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The Grand Ronde Health & Wellness Center 

Comment Box is located at the entrance of the 
Health & Wellness Center, next to the drinking fountain. 

Share your experience, good or bad with us! 

We Want To Hear From You!

Study Chinuk Wawa

Fall 2022
4 credits

 

 

 

CW101 :  

CRN 21386 & 20637 

Tuesday/Thursday

4-6pm on Zoom

CW201 :  CRN 20638

Monday/Wednesday

4-6pm on Zoom

Photo by Amiran White

The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde  

collaborates with LCC to teach the original  

universal language of the Pacific Northwest. 

Classes involve hearing, speaking, writing,  

and reading Chinuk Wawa, along with a focus 

on the cultures of people who spoke 

 and still speak the language.

• Chinuk Wawa courses fulfill Oregon University System language requirements.

• An anonymous donor to the LCC Foundation will continue to cover spring CW103  

  and CW203 tuition for students who have taken the fall and winter courses. 

To learn more, 

scan the QR code:  

 

 Or visit online at: 

www.lanecc.edu

By Dean Rhodes
Smoke Signals editor

The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde held four hybrid meetings 

between July 14 and July 28, seeking input on its vexing Tribal enroll-

ment issues and presenting projections of future membership numbers 

based on differing scenarios.

The meetings are part of the current Tribal Council’s continuing 

efforts to educate the membership on enrollment issues and seeking a 

solution that could muster the constitutionally mandated two-thirds 

majority to be adopted.

In June, the Tribe issued an enrollment edition of the Tilixam Wawa 

that provided an overview of issues and included projections on Tribal 

enrollment from ECONorthwest based on different proposed solutions. 

The Wawa also included examples of what other Tribes have done re-

garding enrollment issues and declining blood quantum within their 

membership.

After issuing the Wawa, the Tribe held two enrollment listening ses-

sions in Tribal Council Chambers and via the Zoom teleconferencing 

application on Thursday, July 14 and 28. 

It also held a presentation on Monday, July 25, and Tuesday, July 

26, designed to review ECONorthwest’s forecasts and projections for 
future Tribal membership numbers based on the different scenarios.

All four meetings were for enrolled Tribal members only.

“Thank you for the listening session tonight,” commented Tribal Elder 

Debi Anderson on Facebook after the July 14 session. “Appreciated 

all of the comments from Tribal members as they shared their stories 

and gave input.”

The Tribe has held seven constitutional amendment elections re-

garding enrollment requirements since 1999. The only two that have 

received more than the 66.7 percent approval to amend the Tribal 
Constitution have tightened enrollment requirements.

The most recent constitutional amendment election held in March 

2019 sought to resolve the issue of siblings in the same family being and 

not being Tribal members. It was approved 601-345, which was only a 
63.5 percent approval and therefore did not amend the constitution. 

Tribal Council seeks input on

continuing enrollment issues


