
SMOKE SIGNALS4 FEBRUARY 1, 2025

Committee & Special Event 

Board meeting days and times

• Ceremonial Hunting Board meets as needed. Chair: Marline 

Groshong.

• Culture Committee meets as needed in the Veteran's House, 

Acting Chair: Pamala Warren-Chase.

• Editorial Board meets monthly. The next meeting will be held 

at 11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 21 via Zoom. Contact Chair Mia Prickett 

at	Editorial.Board@grandronde.org	for	the	meeting	link.	
• Education Committee meets at 5:30 p.m. on the last Tuesday 

of	the	month	in	the	Adult	Education	building.	Interim	Chair:	Vale-
ria Atanacio.

• Elders Committee meetings have been paused. Meeting times will 

be	updated	when	information	is	available.
• Enrollment Committee	meets	quarterly	in	Room	204	of	the	

Governance Center. Chair: Debi Anderson.

• Fish & Wildlife Committee meets at 5:30 p.m. the second 

Tuesday	of	the	month	at	the	Natural	Resources	building	off		
Hebo Road. Chair: Reyn Leno.

• Health Committee	meets	at	10	a.m.	the	second	Monday	of	the	
month	in	the	Molalla	Room	of	the	Health	&	Wellness	Center.	
Chair: Darlene Aaron.

• Housing Grievance Board meets at 3 p.m. the third Thurs-

day	of	the	month	in	the	Housing	Department	conference	room.	
Chair: Harris Reibach.

• Powwow Special Event Board meets as needed at the Com-

munity Center. Dates vary. Contact Dana Ainam at 503-879-

2037. Chair: Dana Ainam.

• TERO Commission	meets	at	10	a.m.	the	second	Tuesday	of	
the month in the Employment Services building. Chair: Russell 

Wilkinson.

• Timber Committee	meets	at	5	p.m.	the	second	Thursday	of	
the	month	at	the	Natural	Resources	building	off		Hebo	Road.	
Chair: Jon R. George.

• Veterans Special Event Board	meets	at	5:30	p.m.	the	fi	rst	Tues-
day	of	the	month	in	the	Quenelle	House.	Chair:	Raymond	Petite.

The Grand Ronde Food Bank – iskam mfkhmfk haws – is oper-

ated by Marion-Polk Food Share, which has been leading the fi ght 
to end hunger since 1987 because no one should be hungry.

Recipients of SNAP, TANF, SSI or LIHEAP assistance automatically 

qualify for assistance at the Grand Ronde Food Bank, 9675 Grand 

Ronde Road. No one will be turned away in need of a food box.

 “We believe that everyone deserves to have enough to eat,” Food 

Bank Coordinator Francene Ambrose says. “You are welcome to get 

a food box at each of our regular weekly distributions. No one will be 

turned away in need of a food box.”

The Food Bank will hold February food box distributions from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. Fridays. In addition, there is a light food box (mostly 

bread and produce) distribution from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesdays. 

People must check in 15 minutes before closing to receive a food 

box on both days. If you need immediate assistance, call 211 or visit 

211info.org.

Those who are unable to pick up a food box can fi ll out an authorized 
representative form and that designated person can pick up a food 

box on your behalf. The authorization is good for one year.

The Food Bank continues to seek volunteers to help with repacking 

food, putting food on the shelves, handing out food boxes, end-of-month 

inventory and picking up food donations at area stores.

Call to ensure someone is available to assist. People also can sign 

up for a monthly email for the Food Bank calendar and events, as 

well as follow the Food Bank on Facebook.

The Food Bank is an equal opportunity provider. Contact Ambrose 

at 503-879-3663 or fambrose@marionpolkfoodshare.org for more in-

formation or to volunteer. n

Food Bank news
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a look 

back...yesteryears

To update information on this list, contact Smoke Signals Editor 

Danielle Harrison at 503-879-4663 or danielle.harrison@grandronde.org.

28450 Tyee Road – Grand Ronde, Oregon 97347 – 503-879-2401 – Fax 503-879-5973 

ATTENTION ALL HOUSING TENANTS AND GUEST

PLEASE SLOW DOWN IN ELDER HOUSING 

Also, please make sure and maintain low levels of music in the Elder community.

GRAND RONDE HOUSING DEPARTMENT

28450 Tyee Road – Grand Ronde, Oregon 97347 – 503-879-2401 – Fax 503-879-5973 

2020 – Chachalu Tribal Museum 

& Cultural Center staff launched 

a program called AV Club to share 

the Tribe’s history with community 

members and employees by showing 

videos and photos from the archives. 

Staff also encouraged people to bring 

in their old VHS tapes, DVDs and 

photographs of Tribal activities to 

be copied. 

2015 – Tribal members were going to vote in an election to decide 

whether the Bureau of Indian Affairs should continue to administer 

Tribal constitutional elections, and whether to impose term limits for 

Tribal Council members. 

2010 – The Grand Ronde Tribal Council donated $5,000 from the 

Tribe and $5,000 from Spirit Mountain Casino to Mercy Corps, the 

Portland-based nonprofi t that works to alleviate suffering and poverty 
throughout the world. The donations were intended for relief efforts 

in Haiti, following a massive earthquake that leveled the country’s 

capital, Port-au-Prince, killing an estimated 200,000 people, injuring 

250,000 and leaving 1.5 million people homeless. 

2005 – Tribal Elder and former Tribal Council member Dean Mercier 

was featured in an extensive article about his life and service on the 

Tribal Council before and during Restoration. 

2000 – “Tonight Show” host Jay Leno performed two back-to-back 

shows at Spirit Mountain Casino, and afterward agreed to an inter-

view with Smoke Signals staff writer Brent Merrill. 

1995 – Construction was proceeding on the Tribe’s new gaming 

center. Spirit Mountain Development Company had begun ordering 

slot machines and searching for a marketing director. 

1990 – No edition available.

1985 – No edition available. 

Yesteryears is a look back at Tribal history in fi ve-year incre-
ments through the pages of Smoke Signals.

ELECTION BOARD VACANCIES

One permanent full time board member 

position open.

Two alternate board member positions open.

Qualifications:

Basic computer skills / file search / email / 

phone inquiries / flexible hours.

Election Board Chair: 

Kalene Contreras

For information contact:

Shannon Ham-Texeira • 503–879–2301

shannon.ham-texeira@grandronde.org 

Ad by Samuel Briggs III

The Tribal Library has merged with the Chemeketa Cooperative 

Regional Library Service, said Tribal Librarian Kathy Cole.

Tribal members can now get books from libraries in Polk, Yamhill 

and Marion counties, as well as access to many free programs.

Tribal Library patrons should visit the Tribal Library and update 

their information and obtain a new Regional Library Service card.

For more information, contact Cole at 503-879-1488. n

Tribal Library merges with 

Regional Library Service


