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Contest Powwow vendor information

If you are interested in being a vendor for the Grand Ronde Annual
Contest Powwow, Aug. 15-17, 2008, contact Shannon Simi or Dana
Ainam at 1-800-242-8196 to request an application.

NOTICE — Monthly Tribal Council Wednesday Meetings

DATE TIME
RN OBA AN AR T s corsisssbiane Shabat s o g D oas s ks siwh s ssnmariga AT DN TENG
WA Head oy, AR 2T iiniiviiisiivinvininit s enimeizesaassrsssisssiamaesisaisdinnases 5 p.m

Please note that these times and dates are subject to change if needed. Call Dakota
Whitecloud, Tribal Council Relations Coordinator, at 503-879-1309 to confirm.

Dear Tribal Members,

Many of you recently received a letter that contained information about
some of our family members that work for the Tribal government. First and
foremost we would like to say thank you to all of the Tribal members and their
tamilies that have come forward to offer their support for Reyn and our fam-
ily. This positive outpouring of support has somehow pushed out the cloud of
negativity that surrounds this type of behavior. We are not writing this letter
to defend ourselves as we do not believe we have anything to defend against.
The purpose of this letter is to clear up some misinformation and highlight
some additional information about our family.

We as a family are very proud of what we have accomplished. We strive
to contribute to the many positive things that happen within our Tribe. We
believe the best way to contribute is by working for our government and tak-
ing on appointments for various boards, committees and commissions. As a
family we believe in a strong work ethic and value education.

When the Tribe was terminated in 1954, many of our family members, as
well as a few other large families, remained in the Grand Ronde area. When
the Tribe was restored in 1983, many of us were still here and it only makes
sense that as the Tribe grew we all saw an opportunity to contribute. When
many of us began working for the Tribe we were in the cemetery offices, depot
building, manor or modulars, We were certainly not in the new offices you
see today. Office spaces were cramped, and we were often performing job du-
ties of several different positions. Of the family members listed in the letter,
approximately 12 of us had worked for the Tribe on one occasion or another
prior to Reyn's election to Tribal Council in 1996. Some of us have worked for
the organization for 16, 17, 18 vears,

Some of the younger members of our family left the area to earn a formal
education even before trust funds and education funds were as plentiful as
today. Some of us are still paying on student loans. With respect to the fam-
ily members listed in the letter, we are proud to report that we hold three
doctorate of law degrees, two master’s degrees, seven bachelor's degrees and
one associate degree. Many others have taken college courses and specialized
training that has contributed immensely to their positions.

All but four of the family members on the list are also Tribal members,
The nonTribal members are family, spouses, parents of Tribal members,
ete, Isn't that what a Tribe is all about? If we were not in these positions the
Tribe would be payving out the same amount in salaries to someone else, It is
not as though the Tribe would be saving the inflated amounts stated in the
letter. The Tribe employs more than 400 employees and our family members
represent a small percentage of those positions. However, we believe we are
qualified for the positions we hold and have earned the positions in compli-
ance with all employee policies,

Many of our family members also have taken on the task of serving on a
Tribal board, committee or the Gaming Commission. We take on these roles
in addition to our full-time jobs. Most of the meetings are in the evenings after
work hours. It i1s yet another way to contribute to all the positive things we
see happening for our Tribe, but it is also a lot of work. There is a requirement
that staff members cannot serve on more than two committees, Contrary to
information provided in the letter, none of the members of our family are out
of compliance with the current policy.

We as o family are proud to work for our Tribal government and will always
be, No amount of letter writing and/or smear campaigning will change that,
Thanks again for all the phone ealls and support

Angela Fasana, Roll #2170; Liz Leno: Shonn Leno, Roll #2172; Egypt
Leno; Darlene Aaron. Roll #434; Lonnie Leno, Roll #935; Barbara Steere,
Roll #1049; Russell Leno, Roll #455; Gregg Leno. Roll #1184; Kelly Herber;
Brianna Leno, Roll #932; Denise Harvey, Roll #1874; Sean Beauchamp,
Roll #3420; Chris Leno, Roll #1647: Shannon Brown, #2478 Dana (Leno)
Ainam. Roll #1050; and Brandy Leno, Roll #9341

(Some additional members of the family were unavailable for signature, but
concur with the contenlts of thig letter,)

— NOTICE —

All requests for members of the Grand Ronde Honor Guard are
to be made in writing and sent to Steve Rife, Chairman, Veterans'
Special Event Board, Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, 9615
Grand Ronde Road, Grand Ronde, OR 97347. For questions, call
Rife at 503-917-1084.
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Editorial Policy

SMOKE SIGNALS, a publication of the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Com-
munity of Oregon, is published twice a month. No portion of this publication may be reprinted
without permission,

QOur editorial policy Is intended to encourage input from Tribal members and readers
about stories printed in the Tribal newspaper. However, all letters received must be
signed by the author, an address must be given and a phone number or e-mail address
must be included for verification purposes. Full addresses and phone numbers will not
be published unless requested.

SMOKE SIGNALS reserves the right to edit letters and to refuse letters that are determined
to contain libelous statements or personal attacks on Individuals, staff, Tribal administration
or Tribal Council. Not all letters are guaranteed publication upon submission. Letters to the
editor are the opinions and views of the writer. Published letters do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of SMOKE SIGNALS, Tribal staff, Tribal administration or Tribal Council,

Members of: MNative American Journalists Assoclation
W The Assoclated Press
W Oregon Newspaper Publishers Assoclation

See page 11 for more letters

Corrections \ story that appeared in the July 156 special section
about the 2008 Veterans' Powwow incorrectly reported the loeation of Hill
327 in Vietnam. The correct location was Da Nang

Tribal Council candidate Larry Risteeon, 65, nlso should have been
identified as a Tribal Elder in the July 15 edition story about 13 Tribal
members vving for Tribal Council seats

Smoke Signals regrets the errors
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