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smok signflz, a publication of the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Communi-
ty of Oregon, is published twice a month. No portion of this publication may be reprinted 
without permission.  

Our editorial policy is intended to encourage input from Tribal members and readers 
about stories printed in the Tribal newspaper. However, all letters received must be 
signed by the author, an address must be given and a phone number or e-mail address 
must be included for verification purposes. Full addresses and phone numbers will not 
be published unless requested. Letters must be 400 words or less.  

smok signflz reserves the right to edit letters and to refuse letters that are determined 
to contain libelous statements or personal attacks on individuals, staff, Tribal administration 
or Tribal Council. Not all letters are guaranteed publication upon submission. Letters to the 
editor are the opinions and views of the writer. Published letters do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of smok signflz.

Editorial Policy  

Members of:  Native American Journalists Association

sNok signflz

JUSTIN

PHILLIPS
PAGE

DESIGNER
503-879-2190

justin.phillips@grandronde.org

SAMUEL F. 

BRIGGS III
GRAPHIC DESIGN 

SPECIALIST
503-879-1416

samuel.briggs@grandronde.org

DEAN RHODES
PUBLICATIONS

COORDINATOR
503-879-1463

dean.rhodes@grandronde.org

 Oregon Newspaper Publishers Association

TIMOTHY J.
GONZALEZ

PHOTOJOURNALIST
503-879-1961 

timothy.gonzalez@grandronde.org

Twitter: CTGRSmokeSignal
www.facebook.com/SmokeSignalsCTGR/

www.youtube.com/c/SmokeSignalsChannel

DANIELLE
HARRISON

STAFF WRITER
503-879-4663

danielle.frost@grandronde.org

KAMIAH

KOCH
SOCIAL MEDIA/ 

DIGITAL JOURNALIST
503-879-1461

kamiah.koch@grandronde.org

NOTICE — Monthly Tribal Council Wednesday Meetings
DATE TIME

Wednesday, April 21..........................................................................10 a.m.

Wednesday, May 5.............................................................................10 a.m.

Please note that these times and dates are subject to change if needed.

11 a.m. Sunday, May 2

General Council meeting

Being held remotely using the Zoom teleconferencing program. 

Letters

The Tribal Social Service’s LIHEAP – Low Income Home Ener-

gy Assistance Program – is open to eligible Tribal members in the 

six-county service area and Clackamas County.

This is a first-come, first-served program and income criteria ap-

plies. LIHEAP is federally funded through the Department of Health 

and Human Services and is designed to help low-income households 

with home heating costs.

For more information, contact Social Services at 503-879-2034. 

LIHEAP program open in service area

Letters should be exclusive to smok signflz.
Letters should be 400 words or less and must include the writer’s name, 

address, phone number and Tribal roll number. You will be contacted to 
confirm authorship.

All letters are subject to editing for space, grammar and, on occasion, 

factual accuracy. Only two letters per writer are allowed during a three-
month period.

Letters written in response to other letter writers should address the 
issue at hand and, rather than mentioning the other writer by name, 

should refer to the date of the letter published. Discourse should be 
civil and people should be referred to in a respectful manner. Letters 
deemed in poor taste will not be printed. Send letters via e-mail to news@
grandronde.org, or submit in person at the Tribal Governance Center in 
Grand Ronde, Ore., or mail to smok signflz, 9615 Grand Ronde Road, 
Grand Ronde, OR, 97347.

Letters welcome

Dear Smoke Signals:

In this time of grief with our loss of Ken Haller, we want to thank you 

for your thoughts and prayers. With the overwhelming kind words and 

support of family and friends, we find our hearts healing. It helps to know 
that we are thought of by others.

The Grand Ronde Tribe and community support has strengthened our 

spirits during this difficult time. We are blessed.
Sandra Haller & family

Dear Smoke Signals:

I would like to figure out why the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 
just threw me away like yesterday’s garbage. I have done a lot for this 

Tribe since I got here in 2008. I worked with you all on Elder Honor Days. 

We made things every year for all these people, and I helped with Resto-

ration every year also.

I have made things for Wellness and I was a secret Santa a couple years. 

I have done a lot of good and when it comes to me asking for help I get 

very little. I have not done anything bad, but you have.

I was put up in the hotel for 12 days. Thank you. Then I paid for the rest 

of the month. Then I stayed outside for a few weeks. Then you paid for 

Motel 6 for four days; not an ADA unit. I paid for the rest of two weeks. I 

have proof of all this money out of my pocket.

I got kicked out off of the casino property at 10:30 p.m. and was told not 

to go over to the store or stay on the property. I was to go somewhere away 

from their property so I am on the highway in my wheelchair at 10:30 at 

night. No lights, no protection of any kind, but I could have been hit by a 

truck or a car.

I just want what is due to me. The Tribe owes me $3,850 for motel and 

hotel bills. This is all I want from you all. I have a place now and I am in 

a safe place. Nobody knows and nobody cares. Please give me my money 

back. That is all I am asking.

Samantha Dala

Roll No. 382

(Editor’s note: This letter has been edited to remove attacks on 

specific Tribal employees, which is a violation of the newspaper’s 
editorial policy.)


