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March

* Wednesday, March 18 — Tribal Council meeting, 4 p.m., Governance
Center, 9615 Grand Ronde Road. 503-879-2304.

* Wednesday, March 18 — Chat With the Chief, noon to 4 p.m., Grand
Ronde Tribal Police Department, 9655 Grand Ronde Road.

* Friday, March 20 —AV Club, Noon-1 p.m., Chachalu Museum & Cultural
Center, 8720 Grand Ronde Road. 503-879-2226.

April

* Wednesday, April 1 — Tribal Council meeting, 4 p.m., Governance
Center, 9615 Grand Ronde Road. 503-879-2304.

» Sunday, April 5 — General Council meeting, 11 a.m., Lane Community
College Longhouse, 4000 E. 30th Ave., Eugene. 503-879-2304.

* Wednesday, April 15 — Tribal Council meeting, 4 p.m., Governance
Center, 9615 Grand Ronde Road. 503-879-2304.

* Wednesday, April 29 — Tribal Council meeting, 4 p.m., Governance
Center, 9615 Grand Ronde Road. 503-879-2304.

Sewing class participants wanted

The sewing classes that have been held at the Elders Activity Center
have been canceled due to lack of participation. Classes could resume
if at least six people commit to attending. To commit or find out more
information, contact Elders Activity Assistant Virginia Kimsey-Roof at
503-879-2233. 1

Official Tribal Facebook pages

*Smoke Signals: www.facebook.com/SmokeSignalsCTGR/

*The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde: www.facebook.com/CT-
GRgov

*Spirit Mountain Community Fund: www.facebook.com/SpiritMoun-
tainCommunityFund

*Grand Ronde Health & Wellness: www.facebook.com/
GRHWC

*Grand Ronde Station: www.facebook.com/Gran-
dRondeStation

*Grand Ronde Royalty: www.facebook.com/CTGRRoyalty
*Grand Ronde Education Programs: www.facebook.
com/CTGREducation/

*Grand Ronde Community Garden: www.facebook.com/GrandRonde-
CommunityGarden

*Grand Ronde Food Bank: www.facebook.com/GrandRondeFoodBank
*Grand Ronde Youth Council: www.facebook.com/CTGRYouthCouncil
*Grand Ronde Social Services Department: www.facebook.com/CT-
GRSocialservices/

*Grand Ronde Children & Family Services: www.facebook.com/CT-
GRCFS/

*Grand Ronde Tribal Police Department: www.facebook.com/
Grand-Ronde-Tribal-Police-Department

*Grand Ronde Cultural Education: www.facebook.com/
Grand-Ronde-Cultural-Education

SAVE THE DATE

Agency Creek Round Dance
April 3-4, 2020

grandronde.org
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State of emergency
declared in Oregon

CORONAVIRUS continued
from front page

Health Services Executive Direc-
tor Kelly Rowe said in an all-em-
ployee e-mail that Tribal staff from
Spirit Mountain Casino, Health
& Wellness, the Executive Team
and Emergency Preparedness are
collaborating with Yamhill Coun-
ty Public Health and the Oregon
Health Authority.

“Education and precautionary
tactics are being established in our
facilities to support detection and
prevent virus spread,” Rowe said.

Some of those tactics include
posting numerous signs at the en-
trances to the clinic asking people
who think they might have come in
contact with the novel coronavirus
to call the receptionist instead of
entering and possibly infecting
other people.

In addition, General Manager
David Fullerton announced on
Tuesday, March 3, that the Tribe
was suspending air travel for all em-
ployees through the end of March.

The novel coronavirus originated in
China about two months ago and has
now spread worldwide. Cases have
been reported nationwide as well with
more than 1,000 reports scattered
across about half of the states.

In late February, the first two
cases in Oregon were reported in
Washington County and a third
was reported in Umatilla County,
shutting down the Umatilla Tribe’s
Wildhorse Resort & Casino for two
days of intensive cleaning. The
total has since risen to 21 cases in
Oregon and Brown declared a state
of emergency on Sunday, March 8,
to combat the virus’ spread.

The declaration means that the
state’s reserves of emergency vol-
unteer health care professionals are
being activated and that Brown is
giving broad authority to state health
officials to take immediate action.

According to the World Health
Organization, a coronavirus is a
large family of viruses that can
cause illnesses ranging from the
common cold to more severe diseas-
es. A “novel coronavirus” is a new
strain that has not been previously
identified in humans. The princi-
pal way it is spread is the “droplet
route,” meaning a person would
have to be within a few feet of some-
one who had it and be coughed on.

Symptoms are similar to influen-
za with fever, cough and difficulty
breathing, which may appear in
as few as two days or as long as
14 days after exposure. According
to a flier from the Oregon Health
Authority, the virus has the “po-
tential to cause severe illness and
pneumonia in some people and
there is not a treatment.” Deaths

so far have been reported mostly in
older adults who had other health
complications.

The medical journal JAMA re-
leased a paper analyzing data from
the Chinese Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention on 72,314
coronavirus cases in mainland
China, the figure as of Feb. 11, the
largest such sample in a study of
this kind.

The sample’s overall fatality
rate was 2.3 percent, higher than
the World Health Organization’s
official rate. No deaths occurred in
those aged 9 years and younger, but
cases in those aged 70 to 79 years
had an 8 percent fatality rate and
those aged 80 years and older had
a fatality rate of 14.8 percent.

In response to the growing number
of cases in the United States, Con-
gress passed an $8.3 billion emergen-
cy supplemental appropriation and
President Donald Trump signed it
on Friday, March 6. The bill includes
$40 million for Tribes, Tribal orga-
nizations and urban Indian health
organizations affected by COVID-19.

Suggested prevention tactics
include frequent handwashing,
avoiding touching your eyes, nose
or mouth with unwashed hands,
avoiding contact with people who
are sick, staying home while sick
and avoiding contact with others,
and covering your mouth and nose
with a tissue or shirt sleeve when
coughing or sneezing. Those who
are elderly or have underlying
health conditions are urged to limit
their time in public, especially in
large gatherings.

Rowe said Health & Wellness
Clinic staff are monitoring updated
clinic care guidance from the feder-
al Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention located in Atlanta.

Rowe said that Tribal clinic pa-
tients who think they might have
been exposed to the novel corona-
virus should call 503-879-2032 for
escort inside in an effort to limit
exposure to other patients.

Elsewhere in Oregon Indian
Country, other events are being
canceled as well. Willamette Uni-
versity in Salem canceled its an-
nual Social Powwow scheduled
for Saturday, March 14, and Lane
Community College in Eugene
canceled its April 4 annual pow-
wow with hopes of rescheduling
the event in the fall. Nationally,
the Gathering of Nations Pow-
wow scheduled for April 23-25 in
Albuquerque, N.M., also has been
postponed.

More information about the coro-
navirus in Oregon can be found at
www.healthoregon.org/coronavirus.
Up-to-date information nationally
can be found at www.cdc.gov/coro-
navirus/2019-ncov/index.html. H

Health & Wellness Center hours

The Health & Wellness Center is pleased to add additional access for
patients during holiday weeks on Thursday mornings. The clinic will be
scheduling patients at 8 a.m. every Thursday preceding or following a
holiday closure. Urgent care also will be available during this time. l



