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Smoke SigNaLs

NOTICE — Monthly Tribal Council Wednesday Meetings

DATE TIME
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Please note that these times and dates are subject to change if needed.

Elders’ Christmas Dinner set

The Elders Christmas Dinner will be held at 6 p.m. Friday, Dec.
14, in the Elders’ Activity Center. A social hour will be held from 4
to 5 p.m.

Organizers promise a “big surprise” for those who attend.

For more information, contact Linda Brandon at 971-267-0918. B

Dear Smoke Signals:

My name is Kevin Contreras and my enrollment number is 3432. I am
53 yvears old and | just received my GED through Blue Mountain Com-
munity College in Pendleton, Ore.

It took two years, but with a lot of hard work | accomplished it. I'm very
proud of myself. All the doors that were closed to me because I didn’t have
my GED have now opened.

In 2016, 1 will take full advantage of my GED and enroll in college.
I would like to study the indigenous and Native people of Oregon and
Washington.

So, all the people who don't have their GED should most definitely get
it because it is a great accomplishment and it will make you feel good
about yourself,

Kevin R. Contreras

Roll #3432

Dear Smoke Signals:

I would like to express my heartfelt thank you to our Tribe for allowing
Lighthouse Recovery Church use of the abandoned schoolhouse for the
last nine years.

We have been able to fill a void in our Indian community with our out-
reach to the many individuals and families that are impacted by chemical
dependency. Our Indian community is like so many others, suffering with
a high rate of alcohol and drug addictions. The disease of addiction is a
community disease and community support is a vital part of the recovery
process.

The Tribe offers many services through our Behavioral Health Depart-
ment. Unfortunately, the needs of families in recovery go beyond what
can be provided by those programs. | humbly ask for your support and
prayers.

My wish is that those who support Lighthouse Recovery Church, as well
as those of you who will argue “The Tribe should not support a church,”
will pray that your higher power, God, the Great Creator, will open doors
to a new beginning so that those in the Grand Ronde community who
suffer with the pain of addiction can continue to know the joy of recovery
through spiritual community fellowship and the AA/NA meetings offered
at Lighthouse Recovery Church.

In the spirit of our grandmothers,

Laura Gleason

Roll #102

General Council meeting
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Editorial Policy
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munity of Oregon, is published twice a month, No portion of this publication may be reprinted
without permission.
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be published unless requested.
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to contain libelous statements or personal attacks on individuals, staff, Tribal administration
or Tribal Council. Not all letters are guaranteed publication upon submission. Letters to the
editor are the opinions and views of the writer. Published letters do not necessarlly reflect the
opinions of SMOKE SIGNALS, Tribal staff, Tribal administration or Tribal Council.
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Restoration group
seeks vendors, drums

The Tribe's 29th Restoration Celebration Committee is seeking Tribal
vendors for this year’s event to be held on Sunday, Nov. 18, in the Tribal
plankhouse and gym.

Vendors will be needed from noon to 9 p.m. Space is limited. Deadline
to apply is 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 16.

In addition, drum groups are being sought for the Restoration Powwow.
Deadline to apply is also 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 16.

Submit your name as a vendor or drum group and contact information
to publicaffairs@grandronde.org or call the Tribe's Public Affairs Office
at 503-879-1418. W

Tribal Office Closures

Tribal offices will be closed on Wednesday, Nov. 21, in observance
of Restoration. Day. Offices also will be closing on Tuesday, Nov. 20,
at noon and closed on Thursday, Nov. 22, and Friday, Nov. 23, in
observance of Thanksgiving.
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