur—“grand, sublime.” But 
Polly draws the line when a certain 
kind of chewing-gum is grand, the 
hung of a skirt is grand, the antics of a 
clown, or an actor who was never 
meant to be a star, is also grand, then 
I think the word is sadly abused, and 
if used less frequently and then in its 
proper place, it might lie construed In a 
better light in the eyes of sensible jieople.

»»»»
Mme. Calve, the great singer, did a 

generous act that came from a kind 
heart the other day. While trying on 
dresses m the parlor of Armand's, ill 
Paris, the fitter said, “Madame has be­
come known to our workshops here, 
aud the girls are crazy to see you. If 
you knew how they worshiped you, 
you would feel flattered.” Mme. Calve 
showed her appreciation of the compli­
ment by stating that if she was sure 
that none but the people of the estab­
lishment would be there she would 
go and sing for them. M. Armand sus­
pended work for half an hour and Mme. 
stepped into the workshop and gave a 
concert to 300 eager working girls, who 
listened with rapt attention while the 
nightingale Hang selections from the 
operas of “Faust,” “Romeo and Juliet” 
and street ballads. There was no re­
straining the girls when she left and 
they crowded the stairs shouting their 
thanks and good wishes.

*»»»
The above reminds Polly of a lovely 

incident in the life of Emma Abbott, 
who heard of the dying request of a 
young mail in the last stages of con­
sumption. He knew of her presence in 
the city, and said he would die happy 
if he could but once more hear Abbott 
sing “The Last Rose of Summer.” 
Someone told her of the wish of the 
dying man, and she dressed herself in 
her daintiest costume, secured a rose, 
and drove to the invalid’s home. Stand­
ing by the bedside she sang the song 
that lias touched many hearts and that 
will never grow old, “The Last Rose of 
Summer,” sang it as she never had be­
fore, for she was singing to the dying 
man, who would soon hear the angels’ 
choir, and asshesangsheslowly picked 
the velvety petals from the stem, scat­
tering them on the floor. The young 
man, with his dying request granted, 
expired a few weeks afterward, and 
Emma Abbott also passed to the great 
unknown a few months later. That 
she received her reward Polly hasn’t a 
doubt, have you?

SHOWERS OF MANNA.
HER WAY.

BRIEF REVIEW

Anarchists Elected in Rome.
The Camera di Lavoro—a body com­

posed entirely of workingmen, but re­
cognized officially by the municipality 
of Rome, from which it receives 500 
lire per month, might be translated 
into English as “trades utiiou.” It has 
between 8000 and 9000 members on its 
rolls, but only some 2500 took part in 
the election last week. The battle was 
between the Socialists single handed 
and an alliance of Republicans and 
Anarchists, and the result was a com­
plete victory of the coalition. Five 
Republicans and three Anarchists were 
at the head of the list; the beaten So­
cialists obtained only three seats al­
loted to the minority. The fact lias its 
imjiortaiice, for it signals the first ap- 
pearanee of the Anarchists in the pub­
lic life of Rome—less than two years 
since an international congress was held 
hi Rome to devise measures for their 
suppression and just a year after one of 
their party assassinated the King.

I ii Liepsic the tram ears are furnished 
with some weekly journal, and a leaf­
let giving particulars of theatrical atid 
music hall performances. The reading 
matter hangs on a hook at one end of 
the car, and passengers may take it to 
their seats for perusal.

framework there Is a 
about two feet wide, 
of the tent there Is a

It I> Ills Tnrklzh Bath. So to Speak« 
and It la to Him a Hite, Both Phys­
ical and Spiritual — Making Medi­
cine to the Great Spirit.

Few, if auy, of tbe writers on tbe 
habits, folklore and history of tbe 
American Indian have devoted any 
space to tlie red man's Turkish bath, 
an Institution homemade, to be sure, 
but a recognized necessity In every 
ramp and a feature of tbe daily life of 
tbe Indian. On tbe contrary, com­
mentators have conveyed tbe impres­
sion that habits of cleanliness are for­
eign to tbe Indian aud that he bas an 
Inborn aversion to water except for 
culinary purposes.

