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OCTOBER 15, 2015

SMOKE SIGNALS

Dear Smoke Signals:

My name is Jessica Holmes. I am writing this letter because I believe that
everyone takes things I say wrong or only hear what they want to hear. I
did say get over it, but if you were listening to my words before that you
would know that I meant move on because there is enough sorrow here
than anywhere. To brighten better days, to live, to laugh; it was meant
for words of encouragement. But my words didn’t come out right to some
people, I guess. I see a lot of people every day. Everyone has their good
days and bad days. I happen to be one of them. I don’t try to judge people.

That’s not my job to judge.

Again, thank you for taking the time to read this and hopefully you could
understand. Also, I didn’t mean to offend anyone.

Jessica Holmes
Roll #2681

Housing installs stop signs, changes speed limit

The Grand Ronde Housing Department has installed two new stop signs
near the welcome center, as well as changed the speed limit in Tribal
housing from 35 mph to 25 mph. For more information, contact Home-
ownership Coordinator Vicki Jones at 503-879-1465. B

'Your Tribe needs you'
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The Chalkboard Project changed
all that when the results of the
study were published last year.

“Tribes never had a comprehen-
sive data set,” said George. “This
study was their (Oregon Depart-
ment of Education) data.”

George said it was ECONorthwest
staff members who reached out to all
the participating Tribal enrollment
offices in Oregon to obtain the infor-
mation they needed to anonymously
track Tribal students in their class-
rooms. She said ECONorthwest
looked at several key indicators of
how those students were doing in
the school system.

The report led Tribal leaders
to use the results to address the
current state of Oregon Tribal
students.

“The Tribes used that data to
re-engage the Oregon Department
of Education and say we have a
very serious problem here. We need
you to engage in a new and more
powerful way with us,” said George.

George said the Tribes agreed
that one of the first areas they could
address is the attendance of Native
children in school.

“At our end, having funded the
study, we saw that work and said
‘That’s great’,” said George. “That’s
exactly the kind of work we hoped
the study would spawn. Is there
anything else we can do in the
meantime to be helpful?”

George said it was determined
that one thing all participating
Tribes would want is to distribute
messaging to Tribal members that
would stress the importance of
school and of staying in school.

George said it was decided to
create a series of posters that
would deliver the message directly
to students in their schools that
said “School is important. Go every
healthy day.”

She said it was determined that if
the message was going to be effec-
tive it had to be targeted at parents,
grandparents and/or adult caretak-

Happy 18th Birthday

Goldie

USDA Distribution

~Salem~

Oct. 19: 1:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 20: 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 21: 9 am. to 6:30 p.m.

Oct. 22:9to 11 a.m.

~Siletz~

Nov. 2: 9 am. to 3 p.m.
Nov. 3: 9 am. to 3 p.m.
Nov. 4: 9 am. to 3 p.m.
Nov. 5: 9 am. to 3 p.m.
Nov. 6: 9 am. to 3 p.m.

If you need assistance, call
Joyce Retherford at 1-800-922-
1399, ext. 1393, or call direct at
541-444-8393 or 541-444-8279.

Your Tribe Needs You.

For help on getting there... @

phone, email

Your. Dreams
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For help on getting there... @

Kim Contreras and her granddaughter Jenevieve Davis, in the poster on the left, Miguel Adams, middle poster, and
Dyami Eastman and Andrea Grijalva are the faces of a series of posters about the importance of staying in school that
were created by Spirit Mountain Community Fund.

ers of Tribal students as well.

“We wanted to produce some
well-designed, professionally pre-
pared outreach materials that we
could make available to Tribes for
free that would feature Oregon
Tribal members,” said George. “A
child looks at the wall and they see
a positive message about staying in
school and the person they see up
there looks like them and so that
was the idea.”

George tapped Smoke Signals
photographer Michelle Alaimo to
take pictures of Grand Ronde Trib-
al members and sought the services
of Bill Lovato’s team at OMAC Ad-
vertising in Salem to get the poster
project off the ground and on to the
Tribal campuses and into Oregon
public schools.

Alaimo photographed Kim Con-
treras and her granddaughter
Jenevieve Davis, Halona Butler
and Hawk Squetimkin, Kaelynn
Simmons, Tynan George and An-
drea Grijalva, Dyami Eastman,
Miguel Adams and Kaylene Barry
for the posters.

There are six posters in the series
and each one features a positive
message, such as “Every school

day matters,” “Graduate: You are
so worth it,” “Your dreams depend
on an education,” “Your future isn’t
a matter of chance. It’s a matter of
choice” and “It’s your journey.”

The theme throughout the post-
er series is that the best way for
Native students to empower their
dreams is to get an education.

“I feel so proud to look at the
posters and see our fantastic Trib-
al members reflected in a positive
way,” said George.

“I was excited to participate in
something that will bring aware-
ness to people about education,”
said Contreras. “I think it is im-
portant for grandparents to be a
big part of their grandchildren’s
lives and especially when it comes
to education. We, as grandparents,
can teach our grandchildren about
life out of the school setting. Sitting
with them and doing their home-
work with them is not only good
for them, but I believe it is a treat
for us, a learning experience for us
as well.”

Lovato said he was proud of the
work done by his advertising com-
pany for the posters.

“When we did the photo session,

they came out just the way we
wanted,” said Lovato. “We were
able to get the message out. Our
focus to those posters was if we
can get the message out to just one
child that then stays in school, if
one parent says ‘my child means
more,” if we can get that message
across then we will be successful.”

George said there is larger effort
to save Tribal children and this
project is aimed at those children
and their parents.

“In the big picture, the message is
that in 2015 the future success of our
Tribes and our Tribal people depend
on our youth completing their educa-
tion and that we, as adult members
of the Tribe today, realize that it is
our first responsibility to step up and
actively support them in accomplish-
ing these goals,” said George.

“We can’t just say ‘Stay in school,’
it’s not that easy. We need to be
behind them. We need to be with
them. We need to be cheering them
on. We need to be letting them
know that they can do it even when
they themselves are not sure.

“That’s why across the bottom
of every poster it says ‘Your Tribe
needs you’. Stick with it.” ll



