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Watchlist: ‘Sugarcane’

(Editor’s note: It is estimated that there are approximately
149 billion videos on YouTube, and the number continues to
grow. Grand Ronde Tribal member and Social Media/Digi-
tal Journalist Kamiah Koch sifts through those videos twice
a month to recommend a worthwhile Indigenous video to
watch. Follow her bimonthly recommendations and enjoy!)

By Kamiah Koch
Social media/digital journalist

Smoke Signals Editor Danielle Harrison and Tribal member and
Social Media/Digital Journalist Kamiah Koch saw the documentary
“Sugarcane” during the Indigenous Media Conference in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, on Thursday, July 25, before its official theater
release in August.

“Sugarcane” is a National Geographic documentary investigating
the deaths, sexual violence and lasting intergenerational trauma
on Native children who were forced to go the St. Joseph’s Mission
Residential School on the Sugarcane Reserve in Canada.

After the early screening of the documentary, the filmmakers Ju-
lian Brave NoiseCat and Emily Kassie answered audience questions.

“I didn’t know the story of my father’s birth and connection to the
Indian reservation school, but I knew it was very heavy,” NoiseCat
said in response to someone’s question on why he decided to make
the film.

The official trailer for “Sugarcane” begins with researchers walk-
ing through an old dilapidated building on what once was the St.
Joseph’s Mission Residential School campus. Although the school
no longer exists, the names of the Native children who were forced
to go there are left behind with carvings in the wall.

“When you are brought up in an institution like the Catholic
Church, you have strict rules and you went with their ethics,” a
Tribal Elder said in a voiceover in the trailer.

The film parallels three storylines from Native children who
survived St. Joseph’s Mission. Survivor Charlene Belleau is shown
researching the mission’s records and scanning the grounds for the
remains of reported missing and dead Native children.

Former Tribal Chief Rick Gilbert is shown as one of the residential
school survivor delegates invited to meet Pope Francis in Vatican
City in 2022. In the film he is shown grappling with the knowledge
that his father was the Catholic priest assigned to St. Joseph’s Mis-
sion Residential School and that he was born out of sexual assault.

The last storyline is the personal journey of filmmaker Julian
NoiseCat’s father, Ed NoiseCat, who was born in the mission while
his mother was a student there and follows how it affected him as
a father.

“Your story is someone who was abandoned, but also who aban-
doned,” Julian NoiseCat said in the trailer.

After the film, NoiseCat said the making of the film brought them
closer together. He said it was the longest time they had spent to-
gether since he was a young child.

When asked how the film was made, Kassie explained it was
mostly her with the camera. By keeping the film crew small, they
could document the intimate moments of survivors retelling their
trauma and healing from it.

The documentary is to be released in select theaters in August and
will later be available for streaming on Disney+ and Hulu. Locally,
the film will open at the Siff in Seattle, Wash on Friday, Aug. 23.

If you would like to watch the “Sugarcane” trailer, you can find it
at www.youtube.com/watch?v=CisI_WFPDOk. l

From left, filmmaker

Julian Brave NoiseCat,
filmmaker Emily Kassie and
moderator Connie Leanne
Walker discuss audience
questions after a screening
of their new documentary
“Sugarcane” in the First
Americans Museum’s
theater in Oklahoma City,
Okla., during the Indigenous
Media Conference on
Thursday, July 25.
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Social Services clothing program open

The Social Services 2024-25 back-to-school clothing program is now
open. This is a first come, first served program.

Eligible children must be enrolled Grand Ronde Tribal members, be of
school age and enrolled/attending preschool, elementary, middle or high
school.

Income criteria applies.

Contact Social Services at 800-242-8196 or 503-879-2034 for an appli-
cation. l
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THANK YOU FOR RESPECTING GRAND RONDE’'S COMMUNITY & CULTURE BY NOT DISPLAYING GANG AFFILIATIONS AND BY NOT
BRINGING DRUGS, ALCOHOL OR WEAPONS TO THE EVENT. THIS IS A NON-SMOKING, INCLUDING VAPES/SMOKELESS DEVICES EVENT.
THE USDA AND STATE OF OREGON ARE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDERS AND EMPLOYERS.

> CONTEST POWWOW<<<< <

BASKETBALL

TOURNAMENT

S ON 3

WHEN: Saturday, August 17th (8am-finish)

WHO CAN Coed 1u

PLAY: 14u and 17u, Girl's and Boy's P OER A7 3
Men's Open, Women's Open fl \
*TEAMS OF 4 \ /

WHERE: uyxat Powwow Grounds ‘/\ 1 ﬁ\‘(\\\
Fort Yambhill State Heritage Area U AVAVRY
9600 Highway 22 (Hebo Road), Grand L
Ronde, OR 97347

OTHER All teams must have a coach (18+)

INFO: PRIZES FOR 3 POINT CONTEST and Ist-3rd PLACE

4 team minimum, 12 team maximum per division

FREE REGISTRATION

DEADLINE IS AUGUST 14TH AT 12AM (MIDNIGHT)
recreation@grandronde.org | 503.879.1369

SCANTO
REGISTER

CLICKTO REGISTER




