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Tribal Council approves grant application for detox center

By Danielle Harrison
Smoke Signals editor

Tribal Council approved a $4 mil-
lion grant application to the Oregon
Health Authority to help the Tribe
continue its battle against opioid
addiction at its Wednesday, Oct.
23, meeting.

If awarded, the grant would be
used to help fund construction of a
detox center and to continue sup-
porting the Tribe’s two medication
assisted treatment facilities in Sa-
lem and Portland. The grant funds
would also cover two substance use
disorder counselors, three safety
technicians, a system coordinator, a
half-time medical director, medical
supplies and beds.

The Tribe opened its first medi-
cation assisted clinic, Great Circle
Recovery, on Commercial Street
Northeast in Salem in 2021 and a
Portland clinic in 2023. Since then,
both clinics have served hundreds
of clients.

Additionally, both clinics provide
mobile units for those unable to get
to the brick-and-mortar locations to
receive treatment.

Great Circle Recovery is the first
Tribally-owned opioid treatment

ment clinics are the option of last

resort for people suffering from

addiction, many of whom have tried
to quit using drugs on multiple
occasions.

The Tribe decided to open the
two MAT clinics because of the
epidemic of opioids disproportion-
ally affecting Native Americans.
Treatment offered at Great Circle
is culturally sensitive and staff
members view opioid addiction not
as a moral failing, but as “a dirge
on our people.”

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, opioid overdose deaths
among Native Americans are much
higher than the national average
and have increased by a stagger-
ing 500 percent since 2000. This
increase is mostly driven by syn-
thetic opioids, such as fentanyl,
which 1s 100 times more potent than
morphine and often added to other
street drugs to increase profits.

In other action, Tribal Council:

+ Approved a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the Bonneville
Environmental Foundation for
continued restoration work on the
Tribe’s conservation properties;

* Approved a conservation services

program in Oregon, and its treat-

agreement between the Tribe’s

Drop box installed

The Grand Ronde Tribal Police Department, 9655 Grand Ronde
Road, has a medication drop box located in the front lobby.

Lobby hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

The drop box is for any prescribed or over-the-counter medication.
If the containers are too large to fit in the drop box, please repackage
them in a zip-lock plastic bag.

Needles and liquids are not allowed in the drop box.

Tribal Police suggest mixing liquid medications with cat litter or
coffee grounds and then throwing them away with the household
trash.

For more information, call 503-879-1821. &
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Fifteen years later, Bobby
Mercier reflects on Tribal
Plankhouse achaf-hammi

Grand Ronde Cultural Advisor
Bobby Mercier joined the Smoke
Signals podcast to reflect on the
creation of the Grand Ronde
Tribe's Plankhouse achaf-hammi,
fifteen years later. Mercier takes a
trip down down memory lane with
photos from the Smoke Signals
archive documenting the pro-
cess of building the plankhouse in
2008. A birthday celebration for
achaf-hammi was held Saturday, Oct. 19.

For more information, contact
Kamiah Koch at 503-879-1461 or
kamiah.koch@grandronde.org

VISIT SMOKESIGNALS.ORG AND CLICK ON PODCAST
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Natural Resources Department
and the USDA Environmental
Quality Incentives Program to
accept a grant for $3,651;
Approved a declaration of cooper-
ation between the Tribe and the
Willamette Valley Oak Prairie
Cooperative;

Approved a grant application for
up to $500,000 to the Miller Foun-
dation of Portland to fund arts
programming through the Tribe’s
Cultural Resources Department;
Approved an application for a
Meyer Memorial Trust general
allocation grant for up to $200,000
to supplement costs for the Tribe’s
Salmon Strength team and to hire
a communications firm to help
with outreach and messaging;
Approved appointing Dara Dick-
inson and Melody Wright to the
Housing Grievance Board with

terms ending March 31, 2027;

* Declared a per capita period of
Sept. 1 to Nov. 30, 2024, with
Dec.13 as the payment date;

+ Approved a $412,500 grant agree-
ment with the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife to
implement floodplain restoration
on the Tribe’s 348-acre Chahal-
pam conservation property in
Marion County;

* And approved a memorandum of
understanding with Travel Ore-
gon.

In other business, Tribal Council
set the agenda for the Sunday, Nov.
3, General Council meeting, which
will include a 2025 budget hearing
in executive session.

To watch the entire meeting, visit
the Tribal government’s website at
www.grandronde.org and click on
the Videos tab. B

smok signolz offering
fast e-mail subscription

Want to be one of the first Tribal members to receive smok signalz?

Want to receive the Tribal publication on your computer instead of
waiting for it to arrive in the mail?

Want to get up-to-date and in-the-know about the Grand Ronde
Tribe before anyone else? In an effort to be more efficient and reduce
printing and postage costs, smok signalz electronic subscribers receive
a PDF (portable document format) version sent to them instead of a
newsprint version sent via the mail. All you need on your computer is
Adobe Acrobat or another program that can read a PDF and you're set.

Why would you want to do that? The PDF version is available be-
fore the newspaper is sent to our printing contractor in Salem. You
can read the paper on your computer or print out a copy of individual
pages yourself. And you will receive Tribal news much faster than the
current standard mailing utilized by the Tribe.

If you would like to receive an e-mailed PDF version of smok signalz
and stop receiving a mailed newsprint version, send your e-mail to
esubscription@grandronde.org. Stopping mailed delivery of the news-
paper will not affect other Tribal mail. l

ATTENTION GRAND RONDE TRIBAL MEMBERS

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING:
December per capita & timber payments

PER CAP INFORMATION: CALL 503-879-1983

Onsite pickup available

Friday, Dec. 13, 2024
8:30 a.m. — 3:45 p.m. (Doors close at 3:30 p.m.)
Tribal gymnasium

Important Notes

* Bring a valid ID

* No pickup for other Tribal members

 Direct deposit payments will not be impacted

* Checks that have not been picked up
by 3:45 will be mailed

* As always, please update address
and direct deposit information for
December distribution

Finance Department Member Benefits
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