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Want to be one of the fi rst Tribal members to receive smok signflz?

Want to receive the Tribal publication on your computer instead 

of waiting for it to arrive in the mail?

Want to get up-to-date and in-the-know about the Grand Ronde 

Tribe before anyone else? In an effort to be more effi cient and re-
duce printing and postage costs, smok signflz electronic subscribers 

receive a PDF (portable document format) version sent to them 

instead of a newsprint version sent via the mail. All you need on 

your computer is Adobe Acrobat or another program that can read 

a PDF and you’re set.

Why would you want to do that? The PDF version is available 

before the newspaper is sent to our printing contractor in Salem. 

You can read the paper on your computer or print out a copy of 

individual pages yourself. And you will receive Tribal news much 

faster than the current standard mailing utilized by the Tribe.

If you would like to receive an emailed PDF version of smok 

signflz and stop receiving a mailed newsprint version, send your 

email to esubscription@grandronde.org. Stopping mailed delivery 

of the newspaper will not affect other Tribal mail. n

smok signflz off ering 

fast email subscription

Baker Technical Institute

Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde

Concrete Basics Training

This training is a hands-on, beginner-friendly training where you will acquire the 

skills to prepare the work area, build and set up forms, calculate the amount of 

concrete needed for your project, leveling and finishing techniques, and ensuring 
proper curing of the concrete, all while adhering to safety protocols and gaining 

an understanding of basic concrete principles. 

Register for training by calling 503-879-2146 

or email tero@grandronde.org

Date:  February 24-28, 2025

Location:  GTGR Employment Service

                    9615 Grand Ronde Rd

                    Grand Ronde, OR 97347

Time: TBD

♦ A Different Kind of Education ♦

Child
Development
Center

Exciting progress
on the new

Property Features

We’re thrilled to share that construction on the new Child Development

Center is moving along smoothly, thanks to the collaborative efforts of our

Tribal leaders, the grants management team, Triplett Wellman, Inc.. and

Early Childhood Education staff.

As construction nears completion, we want to prepare families for an

exciting transition. Over the next several months, we will begin moving

classrooms into the new space. Stay tuned for updates as we approach this

significant milestone in providing enhanced learning environments for our

children.

Thank you for your continued support and patience during this process!
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Management and Budget offi cials 
reversed course and rescinded the 

federal freeze order the morning of 

Wednesday, Jan. 29. Then, later in 

the day, the White House said that 

the federal funding reviews remain 

in effect, according to an article in 

The Washington Post. 

Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden an-

nounced on social media Tuesday 

morning that his staff had con-

fi rmed that Medicaid portals were 
down in all 50 states.

“This is a blatant attempt to rip 

away health insurance from mil-

lions of Americans overnight and 

will get people killed,” Wyden said.

The Grand Ronde Health & Well-

ness Center reported that it was 

able to verify Medicaid accounts 

through the federal portal as of 

Tuesday afternoon.

 Tribal Communications Director 

Sara Thompson issued a statement 

calling the situation “unfortunate.” 

“The recent actions by the federal 

government to stop payment on 

federal grants and loans is unfortu-

nate,” she said. “While we are still 

trying to fi gure out how these ac-
tions may impact our programs, we 

are confi dent that our own fi nancial 
security should help us navigate 

any temporary uncertainty this 

may cause. We will continue to 

monitor the situation and re-eval-

uate things as we move forward.”

Engineering & Community De-

velopment Department Manager 

Ryan Webb said it was unclear 

which of the Tribe’s grants will be 

affected.

“We got direction that Head 

Start is not affected and that the 

Environmental Protection Agency 

grant for the recreation center is 

affected,” Webb said. “But we didn’t 

get that same clarifi cation for the 
EPA grants for environmental 

cleanup at tumwata village, or for 

the Tribe’s toxins reduction grant…

Information is unclear even when 

it does come trickling out.”

He added that his department is 

continuing to seek more informa-

tion through contacts in the federal 

government and across Indian 

Country.

Meanwhile, Tribal Grants Man-

ager Wendy Sparks informed de-

partment heads in an email that 

it was reviewing all federal grants 

and loans. If necessary, these will 

be “realigned to the priorities of the 

current administration.”

Departments that are working 

on existing grant applications or 

programs should continue to do 

so, she added, and should continue 

submitting reports as usual. 

Oregon Sen. Jeff Merkley con-

demned Trump’s actions in a press 

release, calling the freeze “a clear vi-

olation of law and Congress’s consti-

tutional duty to appropriate funds.”

“The president is not a king, 

and the laws Congress passes are 

not suggestions,” Merkley said. 

“Federal funds are the foundations 

for our schools, hospitals and law 

enforcement and fi re departments. 
These funds support the roads we 

drive on, the pipes that deliver 

water to our homes, the food we 

eat at our kitchen tables grown 

by farmers in our communities 

and federal programs that assist 

families recovering from natural 

disasters.” n
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story ideas? 

Do you have Tribal story ideas you 

would like to see in Smoke Signals?

Please share your suggestions 

at news@grandronde.org or 

by calling Editor Danielle 

Harrison at 503-879-4663.

Ad by Samuel Briggs III
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