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Smoke SiGnaLs

Vote!

Saturday, Sept. 12

If you have received your ballot, please be sure to vote. If you already
have a signature verification on file, then you don’t have to fill out a new
one. Thank you to those who updated their signature verification.

Per capita notice

Friday, Sept. 18, 2009, is the per capita date for the third quar-
terly payment. Members are not required to do anything to receive
this quarter’s per capita distribution. However, anyone wanting to
change their address should call Hollie Mercier at 503-879-2490 or
1-800-422-0232, ext. 2490.

NOTICE — Monthly Tribal Council Wednesday Meetings

DATE TIME
Wednesday, Sept. 2 ......cooviemiimnininiieieiiienessnnesesnrsnesssessssessssnsssesserennd Palll,
M TR P T T I R 5 p.m.
VIR PR PR AT A S ————————————— N 5 p.m.

Please note that these times and dates are subject to change if needed. Call Dakota
Whitecloud, Tribal Council Relations Coordinator, at 503-879-1309 to confirm.

Kia Ora:
My name is Dolores A. Parmenter, 3123. Hayu Masi to the Canoe Family:
Dave, Tony, Bobby, Christy, Travis, Lisa, Chrystal, Matt, Jessie, Tamahou,

Francis, Shannon, Brian, the young people and the Chinook Canoe Fam- -

ily. It's a big responsibility to take a group of young people and Elders on
a canoe journey. These leaders are full of such love and patience. | raise
my hands to you all.

On my journey I met a lot of wonderful people; two of these people were
our Maori pullers, Tamahou and Francis from Aotearoa. Thank you,
Bobby. They spoke of their Waka and how they can navigate by the stars.
Awesome! There was a young lady navigator in another group. I'm sorry,
1 wasn't able to speak with her. Francis shared information about their
paddles and how they placed their pullers. Tamahou told me they carve
masks, but they didn’'t wear them. Their stories are tattooed on their bod-
ies. They gifted an adze to Phil Red Eagle. It had a jade blade. The jade
blade was shaped by hand on sandstone and water. Awesome! I would
like to see that someday.

Tamahou and Francis did artwork for us. Every time [ saw Francis, he
would be doing Maori art on scarves, our youth’s arms, other Tribal people,
T-shirts, our vans and trucks. Francis taught our young people a chant.
Hayu Masi for the Maori paddles you gifted our Canoe Family. | can still
hear their songs, see their smiles and witness their sharing of their culture
with all of us and other people. I think I learned to walk in beauty, with
a good heart and a good spirit, when I share my culture. Like the Maoris
from Aotearoa! What an honor and a gift for you our Canoe Family. I raise
my hands to Aotearoa for sending the Maori pullers, Tamahou and Francis.
Tamahou and Francis will always have a place in our hearts.

I witness our youth participating; they sang from their hearts and
danced with poise and beauty of young eagles. These youth will be great
leaders some day. They will always have a place in my heart. [ am proud
of all of them.

Our Canoe Journey gives us many gifts: Tamahou, Francis, cultural
exchange, resurgence of songs, dances, language, new friends and the
generosity of our host Tribes. Hayu Masi, Suguamish. | raise my hands
to you.

I can still see the dancing, hear the singing and I have many memories
grandmother. The Canoe Journey has touched my heart; my heart will
sing forever. Hayu Masi.

Dolores Parmenter

Roll #3123

Tribal Office Closures

Tribal offices will be closing at noon Friday, Sept. 4, and be closed on
Monday, Sept. 7, in observance of Labor Day. Tribal offices also will be
closed on Friday, Sept. 25, in observance of National Indian Day.

General Council meeting
Sunday, Sept. 13 — 11 a.m.

Tribal Community Center
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Editorial Policy

SMOKE SIGNALS, a publication of the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Com-
munity of Oregon, is published twice a month, No portion of this publication may be reprinted
without

Our editorial policy is intended to encourage input from Tribal members and readers
about stories printed In the Tribal newspaper. However, all letters received must be
signed by the author, an address must be given and a phone number or e-mail address
must be Included for verification purposes. Full addresses and phone numbers will not
be published unless requested,

SMOKE SIGMALS reserves the right to edit letters and to refuse letters that are determined
to contain libelous statements or personal attacks on individuals, staff, Tribal administration
or Tribal Council. Not all letters are guaranteed publication upon submission. Letters to the
editor are the opinions and views of the writer. Published letters do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of SMOKE SIGNALS, Tribal staff, Tribal administration or Tribal Council.

Members of: MNatve American Joumalists Association
B The Assoclated Press
B Oregon Newspaper Publishers Assoclation
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