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       VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

Sheridan, SW Polk and West Valley Fire Districts 

are recruiting volunteers for fire response,  

emergency medical response, and support functions. 

Please see our websites for volunteer applications 

and instructions.  

 

sheridanfd.org – swpolkfd.org – westvalleyfd.org 

 

Tribe secures $1.1 million to fight COVID-19 effects
For a full list of updated services, visit www.grandronde.org/

services/health-wellness/covid-19-preparedness/

By Danielle Frost 

Smoke Signals staff writer  

Tribal Council Chairwoman 

Cheryle A. Kennedy announced 

that the Tribe has received $1.1 

million so far from the federal 

government to help mitigate the 

effects of the COVID-19 coronavi-

rus pandemic. 

“Some people think the Tribe 

has received millions of this fund-

ing,” Kennedy told viewers during 

a Facebook Live event held on 

Wednesday, April 22. “We have not. 

We did receive $1.1 million, but it 

is for very specific purposes. You 
cannot deviate from that.”

Also participating in the Face-

book Live event were General Man-

ager David Fullerton, Executive 

Director of Health Services Kelly 

Rowe, Tribal Council Chief of Staff 

Stacia Hernandez and Finance Of-

ficer Chris Leno. It was the third 
Facebook Live session held this 

month and about 400 people signed 

on to hear what Tribal leaders had 

General Manager 

David Fullerton

to report.  

“At the clinic, we were able to 

obtain a test system from Indian 

Health Service for rapid COVID-19 

testing,” Rowe said. 

The test takes approximately 15 

minutes to yield results and can be 

completed onsite instead of having 

to send samples to an outside lab 

and await results. 

“We’re following CDC guidelines 
for testing, but are now looking at 

opening up testing to a wider number 

of people,” Lowe said. “We’re trying 
to protect our staff as best possible 

and also preparing for a possible re-

bound of the virus. Vaccination will 

become very important and we want 

to be on the forefront of offering that.” 

As of April 28, the clinic has con-

ducted 47 tests for COVID-19 and 

all were negative. In Polk County, 

there have been 38 positive tests 

with one person dead, and 37 posi-

tive tests with six deaths in Yamhill 

County. Grand Ronde straddles the 

Polk and Yamhill county line.

“Although there have been no 

positives in the Grand Ronde com-

munity or housing, we want to be 

cautious,” Fullerton said. 

Currently, the Tribe’s Human Re-

sources Department is developing 

a return-to-work plan with guide-

lines to help ensure employees’ 
health and safety. Fullerton said 

Tribal staff is transitioning from 

managing the pandemic to prepar-

ing to re-open at some time in May.

“Things will look different than 

they did before,” Fullerton said. 

“For example, we likely won’t be 
opening the museum to visitors for 

a while. At the Elders Activity Cen-

ter, we will probably continue to de-

liver meals instead of having them 

eat onsite. We are working with 

the programs and departments to 

ensure the safety of our staff.” 

Fullerton added that a number 

of events likely will be canceled. 

The annual Fish Ceremony held in 

West Linn along the shores of the 

Willamette River is one, and he said 

an announcement would be made 

in early May regarding whether 

the Veterans Summit and Powwow 

would happen in July. 

“I would anticipate a lot of cancella-

tions through the summer,” he said. 

With April’s General Council 
meeting in Eugene canceled, Ful-

lerton said it was likely that the 

next meeting on Sunday, May 3, 

will be held in a virtual format. 

“We don’t have a specific date 
when we will re-open fully,” Fuller-

ton said. “At the point where we can 

ensure staff safety, we will re-open 

in some fashion.” n

Ad by Samuel Briggs III

The Oregon Cascades West Council of Governments is conducting 

a transit feasibility study to evaluate demand for transit service 

along the Highway 99W corridor from McMinnville to Junction City.

With connecting service to Lane Transit District, the Salem-Keizer 

Transit District and Yamhill County Transit, the potential service 

would tie together the three largest metropolitan areas in Oregon. 

In addition, it also would provide transit service to the currently 

unserved or underserved communities of Monroe, Adair Village or 

Monmouth/Independence along the corridor.

A piece of the research is a public survey aimed at residents and 

potential riders along the Highway 99W corridor.

To participate in the transit survey, visit the link https://tinyurl.

com/hwy99w. There also will be a raffle for a $25 gift card. n

Highway 99W conducting 

transit feasibility study

Tribal members can contact the Afterhours Health Line for questions 

about health care concerns you may have when the clinic is not open.

You can reach the Afterhours Health Line by calling 503-879-2002 and 

follow the prompts. 

The Afterhours Health Line will coordinate care and communicate with 

Grand Ronde Health & Wellness Center providers. n

Afterhours health line


