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2020 — When the Grand Ronde Youth Education Department 
had to cancel its summer programming because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, staff came up with another idea: Delivering or mailing 

activity boxes to students, fi lled with activities for a weekly theme. 
The idea proved wildly popular from the start, when the staff hoped 

to see 60 students sign up, only to see 150 sign-ups. They created 

weekly Zoom meetings for the students to connect and chat about 

their projects. The project allowed students from as far away as 

California and Colorado to participate. 

2015 — The work of several Grand Ronde 

Tribal artists was on display at the Ikanum 

art exhibit at Chehalem Cultural Center 

in Newberg, which featured contemporary 

artwork from the Columbia River and Wil-

lamette Valley. 

2010 — Grand Ronde hosted an event to 

honor Sue Shaffer, former longtime chair-

woman of the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua 

Indians, for her years of service to Indian 

Country, both in Oregon and nationally. 

2005 — Grand Ronde was the only Tribe 

from Oregon to participate in the 2005 Pad-

dle to Elwha Canoe Journey, then known 

as the “Healing and Unity Journey,” hosted 

by the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe. It was 

Grand Ronde’s fi rst Canoe Journey. Three Chinook Tribal members 
journeyed with the Tribe.

2000 — The Tribe dedicated its Elder housing development, mark-

ing the accomplishment of one the goals of the fi rst Tribal Council 
after Restoration; building affordable housing for Elders, enabling 

many of them to move back to Grand Ronde.

1995 — More than 1,000 applicants attended a job fair at Spirit 

Mountain Casino, which was planning to hire 850 people, both full-

time and part-time, in 59 job categories to get the new casino up and 
running. 

Yesteryears is a look back at Tribal history in fi ve-year in-
crements through the pages of Smoke Signals.

Committee & Special Event 

Board meeting days and times

• Ceremonial Hunting Board meets	as	needed.	Chair:	Marline	
Groshong.

• Culture Committee	meets	as	needed	at	the	Veterans	House.	
Chair:	Molly	Leno.

• Editorial Board	meets	monthly.	The	next	meeting	will	be	held	at	
10:30	a.m.	Friday,	Aug.	22,	via	Zoom.	Chair:	Mia	Prickett.	Con-
tact	Editorial.Board@grandronde.org	for	the	meeting	link.

• Education Committee	meets	at	5:30	p.m.	on	the	last	Tuesday	
of	the	month	in	the	Adult	Education	building.	Interim	Chair:	Vale-
ria	Atanacio.

• Elder Board	meets	the	fi	rst	and	third	Wednesday	of	the	month	
at	10	a.m.	in	the	Elders	Activity	Center.	Chair:	Darlene	Aaron.	

• Enrollment Committee	meets	quarterly	in	Room	204	of	the	
Governance	Center.	Chair:	Debi	Anderson.

• Fish & Wildlife Committee meets	at	5:30	p.m.	the	second	
Tuesday	of	the	month	at	the	Natural	Resources	building	off		Hebo	
Road.	Chair:	Reyn	Leno.

• Health Committee	meets	at	10	a.m.	the	second	Monday	of	the	
month	in	the	Cheryle	A.	Kennedy	Public	Health	Building.	Chair:	
Darlene	Aaron.

• Housing Grievance Board	meets	at	3	p.m.	the	third	Thursday	
of	the	month	in	the	Housing	Department	conference	room.	Chair:	
Harris	Reibach.

• Powwow Special Event Board	meets	as	needed	at	the	Com-
munity	Center.	Dates	vary.	Contact	Dana	Ainam	at	503-879-
2037.	Chair:	Dana	Ainam.

• TERO Commission	meets	at	10	a.m.	the	second	Tuesday	of	
the	month	in	the	Employment	Services	building.	Chair:	Russell	
Wilkinson.

• Timber Committee	meets	at	5	p.m.	the	second	Thursday	of	the	
month	at	the	Natural	Resources	building	off		Hebo	Road.	Chair:	
Jon	R.	George.

• Veterans Special Event Board	meets	at	5:30	p.m.	the	fi	rst	
Tuesday	of	the	month	in	the	Quenelle	House.	Chair:	Molly	Leno.	

The Grand Ronde Food Bank – iskam mfkhmfk haws – is operated 

by Marion-Polk Food Share, which has been leading the fi ght to end 
hunger since 1987 because no one should be hungry.

Recipients of SNAP, TANF, SSI or LIHEAP assistance automatically 

qualify for assistance at the Grand Ronde Food Bank, 9675 Grand 
Ronde Road. No one will be turned away in need of a food box.

 “We believe that everyone deserves to have enough to eat,” Food 

Bank Coordinator Francene Ambrose says. “You are welcome to get 
a food box at each of our regular weekly distributions. No one will be 

turned away in need of a food box.”

The Food Bank will hold August food box distributions from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. Fridays. In addition, there is a light food box (mostly bread 

and produce) distribution from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesdays. 

People must check in 15 minutes before closing to receive a food 

box on both days. If you need immediate assistance, call 211 or visit 

211info.org.

Those who are unable to pick up a food box can fi ll out an authorized 
representative form and that designated person can pick up a food box 

on your behalf. The authorization is good for one year.

The Food Bank continues to seek volunteers to help with repacking 

food, putting food on the shelves, handing out food boxes, end-of-month 

inventory and picking up food donations at area stores.

Call to ensure someone is available to assist. People also can sign up 

for a monthly email for the Food Bank calendar and events, as well as 

follow the Food Bank on Facebook.

The Food Bank is an equal opportunity provider. Contact Ambrose 

at 503-879-3663 or fambrose@marionpolkfoodshare.org for more in-
formation or to volunteer. n

Food Bank news
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To update information on this list, contact Smoke Signals Editor 

Danielle Harrison at 503-879-4663 or danielle.harrison@grandronde.org.
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ATTENTION ALL HOUSING TENANTS AND GUEST

PLEASE SLOW DOWN IN ELDER HOUSING 

Also, please make sure and maintain low levels of music in the Elder community.

GRAND RONDE HOUSING DEPARTMENT

28450 Tyee Road – Grand Ronde, Oregon 97347 – 503-879-2401 – Fax 503-879-5973 

• Do you want to be more involved with the Tribe?

• Do you have a desire to be a part of a group to plan

   and be involved in Tribal activities and events?

• Are you intersted in making positive changes for 

   future generations?

TRIBAL COMMITTEE / 

BOARD & COMMISSION

Now accepting new applications

Current vacancies:

• Ceremonial Hunting Board − Must be a ceremonial hunter (2) 

• Election Board (1)  • Election Board alternates (2) 

• Fish & Wildlife Committee (1) • Culture Committee (1)  

• Powwow Special Event Board (2)• Health Committee (1) 

• Timber Committee (2)

For questions email:

shannon.ham-texeira@grandronde.org 

Applications available online at: 

www.grandronde.org/government/tribal-council/committees/

Applications also available in the Tribal Governance building:

Located at the Tribal Council office near the security desk.
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