
Smoke Signals8 DECEMBER 1, 2022

beautiful day and we haven9t been 

able to gather in person for so long. 

Happy Restoration Day and we9ll 

celebrate all day long.= 

The celebration began with a 

Canoe Family procession of singing 

and drumming led by Cultural Ad-

visor Bobby Mercier. Approximate-

ly 30 Tribal members from toddlers 

to adults joined him. 

After Grand Ronde Royalty and 

Veterans Royalty members intro-

duced themselves, Tribal Council 

Chairwoman Cheryle A. Kennedy 

welcomed the crowd to a day of 

celebration.

<How great is this (to gather in 

person)?= she said to claps and 

cheers from the audience. <This is 

a wonderful time. It9s such a great 

time to get together, to celebrate 

what Restoration means to us. It 

was not a small accomplishment. 

It was a great accomplishment. We 

were just ordinary people like you, 

people who came together and said 

we will not remain a faceless peo-

ple. & We know who we are. We9re 

the great people who are the Con-

federated Tribes of Grand Ronde.= 

Kennedy acknowledged key 

Restoration ogures Marvin Kim-

sey, Margaret Provost and Merle 

Holmes, who have all walked on 

and asked for a moment of silence 

to remember them and others who 

worked tirelessly on Restoration 

efforts.

 <In the spirit world, I believe they 

are able to hear us,= she said. <I 

want to thank all of them as it was 

truly a gift that they have given all 

of us here. Tell your children who 

these people are. There are very few 

of us left here today.=

The three key Restoration Elders 

are commemorated with a life-sized 

bronze sculpture <Visionaries= at 

the entrance to the Governance 

Building. It serves as a permanent 

reminder of their life9s work and 

was designed by Tribal Elder and 

former Tribal Council member 

Steve Bobb Sr., who walked on in 

August. 

When Restoration efforts were in 

full swing, Kennedy recalled late 

nights attending meetings with 

local, state and federal ofocials to 
advocate for the Tribe, not knowing 

for sure how the message would be 

received. 

<We would be unexpectedly called 

in to talk to people and sometimes 

we would feel awkward, like we 

were shy, but we knew we had to 

do it. We persisted. We knew the 

desire and love in our heart for all 

of you here, that you could enjoy 

being a Tribal member, being a per-

son with an identity. We celebrate 

today because of that. & Resto-

ration was done to restore you: The 

culture in you, the memories and 

history, so you know what we did, 

how we lived and how important 

that is.= 

Kennedy also acknowledged past 

and current Tribal Council mem-

bers in attendance. She also noted 

that throughout its 39-year history, 

there have only been six Tribal 

Council chairs, including herself. 

Past council members in atten-

dance included Reyn Leno, Candy 

Robertson, Angie Blackwell and the 

Tribe9s eldest Elder and key Res-

toration ogure Kathryn Harrison, 
who is 98 years old.

Harrison was also gifted with 

a necklace for the honor of being 

eldest Elder. 

All Tribal Council members 

attended Restoration. They are 

Cherry, Kennedy, Jon A. George, 

Kathleen George, Lisa Leno, Sec-

retary Michael Langley, Denise 

Harvey, Vice Chair Chris Mercier 

and Brenda Tuomi.

<Thank you for being here,= Ken-

nedy said. <Your service is greatly 

appreciated. & Never will we ever 

put our destiny in another9s hands. 

We9re making it with the help of 

Creator and moving forward.=

At the 35th anniversary event in 

2018, Kennedy issued a challenge 

for all Tribal members in atten-

dance: Find out which Tribal chief 

they are descended from. She reis-

sued that challenge at this year9s 

event. 

<It9s still on the books,= she said. 

<I want you to continue to work on 

that.= 
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After co-emcee Jon A. George 

gave the invocation, attendees lined 

up to feast on fruit, smoked salmon, 

shrimp, potatoes, biscuits and gra-

vy, roast beef, ham, eggs, sausage, 

bacon, pasta salads, cheese and 

crackers, pastries and dessert bars 

served by casino staff members, 

who took two days to prepare all 

of the food. 

Raff le  drawings were held 

throughout the event, which in-

cluded water bottles, Chachalu 

Museum & Cultural Center gift 

bags, stuffed animals, a bicycle and 

other items. 

Restoration ended at approxi-

mately 1 p.m. with Jon A. George 

thanking everyone who had worked 

to make it a success. After he 

finished, tables and dishes were 

quickly whisked away and the 

Event Center was transformed for 

the Restoration Powwow.

The powwow began at 5:30 p.m. 

Tribal Council member Jon A. George reads a ra�e number during the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 39th 

Restoration anniversary celebration held at Spirit Mountain Casino on Tuesday, Nov. 22.

Tribal members gathered in the Event Center to participate in the 

Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 39th Restoration anniversary 

celebration.
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