By the avidity aud frequency with 
which the Indian Indulges In bis home­
made Turkish bath be proves the fal- 
.acy of this belief and shows that he, 
as well as bls white brother, can live 
up to the precept “Cleanliness Is next 
lo godliness,” only Iu tlie practice the 
Indian tints cleanliness first.

Tlie term Turkish bath Is unknown 
to the Indian. He calls that method of 
ablution a “medicine sweat.” It Is to 
him a rite botli physical and spiritual, 
for lie cleanses bls person and then 
“makes medicine” to bls Great Spirit 
That tbe rite Is religiously observed 
was shown by a band of Brule Sioux 
Indians, who made a Journey across 
tlie continent to the east and went Into 
encampment In, to them, a strange 
land.

On their arrival, even before they 
raised their tepee poles, they erected a 
"medicine sweat” tent. Tbe framework 
of this tent Is of lioop poles so trained 
ihat It is about nine feet in diameter, 
lour feet high, flat topped und almost 
circular In form.

Just within the 
bedding of straw 
aud in tbe center
whole in the ground about three feet in 
diameter mid three feet deep. There 
lire no steam vents or pipes, no marble 
slabs, no rubbers and no sheets. When 
the Indian Is ready for bis “medicine 
sweat” a number of stones or rocks 
are heated lo almost white beat aud 
dumped into tbe hole in the ground. 
Thon tbe red men. 29 or 25 of them. In 
n costume even scnntlcr than Adam's 
■ifter tbe fall, range themselves upon 
tlie straw They sit mummy fashion, 
tlielr clilns ou their knees and tlielr 
arms around tlielr shins, packed so 
c lose together that even If they would 
they could not move.

When they are all ready, blankets, 
kins and canvas are thrown over the 

framework until the tent Is almost air­
tight. two or three buckets of water 
arc passed in and thrown upon the hot 
tones amt tbe "medicine sweat” be­

gins. The moment the steam begins to 
rise the Indians begin a chant, which 
is kept up without Interruption until 
the sweat Is over. Packed together, 
enveloped Iu steam so thick that none 
can see bls neighbor, the Indians sit, 
singing and perspiring for mi hour or 
more. Not mi Indian moves. He 
licitliqr can nor wants to.

At a signal from tlie chief or the 
medicine man a section of the tent is 
torn away, and with a heave and a 
whoop ail tbe bucks make pellmell for 
the water. A run mid a Jump, and in 
they go. It Is Just as much sport for 
tlie oldest warrior as for the boy who 
lias not yet won his war bonnet. Once 
more on land, the Indian, having per­
formed a duty be owes to himself and 
Ills neighbor. Is ready to “make medi­
cine." This is nlways done after the 
"medicine sweat’’—in fact it is part 
mid pared of the ceremony, for It Is 
regarded as a

The Indian, 
this moment, 
witli tlie God
to l>e equally clean of mind and guile­
less of soul, uow proceeds to tlie high­
est point of land In the vicinity of the 
camp, thus getting as near to tlie 
Great Spirit ns It Is possible to do while 
on earth. On the way he gathers up a 
little soil, a stray leaf, some old tobacco 
quids, a dead fly or bug or two—in fact 
anything which may be deemed refuse, 
for he Is about to convey to the Great 
Spirit that be lias cleansed bls person 
and that all things unclean have gone 
from him.

