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‘Trickster’ publication includes Thorsgard family story

By Ron Karten

Smoke Signals staff uriter

Virginia-based cartoonist Matt
Dembecki accompanied his wife to
the library one day in 2007, and
while she wandered off to look up
her books, he ran across an an
thology of trickster stories on the
shelves where he was browsing

“It had neat little spot illustra
tions,” he said, “and the stories
were kind of neat. I thought, ‘I could
do some experimental art with
something like these.'”

And so began the idea for the
book “Trickster,” a set of stories
illustrated in the style of graphic
novels

Dembecki reached out to Native
American storytellers and all his
favorite artists from across the
country. One of the stories came
from Tribal member and Tribal
Cultural Protection Coordinator
Eirik Thorsgard, whose family has
been a Native story collector for
generations.

“I contacted my family to see if
it would be appropriate and they
agreed,” said Thorsgard. “] gave
him a story entitled, ‘When Coyote
Decided to Get Married.””

“l wanted the stories to be au-
thentic,” said Dembecki. “It was
critical to get buy-in from storytell-
ers. | spent two vears finding the

storytellers. | went to colleges and
agencies, People would refer me to
others.”

When he had the storytellers
signed up, he said, “I wanted to
include them every step of the way
There are a lot of cultural issues
I want to be sensitive to, but not
patronizing of. What I did, when
I received a story, | came up with
short list of potential artists that |
thought would do a good job with
that story.

*The strength of the book 1s the
various Sf}'lt‘:ﬁ cartoony, phn!nrvnl‘
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wstic, impressionistic
It's really interesting
| nsked the storvteller
to pick among those
I thought would be
best. So again, | had
the buy-in."
Dembecki has pub
lished many books
”hn
work today is head
ing in the direction
of "nature comics and
nature parables.” His
current effort, “Xoe,”
18 a story about a
great white shark’s
journey from the west
const to Hawaii, and
the shark's experi.
natural and
man-made — on the way
Thorsgard's family is keeper of

over the vears

Cnees

what he estimates are about 10 to
12 stories, and over the yvears he
has been intending to write each of
them down. One thing or another
has kept that from happening.
Originally, these stories were
maintained by traditional story-
keepers, Thorsgard said. “A lot of
times, they would work with a lot
of different families. It's kind of
fallen away from that now, but in

the past, it was certain people’s jobs
to tell stories.”

When Dembecki approached him,
he had the impetus to get this one
written down

“It's really a story teaching not
to lie and to be true to your heart,”
Thorsgard said. "And it's also a story
of how lving has impacts across a
greater group of people than only
voursell’

Among the artists that Dem
becki presented to Thorsgard was
Virginin-based Rand Arrington
Thorsgard called him “a phenom-
ennl artist. | really .lpprm'l.'ltvll his
stvle of art.”

“I alwavs thought traditional
stories should be illustrated,” said
Thorsgard. “It makes them more
accessible. And a great teaching
tool for kids.”

*Trickster” includes 21 stories
and 22 artists. On one story, said
Dembecki, two artists worked to-
gether

Golden, Colo.-based Fulerum
Publishing, a specialist in Native
American and western America
books, is bringing out 8,000 first
edition copies this month. “Trick-
ster” is widely available now at
chains and independent bookstores
throughout the country. B

Tribal member Jan Michael Reibach gifts Tribal member Veronica Gaston
a rattle after performing her Indian naming ceremony at the cultural
area on the Tribal campus on Tuesday, May 18. Gaston asked Reibach to
perform the ceremony and to name her; her Indian name is Laughing
Deer. For performing the ceremony, Gaston gifted Reibach a small
statue of a painted wolf playing a flute and a necklace she made out of
.22 shells she found on the Reservation. Gaston is the daughter of Tribal
member Oren George Pichette, who has walked on, granddaughter of
Jasper Lillard andTribal member Blanche Lillard, who has walked on,
and niece of Tribal Elders Norma Billings and Philip Warren.
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