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Contest Pow-wow, Dancers Stay On the Move

M Next year’seventhheading
to new grounds near Fort
Yambhill State Park

By Ron Karten

Smoke Signals stalf writer

wenty-eight vears ago, Tribal
Elder Wink Soderberg wel-
comed everyvbody to Grand

Ronde's pow-wow, He was Tribal
Council co-chair then, and welcom-
ing the crowds this vear, he is again
4 member of the Tribal Council,

*It took place on our cemetery
grounds,” Soderberg said Sunday,
Aug. 19, the last day of the three-
day 2007 Grand Ronde Contest
Pow-wow. “People ask why would
you hold a pow-wow on cemetery
grounds? And the answer is, that
was the only ground we had.”

Today, things are different. In
fact, the Tribe now has land enough
that the pow-wow grounds are
moving from property across from
the Governance Center to bigger
quarters in 2008.

The huge white tent, dozens of

food and merchandise vendors
and parking will move in below
Fort Yamhill State Park where the
Elders covered stands are already

raiting, grass is planted, electricity
is in and the road is paved.

This year, some called the 2007
Contest Pow-wow “the best ever,”
not only for the attendance, but de-
spite the crazy weather filled with
despair and hope. One moment,
the weather turned Grand Entry
into a stampede for shelter and,
another, it had crowds basking in
sunshine.

It was a weekend that brought
Tribal Elder Lorene
Smith up from Oak-
land, Calif. Smith is
one of Tribal mem-
ber Bobby Merci-
er's aunts. Tribal
Council Secretary
Jack Giffen Jr. held
a pow-wow party
and many Lenos, as
always, met at Russ
Leno'’s place.

The annual Nor-
west and Riggs
reunion took off
on Sunday after-
noon. Tribal mem-
ber Reina Nelson's
brother from Tul-
alip, Tribal member
Renaldo, came in for
the weekend.

One-year-old Trib-
al member Leo Nor-
west, son of Tribal
member Shannon
Stanton, grandson
of Tribal Elder Mar-
cella Norwest and
named after her
father, was decked
out in grass dance
regalia and could
have been this vear's
yvoungest dancer,
though children of
all ages turned out
in droves.

Among Elders,
Tribal Elder Grace
Englehardt cel-
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Tribal Elder Lorene Smith came up from Oakland, Calif., for this year's pow-wow.

ebrated her 95th birthday with a
surprise barbecue with family in
McMinnville on Saturday, and then
enjoyed a cake in the Cougar Lodge
back in Grand Ronde with her son,
George Thanos, of Hartsville, S.C.
He later helped her over to the pow-
wow tent, where they watched the
Saturday afternoon dances.

Tribal members Eric Sabin and
his wife, Hope Lafferty, welcomed
Eric’s cousins Jasmine and Bre
from Portland, along with his Aunt
Nikki and her sons, Ben and Alex,
all Tribal members. The boys wore
ribbon shirts for the pow-wow.

Tribal Elder Steve Bobb's broth-
er, Tribal Elder Isaac Bobb, came in
from Washington for the weekend,
said Tony Selwyn, who was glaito
finally meet Isaac.

On Saturday night, the Grand
Ronde canoe family welcomed
friends from the Chilliwack, Queets,
Suquamish and Puyallup tribes,

said Tribal members and Education
specialists Leslie Riggs and Bobhy
Mercier.

The group sang songs that other
tribes “gifted” to the Grand Ronde
Tribe, said Tribal and canoe family
member Daniel Haug, Among them
were a frog song, squirrel song and
co-ed song.

After the pow-wow on Saturday,
said Bobby Mercier, the group
staved and sang some 10 songs
“from all of us,” filling the air with
music until 1:30 a.m.

Native Paul Carey “put on a
special for his grandmother,” said
Mercier. He brought gifts, hosted
men's and women's traditional
dances, charged a committee to
name winners and gave the win-
ners gifts.

“This is the first time anybody
has put on a special like this.” said
Mercier, "and (Carey) talked about
doing it again next year.” Il

Left: Employees of the American
Museum of Natural History in
New York City were in Grand
Ronde for pow-wow weekend.
Tribal member Jon George,

left, presented Merrily Sterns,
Sterns’ husband Maury and
Donna Sethi with handmade
crafts during Friday evening's
grand entry. Bottom: Tribal
member Hope Lafferty, center,
paints designs on to the hand of
Tiana Woods (Navajo) of Seattle.
Lafferty’s fiance, Tribal member
Eric Sabin, watches.
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And the

winners are ...

Winners of the 2007
Grand Ronde Contest
Pow-wow are:

Man All Categories Golden Age (80 or older)
First Charles Tailfeathers (Cree/Bliackfoot)
Secontd: Richard Rock (Chippewa/Cree)
Third: Peter Jo Olney (Yakama)

Fourth: Mike Dashner (Ofibwe)

Woman's Jingle

First: Thea McCioud (Dakota)

Second: JoVelle Pacheco (SiouwdDine/Pusblo)
Third: Carol Calling (Nooksack)

Fourth: Julie Birdstone (Kutenai)

Women's Fancy
First Rose Greene (Nez Perce/Salish)
Second. Crystalena Pacheco (Dine/Sioux/