These things that tie has gathered he 
places iu a piece of white cloth, which 
in turn Is fastened to tlie end of a long 
stick. The other end of the stick Is 
thrust Into tlie ground nt the top of the 
hill or knoll, and the good Indian has 
made medicine. Two days seldom pass 
without the repetition of this cere­
mony. It never varies. The scene may 
change, tlie Indian may wander to new 
lands or be driven to them, but where 
he Is there also Is his “medicine sweat" 
tent mid there be “makes mediciue."- 
New York Times.

ceremony.
dean iu person and at 
before tils communion 

of bls fathers, supposed

the southwestern coast of 
the border of the Persian 
40 consecutive days In the 
July and August the mer-

JUST WHY AND HOW SUCH PHE­
NOMENA ARE POSSIBLE.

as big as the word sounds. I 
a street-car the other day and 
to some young girls just re- 
front the matinee, and after 
heard them use the word 

' ou two or three occasions 1

The strange power of a volcano was 
shown in the last eruption of Vesuvius, 
when a mass of rock, weighing thirty 
tons, was projected high above the cra­
ter. To do this, according to an Italian 
professor, the volcano exerted a force of 
nearly 7000 horse-power.

A waterproof paper that has just 
been brought out in Manchester, Eng­
land, is meeting with great success. It 
is made up of two sheets of brown pa­
per stuck together with a rubber solu­
tion.

Sheep with a green fleece are a nov­
elty, but they are to seen in Germany 
near some copper works. They live iu 
in the dust and fumes, and drink tlie 
water contaminated by copper.

A new kind of sealing wax has been 
produced on the Continent. It Is con­
tained in a glass tulie, and when re­
quired for use it is sufficient to make 
the wax flow.

Two billion passengers and 950,090,000 
tons of goods are carried in a year on 
the world’s railways.

Life and coat buttons often hang by 
a slender thread.

In 1790 Pennsylvania had a colored 
Imputation of 10,274.

The Hainan Car.
The human ear Is an organ the true 

Inwardness of which the physicians 
have never been able to get at. They 
can examine the Interior of the eye 
with ease by throwing into Its dark 
chamber a ray of light reflected from 
a little mirror, and they found it pos­
sible even to see the gray matter of tbe 
brain by looking through the little 
canal by which the optic nerve enters. 
The cavity behind the nose they In­
spect with the aid of a light placed far 
back In the mouth.

They have no difficulty In seeing Into 
the stomach by uu electric apparatus; 
the intestines likewise are readily 
enough investigated, and the bladder 
also. But the ear as to Its internal 
arrangements Is unapproachable. It Is 
Impossible to dissect It satisfactorily 
after death, for tbe reason that the 
parts collapse at once when the vital 
spark leaves the body.

omlerfcil Contrr' ‘
Brevity may lie the "soul or wit," hut 

the laughable effect Is sometimes the 
very thing the si»enker doesn’t mean. 
In the following case n word or two 
more would have made a clearer de­
scription. but it would not have been 
half so funny.

The head master of an English girl's 
high school Is describing to tbe class 
the lienuty of the Alps, which he has 
visited during Ills vacation, and ends 
bn lecture in these words:

“And there, with one foot I stood on 
the Ice of the glacier, while with the 
other I was plucking tbe most beautiful 
Howers."

It I. Dabrein, on Hie Soatbweatern 
Co.at of Persia.

The hottest region on tbe earth's sur­
face is on 
Persia, on 
gulf. For 
months of
eury has been known to stand above 
lot) degrees iu the shade night and day 
and to run up as high as 139 degrees 
In the middle of tbe afternoon.

At Bahrein, in tbe center of tbe most 
torrid belt, as though It were nature's 
intention to make tbe place as unbear­
able as possible, water from wells is 
•ometbing unknown. Great shafts have 
been sunk to a depth of 100, 200, 390 
mid even 500 feet, but always with tbe 
tame result—no water. This serious 
drawback notwithstanding, a compara­
tively numerous population contrives 
lo live there, thanks to copious springs 
which burst forth from the bottom of 
the gulf more than a mile from the 
shore.

The water from these springs is ob­
tained In a most curious and novel 
manner. “Macliadores” (divers), whose 
sole occupation Is that of furnishing 
the people of Bahrein with tbe life giv­
ing fluid, repair to that portion of the 
gulf where the springs are situated and 
bring away with them hundreds of 
bags full of the water each day. The 
water of tlie gulf where the springs 
burst forth Is nearly 299 feet deep, but 
these tnachadores manage to fill their 
gi.atskln sacks by diving to the bottom 
and holding the mouths of the bags 
over the fountain Jets—this, too, with­
out allowing the salt water of tbe gulf 
to mix with It.

