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Alton Butler named Tribe's
Oregon HEAT board member

By Ron Karten
Smoke Signals staff writer

When the folks from Oregon HEAT approached
the Grand Ronde Tribal Housing Authority seek-
ing a representative to sit on their board, Tribal
Elder Alton Butler, 59, raised his hand.

Oregon HEAT is the “home energy assistance
team” that provides heating help for Oregonians
in need.

“I didn't know anything about Oregon HEAT
until then,” he said, but it is Butler's style to step
up when a need is there,

Butler served the country with the Marine
Corps in 1969-70, and for the 25 years after he
continued to serve in the National Guard and
Reserves.

Raising five children over the years, Butler has long volunteered as an of-
ficial for local Little League football and baseball teams. Now, he's officiating
basketball games, too.

In 2005, Butler began serving as a commissioner for the Tribal Housing
Authority. He's been so successful there that Housing Authority Executive
Director Carina Kistler recommended him for the Oregon HEAT post.

“He's just a terrifically dedicated individual," Kistler said. “He’s got a passion
for helping Tribal members in need. He's distinguished himself by suggesting im-
provements in energy efficiency measures of the housing units to benefit our Tribal
members, and in lowering the utility costs that are a hardship to families.”

Born and raised in Grand Ronde, Butler moved to Sheridan when he was
30 and has lived there ever since. He made his living as a logger for most of
his life, setting chokers and running a yarder for many years, and for all the
local logging companies — Bethel, Littlejohn and Hofenbredl among them
he said.

Laid off in 2000 when the local industry fell apart, Butler went back to
school under the federal Dislocated Timber Workers Act. Attending Chemeketa
Community College, he earned an associate degree as a building inspector
and began his second career.

He worked five years for the city of St. Helens, and took a similar post in
Lincoln City in 2008, just before the bottom of the nation’s economy dropped
out, building stopped and he found himself laid off once again.

Not to be dissuaded from the working life, Butler now is the Tribe's rec-
reational director, setting up new lunchtime activities, including dodge ball
and volleyball, and continuing to sponsor seasonal afterwork activities like
baseball and softball for Tribal members and employees.

He also is the force behind the boys' basketball team in Grand Ronde. On
Jan. 16, he hosted seven teams in the Tribal gym.

Most recently, Butler was named to the Tribal Timber Committee.

“Oregon HEAT provides heating assistance to Oregon families in need,”
Butler said. “It’s funded by the utilities, by oil reclamation plants and private
donations.

“My job is to get the word out about Oregon HEAT, that it's there when
it's needed. As a building inspector, I would always recommend ways to save
money on energy, and I also intend to do that as a board member of Oregon
HEAT.”

Butler was attending his first board meeting — in the company of Jim
Scherzinger, deputy director of Finance, Oregon Department of Human Ser-
vices; David Symes, attorney and partner of the law firm Perkins Coie LLP,
and Marisa DeCristoforo, low-income program manager of Pacific Power — as
Smoke Signals went to press. Bl
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Tribal Elder Alton Butler

! BRING PEACE OUT OF CONFLICT
‘The purpose of the Peacemaker Program is to provide a non-adversarial
way to resolve disputes. The Peacemaker Program is intended to reflect the
Tribe’s tradition of using respected memmbers of the comimumity to heal
: conlflicts among its members.
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Program Spedialist at the address histed below. ;

has not woven the web of life. We are but one thread within it.
we do io the web, we do 1o ourseives. All things are bowund

together All things connect.
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JULIE BOEKHOFF
TRIBAL COURT PROGRAMS SPECIALIST
9615 GRAND RONDE RD.
GRAND RONDE, OR 97347

PHONE: 503-879-4623
FAX: 503-879-2269
Jube.bockhoff@grandronde.orng
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Smoke Signals photo
reprint policy

See a photo you like in Smoke Signals?

Want a copy, or several copies?

Want to see if a photo that was taken but not printed in Smoke
Signals because of space limitations might be something you'd like
hanging on your living room wall?

Tribal members can now order either 8-by-10 or 5-by-7 inch copies of

photos taken by Smoke Signals staff members regardless of if they were
published in the newspaper. Charge is $1 for each print ordered.

Reprint orders must be pre-paid with a check made out to Smoke Sig-
nals. A photo reprint order form is available in the Publications Office
of the Tribe's Governance Building in Grand Ronde, or can be mailed
upon request. All photos contained in Smoke Signals’ current archive
are available for purchase, but people interested in going through the
archive must make an appointment to review photos for possible pur-
chase. No rush orders will be permitted and requestors must allow 30
days for delivery. Requestors must be Tribal members.

In addition, reprint requestors must agree that the reprint is for
personal use only, and not for use in an ad, or for commereial, political
or promotional purposes. Smoke Signals reserves the right to decline
a reprint request.

To request a reprint order form, write to Smoke Signals at 9615
Grand Ronde Road, Grand Ronde, OR 97347, or call the Publications
Secretary at 503-879-1453 or 800-422-0232, B
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In an effort to more efficiently and more rapidly communi-
cate with Tribal members, the Confederated Tribes of Grand
Ronde is asking Tribal members to register at the Tribal Web
site and allow the Tribe to electronically send them news
updates, e-zines and PDFs of Smoke Signals, among other
news and informational items.

To register, go to www.grandronde.org.

Click on the “Log in here” link in the upper right-hand cor-
ner.

Enter your user name and password, and click the “login”
button, or if you are not registered, click the link below the
login button to register with the Web site.

If you have registered with the site before and have forgot-
ten your login information, you can click the link to recover it
by providing the e-mail address that you verified when you
registered with the site.

If you have not registered before, you will need to do so to
view the Tribal member-only section of grandronde.org.

First-time users will need to fill in the required fields and
click the register button at the bottom of the form.,

After you click the “register” button, you will need to check
the e-mail address that you provided and click on the link in
the e-mail that our system sent to you. The e-mail should arrive
moments after you click the register button. If you do not see
an e-mail you will want to check your junk mail folder/spam
filter. Clicking the link will verify that the e-mail address you
provided is correct and active, and you will be able to log on
to the Tribal member section of the Web site. B




