10 AUGUST 15, 2005 SMOKE SIGNALS

Leonard Peltier Interview
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Editor’s Note: Smoke Signals sought a direct interview with Leonard Peltier II'I —p —qud- 7 Q-du:n: f*_““ﬂ"g "‘-Nﬂm&._t“ Coar
at the United States Federal Penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kansas, where, until | 12
June 30, he was serving two life terms for complicity in the 1975 murders of two '
FBl agents on the Pine Ridge Reservation. Because we could not talk to Peltier
directly, we submitted questions to his attorney, Barry Bachrach of the Boston,
Massachusetts firm, Bowditch & Dewey, LLP. Bachrach reported that he took
notes as Peltier responded to the questions, Bachrach later transcribed the

notes and emailed the following answer's to Smoke Signals. Of 14 questions,
Peltier/Bachrach responded to seven, with Bachrach noting that they simply
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conference. Siletz Tribal member Dino Butler presented the document.

4) Do vou have access to the books
or authors that interest you? Who/
what do you read and who/what are She was a dear friend of mine. I sued Mr. Demain (sic) concerning his state-
ments about my alleged culpability in her death. We resolved that suit with

his tssuing a letter that he had no evidence that I had any involvement in
the death of Anna Mae. My attorney can give yvou a copy of that letter

you seeking access to?

I have access to books and read very
much, I typically read non-fiction and
ke » abreast of the issues facing our

The questions not answered sought first hand observations about
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life in prison, about the legacy of AIM, and one from Smoke Signals’
5) In your book, Prison Writings, there is a photograph of you au ard-winning .phm'ﬂg_'r apher _ﬂnd_}mu nalist F fu In:ld(‘:. who has
since moved on from his work in Grand Ronde. Tinda's father, also

standing by a window. What does your cell look like? Do you
have a view outside? Tell me what you will about the physical
attributes of the place.

I do not have an outside view. I view the
world through cement and steel,

an AIM member, gave Peltier a ride the day after the incident at
Oglala. B

6) There is a significant challenge to
the view that you are innocent of shoot-
ing the FBI agents at close range, and
it comes from within the Indian commu-
nity today, specifically, from Paul
DeMain, editor of News from Indian : :
Country. What is your reaction to ' - Jane
DeMain’s assertions? _ : AIM member Robert Robide
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mitted several times that it does not know
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of murder charges at Pine Ridge
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deny having anyt/i'ng to do with her death