The source of these submarine foun­
tains Is thought to be in the hills of 
Osmond 409 and 590 miles away. Be­
ing situated at the bottom of the gulf, 
it is a mystery bow they were ever 
discovered, but the fact remains that 
they have been known since the dawn 
of history.

H»lr ain’t black, nor even brown; « 
Got no 
fort o'
Talu't

gold upon her cron; 
uhy, I ahould sty.
her hair; it's jest her way.

Ikin't
fort o* 
8k 'em better ev’iy d»y.
'Teln't her mouth ; It's jeet her vay.

her mouth— her mouth 1* aid*, 
runs from side to side.

Nose 1 reckon’, nothin greet; 
Couldn't even swear It's straight)
Fact, 1 teel I'm tree to aay 
•Teln't her nose; it's jest her way-

Love her? Well, 1 guese I dot
Love her mighty loud and true;
Love her better ev'ry day. 
Dunno why; it's Jest her way.

- Elizabeth Sylveater la Century.

ANIMAL LIFE.
aThe army worm Is essentially 

grass eating Insect, though It often 
feeds upou other plants, and is said to 
prefer oats to corn.

The uialaptecurus, a fish only eight 
Inches long, can develop a shock of 290 
volts of electricity In the two-tlmu- 
sandth part of a second.

Several pairs of pigeons which a sci­
entist has observed In Paris have rais­
ed tlielr young Iu nests made entirely 
of hairpins collected on tbe paths of 
the Luxembourg.

The largest nest In tlie world Is built 
by tlie mound bird, a sort of Austra­
lian fowl. It makes mounds some­
times 150 feet iu circumference, in 
which It buries Its eggs five feet deep.

The heaviest bird that files Is the 
great bustard. In size It exceeds the 
Norwegian blackcock. The old males 
weigh about 35 pounds, but when food 
is plentiful the young males may 
weigh 49 pounds. Great bustards were 

western 
they

formerly as plentiful In 
Europe as partridges. Now 
rarely found.

are

St. Christopher.
belief was that any 
nt a representation of St. Chris- 
wns safe for that day from an

one whoTbe 
looked 
toplier 
evil death. The saint was always por­
trayed of colossal size and is so paint­
ed nt the entrance of most Spanish ca­
thedrals that all may see him. None of 
the many carved figures of this saint 
approaches iu size one which was re­
moved from Notre Dame at Paris In 
1785.

It was said that St. Christopher’s 
original occupation was to carry people 
across a stream, aud tbe legend is that 
once a child presented himself to be 
conveyed over. At first his weight was 
what might be expected from Ills In­
fant years, but presently it began to 
increase and so went on till tbe ferry­
man was like to sink under bis burden. 
Tbe child then said: "Wonder not, my 
friend. 1 am Jesus, and you have tbe 
weight of the sins of the whole world 
on your back.” Hence St. Christopher 
Is represented carrying the infant Sav­
iour across a river with tbe globe In his 
hand.

St. Christopher has an Interesting 
place In the history of typography In 
consequence of a wood engraving of 
Ills figure, supposed to be of date about 
1423. being the earliest known example 
of that art.

I'nknown Canada.
One-third of tbe area of Canada Is 

practically unknown. There are more 
tbau 1.250.000 square miles of unex­
plored lauds in Canada. Tbe entire 
area of the Dominion Is computed at 
3,450,257 square miles: consequently 
one-third of this country has yet been 
untraveled by the explorer. Exclusive 
of the inhospitable detached arctic por- 
t.ous, 954,000 square miles are for all 
practical purposes entirely unknown.

Most of this unknown area Is dis­
tributed In tbe western half of tbe Do­
minion In lnijienetrated blocks of from 
25.000 to 100,000 square miles—that Is. 
areas as large as the states of Ohio. 
Kansas or New England are yet a 
tecret to white man.—National 
graphic Magazine.

