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‘Participation rate has gotten as high as 73 percent’

RECOVERY continued
from front page

are so many people (receiving) this
assistance. It was what we wanted
and our vision for providing this
support. Many clients feel that this
is a different experience ... they
know they are cared about person-
ally and it sounds like it is having
a tremendous effect.”

The Tribe began looking into offer-
ing medication-assisted treatment
in the wake of the opioid crisis that
swept through the United States
beginning in the early 2000s. The
crisis led to millions of people with
addiction problems, some of whom
were not helped by traditional ab-
stinence-based, 12-step programs.

Some dismiss medication-assist-
ed treatment as “swapping one
drug for another,” which Great
Circle Recovery Center Operations
Director Jennifer Worth noted in
a past Smoke Signals article i1s a
common misconception.

“Many are confused by the con-
cept of medication-assisted treat-
ment,” Worth said. “It doesn’t mean
replacing one drug for another. It’s
a form of treatment that minimizes
risk and meets all people where
they are at. It cuts down on and
eventually helps to end their use.
Many people are overdosing and
dying, or hiding in their addictions
to pain medications or use of illicit
opioids, like heroin, in secret due to
shame. We do not judge. We work to
take away stigma and meet people
with a warm, caring mindset. You
can’t heal until you find safety. ...
Great Circle is about welcoming
Tribal members and the larger
community into a small holistic
healing environment.”

In addition to the medication
piece, the clinic also provides a
wound care center for treatment of
sores and abscesses that are often
a component of drug use, as well as
child care, medical transport, peer
support specialists, group therapy,
smudging and art therapy with
cultural components.

When someone visits Great Circle

Native American Tribes reach
settlement over opioids

Native American Tribes in the United States reached settlements
over the toll of opioids totaling $590 million with drug maker Johnson
& Johnson and the country’s three largest drug distribution compa-

nies on Tuesday, Feb. 1.

A filing in U.S. District Court in Cleveland explains the broad terms
of the settlement with Johnson & Johnson and distribution companies
AmerisourceBergen based in Pennsylvania, Cardinal Health based
in Ohio and McKesson based in Texas.

All federally recognized Tribes will be able to participate in the
settlements, even if they did not sue over opioids. Many Tribes have
been hit hard by the addiction and overdose crisis across the United
States. One study cited in the settlement found that Native Ameri-
cans have had the highest per capita rate of opioid overdose of any

population group in 2015.

More than 400 Tribes and intertribal organizations representing
about 80 percent of Tribal citizens have sued over opioids. H

Recovery seeking help, the goal is
to get them in immediately and de-
crease the possibility of an overdose
instead of requiring them to wait
days or weeks for treatment.

Executive Director of Health
Services Kelly Rowe said there is “a
lot to be proud of” at Great Circle
Recovery.

“We've had a steady increase in
the number of individuals that we
serve, and our participation rate
has gotten as high as 73 percent,”
Rowe said. “This means our clients
are participating more and staying
longer in our services. It has grown
exponentially over time and is high-
er than standard medically assisted
treatment facilities. I truly believe
that more individuals are staying
with our program because of our
commitment to a comprehensive
and culturally appropriate treat-
ment, and because they know we
care about them and their recovery.”

Rowe said she is hopeful that the
long-awaited Portland MAT clinic
will open later this year, pending
approval from the city. Tribal
Council recently approved more
than $2 million to renovate an old
dental office on 82nd Avenue that
will be the clinic site.

“We are still waiting for construc-

tion permits from the city of Port-
land,” Rowe said. “Once we have
those, we will begin the remodeling
process. Our hope is that it will open
sometime this year. We anticipate
that the Portland facility will be sim-
ilar in capacity as the Salem clinic.”

Medication-assisted treatment is
not new. Methadone, the most com-

monly used form, has been utilized
to treat opioid dependence since the
1950s. Buprenorphine was devel-
oped in the 1960s, but not offered
to patients battling drug addictions
until 1995. Suboxone has been pre-
scribed since the early 2000s. All
reduce withdrawal symptoms and
help control drug cravings.
According to the National Insti-
tutes of Health, Native communi-
ties have been deeply affected by
the opioid crisis, and many have
been overwhelmed by opioid over-
doses, deaths and a strained health
care system. This has led to some
communities offering a two-tiered
treatment approach, which in-
cludes a culturally centered aspect
combined with medication.
Although COVID-19 required a
major pivot, medication-assisted
treatment for Tribal members in
the metropolitan area remained a
goal of the Tribe’s Health & Well-
ness Center in 2020, especially
as overdose numbers skyrocketed
nationwide during the pandemic.
A combination of pandemic-related
isolation, stress, financial problems
and loneliness also led to many
relapses during this time. l

NOW AVAILABLE FOR CHECHOUT AT THE TRIBAL LIBRARY!

For patrons without access to reliable internet, 10 T-Mobile hotspots
have been made available for use.
Devices provide access within the T-Mobile coverage area.

To borrow a hotspot
library cardholders must be 18 years
or older and have their library

account in good standing.
Parents/guardians are

responsible for the use of the hotspot
by minors.

For additional terms and agreements
please contact the library
Kathy.Cole@®grandronde.org
503-879-1488

These hotspots were made possible through funding from the Institute of Museum
and Library Services and in cooperation with the Chemeketa Community College
and the Chemeketa Cooperative Regional Library Service.

West Valley Veterans Memorial Application
Deadline is March 15, 2022

Name: DOB:

Address: City: State: Zip:
Phone: Gender: Male/Female (Circle)

Rank: Branch: Honorable: Yes/No (Circle)

DOE: Place of entry:

DOS: Place of seperation:

Deceased: Yes/No (Circle) Place of burial:

CTGR Tribal: Yes/No (Circle) If Tribal, Roll#

*All applicants must submit a copy of their DD214. If applicant is deceased, a family member or spouse can submit
a copy of their DD214. If you are a CTGR Tribal member please attach a copy of your Tribal ID. If you are non-Tribal
please attach a copy of a bill/record with your name and address showing you had lived or now reside in Grand
Ronde, Willamina or Sheridan. Please send application and all documents to Grand Ronde Veterans SEB, 9615
Grand Ronde Road, Grand Ronde, OR, 97347. If you have any questions, please call Steve Bobb at 503-876-3118.

Any applications received after March 15, 2022, will be kept on file for inclusion fo the Memorial in 2023.
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