SEPTEMBER 1, 2012

Smoke SignaLs

Election Board office
open until Sept. 6

The Tribal Election Board office is open for business through
Thursday, Sept. 6. Hours are 9:30 a.m., to 3:30 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and closed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m. The office's phone
number is 503-879-2271 and fax number 18 503-879-4538. The Election
Board office 15 located in the Tribal Community Center. B

General Council Meeting

Sunday, Sept. 9 — 11 a.m.
Tribal Community Center

NOTICE — Monthly Tribal Council Wednesday Meetings
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Please note that these times and dates are subject to change if needed.

Dear Tribal members:

I want to thank everyone who participated in the per capita payment
petition. Your efforts are greatly appreciated by those who believe in the
wording of the petition.

However, there are still some Tribal members who do not realize that
per capita was created as a Member Benefit Program. With that in mind
I want to say that it seems strange to me that the Tribal Council, from
the adoption of the 1999 Tribal government budget to the adoption of the
2010 Tribal government budget, did not seem to have trouble coming up
with 25 percent or more of the gaming revenue from the casino being al-
located to per capita distribution, also known in the beginning as Member
Benefit Program - Gaming.

Yet, the Tribal Council of 2011 and 2012 cannot do the 25 percent al-
location because they do not have a “money tree,” as was basically stated
during the Wednesday, Aug. 8, 2012, Tribal Council meeting. The Tribal
Council does not need a "money tree” to do what is right for all of our
Tribal members.

The Tribal Council seems more interested in traveling and making sure
that Tribal dollars are spent on other programs that only benefit a small por-
tion of our Tribal membership instead of allocating 25 percent of the gaming
revenue dollars to a Member Benefit Program that benefits all of the Tribal
membership the same like per capita does. There is something wrong with this
picture and it is not the economy as some on Tribal Council try to advocate.

As | see it, no one is asking for something new or different. They just
want what was done in the past, which is at least 25 percent of the gaming
revenue from the casino being allocated to per capita distribution (Member
Benefit Program - Gaming).

Based on everything I have learned since this discussion came up earlier
in the year, | do not think that is too much to ask for. If I am mistaken,
maybe someone on Tribal Council who fully understands our Tribal gov-
ernment finances can enlighten us.

Leroy Good

Roll #892

Dear Tribal members:
I would like to say thank you to all Tribal members who made this year's

Jontest Powwow possible. Thank you to the Fowwow Special Event Board
members for your dedication and hard work preparing for and facilitating
the powwow; thank you to Tribal Council for your commitment to pro-
moting our culture and heritage through the powwow; thank you to the
volunteers who made the powwow possible at a reduced cost — your efforts
are truly invaluable; and thank you to all Tribal members who came to
support each other and the Tribe at the powwow.

Not only do we come to enjoy the dancing and drumming, we come to
see family and friends, to experience our land and to live the culture we've
retained through difficult times in our Tribal history.

Thank you from me and my family!

Charles G, Haller 11

Roll #1032

Tribal Court closure

Beginning Sept. 7 and throughout the remainder of the year, the
Tribal Court will be closed to the public from 8 a.m. to noon Friday to
allow time for staff to complete administrative projects. Thank you
for your patience. W

Tribal Office Closures

Tribal offices will be closing at noon Friday, Aug. 31, and be closed
on Monday, Sept. 3, in observance of Memorial Day.
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Editorial Policy

SMOKE 5I1GNALS, a publication of the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Com-
munity of Oregon, Is published twice a month. No portion of this publication may be reprinted
without permission,

Our editorial policy is Intended to encourage Input from Tribal members and readers
about stories printed In the Tribal newspaper. However, all letters recelved must be
signed by the author, an address must be given and a phone number or e-mail address
must be included for verification purposes. Full addresses and phone numbers will not
be published unless requested.

SMOKE SIGNALS reserves the right to edit letters and to refuse letters that are determined
to contain libelous statements or personal attacks on individuals, staff, Tribal administration
or Tribal Council. Not all letters are guaranteed publication upon submission. Letters to the
editor are the opinlons and views of the writer. Published letters do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of SMOKE SIGNALS, Tribal staff, Tribal administration or Tribal Council.

Members of: M Native American Journalists Assoclation
B The Assoclated Press
B Oregon Newspaper Publishers Assoclation
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