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Free Playgroup in 
Grand Ronde! 

When:  First Thursday of each 
month 10:00 am-11:30 am 
Where: CTGR – Community 
Service Center 9615 Grand Ronde 
Road Grand Ronde, OR 97347 
Who: Parents and caregivers of 
children under 5 years.   

Why: Come to play, have a snack 
and have fun! 
 
 

ers rejected the idea of a privately 

owned casino in the state in 2010 

and 2012.

The Tribe announced in August 

2018 that it intended not to develop 

the property, but instead put it on the 

market with the hopes of making a 

hefty profit after having cleared the 
property of a dilapidated grandstand 

and several out buildings.

In the interim, the Tribe sold 

4.6 acres of the 31.5-acre site that 

included undevelopable wetlands to 

the city of Wood Village for use as a 

public park. More than 26.5 acres 

are still owned by the Tribe.

Fortunately, it appears, the Tribe 

could not find a buyer and then the 
Siletz Tribe, which operates Chi-

nook Winds in Lincoln City, filed 
an application on April 30 of this 

year with the Department of the In-

terior’s Office of Indian Gaming to 
build an 180,800-square-foot casino 

just north of downtown Salem. The 

Grand Ronde Tribe subsequently 

took the Wood Village property off 

the market on July 10.

With the April 2017 opening of 

Ilani, the Cowlitz Tribe’s casino 

west of Interstate 5 about 17 miles 

north of the Portland-Vancouver 

metropolitan area, Salem has 

become an even more important 

market for Spirit Mountain Casino. 

If the Grand Ronde Tribe is suc-

cessful in siting a casino in Wood 

Village, it would once again operate 

the closest gaming facility to the 

Portland metro area, just as it did 

for 22 years before Ilani’s opening.

Compromise unsuccessful

Kennedy said the Grand Ronde 

Tribal Council and Siletz Tribal 

Council held three teleconference 

meetings regarding the Salem casi-
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no proposal, trying to create a plan 

that both Tribes could agree on.

“We had a couple of proposals that 

did not go anywhere,” she said. “At 

the end of the day, the writing was 

on the wall. We need to do what it 

takes to protect our people because 

the needs are great, as are theirs. 

We needed to develop a strategy on 

maintaining our revenues.”

The Siletz property located on 20 

acres at the Portland Road North-

east exit east of Interstate 5 is 

already held in trust by the federal 

government.

The Grand Ronde Tribe will have 

to start the process of getting the 

Wood Village property taken into 

trust and applying to the Depart-

ment of the Interior for permission 

to build a casino, a process that could 

take “multiple years,” Kennedy said.

Tribal Council Chief of Staff Sta-

cia Hernandez said the Tribe will 

apply for the Interior Department 

decision at the same time it applies 

to take the land into trust. Commu-

nications Director Sara Thompson 

told Willamette Week that the feder-

al application will occur next year.

“Our staff is working diligently to 

put the land into trust,” Kennedy 

said while announcing the effort to 

the membership.

Hernandez added that the 2021 

Tribal budget, which will be un-

veiled to the membership in No-

vember, will include funding for 

studies and casino planning.

State policy endangered?

The two Tribal casino proposals, 

if approved, will end the longstand-

ing Oregon policy toward Native 

American gaming – one casino per 

Tribe on Tribal lands.

The Grand Ronde Tribe has not 

talked with Gov. Kate Brown about 

the proposal and contacted Wood 

Village city officials the week of 

Sept. 28-Oct. 2 to broach the casino 

concept.

“Wood Village is an amazing loca-

tion and the city is a great partner,” 

Thompson said. “We look forward 

to continuing that relationship.”

“The council for the Confeder-

ated Tribes of Grand Ronde were 

excellent partners in the process of 

recreating our town center master 

plan,” Wood Village Mayor Scott 

Harden said to the Gresham Out-

look on Wednesday, Oct. 7. “We look 

forward to working with them on 

developing the land for the benefit 
of the citizens of Wood Village and 

the Tribal membership.”

Brown was noncommittal in a 

letter to Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Northwest Regional Director Bryan 

Mercier regarding the Siletz casino 

proposal. She said that the Indian 

Gaming Regulatory Act gives the 

governor an opportunity to concur 

or not with a determination.

“As the Secretary (of the Inte-

rior) has not yet made a deter-

mination, at this time there is 

no decision on which to concur or 

decline to concur,” Brown wrote. 

“Accordingly, I will wait for the 

Secretary’s determination before 

weighing in on this application. 

If the opportunity arises for me 

to concur or decline to concur on 

such a determination, I will make 

a decision at that time, consistent 

with my administration’s policy on 

Tribal gaming.”

Despite the potentially conten-

tious competing casino proposals, 

Hernandez said the Grand Ronde 

and Siletz Tribes are successfully 

compartmentalizing their work on 

other projects, such as developing 

the 15.7-acre Chemawa Station in 

Keizer that the two Tribes have 

jointly owned since 2002 and re-

pealing the consent decree.

“We’re making good ground on 

those projects,” Hernandez said.

As for the future of Spirit Moun-

tain Casino, which the Grand 

Ronde Tribe opened in October 

1995, Kennedy said it will likely 

continue to operate in some form 

even if the Tribe opens a gaming 

facility in Wood Village.

“This is uncharted territory for 

gaming in Oregon,” Kennedy said. 

“We don’t know what the effects 

could be.” 

‘Our staff is working diligently to put the land into trust’


