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Medical Transport 

Services 

 

Medical transportation 

services are available to 

Tribal members within 

the six-county service 

area when an alternate 

means of transportation 

is not available. Advance 

notice required. 

 

Please call 503-879-2078 

to schedule a reservation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Health Program

VETERANS WELLNESS, MENTAL HEALTH 

& SUICIDE AWARENESS VIRTUAL WALK

Veterans, veteran family members, and supporters are welcome to participate in our first virtual
walk to bring awareness to veteran mental health and suicide. Walk or run 2.2 miles (virtually)

during the month of November until December 21, 2021 at 5 p.m. Each participant who signs

up will receive a T-shirt in return for completing the walk/run.  

To show you have completed the walk, send a photo with you and your distance in the picture by

December 21, 2021 at 5 p.m. to CTGRTribalVSO@GrandRonde.Org. Be sure to include your T-shirt size 

and indicate if you are a Veteran or supporter.  

Use hashtags: #ctgrvetmentalhealthwalk, #iamaveteran, and #ctgrhonorsveterans.  

Each person (21 years of age or older) who submits a photo of completion by December 21, 2021

at 5 p.m. will be entered into a drawing for two available prizes sponsored by Spirit Mountain Casino. 

1) A gift certificate for two at Legends Restaurant inside the Casino and 
2) A gift-certificate for a one-night stay at the Spirit Mountain Lodge  

The drawing will be held on December 22, 2021. Winners will be notified via phone or email.  

www.grandronde.org/services/social-services/veterans-services  |  www.facebook.com/CTGRTVSO 

Ad by Samuel Briggs III

or completely disappeared in many 

Tribes.

Today, lesbian, gay, bisexual 

and transgender Native people 

throughout North America are 

reviving the Two Spirit role and 

traditions.

Grand Ronde Tribal member Si-

las Hoffer is among them. He was 

recently crowned Mr. Montana Two 

Spirit at the 25th annual Montana 

Two Spirit Gathering at Flathead 

Lake Methodist Camp. Nationally, 

these gatherings have been held 

since the early 1990s and regional 

gatherings are held in several parts 

of the United States.

“Although I wish to remain 

humble in my title, I think it is 

important to acknowledge this 

beautiful gathering and start open-

ing dialogues around how the 

Grand Ronde Tribe honored its Two 

Spirit/LGBTQ relatives before colo-

nialization,” he says. “I will gladly 

do my duties as Mr. Montana Two 

Spirit and raise awareness about 

our wonderful identities in as many 

ways as possible.” 

Hoffer, 28, was born a female, but 

has transitioned into a male. On 

a sunny Friday morning at Café 

Zamora in Portland, he sat down 

and discussed the journey, his 

Mr. Montana sash and medallion 

proudly displayed.

“I’m excited to bring this out into 

the open,” he says. “I think it seems 

like lots of people feel that they 

have to hide who they really are 

because of fear of judgment.” 

Hoffer is the youngest of four 

children, all Grand Ronde Tribal 

members. He attended Willamina 

High School and was employed at 
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Spirit Mountain Casino, but says 

he never felt like he was really a 

part of the community. 

“I know a few people from when 

I was growing up in Grand Ronde 

that won’t bring their partners with 

them if they go home or attend 

events because they are afraid of 

being turned away,” he says. “I 

think it has a lot to do with the 

boarding school era and colonializa-

tion. There were a lot of attacks on 

Two Spirit people so we were forced 

to assimilate and forced to forget 

who we were. … Christianity has a 

lot of influence as well and so Two 
Spirit is a topic that is hush-hush.”

Although there were variations in 

their roles in Tribes across 

North America before co-

lonialization, Two Spirits 

shared some common traits. 

These included specialized 

work roles, gender variation, 

spiritual leadership and 

same-sex relations. Among 

the Lakota, Mohave, Crow, 

Cheyenne and others, Two 

Spirit people were believed 

to be lucky in love and able 

to bring this luck to others.

When he was growing up 

in rural communities, Hoffer 

says he was unaware that 

transgender people existed 

and didn’t truly accept his 

own identity until he was 

in his mid-20s and living in 

a more urban environment. 

“In high school, there was 

a person I knew who was 

trans and she told the wrong 

person and ended up having 

to fight,” he says. “I remem-

ber this other kid who was 

openly gay and he was ha-

rassed so much he ended up 

using meth. It was really 

confusing growing up because there 

was no teaching about transgender 

or being gay in our sex ed classes. 

You had to dress a certain way and 

act a certain way.”  

Hoffer says he wasn’t planning to 

compete for the Mr. Montana title, 

but was convinced by an auntie to 

do so. 

“I don’t see myself as a spotlight 

kind of person,” he says. “I didn’t 

have anything planned, but was 

going to the gathering anyway so 

decided to go for it.” 

Hoffer performed a hand drum 

song based on a Chinookan stick 

game and also did a lip sync piece 

to Beyoncé’s “Listen.” 

The duties of Mr. Montana are to 

represent the Two Spirit communi-

ty as much as possible. Hoffer plans 

to do this by attending various 

powwows and also by living au-

thentically, which means not hiding 

his true self. He says his family 

has struggled to understand the 

changes, but are coming to terms 

with it in their own time.

“I want all the Two Spirit LGBTQ 

Tribal people to know the hardest 

part is coming out, but there is 

always a family for them,” Hoffer 

says. “We often have to create our 

own, but that can be one of the 

most rewarding gifts in our life. 

Living your truth openly and loving 

yourself is the first thing we can 
and should do to honor our Two 

Spirit ancestors. But being openly 

Two Spirit is on your own terms. 

We will be waiting for you when 

you're ready.”

Hoffer also has questions for 

Tribal linguists: 

“What word did we use in our 

Tribal languages that was equiva-

lent to Two Spirit, what is its direct 

translation and how were we seen 

in the Tribe? How can we ensure 
the safety of our Two Spirit people? 
How can we create acceptance?”

Two years ago, Smoke Signals 

featured another famous Two Spirit 

Tribal member, Anthony Hudson, 

who confronted complacency and 

the confusion of mixed identities 

both sexually and racially by chan-

neling those feelings into a full-

length play.

Hudson, 35, is a multidisciplinary 

artist, writer, performer and film-

maker who lives in Portland and 

dresses as drag clown Carla Rossi, 

his alter ego. Rossi has evolved over 

the years into Portland’s premier 

drag clown hosting nightlife events 

that include everything from neigh-

borhood gentrification tours to 

queer horror film screening nights, 
always with a smattering of humor. 

Although the COVID-19 pandem-

ic shuttered live theater for some 

time, it is finally making a come-

back. Recently, Hudson performed 

as Rossi for a Saturday night show 

at Stanford University’s Bing Con-

cert Hall. 

“Carla Rossi is my way of con-

fronting whiteness within myself,” 

Hudson says. “She’s the intersec-

tion of my half-Native, half-Ger-

man mixed heritage. … As a queer 

performer, Carla is also an avenue 

for publicly and politically nego-

tiating gender in a heterosexist 

binary.” 
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Tribal member Silas Hoffer wears the sash 

and medallion he won after being named Mr. 

Montana Two Spirit on Friday, Nov. 5, outside 

of Café Zamora in Portland.

‘I’m excited to bring this out into the open’