Geo-

Lawdiinutn Drinkins.
Is surprising what one’s constitu­
ent! be made to stand In the way

It 
tlon 
of narcotics. From small beginnings It 
Is possible to go on Increasing the 
doses until a quantity can be taken 
which would kill two or three persons 
unaccustomed to anything of the sort 
In the course of a coroner’s Investiga­
tion at Sheffield. England It was shown 
that a man had been a constant lauda­
num drinker for ten years. Commenc­
ing with a pennyworth at a time, he 
bad gone on until he had taken fully 
an ounce a day.

Pure Snitar.
A San Francisco chemist says there 

Is only one refinery In the world that 
makes absolutely pure sugar. The 
manufactory Is In Germany, and It 
supplies chemists and druggists with 
sugar for solutions which must be un­
clouded. This chemically pure article 
would not find much sale for table use, 
is it Is a dirty grayish white In ap­
pearance. When dissolved. It gives a 
Hear solution, there being no artificial 
•oloring matter In suspension.

Still Dreamln®.
“I feel now quite satisfied that there 

Is no life so happy as a married one."
"And how long have you been mar­

ried?"
“Since last Wednesday.”

“wist not what It 
thus fed the Israelites in 
though numberless conjee- 
been made and discussions 
matter.

This Food ot tbe People ot Israel la 
tbe Wilderness Is an Edible Lichen 
Thnt Is Still Found In Parts ot 
Asin nod Africa,

“It is manna!” exclaimed tbe people 
•f Israel as they gathered tbe food 
which seemed so miraculously to ap­
pear at their very feet In answer to 
their cry for sustenance, but though 
they ate and were satisfied, we are 
told they “wist not what it was."

And during the ages that have pass­
ed since Its first appearance on that 
memorable dewy morning In the wil­
derness of sin men have declared again 
Mid again that they 
was" that 
their need, 
tures have 
held on tbe

The chief opinion which had sway 
for a long time was that manna was 
the saji of the tamarisk, but uow au­
thorities, seeing in tbe light of widen­
ing scientific knowledge, declare tliat 
manna was without doubt a certain 
lichen (Lecanora esculenta).

This is borne out by the fact that 
well authenticated rains of manna, ab­
solutely believed by the inhabitants to 
be showers from heaven, have been re­
ported at least six times during the 
past century by reliable travelers In 
the east, and tbe descriptions of the 
deposit given In precise present day 
language leave no doubt upon the point.

If a piece of manna be examined 
under tbe microscope, its peculiar com­
pound structure can be clearly seen. 
There is n delicate network of interlac­
ing fungal threads glistening in tbe 
light, while inclosed In their meshes 
are a number of round, bright green 
cells, each a tiny algal plant. Thus 
fungus and alga live together In most 
Intimate connection.

It may be asked how fresh manna 
lichens arise, seeing that It is difficult 
to imagine a frequent coincident meet­
ing of a particular fungus and a par­
ticular green plant. But granted tbe 
meeting has once taken place, the rapid 
reproduction Is easy to understand.

At certain times In the year a yellow­
ish dust appears In little green cups 
growing on the surface of the plant, 
and each of the grains of dust Is a 
minute bundle containing a few of the 
white filaments and a few of the green 
cells wrapped up together, so that 
wherever this dust may fall each grain 
can become a new manna lichen.

There Is. moreover, a second method 
of reproduction In which tbe fungus 
alone takes part and sends out tiny off­
spring to take tbelr chance in the wide 
world of finding a suitable host, as tbelr 
parent has done, but the 
complicated and at present 
some obscurity.

Thus, then, Lecanora

Coant the Times a Horne Rolls.
To see a horse when out at pastur« 

rolling on the ground and endeavoring 
to turn over on his back is a common 
sight, but how many people have no­
ticed that In doing this horses observe 
an Invariable rule?

