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Tribe says it remains confident
despite funding freeze

By Nicole Montesano &

Katherine Warren

Smoke Signals staff members

( j onfusion spread Tuesday,
Jan. 28, after President
Donald Trump announced

a freeze on federal grant funding
Monday, Jan. 27, in defiance of

numerous health and human ser-
vices programs, drug abuse treat-
ment programs, school programs,
transportation programs, food
assistance, heating assistance
for low-income families, police
and fire department funding, and
other services that directly affect
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Federal government
approves Medford casino

By Nicole Montesano
Smoke Signals staff writer
espite the protests of several
D other Tribes, the Depart-
ment of Interior has signed

the record of decision to approve
an off-reservation casino for the

Coquille Res-
toration Act,
along with
constitution-
al concerns
related to the
National En-

the Constitution and laws that  health and safety. Coquille Indian Tribe in Medford, vironmental
place spending under the author- On Tuesday afternoon, the the Cow Creek Ba.nd of Umpqua In- Pohcy Act, ac-
Washington Post announced that dians announced in a press release. Cheryle A. Kennedy cording to the

ity of Congress.

The funding freeze was to go
into effect Tuesday at 5 p.m.
Eastern Standard Time. Confu-
sion and pushback were so wide-
spread that on Tuesday morning,
the White House attempted to
clarify, saying that Trump was
targeting funding for diversity,
equity and inclusion programs
and foreign aid.

Federal grants help pay for

a federal judge had temporarily
blocked the order until Monday,
Feb. 3, as public health advocates
and other organizations and busi-
nesses filed lawsuits against the
Trump administration.

After the order was blocked
Tuesday afternoon, Office of
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The press release was issued
jointly with the Karuk Tribe and
Tolowa Dee-Ni’'Nation on Friday,
Jan. 10.

The three Tribes also immedi-
ately filed a request with the U.S.
District Court for the District of
Oregon for a temporary restraining
order on the project.

The request cites violations of the
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, the
Indian Reorganization Act and the

press release.

“Grand Ronde opposes an off-res-
ervation casino in Medford or any-
where in Oregon,” Tribal Council
Chairwoman Cheryle A. Kennedy
said. “We support the Cow Creek
Tribe’s litigation to prevent it.
Like Oregon’s governor and U.S.
senators, among many others, we
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