DECEMBER 15, 2020

smok signalz 7

Facebook Live event keys in on COVID-19 in community

By Dean Rhodes
Smoke Signals editor

There are 17 active cases of
COVID-19 in the Grand Ronde
community as of Wednesday, Dec.
9, said Tribal Health Services
Director Kelly Rowe during the
Tribe’s 14th Facebook Live event
held since the coronavirus became
a national public health concern in
mid-March.

Rowe said that of the 39 positive
cases reported on the Tribe’s web-
site, some of those afflicted with the
coronavirus have recovered.

The Tribal government’s website
states that the Health & Wellness
Center has conducted 1,311 tests
with 39 positives for a 3 percent
positivity rate as of Dec. 9.

“We know that this is happening
in our community,” Rowe said. “It’s
getting closer. It’s more prevalent.
So please, please adhere to the
public health recommendations.”

Rowe joined Tribal Council Chair-
woman Cheryle A. Kennedy and
General Manager David Fullerton
for the 35-minute Facebook Live
event that attracted approximately
260 attendees. Tribal Council Chief
of Staff Stacia Hernandez moderat-
ed the event and tracked questions
submitted by those tuning in.

Kennedy, who has a long and dis-
tinguished career in public health,
reiterated that the best way to fight
the virus and prevent its spread is
the observe public health protocols,
such as wearing a mask, social dis-
tancing, washing hands thoroughly
and frequently, and avoiding large
gatherings outside of work.

“Let’s all help one another out
and express our love and care for
one another by practicing those
ways of living,” she said.

Rowe said that the Tribal Health

“I think the aggressiveness and
availability of our testing is what has
kept the pandemic at bay for quite
some time and continues to try and
keep our numbers relatively low.”

~ General Manager David Fullerton

& Wellness Center, which is ag-
gressively testing and contact
tracing, currently can conduct 28
COVID-19 tests daily using its
sole rapid testing analyzer. De-
spite repeated overtures to state
and federal partners, the Tribal
clinic has not been able to obtain
additional analyzers to expand its
testing capacity.

As a backup, Rowe said, the clinic
can send tests to the state lab, but
the four- to five-day turnaround for
results does not provide optimal
information for people who suspect
they might have contracted the
virus.

Rowe added that if a person
develops symptoms and suspects
they have COVID-19, they should
presume that they have it and
quarantine. If they start to devel-
op severe symptoms (chest pain
or trouble breathing), they should
seek emergency medical attention.

On a positive note, Rowe said the
Grand Ronde community is seeing
fewer than usual flu cases this win-
ter, which might be a reflection of
people who had previously declined
to get flu shots getting them be-
cause of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Our flu rates right now are really
good, especially being in Decem-
ber,” she said.

RIBAL
COURT

INDIGENT DEFENSE PROGRAM

The Tribal Court is actively seeking attorneys for
our Indigent Defense Program to represent parents
and children involved in neglect and abuse cases

within the jurisdiction of the Tribal Court.

If interested please contact the Tribal Court:

Shane Thomas
Tribal Court Programs Coordinator

9615 Grand Ronde Road, Grand Ronde, OR 97347
Phone: 503-879-4623
Fax: 503-879-2269
shane.thomas@grandronde.org

www.grandronde.org/government/tribal-court
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Rowe said the Tribal clinic is
working with its state partners to
obtain COVID-19 vaccine doses
when they become available in
Oregon. However, she cautioned,
the vaccine requires two doses
spread out over three to four weeks.
During that interval and up to two
weeks after receiving the second
dose, people will still need to follow
public health guidelines as their
bodies build up resistance to the
virus.

“It won’t be a quick fix,” she said.

Tribal General Manager David
Fullerton said the Tribal commu-
nity is seeing the effects of family
gatherings during the Halloween
and Thanksgiving holidays that
helped to spread the virus nation-
ally.

“We’re not seeing on the gov-
ernment side a lot of exposure
at work,” Fullerton said. “It is
decisions people are making in
their own personal lives and then
bringing that to work and putting
people at risk.”

Fullerton also cautioned Tribal
and community members not to
spread something else — rumors
about COVID-19 outbreaks. “Pass-
ing and sharing of inaccurate infor-
mation doesn’t help,” he said, citing
increased community anxiety and
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“COVID fatigue” that is occurring.

Fullerton said that the Tribal
government and casino are con-
ducting aggressive contact tracing
with three dedicated employees
and that if an employee is suspect-
ed of having been in contact with
someone who has tested positive for
COVID-19, they will be contacted
by a Tribal contact tracer.

“Some of our efforts in that area
are way more aggressive than you
would see at the county level or the
state level,” he said. “It is perfect?
No. But I think the aggressiveness
and availability of our testing is
what has kept the pandemic at bay
for quite some time and continues
to try and keep our numbers rela-
tively low.”

Many of the comments asked by
those attending the Facebook Live
event regarded the health and
safety of Spirit Mountain Casino
employees currently and as they
continue working over the Christ-
mas and New Year’s holidays. The
casino has stayed open during the
recent statewide surge in cases
while at least one casino — Chinook
Winds in Lincoln City — closed on
Dec. 1 todeep clean its facility.

Hernandez said that an upcoming
Facebook Live event will feature
Spirit Mountain Casino General
Manager Stan Dillon and she held
all questions regarding the gaming
facility until then.

However, Kennedy added that
the casino will continue to follow its
health and safety plan and control
its holiday crowds by limiting the
availability of parking.

“That’s a way of managing the
crowd control so that there is not
overcrowding in our casino and
more exposure should someone
have COVID,” she said. R
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Chinuk Wawa Paint Night
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6:30 pm Via Zoom
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Join us for an evening of chinuk wawa and holiday painting! We will be sipping hot
chocolate and painting a fun, simple holiday picture on 8X8 canvas while learning some
chinuk wawa!

Only 10 spots are available, so send in your RSVP now to
zoey.holsclaw@grandronde.org or call 503-879-1443!

All necessary supplies will be provided and mailed out the week before.

A

-