The rule Is that he always rolls over 
either at the first or third attempt— 
never at the second—and more than 
three attempts are never made. In 
other words, If tbe horse succeeds In 
rolling over at tbe first try, well and 
good—that satisfies him; but if the 
first attempt Is a failure, the second 
one always is. Then he either roll« 
quite over at the third or gives It up. 
He never makes a fourth.

I f horses are rolling on sloping ground, 
they usually roll up hill. This is more 
easy of explanation than the strange 
custom regulating the number of at­
tempts. As to this no adequate reason 
has ever been offered. Will those in­
genious people who tell us why a dog 
turns round before lying down, and 
why ducks walk behind each other In a 
string Instead of abreast, explain why 
a horse never makes four attempts to 
roll over and never succeeds at the 
second ?

details are 
Involved In

“Rand to Mouth” Livers.
One of the paradoxes of waste Is that 

the persons most addicted to It are not 
men and women of Independent mean* 
wlio can support themselves In spite of 
their extravagant expenditure, but the 
poorer classes. There Is hardly an able- 
bodied laborer who might not become 
financially Independent if he would but 
carefully husband bls receipts and 
guard against the little leaks of need­
less expense. But unfortunately this Is 
the one thing which the workingman 
finds It the hardest to do. There are a 
hundred laborers who are willing to 
work bard to every half dozen who are 
willing properly to husband their earn­
ings. Instead of boarding a small per­
centage of their receipts so as to pro­
vide against sickness or want of em­
ployment they eat and drink up their 
earnings as they go, and thus in the 
first financial crash, when mills and 
factories “shut down" and capitalists 
lock up their cash instead of using it 
In great enterprises, they are ruined. 
Men who thus live “from band to 
mouth," never keeping more than a 
day’s march ahead of actual want, are 
little better off than slaves.—Success.

casual observer 
Itself, and needs

white like corn

esculenta — 
manna—Is In Its very nature one of the 
most remarkable phenomena In tbe 
vegetable world. It Is found over great 
tracts of southwest Asia, near Constan­
tinople, In tbe Crimea, the deserts of 
Arabia, In the Sahara and the deserts 
of Algeria.

It Is eusy to pass It by unnoticed, for 
it Is grayish yellow In color and grows 
on gray limestone rocks and fragments 
of rock In the form of a wrinkled crust 
which seems to tbe 
part of tbe very rock 
care to distinguish It.

Cut through. It is
within, dry and powdery. It Is. more­
over, extremely light in weight. It is 
obvious that there Is not much nourish­
ment to be obtained from the bare face 
of tbe limestone rock, hence all tbe sus­
tenance of the two plants must be ob­
tained from the atmosphere and tbe 
rain by tbe little green plant, which 
must thus work doubly bard to be able 
to pass on sufficient food for its part­
ner’s living In addition to providing Its 
own.

By degrees, as It grows older. It be­
comes loosened or even detached from 
tbe rocks, and then, when tbe sudden 
whirlwinds and violent storms which 
affect many of these regions blow, tbe 
featherweight pieces of lichen crust are 
tom up and blown into the air at the 
mercy of tbe wind and carried. It may 
be, for Immense distances.

The rains, too, that descend with 
such sudden vehemence sweep It away 
Into water channels, where it Is borne 
along on the stream and deposited in 
hollows and left there In heaps when 
tbe water subsides.

At times, too. a waterspout will 
gather It up. carry ft along and ulti­
mately deposit It In a place where hith­
erto It bad been practically unknown.— 
Sunday Magazine.

Impertinent.
It Is said that Sarah, duchess of 

Marlborough, one day remarked to her 
grandson. Jack Spencer: “Jack, you 
must marry, and 1 will give you a Hat 
of tbe ladles you may propose to.”

“Very well, grannie,” he said, and he 
proposed to the first' on tbe list. When 
be came hack with bls wife from tbelr 
weddlug tour, they went to pay tbelr 
respects to tbe old lady.

“Well, now.” she said, “1 am the root, 
and you are only tbe branches, ami 
therefore you must always pay me a 
great deal of deference.”

