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Tribal Council OKs sending constitutional
amendment to voters to limit disenroliments

By Dean Rhodes
Smoke Signals editor

Tribal voters will be asked on
Tuesday, Nov. 1, to amend the
Tribal Constitution to restrict how
a Tribal member can be disenrolled
to only cases of proven fraud or dual
enrollment.

Tribal Council approved sending
the proposal out to voters during
its Wednesday, Aug. 10, meeting. It
will be the eighth time since 1999
that Tribal voters will be asked to
amend the Constitution. Only two
proposals out of those previous sev-
en votes that included 11 suggested
amendments received the required
two-thirds majority to alter the
Tribe’s Constitution.

The proposed constitutional
amendment would amend Article
V, Section 5 to limit involuntary
loss of membership to fraud and
dual enrollment, and remove the
current language regarding loss
of membership for failure to meet
enrollment criteria.

Section 5 currently reads, “The
Tribal Council shall by ordinance
prescribe rules and regulations gov-
erning involuntary loss of member-
ship. The reasons for such loss shall
be limited exclusively to failure to
meet the requirements set forth for
membership in this Constitution.”

Tribal Council Chairwoman
Cheryle A. Kennedy said the cre-
ation of the proposed amendment
has been a long process.

“Healing is what we are after,”
Kennedy said during the Tuesday,
Aug. 9, Legislative Action Commit-
tee hearing.

Tribal Council Secretary Michael
Langley read a statement at the
beginning of the meeting, stating

History of Tribal Constitution elections

Date Yes No %yes Topic

July 99 757 292 721 Enroliment
Feb.’'08 636 513 55 Grand Ronde blood
Feb.’08 700 450 60.9 Parent on the roll
Feb. ’08 880 277 76 Relinquishment period
Nov. '11 457 536 46 Enrollment

June 12 407 222 64.7 Primary election
March’15 391 220 64 Term limits
March’15 230 381 37.6 Remove BIA

July 16 382 670 36.3 Initiatives, etc.

July ’16 412 639 39.2 Enroliment
March’19 601 345 635 Split siblings

(Bold signifies successful amendment elections)

that Tribal Council believes the
amendment is in the best interest
of the Tribe.

It comes in reaction to the divisive
disenrollment proceedings that
occurred in 2015 during which 67
Tribal members were provisionally
disenrolled. Eventually, the Tribal
Court of Appeals ruled that the Trib-
al members who were identified for
disenrollment because they alleged-
ly did not meet enrollment criteria
were to remain in the Tribe because
the government had waited too long
to start proceedings against them.

The proposed amendment has al-
ready been submitted to the Secre-
tary of the Interior for preliminary
review and nothing was found to
prevent the proposal moving for-
ward to a vote.

Unlike regular Tribal Council
elections, a constitutional amend-
ment election will be run by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, which will
require Tribal members to register
separately to vote. From there, at
least 30 percent of those who regis-
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ter to vote must cast a ballot for the

results to count and 66.7 percent

of those voting must approve the
amendment before it can change
the Constitution.

In March 2015, Tribal voters
were asked to remove the Bureau
of Indian Affairs from supervis-
ing Grand Ronde constitutional
amendment elections, but voters
overwhelmingly rejected the idea
with 62.4 percent wanting to retain
federal oversight.

The Tribal Attorney’s Office will
submit the request for an election
to the Department of the Interior
on Sept. 12.

In other action, Tribal Council:

* Established Friday, Sept. 9, as
the third per capita payment date
of 2022;

» Approved applying for $26,459 in
Natural Resources Conservation
Service funding for conservation
practices at the 62-acre Ahsney
property located east of Basket
Slough and north of Dallas. The
Tribe acquired the conservation

property in 2019;

Approved an agreement with the
Affiliated Tribes of Northwest
Indians’ Economic Development
Committee to administer approx-
imately $1.2 million in federal
funding to develop and implement
small business credit support pro-
grams for Tribal member-owned
businesses and Tribal enterprises.
The funds were included in the
American Rescue Plan enacted in
March 2021;

Sent proposed amendments to the
Fish & Wildlife Ordinance out for
a second reading, which will give
Tribal members 30 days to com-
ment. The ordinance’s proposed
amendments originally went out
for a first reading in April and after
receiving comments, the amend-
ments were changed to reflect some
of those concerns;

And approved the Finance De-
partment hiring REDW LLC of
Albuquerque, N.M., to conduct
the Tribe’s 2022 and 2023 inde-
pendent audits.

Also included in the Aug. 10
Tribal Council packet were two
approved authorizations to proceed
that will allow demolition and re-
moval of three local structures —the
old post office, the old housekeeping
structure and the Johns manu-
factured home — deemed to be in
hazardous condition and directs
the Finance Department to pro-
vide an additional $200,000 to the
Tribe’s small loan program to fund
it through the end of 2022.

To watch the entire meeting, visit
the Tribal government’s website
at www.grandronde.org and click
on the Government tab and then
Videos. B

FITNESS/WEIGHT
ROOM
MONDAY-SUNDAY
6 A.M.-9 P.M.

SPIN CLASSES
TYPICALLY TUESDAY
12:15-12:45 P.M.
(CALL FOR DETAILS)

VOLLEYBALL
SUNDAY
5-7 P.M.

BASKETBALL
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
5-7:30 P.M.

CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF

GRAND RONDE
RECREATION DEPARTMENT

Gym hours: Monday-Sunday 6 a.m.-g p.m.

SERVICES OFFERED:

YOGA
MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY
12:10-12:50 P.M.
($4/CLASS)

Children’s Clothing
Women'’s Clothing

Diapers and Toilet Paper

Emergency Hygiene Kits

Men’s Clothing Camping Supplies (Tents, Tarps, Wood)
Blankets Small Appliances and Household Items
Free Dog & Cat Food Toys

SEASONAL PROGRAMS

Backpack & School Supply Giveawa Christmas Sho

For children ages K-12 at the start of school  Adults can pick out 1 new gift for each child
in their household. Children can shop for 1
gift for each adult in their household.

*hours of operations and recreational activities are subject to change without notice
due to scheduled events. Contact security for entrance on non-working regular hours.

“The greatest wealth is health” -Virgil

NOTICE

THES FACILITY 15
UNDER 24 HOUR

CONTACT INFORMATION
Recreational Coordinator
503-879-1369
Security 971-901-1031

- " — VIOHO
The Grand Ronde Clothes closet is located on the Tribal Campus near the Elders Activity Center at the / BURVESLLANGE
end of Blacktail Drive. The Clothes Closet accepts donations in clean and good condition. Please put
donations in plastic bags for sanitation purposes and drop them off during open hours. Please use the

Community Board to post large items. For more information or emergency clothes, contact Lori
Walker-Hernandez at 559-847-7565.

Follow our Facebook page

@Confederated Tribes of

Grand Ronde Recreation
Program.

*Must be 18 years or older. Under 18 must be accompanied by a
responsible adult 18+. Any person using the facilities do so at their own

risk. All individuals must adhere to all rules and regulations.




