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•	Sunday,	May	1	–	General	Council	meeting,	11	a.m.,	limited	
in-person	attendance	in	Tribal	Council	Chambers	and	the	Zoom	
teleconference	application.	503-879-2304.

•	Wednesday,	May	4	–	Tribal	Council	meeting,	4	p.m.,	limited	
in-person	attendance	in	Tribal	Council	Chambers	and	via	the	
Zoom	teleconference	application.	503-879-2304.

•	Friday,	May	6	–	Camas	Festival,	10	a.m.-2	p.m.,	Linfield	Uni-
versity,	900	S.E.	Baker	St.,	McMinnville,	Ore.

•	Saturday,	May	7	–	mǝkhmǝk	Mania,	10	a.m.-2	p.m.,	Tribal	gym,	
9615	Grand	Ronde	Road.	503-879-3663.

•	Wednesday,	May	11	–	Chat	With	the	Chief,	noon-4	p.m.,	Grand	
Ronde	Police	Department,	9655	Grand	Ronde	Road.	Event	will	
feature	barbecue	hot	dogs	and	hamburgers.	503-879-1835.

•	Saturday,	May	14	–	Social	Powwow,	1	p.m.,	Uyxat	Powwow	
Grounds,	9600	S.W.	Hebo	Road.	503-879-2008.

•	Wednesday,	May	18	–	Tribal	Council	meeting,	4	p.m.,	limited	
in-person	attendance	in	Tribal	Council	Chambers	and	via	the	
Zoom	teleconference	application.	503-879-2304.

•	Monday,	May	30	–	Memorial	Day	celebration,	1	p.m.,	West	
Valley	Veterans	Memorial,	9615	Grand	Ronde	Road.

Letters should be exclusive to smok signflz.
Letters should be 400 words or less and must include the writer’s 

name, address, phone number and Tribal roll number. You will be 
contacted to confirm authorship.

All letters are subject to editing for space, grammar and, on 
occasion, factual accuracy. Only two letters per writer are allowed 
during a three-month period.

Letters written in response to other letter writers should address 
the issue at hand and, rather than mentioning the other writer by 
name, should refer to the date of the letter published. Discourse 
should be civil and people should be referred to in a respectful 
manner. Letters deemed in poor taste will not be printed. Send 
letters via e-mail to news@grandronde.org, or submit in person 
at the Tribal Governance Center in Grand Ronde, Ore., or mail to 
smok signflz, 9615 Grand Ronde Road, Grand Ronde, OR, 97347.

Letters welcome

Want to be one of the first Tribal members to receive smok signflz?

Want to receive the Tribal publication on your computer instead 

of waiting for it to arrive in the mail?

Want to get up-to-date and in-the-know about the Grand Ronde 

Tribe before anyone else?

Well, here’s your opportunity.

In an effort to be more efficient and reduce printing and postage 
costs, smok signflz electronic subscribers receive a PDF (portable 

document format) version sent to them instead of a newsprint 

version sent via the mail. All you need on your computer is Adobe 

Acrobat or another program that can read a PDF and you’re set.

Why would you want to do that? The PDF version is available be-

fore the newspaper is sent to our printing contractor in Salem. You 

can read the paper on your computer or print out a copy of individual 

pages yourself. And you will receive Tribal news much faster than 

the current standard mailing utilized by the Tribe.

If you would like to receive an e-mailed PDF version of smok 

signflz and stop receiving a mailed newsprint version, send your 

e-mail to esubscription@grandronde.org. Stopping mailed delivery 

of the newspaper will not affect other Tribal mail. 

smok signflz offering 

fast e-mail subscription

By Dean Rhodes

Smoke Signals editor

KLAMATH FALLS – An inaugu-

ral interTribal Water Healing Cer-

emony was held Saturday, April 16, 

and hosted by the Klamath Tribe at 

Moore Park.

Grand Ronde Tribal members 

Jack Giffen Jr. and Kathleen 

George represented the Tribe, as 

well as Cultural Advisor Bobby 

Mercier, Communications Director 

Sara Thompson, Tribal Police Chief 

Jake McKnight and Lieutenant 

Tim Hernandez, and Youth Council 

representatives Angey Rideout, Se-

qh’iya Simmons, Tasina Bluehorse 

and Lyli Rideout. In addition, Mer-

cier family members Tammy Fish-

er, Nakoa and Kaikanim Mercier 

and Jacob Holmes attended.

George said during the Tuesday, 

April 19, Legislative Action Com-

mittee meeting that the ceremony 

was first proposed by the Grand 

Ronde Tribe, enthusiastically em-

braced by the other Oregon Tribes 

and grew out of a letter all nine 

Oregon Tribes sent to Gov. Kate 

Brown in September 2021 express-

ing concern about water quality 

Tribe participates in 

Water Healing Ceremony
within the state.

In the letter, the Tribes requested 

Brown create a Tribe-Agency Water 

Vision Task Force that would “fully 

coordinate the vision and goals of a 

holistic water vision.”

“This is the Tribes really standing 

up and signaling that we see how 

dire the challenges to our waters 

and our fisheries are,” George said. 
“We don’t see that reflected in most 
of the state dialogue. People are 

interested in other things. They’re 

not interested in saving our native 

fisheries. While the Tribes, on the 
other hand, whose cultures utterly 

depend on our rivers and our fish-

eries see, in many cases, our native 

fisheries on the brink of extinction.”
Tribal Council member Jon A. 

George created a painting on a deer 

hide to present to the host Klamath 

Tribe and Giffen coordinated trans-

porting more than 75 pounds of elk 

to Klamath Falls as a donation for 

the ceremony’s feast.

Kathleen George said the Tribes 

are planning on the ceremony becom-

ing an annual event. “There was such 

positivity around this event,” she 

said. “It was a very powerful day.” 

Social Pow Wow 

May 14, 2022 

Uyxat Pow Wow Grounds 

Grand Ronde, Oregon 

Grand Entry 

  1:00pm  Head Man & Women 

Anthony & Ramona 

Quenelle 

MC  

Carlos Calica 

For any Questions  

Please call  

503-879-2008 

Sponsored by the Grand Ronde Health and Wellness Program  

A 

Behavioral Health Program Good Medicine Event   

Host Drum 

Bad Soul 

GRAND RONDE HOUSING DEPARTMENT 

28450 Tyee Road – Grand Ronde, Oregon 97347 – 503-879-2401 – Fax 503-879-5973  
 

 

ATTENTION ALL HOUSING TENANTS AND GUEST 

PLEASE SLOW DOWN IN ELDER HOUSING  

Also, please make sure and maintain low levels of music in the Elder community. 