"That la all very well,” said Jack 
Impertinently, “but I think tbe branches 
would Sourish a great deal better If 
tbe root was under ground.”

Tlie Primary Planets.
The primary planets are those which 

are tbe centers of secondary systems, 
consisting of small globes revolving 
round them In the same mnnner as 
they revolve round the sun. These ar«’ 
called secondary planets, satellites or 
noons Tbe primary planets which ar< 
thus attended carry the satellites ot 
secondary planets with them In 
orblta round the sun.

their

How Pearls Are Sorted.
The average diver thinks It a 

day’s work to secure 100 pearl oysters 
In 50 feet of water. After being taken 
ashore the mollusks are allowed to die, 
when tlielr shells open of their own ac­
cord. The pearls are classified by pass 
Ing them through 
which assort them 
Those which are 
fective are sold to 
for sore eyes and 
that is very popular in the east—Pear- 
ton's.

fair

a aeries of sieves. 
Into different sizes, 
very small or de­
make a preparation 
nervous complaints

Why the Boy Was Sure.
A certain officious head nurse in the 

accident ward of a local hospital re­
ceived an unexpected “call down” re­
cently. An unfortunate young man of 
the age of 19 had been practicing with 
a cartridge pistol several sizes too large 
for him, and the result was unpleasant 
Tbe doctors and nurses bad cleansed 
and dressed the wound, and he was 
resting easily.

Then the nurse, who had not been 
present and who bated to miss a trick, 
walked over to the little boy’s bed, 
around which the attendants were still 
stnndlng, and asked him solicitously:

“Are you sure that the bullet isn’t 
sticking there still?”

“Sure.”
“What makes you think so?”
“It was a blank cartridge."
There was a sharp decline In thnt 

nurse's stock of pride, and tbe laugh­
ter failed of unanimity by one dissent­
ing voice.—New York Commercial Ad­
vertiser.

Willing to Oblige.
The young man was from town and 

was spending a Sunday in the suburba. 
Ho knew far more about horses and 
carriages than the local livery sales­
man, and so his Interview with the lat­
ter when he sought to hire a “rig" for 
the afternoon was tinged with a gentle 
air of patronage on his part. "Oh, have 
you a trap you can let me have?”

"Yes; certainly."
"One that will bold two?”
“Yes, or 20,” from the obliging coun­

tryman.
“Ob, really! Have you a stylish road 

wagon?”
“Yes.”
“Perhaps you have a spider or a 

Brewster buggy, or on second thought 
I might prefer a rubber tired hansom. 
You can accommodate me?”

“Yes; all kinds cheerfully furnished.”
“Can you give me a lash whip?”
“Yes; with a fancy tassel.”
“Oh. well, what kind of a horse can 

you turn out—a short tailed one?”
“I think so,” came gently from the 

wearied proprietor; then In stentorian 
tones to his man: “Jake, can you give 
this gentleman a short tailed horse? If 
not, cut one at once.”—Short Stories.

More Lansliier, Lean Saieidea.
The physiological benefits of laughter 

rannot be overestimated. It shakesup 
the diaphragm, sets the pulses beating 
to a lively measure, stimulates the 
blood corpuscles, enlivens the brain and 
sometimes produces dislocation of the 
jaw when Indulged in too heartily by 
1 man with a large mouth. Used with 
discretion, laughter Is as Inspiring as a 
Bea breeze, as refreshing as an August 
shower. Its moral effect Is beyond 
computation. It has killed more ridicu­
lous superstitions by Its rollicking roars 
of unbelief than any other agency. 
What can be more derisive than a 
laugh? The man who laughs never 
kills himself. This Is the reason so few 
Irishmen 
bra.

commit suicide.—Literary

Nara./,
Visitor—Mrs. A., what doKindly

you suppose makes you suffer so?
I Mrs. A.—I don't know, I am sure, 
Ind I believe nothing but a post mor­
tem will ever show.

Kindly Visitor—You poor tbing! You 
are so weak that you can never stand 
that.—Tlt-Blts.

J


