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class over the two days.

Carving class

Tribal member Devere Eastman sands a carving knife to sharpen and
polish it during the carving tool making class at the Tribal Transition
House in Grand Ronde on Friday, Oct. 22. The class was offered by the
Tribe’s Cultural Resources Department and 18 people attended the
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College hosting
Storytelling Festival

The Northwest Indian Storytelling Festival, which is celebrating its fifth
season of Tribal storytelling in the Pacific Northwest, will be held Friday
and Saturday, Nov. 12-13, at Agnes Flanagan Chapel at Lewis and Clark
College, 0615 S.W. Palatine Hill Road, Portland.

The festival features some of the region’s finest traditional and contem-
porary Tribal storytellers, plus guest storytellers from Tribes in California
and Alaska. Events will include Tribal drumming and singing, and opening
prayers by spiritual Elders,

A silent charity auction will be held to benefit the Northwest Indian
Storytellers Association.

This year's festival theme is Canoe Journey. Traditional canoe stories
by Tribal storytellers from Washington, Oregon, California and Alaska
will be featured, as well as a presentation by the Grand Ronde/Chinook
Canoe Family.

For more information on the festival and emerging storytellers workshop
for Tribal community members, contact Emily Olson at emily@wisdo-

moftheelders.org or call 503-775-4014. W

Recycle Center moved

The Recyele Center has been moved temporarily to 9675 Grand Ronde

Road. (The Curl Property next to Procurement). We will leave it open

- every day, as long as there 1sn't any personal garbage or other materials

(couches, mattresses, etc.) dumped there. For more information, contact
Tribal Facilities Manager Michael J. Larsen at 503-879-2407. R

‘The goal is capturing Hattie as she is’

HATTIE continued
from front page

their lives. At the end, each child
says: “This is my world. What's it
like in your world?"

Nick Junior is Nickelodeon’s
channel aimed at pre-schoolers.

Nick Junior does not run commer-
cials, so short form pieces like this
are used to separate programming
with the underlying idea that “edu-
cation comes first,” according to
Nickelodeon Production Manager
Chad Parker.

“Kids all do the same stuff,” said
Parker. “They go to school. They
eat meals. But there are things
that make them different, too.
Unique.”

The 60-second spots explore
both.

The crew followed up auditions
earlier in the month with two more
days focusing on Hattie.

“When we auditioned,” said Da-
vid Poulshock, a writer/director for
Portland-based Red Door Films, the
Portland point man on this shoot,
“Hattie was chosen because of her
delightfulness.”

The crew filmed Hattie at home
in Willamina, at the home of her
grandfather, Tribal Elder Darrell
Mercier, in Grand Ronde, in the
South Yamhill River that runs
behind his home and at Hattie’s
Tribal kindergarten Chinuk wawa
immersion class.

“The goal is capturing Hattie
as she is,” said director Koyalee
Chanda, a New York-based free-
lancer who specializes in children’s
programming. “She’s so smart, so
expressive,” she said. “She’s such
an amazing kid.”

It is easy to see why. After the
first day, Hattie told her mother,
Hollie Mercier, that she had made a

lot of new friends. Nickelodeon had
supplied three of them, including
Chanda, Parker and writer/pro-
ducer Kim Chalmers, who also
created this series that is not yet
a year old.

Portland-based Red Door Pro-
ductions, hired by Nickelodeon to
do the auditions and coordinate
a local crew, supplied Hattie with
eight more friends for what they
called a “small” filming project in
Grand Ronde and Willamina on
Oct. 20-21.

“Naturally, we're very excited,”
said Hattie's father, Tribal mem-
ber John Mercier, who is also di-
rector of Program Operations for
the Tribe. “We feel very privileged
that we were selected for this.
Part of our philosophy as a family
is we want to see our children be
friendly and socially secure and
feel confident. We want to expose
them to a wide range of opportu-
nities.”

But not necessarily a skewed look
at fame.

Before the audition interviews,
said Hollie, “We told her they just
want to interview some cool kids,
and you're a cool kid.”

Still, the hours of set up and prac-
tice and takes and then delays with
the promise of more of the same,
the many strange faces all focused
on Hattie, the managing of not
only people, but the beautiful labs,
Barkley and Mater, the four horses
and assorted lady bugs finally took
their toll around noon on the second
day. It had been cold all morning
and nobody saw it coming.

“And here, I thought I'd be the one
having the jitters,” said Hollie.

“We have to let her know that
there's no wrong way to do it,” said
director Chanda, heading over to
the swing set to give that exact
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Director Koyalee Chanda, right, helps Tribal member Hattie Mercier puton a
jacket before they start filming an interview scene for a Nickelodeon Junior
“Kids Around the World” spot at her Willamina home on a cold Thursday

morning.

message to Hattie. Hattie's older
brothers, Tribal members Kalim,
14, and Nick Larsen, 11, pushed her
and baby sister and Tribal member
Gracie, 3, on the swings.

Poulshock called, “Lunch.”

“It truly does take a village,” said
John after the sun finally came out
and calm returned to the neighbor-
hood. :

Hattie fed her pizza to Barkley
and the crew headed to the Tribal
Education center to film a cattail
weaving lesson in the language
immersion class.

“It was really interesting to see
how it was done,” said Tribal mem-
ber and Chinuk Immersion Kin-
dergarten teacher Kathy Cole, who
was, at the same time, showing
the world how her work was done.

Tribal Elder Connie Graves also
lent her expertise to the demon-
stration.

On the production side, Chanda
encouraged the young students by
name, and sought “BIG smiles” on
their faces. Alternately, she talked
to the crew about “bullet points”
and “process” and “watch that they
step over the wires.”

After class, the crew returned to
Hattie's home where they filmed
some last shots before the Mercier
family hosted the crew to a salmon
barbecue.

“I think it's pretty crazy that my
b-year-old sister is so outgoing,”
gaid Tribal member Devin Larsen,
16. “I'm really proud of her.”

When it was over, John said, “Then,
we all caught our breath.”




